
Beloved confreres,  

As the end of the year approaches we think about all 
the activities we had planned and what we have 
been able to accomplish. For we members of the 
Generalate, this is a moment to be grateful once 
again for the blessings that the goodness of God has 
given to our Society throughout the past year. We 
wish to express to all of you our deepest gratitude for 
your cooperation and for your prayers, without which 
we would have not been able to do all we did.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our service of leadership, in the midst of so many 
administrative tasks and in various meetings with 
many of you, we have witnessed the growth of our 
Society even if slow and quietly at times. Among the 
advancements we have been very pleased to see the 
establishment of new apostolic communities in 
Vietnam, Kenya, Zambia and Peru and, also, that in 
some of them there are young men who want to 
follow the Savior in the style of our Founder, 
Fr. Francis Jordan. This year, the Generalate took on 
responsibility for the mission areas of Central 
America and has taken the first steps to establish a 
future foundation in Madagascar. And 08 December 
2017 marks the official inauguration of the new 
theologate at Tor de’ Cenci (Rome) with a group of 
young Salvatorians who want to serve the Church in 
Europe and thus help us maintain our apostolic 
presence in the continent of our Society’s birth.  

We are also aware of the difficulties we have had in 
some areas, for example in starting anew our mission 
in Mexico, the change of personnel in the 

Administrative Services of the Generalate, and the 
need to revise guidelines for the Society in light of the 
abuse of minors and vulnerable adults, a task 
underway.  

We also want to point out great progress in two 
apostolic areas. One concerns SOFIA, which 
continues to develop its activities with the purpose of 
strengthening connections with our benefactors and 
improving the abilities of our confreres in this 
apostolic area. The other is our apostolate on the 
campus of Jordan University College (JUCO), where 
we have taken a great step forward to become an 
independent university in its own right. Among some 
of the important administrative decisions taken, is 
the naming of a new Principal who has excellent 
experience as an administrator and professor.  

The year coming to a close was significant also due 
to the official convocation of the XIX General Chapter 
that will take place next year. In addition to the 
preparations underway for this important event, we 
initiated the Jubilee Year of celebrations in honor of 
the Centenary of Death of our Founder. We are not 
only grateful for God’s gift that Fr. Francis Jordan has 
been for the Church and that has transformed our 
lives, but also we are grateful for the progress of the 
Founder’s cause of beatification. We have taken 
some important steps forward to realizing this dream 
in the hearts of so many Salvatorians of all the 
branches who are praying for this intention. We 
recommend you continue praying to the Lord for this 
cause as well as for the decisions to be made at our 
next General Chapter.  

Please receive from the Generalate as well as from 
our collaborators our warmest Christmas greetings 
as we approach our patronal feast, along with our 
best wishes as we begin the New Year 2018. Count 
on our prayers. We ask that you pray for the 
intentions of the Society. And we ask that we 
continue to be united in living our Salvatorian 
apostolic vocation at the service of the Church, 
motivated by the witness of the spiritual and 
apostolic life of our venerable Founder, Fr. Francis 
Jordan.  

The Members of the Generalate 
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Personnel Changes Administrative 
Services 

We are pleased 

to welcome 

Ms. Luana 

Tavernier to 

our support 

staff who will 

be substituting 

for Mrs. Marina 

Saponara, our 

Administrative 

Assistant, while 

she is on 

maternity leave. Luana will be working 

alongside Marina until she leaves in late 

December 2017 and will continue working at 

least until her return in late May 2018. Luana 

has a wealth of experience in administrative 

support and speaks English as well as 

German and Spanish in addition to her native 

Italian. Welcome. 

We are also in the process of reorganizing our 

IT function. We have come to realize that our 

IT needs may not require a fulltime employee 

because of the departure of Mr. Luca 

Tartaglia. Therefore, we have entered into a 

temporary contract with a service to test this 

as we identify and meet our needs. We 

welcome Mr. Stefano Morini and his 

substitute, Mr. Alfredo Orlando. The 

commitment is for service in our office three 

days a week. They can be reached at any time 

via email at generalate-ict@mailsds.org for 

any help regarding questions or issues with 

our Salvatorian email or website.  

 Support Services 

 

 

Generalate Travel Plans 
 

The members of the Generalate will 

be away from the Motherhouse on 

these dates in December 2017 and 

January 2018: 

 

Fr. Milton 

 10 NOV – 03 DEC:  Brazil 
Visitation  

 16 DEC – 20 JAN: Brazil 
Home visit and retreat 

 

Fr. Raúl 

 26 NOV – O3 DEC: Colombia  

Election Chapter 

WYD 2019 planning 

team 

 

Fr. Agustín 

 24 NOV – 03 DEC: Guatemala & Mexico 

Visit 

 23 DEC – 14 JAN: Venezuela 

Election Chapter 

 

Fr. Thomas 

 10 NOV – 03 DEC: Brazil 

Visitation 
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Annual Planning Meeting  

The members of 

the Generalate 

gathered at the 

Salvatorian Sisters’ 

Provincialate and 

Pensione in 

Merano, Italy for 

their annual 

planning meeting 

from 08-14 

OCT 17. Part of the 

agenda was 

dedicated to an evaluation of the work of the 

Generalate over the course of the term up to 

now. They also discussed, considered and 

refined some of the proposals that the 

Generalate will make to the XIX General 

Chapter. Among the items are changes to the 

Constitution and General Directory, 

reorganization of the administrative aspect of 

the Generalate’s duties, financial related 

matters, and the establishment of a 

Salvatorian school for formators, among 

other things. We are grateful to the 

Salvatorian Sisters for their hospitality and 

warm welcome.  

ICDS Leadership  

The Motherhouse Community was pleased to 

welcome the Leadership of the International 

Community of the Divine Savior. They met 

here from 14-17 OCT 17 prior to the joint 

meeting of the three leaderships of the   

Salvatorian Family. They continued their 

meeting on Friday, 20 OCT 17 with Fr. Piet 

Cuijpers who will be the facilitator of their 

General Assembly scheduled to take place in 

Hamont (BE) from 18-25 JUL 18.                                      

 

Three Leaderships Salvatorian 
Family 

Every two years the members of the 

leadership teams of the International 

Community of the Divine Savior (ICDS), the 

Congregation of the Sisters of the Divine 

Savior, and the Society of the Divine Savior 

meet in Rome for their regularly scheduled 

meeting. This year they gathered on 18-19 

OCT 17 at the Motherhouse. The agenda 

included a review of the most important 

occurrences since the last meeting in 2015 as 

well as reports of the International Joint 

Charism Commission and the Joint Justice, 

Peace and Integrity of Creation Commission. 

In addition, the participants reviewed the 

joint decisions from 2012 in order to revise 

them and/or develop new proposals. 

Consequently they settled on four proposals 

that will be presented to the General 

Assembly of the Community in July, the 

General Chapter of the Society in August, and 

the General Chapter of the Congregation in 

November next year. They also determined a 

methodology for the redaction and approval 

 Meetings  
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of the joint proposals following the above 

events. Furthermore, they evaluated their 

work together as the leaderships of the three 

branches and identified some 

recommendations to be offered to the next 

leaderships. They overwhelmingly affirmed 

the need to continue growing in, cooperating 

with and promoting the uniqueness of the 

way our Salvatorian Family collaborates for 

the fulfillment of our mission as coheirs to 

the charism of our Founder, Fr. Francis 

Jordan. We thank Mrs. Judy Davis and 

Fr. Raúl Gómez Ruiz for co-chairing and 

Sr. Marion Etzel for taking the minutes of the 

meeting.  

 

6th SOFIA Advisory Board 
(23-24 OCT 17)  
 

The board is composed of 4 advisers, among 

which are the General Superior of the 

Mercedarian Sisters, a real estate specialist, 

an entrepreneur in the 

IT world and a 

specialist in 

development of group 

structures. They 

represent 4 different 

nationalities (Swiss, 

Japanese, US.Ameri-

can and English). The 

President of SOFIA, its coordinator, the 

General Treasurer and 

the Superior General 

ordinarily attend the 

meetings too. The 

advisers offer their 

advice, professionalism, 

experience and their 

networks free of cost to 

the Society. Some of 

them even support as individual donors some 

of the projects of the Society. Acting as 

“critical friends,” their outsider perspective is 

healthy in order to question our potentially 

closed horizon and moves us forward in our 

development.  

The board dealt with the following topics: 

 The current situation and dynamics within 

SOFIA; 

 Capacity building in projects and activities 

of the Society; 

 SOFIA’s digital presence; 

 The developments in JUCO, which is a 

special project of SOFIA; 

 Governance in general and leadership 

organization in specific. 
 

 

Members of the board expressed deep 

appreciation for the work of the SOFIA team 

and the Generalate and their pride to be of 

assistance to the Society in its mission of 

salvation, translated into so many projects 

and apostolates that serve tens of thousands 

of persons all around the globe. 

 

Ad hoc Commission on Patrimony  

The members of the commission met on 

25 OCT 17 at the Motherhouse to continue 

their study of the Society’s patrimony in 

Europe and to make recommendations for its 

protection. The members include Frs. Erhard 

Rauch (AU, Chair), Lambertus Schildt (D), 

Wiesław Stempak (CH), Luis Munilla (ES), 

Scott Wallenfelsz (General Treasurer) and 

Agustín Van Baelen (General Mission 

Secretary). Mr. Barry McCabe, of the SOFIA 

Advisory Board, was a special guest. He 

provided very valuable insights and posed 

important questions that helped the 

commission move forward in its task to 

assess the value of our patrimony as well as to 

identify what are the next steps needed.  
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The commission sent recommendations to 

the Generalate for decisions. 

 

 

International Vocation Team  

The members of the International Vocation 

Team met at the Motherhouse from 

07-10 NOV 17 to finalize their work on the 

manual for vocation promoters and the 

monthly prayers for vocations.  The members 

include Frs. Krzysztof (Chris) Kowalczyk 

(chair), Raúl Gómez Ruiz (Generalate 

Liaison), Karol Kulczycki (Australia Region), 

Richard Mway Zeng (British Pro-Province), 

Fernando Sartori (Brazilian Province), and 

Rafał Ziajka (Polish Province). This was the 

last meeting of the Team for this term of 

office. We are grateful for their work in 

fulfilling the exhortation, ordinances & 

recommendations of the XVIII General 

Chapter. 

 

 

 

 

India  

 

The visitation of the communities of the 

Indian Mission Vicariate on India proper 

began on 18 AUG 17 and ended on 12 SEP 17. 

Here we have about 32 perpetually professed 

confreres and about 13 temporarily professed. 

Frs. Raúl Gómez Ruiz and Krzysztof (Chris) 

Kowalczyk, General Consultors, conducted 

the visitation on behalf of Fr. Milton Zonta, 

General Superior. The communities of Sri 

Lanka were visited from 12-17 AUG 17 as 

reported in the previous issue of 

Informationes. 

India holds a very special place in the heart of 

Salvatorians because the Founder sent the 

very first missionaries of the Society there. In 

fact, the Diocese of Jowai in the Northeast, 

will be celebrating the 125th Jubilee of the 

establishment of Catholicism on 28 JAN 18 in 

Jaintia Hills at the Mookyndong Parish (once 

known as Raliang) which is now under the 

jurisdiction of the diocese. The local bishop 

attributes this event to the Salvatorians 

whom he holds in high esteem and hopes 

more will be available to return to the diocese 

for ministry.  

 

 

 

 Visitation 
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The Salvatorian presence in India has only 

been reestablished since 1989 and was 

organized as a Vicariate in 2010. Thus it is 

marked by the dynamics of youth with its 

pitfalls and advantages. Furthermore the 

members live and work in a multicultural and 

multi-religious setting not always friendly to 

Christians. Even so there is much hope for 

the near future. 

In addition to the professed members there 

are over 80 young men in various stages of 

formation prior to vows: aspirants, 

candidates, and novices. Currently there are 

growing numbers of vocations in the 

Northeast and fewer vocations in the areas in 

the lower regions of India where the first 

Salvatorian vocations mainly emerged after 

1989. In addition, many young men in need 

of secondary education apply and about 30 

are accepted every year. 

 

Consequently Initial formation of candidates 

for the Society is the principal apostolate of 

the Vicariate, both in India and Sri Lanka. In 

general, the Vicariate has in place good 

processes and a good organizational structure 

for formation. Particularly in India, there are 

houses of formation 

for aspirants 

finishing secondary 

education at 

Bangalore, Tokobari, 

and Ranchi. There 

are houses of 

formation for those 

studying 

philosophy at 

Warangal and at the new St. Joseph Seminary 

at Chullikkera. The novitiate for both regions 

takes place in the Philippines. And one 

student will be going from India to Morogoro 

for studies and another to Rome thus 

contributing to the internationalization of 

Salvatorian formation in those places.  

The Vicariate enjoys a good relationship with 

the Generalate over all. Members are pleased 

that they have been called upon to serve on 

commissions and to respond to our needs in 

other units. The visitators believe the IMV is 

on the verge of becoming one of the most 

important units of the Society. They were 

happy with their visits with the confreres, the 

Salvatorian Sisters and the various bishops of 

the places where we are located. All gave good 

insights and advice that will help the 

Vicariate move forward. In addition, the 

visitators express their gratitude for the 

honesty, openness, and hospitality of our 

confreres.  
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Frater Peter Hoang Kim Rong SDS  
 

The commu- 

nity has.been 

pleased to have 

Peter with us 

since the end of 

September. He 

is a member of 

the East Asian 

Mission Vica-

riate  and  has 

come   for    a 

 regency 

experience 

 working with 

Fr. Michael Overmann, General Archivist. In 

addition to learning the basics of archival 

work and helping with projects here in Rome, 

he spent time in Munich working with Fr. 

Michael in the German Province Archives. He 

will be with us until Christmas before 

returning to Asia for the remainder of his 

regency experience and to complete theology.  

 

Annual Visit to Campo Verano  

On Sunday, 29 OCT 17, members of the 

Motherhouse community accompanied by the 

Teresian Sisters who help us, paid a visit to 

the Salvatorian gravesite at the Campo 

Verano cemetery in Rome. The community 

prayed Vespers as well as admired the new 

plaques bearing the names of our confreres 

buried there. We remember all our deceased 

confreres with gratitude for their dedication 

and service to the Church as Salvatorians. 

May they rest in peace and may eternal light 

shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

Filming  

We were happy to host the film crew from 

Salvatorian Studio Katolik (Krakow) here 

from 25 SEP 17 to 03 OCT 17 as they filmed 

scenes on location in and around the 

Motherhouse and Rome. The film, Become 

Great Before God, about the life of the 

Founder in honor of the centenary of his 

death, will be debuted at the General Chapter 

in August 2018.  

 

You can follow progress on the film by 

accessing YouTube or www.fatherjordan.com.  

 Motherhouse 
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Centenary & XIX General Chapter 
Blog 
 

Please remember: materials for use by 

members for the celebration of the Centenary 

of Death of Fr. Jordan are available at 

www.sds.org. The Chapter Blog is accessible 

at http://www.sds19.org/. And if you would like 

to contribute to the blog please send photos and 

brief reports to chapterblog@mailsds.org.                                         

 

Travelling to Rome 
 

Members needing a visa in order to enter 

Italy are asked to note the following: 

 

 One is required to provide the following 

information: the first and last names of 

the member as they appear in his 

passport; the member’s place of birth 

(i.e., city/state/country); the number of the 

member’s passport and dates of arrival 

and departure from Europe. 

 

 This information should be sent directly to 

Father Krzysztof (Chris) Kowalczyk at the 

Generalate (krzysztof.kowalczyk@mailsds.org). 

Since it takes some time to complete all 

the steps, please send this information 

sufficiently in advance of the planned 

visit. 

 

 Members planning to visit the 

Motherhouse are asked to contact 

directly the local superior, Father Juan 

Carrasquilla Ossa, in order to request 

guest rooms and make other 

arrangements. Father Juan can be 

reached at: 

 

E-mail: juan.carrasquilla@mailsds.org 

Fax: +39 (06) 68629.400 

Telephone: +39 (06) 68629.213 

 

 Please be advised that because of the 

planned papal celebrations and 

audiences, we may be unable to meet 

you at or take you to the airport, 

especially on Sunday and Wednesday. 

 The Founder 

From Father Jordan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vocation 

We are in the run-up to the celebration of 
Christmas, this sweet feast. We should use 
this holy time to explore and to renew our 
vocation – the lofty vocation to which God 
calls us. I would like you in these days to 
probe deeply our high and glorious mission 
as members of our Society. 

Our main task is imitatio et sequela Domini 
Nostri Jesu Christi Salvatoris mundi, “to 
imitate and follow our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the world.” Precisely through 
imitation we must, so far possible, earn the 
name of a true Salvatorian. 

(Chapter Talks, 1899/12/22) 
 

Last Words 

(See Postulation Press, no. 10, July 1998): 

“God bless you and all.” (Dismissing 
Fr. Pfeiffer after eating on 05 SEP 1918).   

mailto:juan.carrasquilla@mailsds.org
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Jordan University College (JUCO) 
Award 
 

The National Social Security Fund (NSSF) of 

Tanzania announced on 13 OCT 17 that JUCO 

emerged as a winner of the NSSF competition 

in the compliance section among institutions 

of tertiary education around the country. In 

particular JUCO was one of 10 nominees for 

the NSSF Best Employers for the Financial 

Year 2016-2017 and was granted the Best 

Complying Employer Award in the Academic 

Sector category. Fr. Bernard Witek, Deputy 

Principal for Finances and Administration, 

went to Arusha on 18 OCT 17 on behalf of 

Dr. Bertram Mapunda, Principal, to receive a 

trophy from the Prime Minister. It is 

recognition of the fact that last year the job 

was well done under the guidance of 

Fr. Witek and Fr. Marcel Mukadi and the 

entire team in the respective category. It not 

only helps to enhance the reputation of our 

institution but also, and more importantly, 

helps to market JUCO to draw students to the 

various degree programs offered there.  

Another milestone has been the inauguration 

on 04 NOV 17 by Fr. Milton Zonta, Superior 

General, of the newly finalized “HEKIMA 

LECTURE HALLS” building. He was 

accompanied by Fr. Agustín Van Baelen, 

General Mission Secretary. “Hekima” is in a 

certain sense the Kiswahili equivalent for 

“SOFIA:” wisdom. SOFIA actually has given 

extensive and valuable support to the project. 
 

On 06 NOV 17, 1,302 students from JUCO 

graduated. Fr. Milton was one of the featured 

speakers. It was a wonderful celebration, with 

nice music, speeches and great feelings of 

gratitude! All the best to the graduates and 

compliments to all those who made possible 

this great celebration! 

Many congratulations to our administrators, 

staff, faculty and students at JUCO for its 

continued growth and development.  
 

 Congratulations 
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First Profession of Vows 

Congratulations to our new confreres who 

recently made their first profession: 

 On 08 SEP 17 Cl. Manuel Marku SDS, 

Cl. Mateusz Ogrodniczuk SDS and Br. Sokol 

Gilaj SDS of the Polish Province at 

Salvatorian Seminary Chapel, Bagno to 

V. Rev. Piotr Filas SDS, Provincial Superior; 

 On 11 OCT 17, Br. Silas Henderson SDS, of 

the US Province at St. Pius X Church, 

Wauwatosa, WI to V. Rev. Joseph 

Rodrigues SDS, Provincial Superior. 
 

Final Profession of Vows 

Congratulations to the following confreres 

who made their final profession of vows: 

 On 08 SEP 17 Cl. Marek Sawicki SDS, Br. 

Krzysztof Konecko SDS and Cl. Stanisław 

Franczak SDS of the Polish Province at 

Salvatorian Seminary Chapel, Bagno, to 

V. Rev. Piotr Filas SDS, Provincial Superior; 

 On 29 SEP 17 Cl. Delphin Mutombo 

Mulangu SDS and Cl. Raphaël Kasongo wa 

Kavula SDS of the Congo Missionary Pro-

Province in the chapel at the Formation 

House, Tshabula (Kolwezi), to V. Rev. 

Floribert Kalinda Mulikita SDS, Provincial 

Superior; 

 On 01 OCT 17 Cl. Konrad Nowak SDS of the 

Polish Province at Salvatorian Seminary 

Chapel, Bagno, to V. Rev. Piotr Filas SDS, 

Provincial Superior; 

 On 11 OCT 17 Cl. Mario Ulises Laínez 

Mineros SDS of the Polish Province at 

Salvatorian Seminary Chapel, Bagno, to 

V. Rev. Piotr Filas SDS, Provincial 

Superior.  
 

Ordination to the Diaconate 

Congratulations to the following confreres 

who were ordained deacons: 

 On 28 OCT 17, Cl. Delphin Mutombo 

Mulangu SDS of the Congo Missionary Pro-

Province at the JUCO Chapel, Morogoro, by 

Most Rev. Antony Mbazali, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Tanga; 

 On 04 NOV 17, Cl. Mario Ulises Laínez 

Mineros SDS and Cl. Marek Sawicki SDS of 

the Polish Province at the Salvatorian 

Seminary Chapel, Bagno by Most Rev. 

Jacek Kiciński CMF, Auxiliary Bishop of 

Wrocław. 

 

Why I became a Salvatorian…  

 

 

Because I was inspired by the charism of 
universality that helps to do Jesus’ 
mission in innovative ways. 

Fr. Ashok Reddy Uyyoory, Indian Mission 

Vicariate 
 

To see other statements and photos go to 

sds.org/vocations and click on each of the 

first four categories: “Called by God,” 

“Consecrated Religious,” “To be a 

Salvatorian” and “Formation Stages.” 
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Fundraising in the Units 

SOFIA fulfilling a General Chapter 
decision 
 

The General Chapter in 2012 directed the units 
“to support and where needed to re-staff, to re-
think or to re-animate the activity of the unit 
mission procura” and “to create some form of 
missionary fundraising or a regular mission 
procura in areas where the Society is present 
but where this activity is not yet 
organized” (ordinance 5 on fundraising in the 
units). We should notice two things in this 
decision. First, the General Chapter told the 
units to critically look at their existing 
fundraising offices, the traditional so-called 
mission procuras. In several provinces, this has 
been done with good result. Second, the 
General Chapter also told the entire Society that 
fundraising for missionary purposes is not 
limited to one part of the Society. In other 
words, we should try to find support for our 
mission on every continent and in every country. 
This breaks the assumption that money always 
comes from the so-called developed or Western 
nations and that in so-called developing 
countries, there would exist no possibility of 
fundraising. Recent examples prove this 
assumption false.  

Fulfilling the Chapter decision, the General 
Mission Secretary took the initiative to call upon 
the missionary Pro-Provinces of Congo and 
Tanzania, as well as upon the missionary 
Vicariates of India and East Asia to appoint a 
member who would be responsible for local 
fundraising. In September, a small group of 
confreres met at the Motherhouse for an in-
house workshop on fundraising for our 
apostolates and projects, conducted by the 

dedicated SOFIA staff. They took advantage of 
their participation in the annual Roman 
workshop “Fundraising for Missionary 
Projects” (which is organized by SOFIA for 
around 50 participants per year, representing 
around 30 religious congregations), by attending 
the in-house event before and after that 
workshop for a total of 12 days.  
Topics covered among others were the history of 
fundraising in the Society; expectations and 
experiences in the 9 years that SOFIA exists; the 
difference between traditional benefactors and 

SOFIA 
Salvatorian Office 

for International Aid 
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Prayers 
 

Please Pray for…  
 

 Celebration of the 136 th Anni-

versary of the foundation of the  

Society (08 DEC 17) 

 Opening of the new Formation 

House in Tor de’ Cenci/Rome 

(08 DEC 17) 

 Venezuelan Vicariate Chapter – 

Election & Preparation for the XIX 

General Chapter (02-05 JAN 18) 

 Great Britain Pro-Province Prepar-

atory Chapter for the XIX General 

Chapter (09-11 JAN 18) 

 Meeting of the Chapter Preparatory 

Commission, Rome (23-25 JAN 18) 

 Celebration of the 125 th Jubilee of 

establishment of Catholicism in Jo-

wai, India (28 JAN 18) 

 The official recognition of the ICDS 

by the Dicastry for Laity, Family 

and Life 

 Successful yearlong celebration of 

Fr. Jordan’s Centenary of Death  

 Those in Formation and their 

Formators 

 Acceptance of a miracle for the be-

atification of Fr. Jordan  

 Unit General Chapter Preparation 

Chapters 

 Our deceased confreres  
 

 

Please note that we are posting death 

notices on the SDS website 

(www.sds.org). We also send them to 

each member at their mailsds.org 

email address. 

institutional fundraising for concrete projects; 
mission and values; child protection; as well 
as project and application templates. 
Returning home after the two workshops, the 
participants carried with them a blueprint for 
the set-up of a local SOFIA office. In this way, 
the SOFIA network, which consists already of 
the Roman office SOFIA Global, the 
Fondazione SOFIA  (for Italy),  the Stiftung 
SOFIA Swiss (for Switzerland) and SOFIA 
Congo (the Congolese fundraising office, 
active now for 5 years), will continue to grow. 
We soon expect to see the birth of a SOFIA 
Tanzania and a SOFIA India office.  

Before all else, it is important to sharpen and 
form our thinking on fundraising. “Money” is 
not a dirty word; it is very much needed for 
our engagement in this world. What the 
Society tries to do, is find “money for 
mission.” Appealing to all kinds of persons 
and institutions, we invite them to become 
partners in our mission of making known and 
proclaiming the Savior, who gives His life for 
every human being and all creation. In order 
to make our appeal successful, we must 
address our own apostolates as well as the 
management and development of our 
provinces in a professional manner. Not in 
order to become just a well-oiled 
organization, but in order to become better 
servants of our Savior in His Church. And all of 
this for the benefit of the poor and little ones, 
who are not only in need of bread, clothing, 
shelter and education, but also through these, 
they show that they are in need of salvation.  
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Finding again the life-giving source  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Milton’s Pastoral Letter for 2017, Finding 

again the life-giving source: Living the 

Salvatorian charism with passion and 

authenticity, has been sent to the Units for 

distribution to the members. It is also 

available on our website (www.sds.org) by 

following the links under Resources > 

Members > Downloads > Pastoral Letter. 

  

Monthly Centenary Meditations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Adam Teneta, Postulator General, has 

posted meditations in honor of the Centenary 

of Death of the Founder on our www.sds.org 

website. These are for use by the members or 

units for their monthly commemorations on 

the 8th of each month. Click on the logo for 

the centenary on the home page and follow 

the links to Meditations. They are available 

for downloading in German (DE), English 

(EN), Spanish (ES), French (FR), Italian (IT), 

Polish (PL) and Portuguese (POR). 

 

Annales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The latest edition of Annales, vol. XVI, no. 4 

(2017) is now available on the www.sds.org 

website by following the links under 

Resources > Members > Downloads > 

Annales. This edition contains the reports in 

English of the visitations conducted during 

the 2006-2012 term of Fr. Andrew Urbański. 

Most of the reports were written in English 

whereas others have been translated. 

Furthermore, some of the reports have been 

slightly edited to facilitate readability in 

English. The reports in the original language 

of composition are also available in the 

members’ section under http://sds.org/

downloads/annales#817-original-visitation-

reports-2006-2012. These reports are 

provided to the members of the Society for 

study and reflection. Moreover, they serve as 

a historical record of the major issues and 

successes impacting the life of the Society 

during that period that may still be impacting 

 Publications 
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it today. The distance of time provides a new 

perspective and insights into what God is 

doing with us, what He is asking of us, and 

how we are responding to His call to know, 

love and proclaim Him as Salvatorians. We 

encourage you to access the edition and print 

it out for those who would like to have a 

hardcopy.  

 

Catalogus Generalis 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The latest edition of the Catalogus 

Generalis: Membership and Necrology of 

the Society of the Divine Savior, is 

available as of 08 DEC 17 online at 

www.sds.org under the members section for 

downloading. It, along with the database of 

members, is updated as new information is 

received. In addition, members who have 

activated their @mailsds.org email address 

can access the database on line for addresses 

and contact information at 

http://93.51.210.14:8081/sdsonline. The 

Catalogus is printed only in a limited edition 

for archival purposes. Therefore, in the 

interest of keeping the database and 

information about our members as current as 

possible we invite the communications 

contacts of each unit to send updates as 

changes occur to following email address: 

generalate-secretariat@mailsds.org.           

The updated Catalogus on our website will 

contain the date of the latest changes on the 

cover.   

 

Policies on SDS Documents 
 

According to Ordinance 19 of the 

XVIII General Chapter (2012), which 

requests devising procedures for protecting 

confidential and sensitive materials, Frs. Raúl 

Gómez Ruiz, Vicar General and General 

Secretary, and Michael Overmann, General 

Archivist, have elaborated with the help of the 

International Historical Commission, a Policy 

on the handling and access of confidential 

information as might occur in the office of the 

General Secretariat and in the General 

Archives. The Policy defines general 

principles as well as different levels of 

confidentiality and gives instructions on how 

to preserve and deal with classified 

information. The Superior General with the 

deliberative vote of the General Council has 

approved the Policy.  

The existing Rules regulating the use of the 

General Archives have been updated 

accordingly. Both Policies are on sds.org in all 

languages and can be downloaded in the 

members’ section under http://sds.org/

downloads/policies.  
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