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To be shared with parishioners on the 26th March 2017 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

On this 4th Sunday of Lent (SCIAF Sunday) I write to you on behalf of the Bishops of Scotland to 

thank you for your generous and loving support for SCIAF – our Scottish Catholic International Aid 

Fund. 

In today’s gospel we hear that Jesus showed compassion to a man born blind and gave him the gift of 

sight.  His disciples asked Jesus whether it was the sin of the man himself or of his parents that caused 

him to be blind.  Jesus replied that neither he nor his parents had sinned but that ‘he was born blind so 

that the works of God might be displayed in him.’ 

By curing the blind man Jesus demonstrated not just the power of the Son of God, but the compassion 

and love that He has for all humanity.   There are many examples in scripture of the love that Jesus had 

for us and how He expects us to have the same love and compassion for one another, particularly for 

those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Today’s gospel also tells us that the Pharisees were blind because they would not see what was right in 

front of them but considered themselves to be special in the eyes of God. 

If we are to emulate Christ and respond with love and compassion to those who turn to us in need, we 

must always seek what is best for all our brothers and sisters around the world.  We must not be 

blinkered like the Pharisees.  An example of the kind of work that SCIAF does, day in and day out, in 

fulfilment of Christ’s teaching is demonstrated by the experience of David Munyindeyi (Mun-yen-dey) 

whose story we share with you this Lent.  Life for people in Zambia is increasingly hard because of 

droughts and the changing climate.   David Munyindeyi and his wife Maté used to struggle to grow 

enough food for their young family.   David told us: “I want to be able to provide for my children so 

that they can take care of themselves in the future.”  Surely not much for a father to ask.   

Thanks to the WEE BOX appeal David and many others like him have been trained in new ways of 

farming, provided with better equipment and drought resistant seeds, and now have hope for their own 

future and that of their children.  But not everyone is so fortunate. 
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You will no doubt have seen the media coverage of the dreadful famine in parts of East Africa. This is 

predicted to become even more severe into the summer months.    Working as part of Caritas, with 

SCIAF’s help, our partners are already providing life-saving food and water to thousands of people, 

and we will be dramatically increasing our efforts in the weeks ahead – but we need your help to do 

more. SCIAF is launching an emergency appeal for East Africa so that we can continue to provide life-

saving help to those who so desperately need it. 

As you know, today, the fourth Sunday in Lent is when all parishes in Scotland have a collection for 

the work that SCIAF does. This year please be particularly generous – the need is great. 

You can also donate via the website, by telephone or by post. 

As Christians, we must never be blind or indifferent to the suffering of others.  SCIAF helps us all put 

our faith into action in practical ways and give hope to people in countries around the world.  I urge 

you in this season of Lent to commit again to the work of SCIAF in your actions and your prayers.  Let 

us enrich our own lives by sharing what we have with people like David and his family, and with 

others who desperately need our help.  Please support the Wee Box appeal as generously as you can. 

May God bless you and your families abundantly during this holy season of Lent. 

 

+Joseph Toal 

Bishop President of SCIAF 

 


