
 BAPTISM REGISTRATION FORM       The Sacred Heart & St Margaret's Church  

Sacred Heart & St Margaret's Church - 56 John Street - Penicuik - EH26 8NE  
Office:  Phone: 01968673709 - Email: paschen@btinternet.com 

                                                            
  Please read “Parent's Role and responsibilities for baptism” for parish registration information bellow. 
 

 
PARENT’S ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR BAPTISM 
The Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church Baptism Policy requires the following: 

 Infants are to be baptised in the church proper to their parents unless a just cause suggests otherwise (Canon 857.2) 

 Parents agree to raise their Son/Daughter as a Catholic and as they grow older help them practice their faith. 

 If parents are NOT from Sacred Heart Church, they must provide a letter from their parish pastor giving them permission to baptise 
outside of their own parish boundaries. 

 Parents are expected to participate in a preparation process for the baptism of their child. Both parents must attend. 

 Parents must clearly understand the meaning of baptism and see this as a time of growth in their own relationship with God. 

 There must be a well-founded hope that the infant will be brought up in the Catholic religion; 

 If it is discerned that parents are in need of further catechesis, baptism may be delayed until further formation is completed. 
 Often parents ask about fees: there is no charge to be baptised in the Church. However, parents should give consideration to the 

following:  
a) an offering to the priest: this is part of the priest’s upkeep from the parish. When deciding how much this should be, perhaps 
consider how much you are spending on your celebrations in total. The priest’s offering could be relative to this. 
b) an offering for the parish: this is particularly appropriate if you do not live, practice your faith or give to the weekly collection in the 
parish where you are being married. This helps to offset the cost of heating, lighting and maintenance of the church building.  

 Birth certificates and Godparent forms must all be turned in to the office PRIOR to the baptism class. 

 In case of joint custody, a letter from the other parent must be provided granting permission to baptise child. 
 

GODPARENTS AND CHRISTIAN WITNESS REQUIREMENTS 
The Roman Catholic Church requires the following of Godparents (Canon 874.1) 

 The Godparents are to be chosen by the parents or guardians. 

 They are to be at least sixteen (16) years of age. 

 They must be Roman Catholics who are fully initiated (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist). 

 They should be leading a life in harmony with the faith; i.e. practicing Catholics, following the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, 
attending Mass, participating in the faith life of their parish and if married, married in a valid Catholic marriage. 

 The father or mother of the one to be baptised cannot act as a Godparent. 

 A baptised person belonging to a non-Catholic church community may be admitted as a witness to baptism, but only along with a 
Catholic Godparent (Canon 874.2). This person is not formally called a Godparent, but will be referred to as a Christian witness. 

 

THE SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING FOR GODPARENTS AND CHRISTIAN WITNESSES 

 You may choose one or two Godparents, but no more than two. If two Godparents are chosen, they must be male and female. 

 If the Godparents cannot be present at the Baptism, proxies can be designated to stand in for the godparents during the ceremony 
itself. They should meet the same qualifications as godparents but do not have to take classes. 

 You may select one Christian Witness to stand along with a Catholic Godparent. 

 Godparents are required to attend the Baptism Preparation Session. 

 Godparents (if members of Sacred Heart) will be required to fill out the Godparent Form. 

 If the Godparent/s are not members of our parish, they must present the Godparent Form to their parish priest for completion. 

 Godparents may also provide a form or letter from their own parish pastor stating that: 
a) The Godparent candidate is an active member of their parish and in good standing; 
b) They have fulfilled their OWN parish requirements for acting as a Godparent. 

 Letter from parish MUST be presented before the Baptism session is held. 
 


