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THE PARISH: 
 
In the "New Statistical Account of Scotland (1839-41)" the Rev. Scott Moncrieff mentions that 
from the 12th century to the Reformation the Parish of Penicuik continued as an independent 
parsonage; the grant of the living was in the hands of the Lord of the Manor. The Manor was 
held by a family who assumed their surname from it and were patrons of the Church. Some of 
the pre-reformation clergymen were: 
 1296 - Walter Edgar 
 1319 - Ricardus de Suthorpe 
 1448 - Alex. Vans 
 1472 - John Quitela 
 1550 - Archibald Robertson 
The last pre-reformation cleric was appointed in 1556 and was a relative of the patron. His 
name was William Penycuike. He continued in office for seven years after the Reformation and 
lived in Penicuik until the end of the 16th century. These clergymen were, of course Catholic, 
and probably were private chaplains to the Lord of the Manor. 
 
 There is no record of any sort of church being situated in Penicuik itself until mention is 
made in the "Minutes of the Kirk Session of Penicuik" of a decree of the Commissioners for 
Plantation of Kirks, dated 30th January I618, annexing to the Kirk of Pennycooke the lands of 
Mount Lothian and St. Katherine’s.  At the former there was the small church and churchyard 
of St. Mary, which were originally, it is thought, in the possession of the Lords of Restalrig who 
gave part of their lands, including Mount Lothian, to the Cistercian monks of St. Mary’s Abbey, 
Newbattle. Little if anything remains of the church and churchyard. 
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 The chapel of St. (K) Catherine was served also by the monks of Newbattle. According 
to legend, the chapel was built in the 14th century by Sir William St. Clair in thanksgiving for 
winning a wager with Robert the Bruce that his hounds Help and Hold would pull down a 
white deer before it crossed Glencorse burn. His life was the forfeit and the area of the chase 
the prize. All that remains now of the chapel is a pile of stones at the bottom of Glencorse 
Reservoir which was constructed in 1819-28. The stones can be seen during a severe drought 
when the reservoir is dry. The last time this happened was in 1955. 
 
 There are also the ruins of the old Glencorse Church which Scott Moncrieff says was 
probably built originally as a Popish place of worship. In addition there was, and still is, the 
beautiful Collegiate Church of St. Matthew founded in Roslin in 1450 with its renowned 
Prentice Pillar. This church together with Newbattle Abbey were the outstanding religious 
houses in Midlothian outside the city of Edinburgh and played a large part in strengthening 
the Catholic faith in the surrounding area. The monks from Newbattle not only did so much 
spiritually for the people but helped them also in a practical manner by developing agriculture, 
milling and coal mining. 
 
 How sad it was then, that Newbattle Abbey whose monks had so faithfully spread the 
Catholic faith should be in the fore-front of the Reformation. The Abbot, Mark Ker, renounced 
his Catholic faith, expelled the monks who would not follow in his footsteps and became a 
leading figure in spreading Protestantism. He retained the Abbey as his home and took a 
prominent part in the civil and ecclesiastical affairs of the country. In the course of time, the 
Newbattle property and lands were changed into a secular lordship and became the House of 
Lothian. We all know, too, that Edinburgh was the centre whence John Knox thundered his 
invective against the Catholic Church and Mary Queen of Scots in particular. In 1560 the 
Scottish Parliament abolished the jurisdiction of the Catholic Church and decreed the death 
penalty for saying Mass and harbouring priests. As well as the cruel persecution, to the point 
of death, of priests and laity, churches and abbeys were pillaged and razed. Those Catholics 
who escaped martyrdom were forced to flee into exile. Catholicism was practically wiped out 
and it is doubtful if there was a single Catholic left in the Lothian area. 
 
 However, in other parts of Scotland, in remote places, the Highlands and the Islands, 
small pockets of Catholics survived to maintain their faith. In spite of the vindictive laws 
against them and the often stringent searches made for them, there were always a few priests 
in hiding somewhere, even in the cities, saying Mass, baptising and ministering to those of the 
faithful who remained steadfast. The Jesuit Fathers Hay, Tyrie, Abercrombie, and of course, St. 
John Ogilvie were some of those who risked life and liberty to keep the Faith alive in Scotland. 
 
 For more than two hundred years the Catholic Church in Scotland struggled to stay 
alive mainly through the efforts of the small but constant trickle of priests who came from the 
European Colleges to work on the Scottish mission. In 1793 the Catholic Relief Act was passed 
relaxing the penal laws in Scotland and while it did not by any means give Catholics equal 
rights with Protestants, it at least gave them the protection of the law and allowed them once 
more to own property and build churches. St. Mary’s Chapel, now the Cathedral was built in 
Edinburgh in 1813 and opened in 1814. 
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 In 1829 the Catholic Emancipation Act was passed but not without a great deal of 
opposition and protestations of ‘Papal aggression’ and ‘No Popery'. The Act secured for 
Catholics almost all the same privileges as are enjoyed by others and admitting them to civil 
and political offices except those pertaining to the throne and the Lord Chancellorship. These 
early days of the 19th Century were not easy for Catholics and were filled with difficulties and 
obstructions. People's attitudes die very slowly and the awakening of Catholicism was slow to 
manifest itself. Catholics had for so long been shunned that the light of day of the 
Emancipation was for them the beginning of a great change. 
 
 In the middle of the 19th century. God’s will was revealed.  In Ireland,  the only 
northern country not to embrace the Reformation, severe political strife was widespread and 
in 1845 the great famine started. Thousands of Irish men, women and children fled their 
homeland and arrived in this country to find peace and jobs. Most of these emigrants were 
Catholics and their incoming greatly contributed to spread and strengthen the Church. The 
Industrial Revolution, demanding manpower never before dreamed of, helped also in the 
growth of the Faith.  In the period between 1840 and 1880 the population of Penicuik more 
than doubled from 2,200 to 5,300 due mainly to the extension of paper-making at Eskmiill, 
Low, Valleyfield and Bank Mills; to the development of coal mining, Greenlaw and 
Mauricewood, and to the constructions of reservoirs supplying water to Edinburgh and the 
Lothians. The supply of manpower for these works came mostly from the Irish Catholic 
families flooding into Scotland and, where they settled, the Church had to provide priests to 
say Mass and buildings where Mass could be said. 
 
 The supply of priests was greatly dependent upon the many young men fulfilling their 
vocation in the seminaries of Ireland. According to their needs the Scottish Bishops sought 
priests from the various seminaries either directly by visiting the colleges or through 
correspondence. Other means of recruiting Irish priests were: students volunteering to serve 
as priests in Scotland; some priests following ordination were sent by their bishops on loan to 
Scotland; another source came from the surplus priests ordained for Irish dioceses which were 
unable to assimilate them for some years. The Scottish bishops rightly took advantage of this 
surplus supply of priests until they were recalled to their Irish diocese. These young Irish 
priests in the 19th century and early part of the 20th century worked under great difficulties. 
There were grave social problems; slum dwelling and overcrowding; recurring periods of 
unemployment; degrading working conditions and virtually little, if any, provision for the 
unemployed; lack of educational facilities; prejudice and bigotry. 
 
 About this time Providence again took a hand in events. In 1851, The Lady Cecil, 
Dowager Marchioness of Lothian was received into the Church by the Jesuits of Farm Street, 
London. On returning to Scotland and her home at Newbattle, where once the monks had 
prayed and worked, she set about having a Catholic church built in Dalkeith near to her home 
and dedicated to St. David of Scotland, in reparation for the destruction by the reformers of so 
many of the churches and abbeys instituted by him. Thus the story of Catholicism in south 
Lothian turned full circle. 
 
 In 1854 the parish of St. David’s, Dalkeith, was established and the church opened for a 
congregation of about 800, of whom 500 were spread over the county outwith Dalkeith and 
its vicinity. In the early 1860's the administration of the parish was taken over by the Jesuits. 
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Two priests not only looked after the Catholics of Dalkeith but they served an area which 
included Bonnyrigg, Gilmerton, Gorebridge, Pathhead down to Soutra Hill and more 
particularly Loanhead, Rosewell, Roslin, Glencorse and Penicuik. On the third Sunday of each 
month Mass was celebrated at Glencorse. This was made possible through the generosity of 
one Michael Fox who set aside an apartment where Catholics could assemble. Where possible, 
Mass was said also between 1875 and 1877, usually every fourth Sunday, in a temporary 
chapel at Roslin. There is no doubt that the Catholics of Penicuik would gladly avail themselves 
of attending at Mass in these relatively near centres. 
 
 With the rapid expansion of the number of Catholics being sewed by St. David's, it was 
decided to build two new churches, at Penicuik and Loanhead. Mass was now being said every 
month at Penicuik in a room hired by Fr. Thomson, S.J. at Thorburn Terrace in the home of the 
Keegan family, where the two boys, James and Willie, acted as altar boys. The building of the 
church at Loanhead was started in 1876 under the supervision of Fr. Thomson. The bulk of the 
money to pay for the construction was provided by Lady Lothian and her sons and it was 
dedicated to St. Margaret, mother of St. David. In 1878, the year of the Restoration of the 
Hierarchy, the new church was solemnly opened by Archbishop Strain, the first church to be 
opened in the new Archdiocese of St. Andrews and Edinburgh. It continued to be served by St. 
David's, Dalkeith, with Mass every second Sunday until 1881, when Loanhead became a 
separate parish under Fr. Joseph Hannan and with Penicuik under its Care. Dalkeith was left to 
serve Roslin and Rosewell. 
 
 Sadly, Lady Lothian died in 1877 while on a pilgrimage to Rome but from her will £600 
was set aside for the building of a church school in Penicuik and in 1882 this desire was 
realised. Although not fully completed the church was opened for Midnight Mass, 24/25 
December 1882. This momentous event in Penicuik can best be described by repeating 
verbatim the press report published in the Midlothian Journal of 29th December 1882. 
 
Roman Catholic Chapel: - During the past few years, although the Roman Catholic community 
have had a resident priest they have never had a place of worship of their own, and some time 
ago negotiations for the feuing of a piece of ground were entered into, but never carried 
through, and it was only during the past year, after the appointment of the present incumbent, 
the Rev. Thomas Boilson, that a piece of ground was bought at the price of something like 
£250. The ground adjoins the Parish School, and during coaching days belonged to Messrs. 
Croal.  As yet the only access is by a lane off John Street, but as there is a prospect of the 
adjoining front feus being ultimately secured, it may eventually enter off Jackson Street, 
meantime the building which has been erected thereon is to serve the double purpose of a 
school during the week and a chapel when necessary. This chapel - school has been erected to 
accommodate 300, at a cost of about £800. In the erection of a chapel upon the ground, thus 
secured, considerable difficulty was felt in planning such a building upon the limited space, as 
would, while giving the requisite accommodation, at the same time retain sufficiently the main 
characteristics of ecclesiastical architecture. This difficulty however, was surmounted by the 
architect giving a nave of 32ft. 6in. by 24ft. 6in. while parallel to it he ran an aisle 33ft. by 11fi. 
6in., the division being two pillars, from which, along with those adjoining the gables, spring 
three spandrel arches which serve to support the roof on that side. At the east end of the nave 
is the chancel, with the altar, and adjoining, at the east end of the aisle, are the vestry and 
sacristy. 



The Sacred Heart Church 1882 - 1982 A Short History 

5 
 

The nave is lighted on the south side by a three-light lancet window, with other two single ones 
on either side of it; the west gable by a three-light window, and the chancel by two single 
windows, one on each side of the altar, while the aisle is lighted on the west end by two 
windows, and on the north side by six windows. Entrance is had by two doors, one in the south-
west corner of the nave, and the other in the south-east corner adjoining the chancel. The 
building is of freestone, and quite plain. Inside there is no ornamentation except in regard to 
the altar which, ornamented with stucco, makes up in a neat and graceful design for the 
plainness of the building. The altar is supported on six columns, each of which is surmounted 
by a capitol beautifully decorated by foliage work, four of these columns being in front. The 
front is formed between the pillars with three Caspian panels and on the centre is carved the 
letters ‘I.H.S.'. At each end of the letters a pillar stands, also with an elaborate foliated capitol, 
and supporting a niche. The two niches and the tabernacle, which stands on the centre of the 
altar, are all surmounted by crosses; and the reredos, which is of a neat design, is stepped.  
The contractors for the mason work were Messrs Lawson & Son; for the joiner work, Messrs 
Ewart & Son; for the plaster work, Mr. Condon, Edinburgh; and the plumber work, Messrs H. 
Paterson & Son, Edinburgh; while Mr. Biggar, Frederick St., Edinburgh, has been architect. It 
may be mentioned that the altar was designed and erected under the superintendence of Mr. 
Condon’s foreman, Mr. John Williamson.  
About eight o’clock on Christmas Eve the workmen had so far completed the work in 
connection with the building that it could be used for service. Some of the work, such as 
varnishing and seating, requires yet to be done, but as Messrs Ewart have kindly given the use 
of forms until the seating is completed, the chapel will now be in regular use. Before eleven 
o'clock on Christmas Eve, thanks to the energy of Mr. Stewart and his co-workers, all signs of 
the recent departure of workmen had been cleared away, the candles lighted and the 
temporary candelabra decorated with evergreens and flowers, so that when Midnight Mass 
came to be celebrated the worshippers had the satisfaction of taking part in the ceremonial in 
their own chapel, and in a manner consistent with its festal character. The number who 
attended at midnight and also on Christmas was very large, many of them having travelled 
nine or ten miles from the outlying districts. The Choir which was under the leadership of Miss 
O’Reilly, Edinburgh, gives promise, considering the short time they have been in practice, of 
proving a most effective part of the services in the new Chapel. 
 
 (In the first sentence of the press report the statement about a priest being resident 
seems to be incorrect. Nowhere else is there mention of a priest residing in Penicuik and a 
scrutiny of the 1881 Census revealed nothing).  
Although the building was designed and built to serve as a school as well as a Church it was 
not used in its dual purpose for some three years after its opening for Church services i.e. 
sometime between 24th February 1885 and 9th March 1886. 
 
 Father Thomas Boilson remained as parish priest - with Glencorse, Roslin and Rosewell 
under his charge - and school Manager for the next 3½ years and during that time the house 
at 57 John Street, Alpine Villa, was purchased by the Church Trustees from a Mr. Robert Ewart 
on 9th May 1834. He was transferred to Kirkcaldy in June 1886 to the dismay not only of his 
Catholic flock but also of the rest of the Penicuik community as the Journal of 21st May 1886 
reports ‘Mr. Boilson came to Penicuik about four years ago, and by his energetic and hearty 
spirit, united the Catholics here as one man. A chapel was built and a school opened in 
connection with it. In the village Mr. Boilson has made many friends; and his open generous 



The Sacred Heart Church 1882 - 1982 A Short History 

6 
 

manner broke down all barriers as between Catholic and Protestant, and he showed his 
readiness to join in every good work that was likely to promote the comfort and welfare of the 
village. The young people, we are sure, will miss him very much as he entered enthusiastically 
into their games, and contributed liberally for procuring bats and wickets, footballs and 
whatever was likely to cheer the youngsters. The only condition he was known to make was 
‘Don’t Quarrel’. We are sure all will unite in wishing him well in his new field of labour’. 
 
 Two presentation meetings were held to wish him goodbye. The first in the school 
room on Tuesday evening 28th May, 1886 when the school children and members of the 
congregation presented a beautiful silver tankard and bouquet’. Mr. Edward Murphy said ‘that 
in now parting with Mr. Boilson they may be said to be parting with their first priest, as before 
this is was necessary for them, having no chapel. to walk to Loanhead or Dalkeith, and he was 
sure while full of sorrow for the loss of their kind father tonight, they would still be ready to 
give warm wishes to his successor, and this would just be carrying out the idea of Father 
Boilson in working all together’. Following the presentation and speeches a concert was held 
when songs were sung by the school children and friends. 
Looking at the programme of song titles, one is left in no doubt of the ancestry of the 
participants e.g. ‘Brannigan’s Band’ by the boys,  'God save Ireland' by all the children; ‘Soldier 
Boy’; ‘The hat my father wore’; ‘Emmet’s farewell to his‘ love’; etc. 
 
 The second meeting was held on 13th June 1886 in the Town Hall when Father Boilson 
was presented with a purse of sovereigns and an address from ‘The Catholics and Protestants 
of Penicuik’. The reverend gentlemen’s renown in Penicuik was not only because of his status 
as a minister of religion, but more so because it was he who introduced the game of football 
to the town when he formed a team named ‘The Emmet’ in 1882. The members were drawn 
from his congregation with Mr. Frank McNulty as Secretary. Some of the Emmet players were 
‘bearded men’ and knew very little of the rules of the game, their chief object being to score. 
The team was a senior one playing against the Hibernians of Edinburgh. The Emmet did not 
last very long, the best of their players transferring to the Britannic Star which had been 
instituted on 26th November 1883. Nevertheless, Father Boilson had sown the seed and as 
well as the Star there were now three other senior teams in the burgh. 
 
 Regretfully, Father Boilson departed before the church was officially opened, blessed 
and consecrated to ‘The Sacred Heart of Jesus’. lt fell to his successor, Rev. W.E. Rooney to 
arrange this important event which was carried out by Archbishop William Smith on l2th 
September 1886. It is not known whose decision it was or why the church was dedicated to 
‘The Sacred Heart’. Perhaps, it was for the same reason that the congregation of St. David’s, 
Dalkeith, had erected a Sacred Heart shrine in their church to the memory of Lady Lothian 
who had been such a generous benefactor to the Catholics of the Lothians. What greater 
advocate could have been chosen? In 1674 when Our Lord showed Himself to Saint Margaret 
Mary in His glorious Humanity and spoke to her ‘My Divine Heart is so full of love for men  
that, being unable to contain within Itself the flames of its burning charity It must spread them 
abroad’. In a further revelation, on the feast of St. John the Evangelist, it was made known to 
St. Margaret Mary that our Divine Saviour ‘promised that he would pour forth the gifts of his 
love abundantly on all those who should honour His Heart and, that wherever Its image would 
be exposed for special veneration  it would draw down every sort of blessing‘. 
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 The ceremony of the blessing of the church created great interest, particularly the 
processions, the like of which had never been seen in Penicuik. The press report of 17th 
September 1886 describing the event is so colourful and explicit that it is worth repeating 
here: 
 
 

CONSECRATION AND FORMAL OPENING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 
On Sunday last his Grace the Archbishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh and Metropolitan of 
Scotland blessed and consecrated the above church to the ‘Sacred Heart of Jesus’. Great 
preparations had been made for the important event by the members of the congregation 
under the direction of their pastor - Rev. Father Rooney. The little church is situated a little 
way along the main street, and surrounded by a piece of enclosed ground. On the occasion of 
their Archbishop's first visit to Penicuik, they had erected over the main entrance a triumphal 
arch of evergreens with the Gaelic words ‘Cead Mile Failte’ (a hundred thousand welcomes) in 
large red letters on a white background, which, with the massive green framework had a very 
pretty effect. At the door of the church was another archway of heavy foliage. At the top of 
the arch was a graceful scroll bearing the Latin words ‘Ecce Sacerdos Magnus’. Surrounding 
the arch were the Archbishop’s own family arms in an elegant frame, flanked on either side by 
the British colours, whilst flags and bunting of various colours were freely and judiciously 
distributed round the building standing with telling effect against the silvan background and 
distant Pentlands. The interior of the church clearly showed that teal work had been 
vigorously going on for some time back. Not only has the church been cleaned and repaired 
but several very decided and desirable improvements have been made, particularly within the 
sanctuary and about the altar, the interior decorations were of a most elaborate and finished 
kind. Round the whole church garlands of evergreens hung in graceful waves. At suitable 
intervals were suspended wreaths of moss and beautiful flowers.  
Between the windows and other suitable parts of the walls, were hung rich banners of various 
designs and colours; whilst from the three arches of the side aisle and west window were 
hung baskets of cut flowers neatly arranged. The sanctuary decoration had evidently received 
special care and attention. The walls are painted green, the upper portion being of a much 
lighter shade, all of which harmonizes beautifully with the crimson carpet and side curtains. 
Above the altar between the two windows was a large oil painting in a heavy gilt frame and 
presented to Father Rooney for his church by a well known Edinburgh artist Miss E.A. 
McHardy. The picture represents Our Lord pointing to His Heart inflamed with love for 
mankind, and is after the famous French painting of the same subject - ‘Sacre Coeur'. The 
artist’s efforts to produce the Saviour of meekness and love and compassion are highly 
successful. On looking at the soft and kindly expression of the face, we are forcibly reminded 
of the Divine Master who said ‘Learn of me because l am meek and humble of heart’. It wears 
an expression of mildness, sweetness, and love as if inviting all who ‘labour and are burdened 
to come to him for rest and comfort’. 
 The Catholics of Penicuik may indeed congratulate themselves in possessing a good work of 
that art, which their church has so carefully nursed and developed so generously. 
Around the artistically-decorated altar was a profusion of choice hothouse plants which 
produced a very fine effect. About nine o'clock the Archbishop, vested in a rich cape and cloth 
of gold, proceeded to consecrate the building, which ceremony was most impressive - his 
Grace, followed by the congregation, walking round the church reciting the prescribed 
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prayers. They then entered the church where the ceremony was continued. The Archbishop 
having arrived at the altar recited together with the congregation the Liturgy of the Saints. 
When finished he was vested and proceeded to celebrate Mass. During this service about 160 
received communion, amongst whom some 50 children received the Sacrament for the first 
time. At the conclusion of the service all the children proceeded to Bank Street Hall where a 
good breakfast had been provided for them. By this time another contingent of children from 
Rosewell - also under Father Rooney’s charge - joined the Penicuik body and formed into 
processional order and walked to church. The procession was headed by a banner followed by 
little boys in couples, each wearing a white rosette on his breast. Then followed the girls in 
couples, the little ones in front then the older ones came.  
All the girls wore long white veils, provided by Kennington and Jenner, Edinburgh, surrounded 
by beautiful wreaths of snow white flowers. The procession, the like of which had never been 
seen in Penicuik, created no small sensation. The procession proceeding to the church having 
gone by a less frequented road caused some little disappointment to many who were eagerly 
waiting for its appearance in the principal street. At 11.30 the principal service of the day 
began. The church by this time was packed leaving barely standing room. On the arrival of the 
Archbishop from the presbytery the soldiers who attended the Catholic Church were drawn up 
into two files and saluted his Grace as he passed in, attended by Father Rooney, and 
preceeded by three charming and beautiful little children about four years of age, dressed in 
white veils and wreaths, who strewed his path with rose leaves from little baskets they had 
suspended round their necks with ribbon. The ‘Missa Cantata’ was sung by Father Rooney. The 
beauty of the Gregorian Chant, which nothing in the whole range of music can surpass, were 
brought out with fine effect by the reverend gentlemen especially at the part called the 
‘Preface’, when he was accompanied by the harmonium, voice and instrument blending with 
faultless precision. The choir, which was composed of some ladies from Edinburgh sang, the 
‘Messe Solenelle’ by Luigi Bordise.  
As the Offertory piece, Miss M.J.W. Hardy , a lady possessing a fine and powerful soprano 
voice , sang Cherubini's ‘Ave Maria’ in very finished style. At another part of the service there 
was sung a piece, ‘O Salutaris', a Latin hymn, by a lady with a sweet and sympathetic alto 
voice. The whole service was gone through in Latin - the language of the Church; but after 
singing the Gospel in Latin the officiating clergyman turned towards the people and read in a 
clear and intelligible tone the portion of the Bible appointed for that day. 
The Mass then proceeded. At the conclusion of Mass the Archbishop addressed the 
congregation present, speaking at some length on the love of the Heart of Jesus Christ for 
mankind  He then administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 104 of the congregation and 
the interesting and most impressive service was concluded.  
The children once more formed into procession and marched back to Bank Street Hall by John 
Street and the beautiful procession of upwards of a hundred children, as they moved slowly 
along, was witnessed by large numbers of admiring people, who seemed very interested and 
pleased at the pretty and unusual sight. 
In the evening there was another service, ‘Rosary’ and ‘Benediction’. Prayers were said by 
priest and people alternately, interspersed by singing. 
For this service the altar had been specially prepared. Numbers of candles, large and small, 
were arranged upon the altar around the tabernacle in a design which when all the candles 
were lighted had a lovely effect. From the centre of the roof was suspended a ‘Fairy Lamp’ of a 
crimson colour with hanging ferns which gave a completion to the whole. The music in the 
evening consisted of some hymns, Litany and ‘Tantum Ergo’.  
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The church was again full and this concluded a day which will be long remembered in Penicuik, 
and be recalled with pleasure by Protestants as well as Catholics.  
The conduct of the children was edifying and, young as many of them were, they seemed not 
to have forgotten they were taking part in a religious service and not walking for mere parade. 
The whole day's proceedings were carried through with such order and smoothness that the 
reverend pastor may congratulate himself on the great success of the memorable day. The 
Archbishop left Penicuik on Monday forenoon.  
 
 It will be seen that the report tells of 160 people receiving communion amongst whom 
some 5O children received the Sacrament for the first time. It should be remembered that, at 
that time, children made their First Communion at the age of twelve, thirteen or fourteen 
years. Some years later in 1903 the saintly Pius X. succeeded Leo XIII. As Pope he had a sincere 
and humble love of the Holy Eucharist and on 20th December 1906 promulgated the decree 
concerning ‘Frequent and daily Communion’. Another decree was Communion for children. It 
was as necessary for them as for their elders, said the Pope.  In 1910 a third decree fixed the 
age of First Communion at about seven ycars, or the age of reason. 
Father Rooney stayed in Penicuik for only 18 months. He left on 16th January 1887 having 
accepted the post of vice-rector at the Scots College in Rome. He returned to Scotland in 1897 
and was blessed with a long and renowned career in the service of the Church in this diocese. 
He died in Peebles on 25th May, 1941. His successor, Father Peter McAnaa, was born at 
Airdrie on 12th May, 1856, ordained in St. John Laterans on 17th December 1881 and 
returned to Scotland in April 1883 as assistant priest at Broxburn. He came to Penicuik in 1887 
from the Cathedral and like Father Rooney his stay was short being transferred to Haddington 
in September 1889. 
As the local press said ‘The people of Penicuik have heard with regret that this change has 
occurred so soon, the reverend gentleman having so thoroughly identified himself with every 
public movement in the district. He was a member of the School Board, Parochial Board, and 
Landward Authority, besides being connected with the Musical Association and other 
movements. In the late disaster (Mauricewood pit disaster 5th September 1889 when 63 men 
and boys died) he was a frequent visitor to the pits and was constant in his attendance on the 
bereaved. He was appointed to the committee of the Relief Fund, and his own people, as well 
as other denominations, regret losing so enthusiastic a worker’. 
 At an early age, Peter McAnaa was made a Canon but died in Glasgow on 26th November 
1898 only 41 years old. His priests’ house at Haddington was burned down in the summer of 
1897 and it is thought that the shock of this calamity affected his health. During his period in 
charge of the Catholics of Penicuik and Rosewell he was in attendance on Sunday 3rd February 
1889 at Rosewell when  Archbishop Smith opened and dedicated to St. Matthew ‘a modest 
little Church, built in the Gothic style and erected at the east end of the village’. A large 
number of the Penicuik congregation was present and the Penicuik choir rendered the music. 
One other service in the Church conducted by Father McAnaa was deemed worthy of note by 
the local press. ‘On Sunday evening, 8th May 1887 a large statue of the Virgin Mary, placed 
upon an imitation rockery, was blessed by the clergyman. A hymn was then sung by the 
people. Its idea was the offering of flowers to symbolise their prayers. During the singing, a 
number of young ladies‘, with white veils and wreaths in their hands, went up in procession 
and each made her offering of flowers. Two tiny children, in white, then brought up a fine 
floral wreath, while the hymn said: ‘Accept our wreath of flowers, And be our Queen of May.’ 
The many lights and flowers produced a strange and pleasing effect. 
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The reverend gentleman then explained, at some length, the Catholic view of prayers to the 
Holy Virgin.‘  
 
 Following the departure of Father McAnaa the parish was in the care of Father Hoban 
for a few months before he moved to take charge of Loanhead. For the next two years, the 
Rev. Pat McMahon was our parish priest. ‘He did not take an active part in public affairs but he 
was respected for his quiet unostentatious manner'. He transferred to Lochgelly in an 
exchange with Father Pat Macnamara. 
This was the beginning of a more unchanging pastorate because Father Macnamara remained 
for ten and a half years then left in September I903 for Kilsyth. Father Conway from 
Lennoxtown reigned from September 1903 until July 1909. ‘A gentleman who took a lively 
interest in amateur sport particularly the local junior football team at whose games his 
presence was much appreciated by the followers of the club’. Next followed the Rev. John 
Dominic Wood, the longest serving parish priest, who came from St. Francis Xavier, Falkirk, in 
July 1909 and stayed in charge until 1932. 
 
Thus, in the first 50 years of the parish's existence the priests in charge were: 
 Rev. Thomas Boilson,  1882 - June 1886., tranferred to Kirkcaldy; 
 Rev. Wm. E. Rooney,  1886 - January 1887, to Scots College, Rome; 
 Rev. Peter McAnaa,  1887 - September 1889, to Haddington; 
 Rev. F. Hoban,   1889 - 1890, to Loanhead; 
 Rev. Pat McMahon,  1890 - 1892, to Lochgelly; 
 Rev. Pat Macnamara,  1892 - September  1903, to Kilsyth; 
 Rev. Dan Conway,  1903 - July 1909, to Denny; 
 Rev. John.D. Wood,  1909 - 1932, to Rosewell; 
 
The recorded statistics for the early years were: 
 
Year   No. of Baptisms      No. of Marriages 
1882   2 (24/12 and 27/12)       1 (29/12) 
         John Breheney and 
         Jane Crawford 
1883   17 inc. 4 from Glencorse)     4 
1884   17 (inc. S from Glencorse and 3 from Rosewell  3 
1885   17 (inc. 4 from Glencorse and 9 from Rosewell)  4 
1886   20 (inc. 3 from Glencorse and 10 from Rosewell  3 
1906   10        1 
1932   7        Nil 
 
 
At the Consecration and Blessing of the church in September 1886 Archbishop William Smith 
administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 104 of the congregation, according to the 
press reports. 
In August 1888 he confirmed 72 people and on 4th June 1893 and 23rd May 1897 Archbishop 
Angus MacDonald confirmed 41 and 40 people respectively. On the latter date he confirmed 
also 92 at Rosewell.  
In 1911 47 people received Confirmation at the hands of Archbishop James A. Smith.  
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On that occasion the sponsors were Major General Lord Kerr and Lady Kerr. 
In 1932 Archbishop Andrew Joseph McDonald confirmed 34 young people. 
 
 I have been unable to discover the number of Catholics to which these statistics refer. 
Scott Moncrieff‘s ‘Statistical Account’ of 1834 states ‘that there are not 10 Catholics in the 
parish of Penicuik and I.J. Wilson in his ‘Annals of Penicuik’ quotes the parish minister of 1840 
as saying that there were 18 R.C.s in the neighbourhood.  
The influx of Irish in the second half of the 19th century would have greatly increased the 
number of Catholics and as the church was built in 1882 to accommodate 300. It is reasonable 
to assume that there were probably around 200 Catholics at that time. Wilson’s Annals, 1891 
states ‘a large congregation attends chapel. They (Catholics) have now an organised 
congregation, a resident priest and a well equipped day school’. The 1952 Catholic Directory 
gives the estimated Catholic population of Penicuik as 370 and the current estimate is 
approximately 1,000. 
 
 A feature of the parish life during those early years was the strong social communion 
of the people, e.g. the St. Patrick celebration around 17th March each year; the summer 
outings to the coast resorts or to the Borders and the school childrens’ annual concerts. 
The latter were held sometimes in the school, sometimes in one of the various halls then 
existing i.e. Drill Hall; Bank Street, Croft Street, and the Cowan Institute or Town Hall. On 
occasions these concerts were such a success that repeat performances were given e.g. from 
the press of 2nd May 1896 ‘By special request the children of Penicuik Catholic School gave a 
repeat concert in the chapel on the evening of Thursday last week  on the motion of Baillie 
A.G. Wilson, a hearty vote of thanks was awarded the scholars for their entertainment’, and 
again from the Journal of 29th September 1906. ‘On Friday and Saturday last, the children 
attending the R.C. School gave an entertainment in the Drill Hall. The programme consisted of 
an operetta entitled ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’. 
Father Conway presided ‘on Friday and Provost Wilson at the Saturday evening performance. 
The childrens' concerts were held at no regular time of year; sometimes at the start of the 
year, other times in the autumn. The last press report I have, is for a concert given by the 
children, aided by the St. Patrick’s Club from Edinburgh, in the Cowan Institute on Tuesday 
26th March 1918.  
The report says, ‘In aid of the funds for the Catholic school a successful concert was given in 
the Cowan Institute Hall on Tuesday evening, when there was a crowded house. Half of the 
programme was contributed by the children, whose exhibition of drill, dancing and excellent 
singing reflected great credit on teachers and scholars alike. 
The childrens‘ wax-work, containing such well known figures as Charlie Chaplin, the Kaiser and 
the Food Controller, created great fun when the figures were wound up. A number of 
Edinburgh friends, belonging to the St. Patrick's Club, gave a real ‘Irish Night’ of songs, 
recitations, and patter, concluding with a negro sketch which gave great delight. Father Wood 
acquitted himself very successfully as accompanist’.  
 
 It would appear that the St. Patrick’s Day celebration had originated well before the 
Church was built. The report in the Journal dated 27th March 1886 states ‘The eleventh 
Annual ball in connection with the celebration of St. Patrick was held in Bank StreetHall on the 
evening of Friday last when upwards of twenty couples were present. Mr. Edward Gribbon 
acted as M.C. in a very creditable manner.Throughout the evening songs were sung. The 
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dancing begun at 10.30pm and carried on with great spirit until early morning. The Rev. Father 
Boilson expressed himself highly delighted with the evening's proceedings’.  
After 1889 there are no reports of St. Patrick’s celebrations as such but in February and 
October 1904, October 1905 and November 1906 there are reports of parish reunions being 
held in the Cowan Institute. These consisted of a programme of songs followed by dancing. 
 
           During and following the Great War of 1914-18 Rosewell, St. Matthew’: became the 
dominant partner of the two parishes because of the expansion of the coal mine and the 
setting up of the gunpowder factory ,and  a carpet factory almost midway between Rosewell 
and Roslin. Father Wood found the work of administering the two parishes with the constant 
travelling becoming more and more burdensome. He had also an intense desire to erect a new 
church in  Rosewell in honour of St. Matthew the patron Saint of Roslin and district.  
 
 On 19th September, 1920 an announcement was made that a curate was to be 
appointed to assist at Penicuik and Rosewell. Father Dan Ramsey, a young Irish priest from 
Derry on loan to the diocese since 1913, arrived on 3rd October, 1920 as the first curate. 
Unfortunately he was recalled home immediately and left on 12th December, 1920. A week 
later Father Bernard O’Hanlon began work in the combined parishes. He remained as curate 
until 2nd February, 1923 when he was transferred to Cowdenbeath. A number of curates 
followed, Rev. Joseph Byrne, another Derry man, ordained in 1922 for St. Andrews and 
Edinburgh who became renowned for his work in education particularly in Fife. He also 
founded the parish of St. Bernadette, Larbert and built a church there. He also built St. Pius X's 
Church at Kirkcaldy and provided a new church of St. Marie. He died on 14th May 1977, aged 
78 years; Rev. Hugh Milligan (again from Derry on loan from 1924-28. He retired owing to ill 
health in 1929): Rev. Philip Murphy; Rev. Gerald Sinnott, (from Co. Carlow, Leinster, on loan 
from 1926 to 1931); Rev. John McGrail; Rev. Nicholas Comey, (from Co. Cavan on loan 1928 to 
1933. At Penicuik 1928-31); Rev. Francis McFarlane 1929-1930. 
 
 On 24th November, 1923 Father Wood realised his great ambition when Bishop Henry 
Graham blessed and opened an imposing new church in Rosewell dedicated to St. Matthew. A 
presbytery was included in the building and shortly afterwards he moved out of Alpine Villa, 
Penicuik to reside permanently in Rosewell.  (He died there on 12th November, 1942 at the 
age of 64 years). However, the Sacred Heart parish church continued under his care and was 
served from St. Matthew's until the appointment in 1932 of Father James F. Maxwell as parish 
priest of Penicuik. He was born at Drunaroad, Co. Down and ordained at Newry on 16th June 
1927 for our diocese. He was with us for little more than a year and moved to Our Lady, Star 
of the Sea, North Berwick; he retired to Dublin in 1965 and died on 17th October 1979 aged 76 
years.  
Father Maxwell was followed in quick succession by Rev. Anthony Flynn (1933-1936); Rev. 
Roger Gallagher  (1936-1938); Rev. James K. Dennis (another Derry man) who came to 
Penicuik in 1938 after serving at St. Mary’s Cathedral and St. Francis Xavier, Falkirk. He had 
been ordained on 10th June 1934 for St. Andrews and Edinburgh by Bishop Collier of Ossory at 
St. Mary’s, Edinburgh; Rev. Gerard McGarry, arrived in 1941 from St. Patrick's, Edinburgh. He 
was born at Cloone, Co. Leitrim and was ordained at Dublin on 19th June, 1938 by Bishop 
Thomas Keogh of Kildare for St. Andrews and Edinburgh.  
Father McGarry lasted here a bit longer than his predecessors staying until 1954 when he was 
transferred to Cowie. The Miners’ Welfare Institute was filled to its utmost capacity by the 
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Sacred Heart parishioners for the presentation to Father McGarry of a gold watch ‘as a small 
token of their affection and esteem’. The presentation was made by Bailie McLafferty and 
among the audience were the priests of the neighbouring parishes and of course the new 
Penicuik parish priest, Father Edward Hyland, now Canon at St. Patrick's, Edinburgh. He was 
born at Kilmaine, Co. Mayo and was ordained on 23rd June, 1940. He was an assistant at St. 
Patrick’s, Edinburgh for 14 years before coming to Penicuik in 1954. He was appointed Canon 
in 1960 and returned to St. Patrick’s in 1967 as parish priest. Ordained on 20th June, 1943 
Father Michael Jackson from County Meath, came to Penicuik in 1967 after serving as 
assistant at several parishes and as parish priest at St. Mary’s, Slamannan.' 
 
 During its hundred years existence the church building has undergone several 
alterations, many because of adverse reports by school inspectors regarding the inadequacy of 
the building as a school. The first mention of change occurs in the press report of 17th 
September 1886 describing the formal opening and blessing of the church. The report says the 
church has been recently painted and various alterations of an effective character been made 
upon it’. The Catholic Directory of 1887 also mentions extensive repairs particularly to the 
sanctuary having been carried out. About the beginning of the century a school report states 
that valuable improvements have been made on the building both inside and outside. It is 
thought that the main work referred to was the heightening of the roof of the aisle and the 
insertion of the twelve top windows. In 1913 roof lights were put in and in’ 1933 the gas 
fitments were removed and electric light introduced. In more recent times considerable 
changes have been made. A new altar, from the Sacred Heart Chapel of the Cathedral, was set 
up in place of the original one and later, after Vatican II, this altar was removed to the Our 
Lady aisle and a new altar built in the middle of the sanctuary so that the priest could face the 
people ‘whilst celebrating the Holy Sacrifice. Central heating was introduced and about 1960 
Father Hyland renewed the flooring and the seating. In 1979 Alpine Villa, 57 John Street  was 
sold and the two houses on the opposite side of that street, and at the foot of the church lane 
were bought. One house was renovated to act as the priest’s house and the other one 
converted into offices to rent.  
It is worthy of note that in June 1939 Father Dennis, the parish priest at that time, submitted 
to the Diocesan Finance Committee a detailed report giving his proposals and estimates of 
improvements required to the church and the presbytery. These included central heating, new 
flooring and new seats and the proposal that 57 John Street should be sold at the then current 
value of £900 and a bungalow built adjacent to the church for use as the priest’s house. The 
outbreak of war in September put a full stop to any such alterations for some time to come. 
 
 Not only the church building has undergone change but Holy Church herself has 
instituted changes in procedures and rites, particularly following the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII to help the Church ‘bring herself up-to-date‘. 
The Council’s vast programme included a more positive status’ for the laity. The Council 
recognised that the laity are members of a community who need to be consulted and taken up 
into the Church’s life in all respects as full members. There are now new and fuller ways in 
which our membership of the Church can be put into practice. Consider public worship, the 
Church has moved out of the age in which everything centred on the priest, to an age in which 
worship has become primarily the act of a whole community of people. We have moved away 
from ceremonies and language which more or less ignored the people, leaving them passive, 
towards one which engages them as fully as possible. The Second Vatican Council said that 
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everything possible should be done to enable people to take an active, positive part in worship 
which should be directly intelligible to them. Thus we have the priest, the Celebrant of Holy 
Mass, at the centre of the altar facing his people. The prayers of the Mass are recited by priest 
and people in the vernacular and the people make the responses which not so very long ago 
only the altar servers uttered in the dead language of Latin. 
 
 Since the Second Vatican Council lay men and women have been given more 
responsibilities; they have entered more frequently into the forming of local and national 
Church policies. The Decree on the Church issued by the Council says ‘Pastors should 
recognise and encourage the dignity and responsibility of the laity in the Church: let them 
willingly use their prudent counsel: let them confidently entrust to them duties in the service 
of the Church’. However, the laity must remember that there are two sides to the 
responsibilities involved in the membership of any community or society. ‘Like all the faithful, 
the laity should promptly embrace with Christian obedience what their holy pastors, as 
representing Christ, decide as teachers and rulers in the Church’. It was in accordance with 
this decree of the Vatican Council that on 22nd June 1978 a Parish Council was formed here in 
Penicuik ‘to foster understanding and collaboration between the parish priest and the people 
in the total work and mission of the people’. 
 
 As we approach the end of this narrative of our Sacred Heart parish, it may be of 
spiritual benefit to look back at the Catholic way of life of our forefathers and compare it with 
our modern times. We should marvel at their faith and their love of Christ and His Church. 
Today most of us reside within easy reach of a church, making it easy to fulfil our obligation of 
attendance at weekly Mass on Sundays; to visit the confessional and partake of Holy 
Communion more or less when we please; few attend daily Mass at 9am; the sacramental fast 
is a mere one hour. Today, the Church commands us to fast and abstain from eating meat on 
very few occasions; the recitation of the Rosary and Benediction appear to be devotions 
practised only seldom and not on a regular basis. Consider then the early days of the parish; to 
attend Mass meant a walk of many miles and when the church was built the Sunday services 
were, Mass at 11.30am; baptisms at 2pm; catechism at 3pm; devotions and instructions at 
7pm. Daily Mass was at 8am; confessions were heard on Saturday evening or before Mass on 
Sunday morning.  
The sacramental fast was from midnight preceding Communion. The fasting days were the 
weekdays of Lent, the Ember days, i.e. the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday of four fixed 
weeks in the year, and the vigils of Pentecost, the Assumption, All Saints and Christmas. The 
days of Abstinence were all Fridays, all Ember Wednesdays, Ash Wednesday and Ember 
Saturday in Lent, Holy Saturday till noon and the vigils of the Assumption, All Saints and 
Christmas; the devotions of Rosary and Benediction took place not only on each Sunday but 
also on each Friday evening and nightly during the months of May and October. 
 
 Finally we cannot finish without a mention of two young men who left the parish to 
become Ambassadors of Christ by entering the Priesthood. 
 
 First of these was Father John McGeown. Born on 4th March l906 at Flemington, 
Lanarkshire, he was brought up by his maternal grandmother, Mrs. Dievers, Cranston Street, 
and attended our Sacred Heart school before going on to Holy Cross Academy, Leith, about 
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I918. He continued his studies at St. Kieran’s College, Kilkenny before proceeding in 1927 to 
the Scots College in Rome. 
Ordained to the priesthood on 23rd December 1933 in the Cathedral Church of St. Iohn 
Lateran he returned to Scotland and was appointed curate at St. Francis Xavier, Falkirk, then 
assistant priest at St. Peter’s, Edinburgh. In 1939 he became parish priest at Bo’ness and 
remained there until 1944 when he was appointed parish priest at St. Margaret Mary’s. His 
parish took in the new and expanding housing development at Granton and district. For more 
than 30 years he was tireless in his dedication in building up his parish and the community and 
perhaps, it was this great concern for his people which brought on the breakdown in his 
health. In 1977 he asked to be allowed to lay down the burdens of his office and retire from 
the active apostolate. He retired to St. Anne’s in Musselburgh and was later transferred to St. 
Patrick's hospital in Waterford for specialised medical treatment. He died there on 16th 
December 1977 and is buried in the Brothers‘ Cemetery in Waterford. 
 
            The other young man is Father John Archibald, S.T.L., L.L.B, Born in Loanhead on 13th 
August 1934 he attended the Sacred Heart School before entering Blair’s College, Aberdeen 
on 22nd August 1946. He remained at Blair’s until June 1951. From October I951 to June 1958 
he continued his studies in Rome at the ‘Pontifical Urban College for the Propagation of the 
Faith’. He was ordained there on 21st December 1957. On returning to Scotland in 1958, he 
served at the Cathedral 1958/59, and at St. Matthews, Rosewell 1959/61. During this period 
he attended Edinburgh University where he obtained the degree of Bachelor of Law. Before 
being appointed in 1976 parish priest of St. Paul, Milton of 
Campsie, he spent short periods at St. Vincent’s College, Langbank, 1961/63; St. Peter’s 
College, Rome, 1963/64; St. Margaret, Stirling, 1964/65; St. Mary, Bathgate, 1965/67; Holy 
Cross Leith, 1967/68; 
and St. Margaret, Dunfermline, 1968/76. 
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OUR SCHOOL 
 

Introduction:-  
Under the 1872 Education Act a proper administration in two parts was set up for Scottish 
children,  
 (a) The Scottish Education Department to administer Parliamentary Grants and inspect 
       schools, and 
 (b) The School Board to administer the districts. 
 
The Boards had the responsibility of providing schooling for every child between five years and 
thirteen years of age. Attendance was compulsory and a fee had to be paid for each youngster 
having schooling.  
The school Board were zealous in their efforts in chasing up defaulting children and their 
parents, not only because of their desire to educate, but mainly because the Education Grant 
paid to them depended on attendance numbers. In 1889 education became free, but pens, 
paper, books, etc. still had to be bought by the pupils. In 1884 the Scottish Education Code 
was formulated.  
 
 
Among its rules of conduct were:- 
 Art. 34:- ‘in every school receiving annual grants the managers must provide out of the 
 school funds, besides Registers of Attendance, a Diary or Log Book’. 
 Art. 36:- ‘The principal teacher must make, at least once a week, in the Log Book an 
 entry which will specify ordinary progress and other factors concerning the school and 
 its teachers etc.’ 
 Art. 39:- ‘The summary of the Inspector’s report must be copied verbatim into the Log 
 Book’. 
 Art. 40:- ‘The Inspector will call for the Log Book at every visit and will report if it is 
 being properly kept. 
 
In 1878, at the Restoration of the Hierarchy of Scotland, the struggle to preserve Catholic 
education was under way. In order to guarantee for their children a sound Catholic education 
by Catholic teachers in Catholic schools, the parents of those days, who were almost without 
exception extremely poor, built, equipped and maintained their own schools and from their 
meagre resources paid self-sacrificing teachers.  
The Sacred Heart Church was designed and built to serve the double purpose of chapel and 
school. However, although church services were held in the building from Christmas 1882, it 
was not until much later that the school was held there. 
Sometime between 24 February 1885, the first inspection of the school by H.M. Inspector of 
Schools, and the second inspection on 9 March 1886, the school took up its abode in the 
church building. 
 
 By that time, it is thought, the Catholic school had been in existence for some two 
years. It is not known where the school was situated but the first entry in the Sacred Heart 
School log book for the week ending 23 May 1884 gives the dimension of the school as length 
33ft. breadth 26ft., and height 24ft. The report continues, ‘Catherine Brady, certificated 
teacher, opened and took charge of this school on 19th May 1884’. It goes on to list the school 
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apparatus, Log Book, Attendance Registers, blackboard, exercise books, pens, pencils, slates, 
etc. The school consisted of 51 pupils (31 boys, 20 girls) in classes I to VI and 18 infants (10 
boys, 8 girls). 
No ages were given but there was only one pupil, a girl, in class VI. The average attendance for 
the week ended 23rd May was 66. The record adds ‘the children are rather backward but 
come clean and tidy and seem anxious to get on. Jane Egan acts as monitress but intends, if 
‘My Lords’ place the school under Government, to begin her apprenticeship as Student 
Teacher. Jane has charge of the infants’. 
(Could Jane be the girl of class Vl‘? She was still teaching in 1887). 
 
 The first inspection of the school by H.M. Inspector took place on 24 February 1885 
and his report, submitted to the School Manager, Rev. T. Boilson, was complimentary to the 
teachers and pupils but damning to the premises. ‘The children passed on the whole a very 
satisfactory examination reflecting much credit on the teachers especially when it is 
considered that the school has been open only for eight months. It is however clear that the 
building in its present state is unfit for occupation as a school. On the day of inspection, the 
walls were running down with water and the floor near the walls was very wet’. As a result of 
this report notice was received that no grant could be allowed to the school whilst it was 
conducted in such unsatisfactory premises. When the next inspection took place on 9th March 
1887, the teachers were Mrs. Mary Armstrong (engaged to teach the school in consideration 
of £50 per annum, with free house, coal and gas) and Miss Egan. Reporting on the school the 
local press dated 11th April 1886 states:- ‘ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL. 
 
 About two years ago the Roman Catholics in this district took over the children 
belonging to their denomination from the School Board — the Rev. Father Boilson being in 
charge. After trying several teachers, Mrs. Armstrong with Miss Jane Egan were appointed and 
the result has been most satisfactory, 99 per cent of the children having passed at the last 
Government examination, the Inspector declaring that to examine such a school was a real 
treat rather than work. We have much pleasure in giving the report verbatim, and are glad to 
know Mr. Boilson‘s exertions have been so well rewarded and the able teaching of Mrs. 
Armstrong and Miss Egan so successful. ‘This school is held in the Roman Catholic chapel, 
which is supplied with the necessary furniture. Suitable offices have been added. Probably a 
good size stove would increase the warmth. A very creditable appearance has been made. 
Intelligence is a strong point. The children are in excellent order, and remarkably frank and 
eager. History is very good, Geography fair, Singing spirited’. A stove was not put in until late 
1887 and its absence was commented upon by the Inspector in his report of 14th February 
1887. However his report of 14th February 1888 says, ‘a stove has been added and the 
building other wise improved. The class grants have been creditably earned’. 
 
 Although the Inspectors’ reports for the next three years were reasonably satisfactory, 
that of 22nd February 1892 was highly critical both of the standard of the pupils and the 
condition of the school premises. ‘Reading only fair, arithmetic barely moderate, handwriting 
very inferior, but the room was so cold on the day of the inspection that the children could 
hardly be expected to write well, it is only with hesitation that the higher grant is 
recommended for the junior school as a whole’.  
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 From then on, until well into the new 20th Century, the Inspectors’ reports were 
continually critical of the low standards among the pupils and of the state of the premises; 
there was always the threat of disallowing the grant. However, it was appreciated that there 
was only one teacher to teach up to 70/80 children (at one time there were 91 children on the 
roll) and the School Manager (the parish priest) was forever being asked to provide more staff.  
An unqualified assistant, Miss Clifford, did start on 6th January 1896 but she did not resume 
after the summer recess of 1897, apparently because of an unsuccessful mark in the Queen's 
Scholarship Examination. Her place was not filled until 12th September 1898 when a Miss 
Mahoney took up duties as an assistant followed by a Miss Agnes Lennox. The story of the 
school was of continually changing teachers and a lack of assistants probably due to the 
surroundings in which they had to work. However, there was a period from 30th October 1893 
to 18th July 1901 when the Head Teacher remained unchanged. She was Miss Margaret 
MacDonald who belonged to Perth; her father was Deputy Chief Constable of Perthshire.  
During her stay in Penicuik Miss MacDonald had four different assistants  plus a monitress, 
Miss Bella Kelly. The trend of ever-changing staff continued until 1911; at one time the school 
was closed for a month from 1st to 27th February for lack of a teacher. 
 
 Despite the coming and going of teachers and the critical reports of the School 
inspectors in these early years of the school one feature of the school life which seemed ever 
successful were the Concerts produced by the teachers and performed by the children. As 
mentioned in the parish story, these concerts were given annually, apparently at no fixed 
season, sometimes in the school but more often in one of the local halls and on several 
occasions repeat performances had to be given because of their success. Normally, the 
concerts consisted of a programme of songs, dances and sketches rendered by the children 
but those organised in 1906 and 1907 by Miss Lewthwaite were more ambitious. In 1906 the 
children performed an operetta ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’ and in 1907 another 
operetta ‘Zurika, the Gipsy Maid’ or ‘The Captive Princess’. 
In the former play three McPartlin sisters had main parts and the play was performed in the 
Drill Hall on Friday and Saturday 22/23 September. In ‘Captive Princess’ a Miss L. Igguden took 
the name part and others mentioned in the cast were Miss A. Bain and Miss J. Weir. This play 
took place in the Cowan Institute on Friday and Saturday 12/ 13 October. 
 
 On 9th May 1911 Miss Purcell was appointed Head Teacher and on 14th October 1912 
she was joined by Miss Mclnally as an assistant. These two ladies remained until 29th October 
1920, and what a fine team they made, strict, but each had the knack of imparting knowledge 
to the children within their control. Under their tutelage the first of many pupils left the 
Sacred Heart School to travel daily to Ferry Road, Leith and continue their studies at Holy 
Cross Academy and to be forever grateful for the wise and sound teaching of the two ladies. I 
will remember my own years under their guidance. First, at the age of three years - there was 
no waiting until a child was five years old - with Miss Mclnally in the ‘wee room’ with its small 
gallery, provided in 1896, and the large stove put in at the insistence of H.M. Inspector of 
Schools in 1887. (The hole in the roof for the chimney-stack is still there). When one was 8/9 
years old and had reached Standard III the move was made into the ‘big room’. (Wood and 
glass partitions separated the two rooms). In this room with Miss Purcell the great attraction, 
for me, was the large double-sided bookcase with its store of good books, Louisa Alcott, John 
Buchan, The Brontes, Charles Dickens, Conan Doyle, G.A. Henty, Fenimore Cooper, Sir Walter 
Scott, R.L. Stevenson and many others. On the shelves too were collections of wild plants, rock 
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and slate specimens, birds‘ eggs. lt was a veritable museum of interest and wonder. 
 
 Miss Purcell and Miss Mclnally resigned together on 29th October 1920 and 
transferred to Alloa. For the next two months the school was temporarily in the care of a Mrs. 
Adie and then in 10th January 1921 came the first male Head Teacher, Mr. John Collins, a 
Lancastrian. He taught there for the next three years before moving on to St. Matthews, 
Rosewell, where he remained until his death. In The  first two weeks of July 1921 a junior 
student did some teacher training; she was Miss Brigid (Cis) McLafferty and she returned in 
September 1923 as assistant teacher, a post she held until 31st August 1944. 
 
 Following Mr. Collins the Head Teacher was Mr. H.J. Meechan from 7th January 1924 
to 29th April 1927. Whilst carrying out his teaching duties Mr. Meechan also found time to 
study for an Arts degree at Edinburgh University and on 26th March 1925 he graduated M.A.  
Miss H. Devine succeeded him and taught for six years until 14th July 1933. During the last few 
months she was to see the school brightened by the removal of the old gas fittings and the 
installation of electric light and the whole building cleaned and distempered, giving the 
children more cheerful and healthier rooms in which to work. 
 
 From 1933 onwards the Head Teacher was male; Mr. Thomas McGough from 
September 1933 to 4th July 1958; Mr. C. Coyne 11th November 1958 to October 1965; and 
Mr. I. McNeil from January 1966. 
 
 It is noticeable that the entries in the second log-book (15th April 1907 to 3rd July 
1959) are much less detailed and descriptive than those in the original log-book which ended 
on 12th April 1907 and which contained 284 pages covering 23 years. The second log-book 
spanned 52 years in 270 pages. Even the Inspectors’ reports were laconic; in a number of 
years noting just the number of pupils on the roll and only occasionally remarking on the 
school's standard of education and on the accommodation. However, the report of September 
1936 stressed once again the unsuitable accommodation. 
It stated ‘The premises continue to be unsatisfactory - the numbers on the roll for the infant 
and junior divisions are much in excess of the accommodation in the lower room‘. A more 
damning report was made by the Inspector on 18th August 1939: ‘The premises are quite 
unsuitable for use as a school and the work of the infant and junior classes continue to be 
conducted under specially unsatisfactory conditions. It is gratifying to know that proposals for 
the provision of better accommodation have been submitted for consideration. The results of 
instruction in these early stages show very little improvement since the previous official visit. 
In the higher room, a large proportion of the pupils are beyond the normal age for the stage 
they have reached’. 
 
 The school was due to re-open on 4th September 1939 after the summer break but, 
due to the outbreak of war, resumption was deferred. It finally re-opened on 20th September 
1939, not in the Chapel-school, but, in the northern half of the Episcopal school in Bog Road 
(now occupied by Findlay, Irvine Ltd.). On account of the influx of evacuees a double shift was 
put into operation - local children in the forenoon and evacuees in the afternoon. These 
premises were occupied until 1959 when the school moved to the building in John Street 
formerly occupied by the Public School who had moved out in October 1937 to their new 
building on Carlops Road. 
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 During the life of the school a few significant developments have taken place which are 
worthy of note. 
 First, there has been a substantial improvement in the ratio of children to teachers 
whereas, in the early days one teacher or at most two had to control and try to educate 80-90 
pupils, today one teacher deals with about 30 children. In May 1980 the number of pupils on 
the roll was 214 with 12 teachers including the Head. 
 Second, at mid-day pupils and teachers are able to partake, at a reasonable charge, of 
a hot meal provided by the education authorities. 
 Third, on 2nd March 1934 a new regulation came into force banning the closure of the 
school on Holidays of Obligation, except on Corpus Christi. Nowadays, of course, Catholic 
schools take the same holidays as all other schools. On Holidays of Obligation the children 
walk to church to attend Holy Mass at a time suitable to the Head Master and the school as a 
whole. On occasions the priest will set up an altar in the school and celebrate the Holy 
Sacrifice. 
 Fourth, an association of parents and teachers (P.T.A.) was set up to enable each group 
to have a better understanding of each other's problems and be able to assist in their 
respective domain. In August 1976 ‘Our School’ moved to a new building, of the open plan 
type,  in Crockett Gardens/Carlops Road adjacent to the High School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


