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Dear Confreres,
“Love for the Society
should impel you. You
are indebted, you are
a part of the Society,
you are a member
here and hereafter.
Therefore, it is in
your own interest
for the Society to
progress
properly”
(Fr. Jordan, Chapter
Talks 1899/10/20). Certainly this love has
motivated much of the effort of the current
Generalate to fulfill the priorities, ordinances and
recommendations of the XVIII General Chapter
(2012). Consequently over the course of now
almost five years of service to the Society, a
large part of the Generalate’s efforts have
focused on the questions of identity, mission,
and formation.
The question of identity continues to be an
important one since we are experiencing the
great transition religious congregations are
currently undergoing. We are in between what
has been and moving toward a future yet
unknown. As the new form of religious life takes
shape, will we follow the patterns that have
marked its history over time? That is, whenever
there has been a renewal of religious life, some
traits from the past have been recovered, some
aspects have been put aside, and new elements
have been incorporated. That will probably be
the case now. Nonetheless, what is certain is
that we cannot wait for the identity of religious
life to be clear before we act, since part of our
identity as Salvatorians is formed as we engage
in apostolic action.
This makes sense since a driving force in the
evolving shape of apostolic religious life is the
dynamism of its purpose expressed by a charism
and the activities it grounds. We Salvatorians
are action-oriented. And this has to do with our

mission: we are to make the Savior known and
to go to the ends of the earth in order to do this.
Another name for this is evangelization and
Pope Francis’ call for us to go to the peripheries
makes it clear that we are much needed yet.
Clearly, our actions, our apostolates, our way of
life are oriented in this direction.
For us to be able to fulfill our mission well, we
need good, strong formation programs with
excellent formators. This is true not only at
the initial formation level, but at the ongoing
level. But in order for us to avoid falling into
empty activity, it’s important that we channel
our energies by identifying what are the needs
and priorities for this time and age. Also, the
more united we are in these efforts the greater
difference we will make. I am convinced that the
events, the initiatives, the work of the various
commissions, and the publications over the
course of the last few years have all helped us
as a Society progress forward in this regard.
Certainly they will bear fruit over time.
We are inspired by our Founder, Fr. Francis
Jordan. As we celebrate the Centenary of his
Death beginning on 08 September of this year
and culminating with the end of the upcoming
XIX General Chapter a year from now in 2018,
we rejoice in the gift of his charism. We pray for
the recognition of the importance of this charism
for the life of the Church and the world through
his Beatification. And we pray for the fulfillment
of the words he spoke on his deathbed on
03 September 1918 “The dear God will make
everything turn out right. Others will come,
they will remember our suffering and continue
our work” (The Last Days of Fr. Jordan, by
Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, 24 September 1918).
Fr. Raúl Gómez Ruiz SDS
Vicar General & General Secretary
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Meetings
Generalate
Travel Plans
The members of the Generalate will be
away from the Motherhouse on these
dates in August and September:
Fr. Milton:
27 JULVietnam
02 AUG
Inauguration “Mater
		
Salvatoris” house
20-31 AUG Comoros/Cameroon
		
Canonical Visit
15-19 SEP
Romania
		
Visit & Celebration
Fr. Raúl:
11 AUG12 SEP
14-26 SEP
		

Sri Lanka/India
Canonical Visit
Italy/Croatia
Pilgrimage chaplain

Fr. Chris:
11 AUG12 SEP

Sri Lanka/India
Canonical Visit

Fr. Agustín:
27 JUL02 AUG
		
15-19 AUG
		
20-31 AUG
		
11-12 SEP
		

Vietnam
Inauguration “Mater
Salvatoris” house
Kenya
Visit - planning
Comoros/Cameroon
Canonical Visit
Spain
Vicariate Assembly

Fr. Thomas:
09 AUG12 SEP
		

D.R. Congo
Spiritual Retreat
Home Visit

International Finance Commission
The members of the Commission met in Rome
from 16-18 MAY 17 for their annual meeting to
review the financial reports of the Generalate and
administrative units, to consider the financial state
of the Society, and to give advice to the General
Treasurer, Fr. Scott Wallenfelsz. As part of this
task they reviewed the 5-year financial plan, the
Motherhouse budget, SOFIA/Shared Services
expenses, and General Directory 7.85 regarding
the sale of properties. They also met with the
members of the General Council to give their
report on their findings and recommendations.
We are grateful to Frs. Maciej Woś (chairman),
Lambertus Schildt, and Josephat Muhoza for
their service to the Society in this capacity.

Salvatorian World Youth Day ’19
Coordination Team

In order to fulfill Recommendation no. 4 of the
XVIII General Chapter (2012) on the organization
of International Youth Gatherings, Fr. Milton
Zonta, Superior General, has established
a Salvatorian World Youth Day (SWYD)
Coordination Team. The team is comprised of
Frs. James de Oliveira (BR), Eder Arrieta (CO),
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and Luis Domingo Díaz (VE); Fr. Raúl Gómez
Ruiz, Vicar General, serves as the Generalate
liaison. The Team met in Cartagena, CO from
17-19 MAY 17 to determine the viability of
organizing such a gathering linked to WYD ’19
which will take place in Panama (21-27 JAN 19).
Also joining the Team was Fr. Maciej Szeszko, one
of the organizers of the very successful gathering
of Salvatorian Youth in Poland prior to WYD ’16,
who provided sound advice and information. The
Team agreed such a gathering is viable and set
16-21 JAN 19 for the Salvatorian World Youth
Day Gathering, to take place in Cartagena, CO
at the Salvatorian parish of Manga (nearby and
easily accessible to Panama). The team has sent
a preliminary letter to the unit superiors asking
for help in promoting the gathering and will
periodically inform the members via the SDS
blog about the progress in the realization of the
gathering. We invite you to pray for the success
of the planning process and for the SWYD ’19
gathering.

European Superiors Meeting
The superiors of the Salvatorian European
Administrative Units from Austria, Belgium,
Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Poland, Spain and
Switzerland gathered from 28-30 MAY 17 at the
Monastery of Steinfeld, Germany for their annual
meeting and for consultations with respect to the
Society’s future in Western Europe.
They arrived during the weekend dedicated to the
feast of St. Herman Joseph which took place on
27-28 MAY, so that some of them had the chance
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of participating in Sunday’s celebrations. On
the following two days, together with Fr. Milton
Zonta, Superior General, and Fr. Agustín Van
Baelen, liaison with the German-speaking Units,
the superiors exchanged information about their
respective units, including the challenges they
are facing. Among these challenges are the future
of the units, the decreasing number of vocations,
the need for a shared formation program, and
the exchange of members for service in Western
Europe.
As for the lack of vocations, it must be said that
at the international level, in particular in Asia and
Africa, the Community is growing, whereas in
Western Europe the growth is approaching zero.
Even though in Germany the Salvatorian Fathers
and Brothers still count almost 60 confreres,
Switzerland has only 11 members left. The
biggest European Province is Poland with more
than 400 confreres located in different countries.
In the light of these circumstances, how might the
Salvatorians in Europe carry on? This question
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JUCO Governing Board

was extensively discussed during the meeting.
One concept might be that of founding a common
European formation community. The point
there is to find a way to synergize as well as to
understand up to what extent confreres from the
emerging Churches could serve in the European
Provinces.
Other topics discussed were the Centenary of
the Founder’s death next year and the related
celebrations, as well as the forthcoming fourweek General Chapter which will also take place
in 2018, at St. Ottilien nearby Munich.
The superiors also learned from one another as
they made plans for the future. It was a very rich
meeting that will surely support the growth and
new shape of the Salvatorian presence in Europe.
The discussions took place in a very open and
fraternal atmosphere. And of course the Superiors
took an interest in the recent developments in
the Steinfeld Monastery. Those present included
Frs. Josef Wonisch (AU), Piet Cuijpers (BG),
Karl Meier (CH), Hubert Veeser (D), Fernando
López (ES), Richard Mway Zeng (GB), Agostino
Maiolini (IT), and Piotr Filas (PL). We are grateful
for their dedication to the Society.

The members of the Jordan University College
(JUCO) Governing Board met on 01-02 JUN 17
for its biannual meeting in Morogoro. Fr. Agustín
Van Baelen, General Mission Secretary, who
presided the meeting, and Dr. Andreas Corcoran,
University and Education Programs Projects
Coordinator (SOFIA), were present. With a lot of
challenges, but at the same time with great hope,
the Salvatorians are working hard, to offer the
best service possible through Jordan University
College at Morogoro. The college has grown
much over the last 6 years and now is offering
to about 3,700 students the possibility to attain
a professional academic career in different
fields, e.g. education, psychology, law, business
administration, etc. We congratulate JUCO on its
increasing success.
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Postulation Team

On 05-06 JUN 17, the Postulation Team met
at the Motherhouse in Rome to review the
accomplishments of the last year regarding
the advancement toward the beatification of
Fr. Jordan. In addition, the members worked
on the materials for the sds.org website for
the use of the units during the coming months
of the celebration of the Centenary of Death
of the Founder. The materials are accessible
now for use by the members. The team, under
the leadership of Fr. Adam Teneta, consists of
Frs. Thomas Malal (Generalate liaison), Francisco
Sydney de Macedo Gonçalves, Mario Agudelo,
Sebastian Cheeramvelil, Stephan Horn, and
Mr. Giuseppe Rogolino. The team is grateful to
Mrs. Marina Saponara and Mrs. Francesca Casotto
for translation during the meeting. The Generalate
urges members to inform the postulation office
about any favors granted through the intercession
of Fr. Jordan (postulation@mailsds.org).

International Joint Charism
Commission
From 10-15 JUL 17, the International Joint
Charism Commission met at the Motherhouse
in Rome where the respective representatives
of the three branches gathered for the last time
during this term of office, in order to finish the
preparation of various materials and make them
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ready for publication. For the preparation of the
celebration of the Centenary of Death of our
Founder, a process for personal and common
reflection was edited in a nice document and
was put on the website in 6 different languages.
A series of articles about Salvatorian Charism
in different cultural and geographical contexts
will be published on 08 DEC of this year. The
commission worked also on the Bibliography of
Salvatorian Charism and Spirituality as well as on
the proposals for the next General Chapter. They
concluded the session with the Holy Eucharist
in the Church of Campo Santo Teutonico in the
Vatican, near Saint Peter, where our Founder
lived during his studies and Blessed Mother Mary
of the Apostles was buried until her remains were
transferred to the Motherhouse of our Sisters.
The members attending this meeting were
Srs. Grace Mary Croft (USA), Mary Arokianathan
(Sri Lanka) and Teresa Schlackl (GEN);
Mrs. Alba Rodríguez (CO) and Mr. Christian
Patzl (AU); and, Frs. Piotr Szyrszen (PO), Dennis
Thiessen (USA) and Agustín Van Baelen (GEN).
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Visitation
Canonical Visitation of the Polish
Province (11-30 JUN 17)

The Polish Province is the largest in number of the
Society. Established by our Founder in 1901 with
the first house at Trzebinia, it now numbers over
400 Fathers and Brothers who are located in over
16 countries in addition to Poland. The Province has
been at the forefront of the expansion of the Society
due to the strong missionary spirit of the confreres.
Because of the size of the membership in Poland,
the Generalate divided into two teams for the
canonical visitation. Fr. Milton Zonta, Superior
General and Fr. Agustín Van Baelen, General
Mission Secretary, visited half of the members while
Fr. Raúl Gómez, Vicar General, and Fr. Krzysztof
Kowalczyk, Procurator General, visited the other
half. The visitors were able to meet with the local
ordinaries of the dioceses where our members are
located. In addition they met with the leadership of
the Salvatorian Sisters, the national leader of the
Lay Salvatorians, and some of the religious and lay
collaborators of our confreres.
We were pleased to see the strong Salvatorian sense
of identity as well as the dynamism of the variety of
apostolates. These include the usual pastoral work
associated with parishes as well as teaching at all
levels, various forms of youth ministry, vocation

promotion, missionary volunteers, publishing,
productions using social media programing, and
spirituality formation centers. The latter are
renowned in Poland and in other places in Eastern
Europe. Also commendable are the therapy centers
for religious and priests in difficulty as well as the
work with troubled youth.

The visit ended with the grand celebration of the
Provincial Superior’s nameday on 29 June, the
Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. Also, Frs. Tadeusz
Wróblewski and Gerard Rogowski, former
Superior General, celebrated their 60th Jubilees of
ordination at the same event. During his homily,
Fr. Milton stressed the importance of being Apostles,
emphasizing what we can do as individuals, called
by the Divine Savior, in order to serve the people to
whom we are sent. We thank and congratulate the
Provincialate under the guidance of Fr. Piotr Filas,
for the preparation of the Visitation, which helped it
to become an event of encounter and sharing. Thank
you for your openness and availability, for your
generosity and perseverance, also in critical and
difficult situations. May God always accompany
you, inspire you, and grant you his blessing. Thank
you very much!
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Prayers
Please Pray for…

Assumption of the Virgin –
Painting by Annibale Carracci

New Leadership
Paramaribo Community (Suriname)
Fr. Milton Zonta, Superior General, after the visit he
paid in May of this year together with the General
Mission Secretary, consulting the local community
and seeing the prospective for the future, has named
Fr. Jan Verboogen as the local coordinator of our
community in Paramaribo. He has also named
Fr. Kumar Irudayasamy as the local treasurer. Their
term is for two years and began on 01 JUN 17. Count
on our prayers and best wishes. Main tasks for this
mission and its future will be vocation promotion
and finding ways of keeping this mission financially
self-sustaining.

• Salvatorians in Venezuela and the
Democratic Republic of Congo
undergoing persecution due to their faith
• Fruitful preparation for the XIX General
Chapter in 2018
• The Official recognition of the ICDS by
the Dicastry for Laity, Family and Life
• Joint Generalates Meeting (04 AUG 17)
• Visitation of the Indian Mission Vicariate
(11 AUG-12 SEP 17)
• Visitation of Cameroon/Comoros
(20-31 AUG 17)
• Those in Formation and their Formators
• Bl. Mary of the Apostles Feastday
(05 SEP 17)
• Fr. Jordan’s 99th Anniversary of Death
(08 SEP 17)
• Successful opening and yearlong
celebration of Fr. Jordan’s Centenary of
Death
• Acceptance of a miracle for the
beatification of Fr. Jordan
• Planning process for Salvatorian World
Youth Days 2019 (16-21 JAN 19)
• Our deceased confreres

Please note that we are posting
death notices on the SDS website
(www.sds.org).
We also send them to each member
at their mailsds.org email address.
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Motherhouse

Welcome!

Hospitaller Knights of St. John
of Jerusalem

On 20 MAY 17, the Motherhouse hosted the
gathering of the Hospitaller Knights of the Order
of St. John of Jerusalem, an international and
ecumenical benevolent organization, for the
celebration of the Eucharist, the installation of new
members, and a gala dinner. Fr. Agostino Maiolini,
Superior of the Vicariate of Italy, is a chaplain of
the group. Also, Fr. Agustín Van Baelen, General
Mission Secretary, concelebrated and spoke to
the members about the Salvatorian mission. The
group raises funds for medical projects as well
as other charitable purposes and gave a donation
to the Motherhouse as well as to SOFIA. We
are grateful for their support of the Society.

We welcome Dn. Joby Philip Koonthamattathil of
the Indian Mission Vicariate to the Motherhouse
community. In May he completed a Masters in
Business Administration and now will be helping
advance the work of the Salvatorian Office for
International Aid (SOFIA). We wish him a good
stay and good work.

Regency experience

We were pleased to host scholastic Juan Esteban
Ruiz of the Colombian Province from 06 JUN-05
JUL 17. During his time in Rome he worked with
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Fr. Michael Overmann, General Archivist, furthering
his knowledge of archival work and its importance.
We wish him well as he continues his Salvatorian
formation program and theological studies.

Why I became a Salvatorian…
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Travelling to Rome
Members needing a visa in order to enter
Italy are asked to note the following:
• One is required to provide the
following information: the first and
last names of the member as they
appear in his passport; the member’s
place of birth (i.e., city/state/country);
the number of the member’s passport
and dates of arrival and departure
from Europe.
• This information should be sent
directly to Father Krzysztof (Chris)
Kowalczyk
at
the
Generalate
(krzysztof.kowalczyk@mailsds.org).
Since it takes some time to complete
all the steps, please send this
information sufficiently in advance of
the planned visit.

… to tell the world that Jesus is the
Savior of everyone.
Fr. Charles Mbumba Mushitu,
Congo Missionary Pro-Province.
To see other statements and photos go to
sds.org/vocations and click on each of the
first four categories: “Called by God,”
“Consecrated Religious,” “To be a Salvatorian”
and “Formation Stages.”

• Members planning to visit the
Motherhouse are asked to contact
directly the local superior, Father
Juan Carrasquilla Ossa, in order to
request guest rooms and make other
arrangements. Father Juan can be
reached at:
E-mail: juan.carrasquilla@mailsds.org
Fax: +39 (06) 68629.400
Telephone: +39 (06) 68629.213
• Please be advised that because of
the planned papal celebrations and
audiences, we may be unable to meet
you at or take you to the airport,
especially on Sunday and Wednesday.
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Centenary Fr. Jordan
Save the Date: Opening Ceremony
in Live Streaming
The Centenary Celebration Year of the Death
of the Founder will be inaugurated the day after
Fr. Jordan’s 99th anniversary of death, that is on
09 SEP 17. This date has been chosen to give His
Eminence Angelo Cardinal Amato the opportunity
to preside at the event which will start in the morning
and be streamed in real time beginning at 11:00 AM
(Rome) on www.sds.org. Please save the date and
click on 09 SEP on the streaming button that will be
placed prominently on the homepage shortly before
it’s beginning. For those who miss it, the respective
video will be published under the “Centenary of
Fr. Jordan” section of the website.

The information regarding the film as well as
the possibilities of supporting this initiative are
available on the website: www.FatherJordan.com.
The website will publish also updates on the
production of the film.

Centenary & XIX Chapter Blog
Materials for use by members for the celebration of
the Centenary of Death of Fr. Jordan are available at
www.sds.org. In addition, members can contribute
to the Centenary and Chapter Blog by going to
www.chapterblog@mailsds.org.

A New Film About Father Jordan
The Salvatorian “Studio Katolik” from Kraków is
working on a new documentary film about Father
Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. The title of
the new film is “Become great before God!” The
screenplay has been already prepared and soon (in
the second part of September) shooting will start in
Germany, Switzerland, Italy and probably also in
the Holy Land.
In sum, it will be a 3-part story with a total length
of 90 minutes, during which viewers will be able
to grasp the life and endeavors of Father Jordan as
well as the places in which he lived. The film will
be prepared in several language versions so it can be
distributed widely and without restrictions around
the whole world.
The main producers are the Generalate of the
Salvatorians and the “Studio Katolik” but a great
logistic support to the camera crew is being given
also by the German and Swiss Salvatorians.

From Father Jordan:

Fr. Jordan and Love for the Society
“… everyone should work for the Society through
letters and other means! Love is inventive. Don’t
just work for your own concerns but for all, for
the whole community. Then what blessings will
come down on it” (Chapter Talks, 1896/10/09).
Last Words
(see Postulation Press, no. 10, July 1998):
“I have to be helped like a child. A Domino
factum est istud et est…” (When being helped
to eat on 04 SEP 1918).
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Congratulations

•

First Profession of Vows
Congratulations to our new confreres who recently
made their first profession:
• On 01 JUN 2017, the novices Aldori Mawa SDS,
Aviral Kumar Minj SDS and Sigeon Pradeep SDS
of the Indian Mission Vicariate, at the Mother
of the Savior Formation House in New Manila,
Philippines, to Rev. Adam Januś SDS, East Asia
Mission Vicariate Superior.

Final Profession of Vows
Congratulations to the following confreres who
made their final profession of vows:
• On 28 MAY 17, Cl. Celestino Manuel Madaba
SDS of the Mozambique Region of the Brazil
Province at Nossa Senhora Aparecida Parish,
Moema, São Paulo, to V. Rev. Alvaro Macagnan
SDS, Provincial Superior;
• On 16 JUN 17, Cl. Ambrose Samian Pyanshai
Lamin SDS, Cl. Kitboklang M. Umlong
Khunsyiem SDS, and Cl. Susai Raj A SDS
of the Indian Mission Vicariate at the Otto
Hopfenmüller Study House, Shillong, India to
Rev. Sunil Thomas Kashamkattil SDS, Vicariate
Superior;
• On 24 JUN 17, Cl. Nnaemeka Marcellinus
(Marcel) Emeh SDS of the US Province at St.
Anne’s Chapel, Salvatorian Campus, Milwaukee,
WI to V. Rev. Joseph Rodrigues SDS, Provincial
Superior.

Ordination to the Diaconate
Congratulations to the following confreres who
were ordained deacon:
• On 27 MAY 17, Cl. Exuperi Adomari Mkwawe
SDS of the Tanzanian Mission Pro-Province, in
Trzebinia, Poland by Most Rev. Bishop Marek

•

•

•

•

Szkudło, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of
Katowice;
On 27 MAY 17, Cls. Paweł Barbořak SDS,
Mateusz Tomasiak SDS and Yuaheni Zhukouski
SDS of the Polish Province, in Trzebinia, Poland
by Most Rev. Bishop Marek Szkudło, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Katowice;
On 02 JUN 17, Cl. Paul Hoang Van Ngoc SDS and
Cl. Florencio C. Ompad Jr. SDS, of the East Asia
Mission Vicariate at Mother of the Savior Study
House Chapel, New Manila, Philippines by Most.
Rev. Honesto F. Ongtioco, Bishop of Cubao;
On 09 JUN 17, Cl. Davide Caisse SDS of the
Mozambique Region of the Brazil Province as
well as Cl. Felicien Feruzzi SDS and Cl. Eric Ngoy
SDS of the Congo Pro-Province at the Parish of
N. Sra. de Lourdes, Várzea Paulista (SP), Brazil
by Most Rev. Vicente Costa, Bishop of Jundiai;
On 17 JUN 17, Cl. Ambrose Samian Pyanshai
Lamin SDS, Cl. Kitboklang M. Umlong
Khunsyiem SDS, and Cl. Susai Raj A SDS of the
Indian Mission Vicariate at St. Dominic Savio
Church, Mawlai, Shillong by Most Rev. Dominic
Jala SDB, Archbishop of Shillong;
On 25 JUN 17, Cl. Nnaemeka Marcellinus
(Marcel) Emeh SDS of the US Province at
Mother of Good Counsel Parish, Milwaukee, WI
by Most Rev. Jeffery Haines, Auxiliary Bishop of
Milwaukee.

Ordination to the Priesthood
Congratulations to the following confrere who was
ordained priest:
• On 27 MAY 17, Dn. Michael Neeland SDS of the
US Province at St. Pius X Parish, Wauwatosa, WI
by Most Rev. Richard Sklba, emeritus Auxiliary
Bishop of Milwaukee.
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Salvatorian Office
for International Aid

Kenya: Inter-congregational
Cooperation to Combat a
Lethal Epidemic

Since the Salvatorian Office for International
Aid (SOFIA) was established in 2008 by the
then-General Mission Secretary as a tool to put
into practice one paramount element of the
Salvatorian Charism: to bring life in its fullness
to the poor and the marginalized, part of SOFIA’s
mission is to provide professional support and
service also to other religious congregations in
their struggle to arrive at a more humane world
and to spread salvation, even in situations of
utmost poverty. In fact, the XVII General Chapter
in 2006 directed the Generalate to create an
international project office in Ordinance 02 and
said among other things: “The office receives
applications for project funding primarily from
SDS.” From its first beginnings, SOFIA thus was
open to entertain applications also from non-SDS.

The Salvatorians have identified in the Apostles
of Jesus and their Kenya-based humanitarian
organization – Apostles of Jesus AIDS Ministries
(AJAM) a valid partner in this struggle. The Apostles
of Jesus are a young diocesan congregation
founded in 1968 in Uganda, which convinced SOFIA
of its seriousness and demonstrated it had wellprepared members. AJAM was established in 2000
with the scope of responding to the challenges of
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Kajiado County, a poor
rural and semi-urban area not far from Nairobi.
Over the years, following its mission to prevent,
control, mitigate and stop the spread and impact
of HIV/AIDS at the community level, AJAM has
developed a grassroots-based all-encompassing
program, which addresses this widespread disease
as well as an array of related issues.

The idea behind it is that HIV/AIDS is part of a
vicious circle of poverty, poor education in the
causes of the ailment, and the lack of access to
health services in a rural area populated, inter alia,
by disadvantaged ethnic minorities. The mission of
AJAM is to enable and strengthen individuals and
local communities to better tackle the enormous
challenge HIV/AIDS is to their life and, in the long
run, to prevent and overcome the disease and its
effects.
In terms of activities, AJAM is consequently
providing a wide range of services which include:
• HIV/AIDS prevention through voluntary testing,
elimination of mother to child transmission of
the virus, health education and awareness;
• maternal and infant health care, delivery of
antiretroviral therapy, support of particularly
vulnerable children and their parents or
caregivers, home-based care to individuals
directly and indirectly affected by the disease;
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• educational and psychological support for
AIDS orphans, life skill training for youth,
education on women’s and human rights and
on responsible sexual behavior, including gospel
values, as well as vocational training initiatives
for youth, support of women’s saving groups
and entrepreneurship.
So far, AJAM has reached more than 150,000
children, youth and women in its fight against
HIV/AIDS.
The Society has been cooperating through SOFIA
with AJAM since 2010. The role of SOFIA has been
that of helping to raise funds and grants for this
ambitious program. Thanks to Daniela Coppola,
responsible in SOFIA for this partner, AJAM over
the last few years has received significant grants
from international donor agencies which enabled
them to carry on and even expand their activities.
Furthermore, Daniela has been monitoring AJAM
and helping the organization to develop an
evaluation of its work and a strategic plan. When
the German ecclesiastical agency MISSIO sent
a medical doctor to check on the content, the
management, the execution and the impact of
the project, the positive report was a big boost for
raising funds and constituted a confirmation of
SOFIA’s initial positive feeling about the Apostles
of Jesus and their AIDS Ministries project.

Drought Emergency 2017
In Spring 2017, the most severe drought in East
Africa in decades has caused failed harvests and
widespread livestock deaths in Kajiado, depriving
the local ethnic Maasai community of their very
livelihood. SOFIA in cooperation with AJAM has
successfully applied to the Irish donor agency

Misean Cara for an emergency grant of 15,000 €
for food relief to be distributed to 1,200 poor
households (about 8,400 people) in Emboliey,
one of the most stricken locations. Unfortunately,
the drought continues to have devastating
effects. Food insecurity and malnutrition rates
are alarming with some 150,000 people in
need of food assistance, among them about
75,000 children suffering starvation and risking
irreversible consequences from malnutrition. The
situation calls for continuous joint efforts by all
of us, be it Salvatorians or any other potential
development partner!
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Publications
Bibliography of Salvatorian Charism
and Spirituality
The “Bibliography of Salvatorian Charism and
Spirituality” is the result of long and arduous
work and dedication over many years. It is on the
sds.org website as of 21 JUL 17, the Founder’s
ordination date anniversary. It has been compiled
by different Salvatorian entities and individuals
and now it is a great joy for the International Joint
Charism Commission to publish this Bibliography,
making it accessible for everybody. We give special
thanks to Mr. Johan Moris, who has maintained
this Bibliography for more than ten years and
has graciously agreed to continue to do so. It is
updated to 2015.
The title itself makes clear what this Bibliography
is about and what it contains. It is not a general
Salvatorian Bibliography. Instead, it has certain
boundaries and limits; it is neither a list of articles
and works about Salvatorians, nor an exhaustive
list of all articles and works written by a Salvatorian
about any topic. Rather, all the references concern
writings by Salvatorians and non-Salvatorians
about the Charism and Spirituality of the
Salvatorian Family.
We hope that this Bibliography will serve as a
key that unlocks doors to different rooms of the
Salvatorian house, giving access to the Salvatorian
spiritual world, where women and men, lay and
religious, try to live their lives based on God and
his Son, Jesus the Savior.

Inspired by Jordan
Some of our members in various units have been
producing various materials to mark the Centenary
of Death of our beloved Founder, Francis Jordan.
An example is this hard cover book by Lay
Salvatorian Bobby Pantuso and associate vocation

director for the US Province. It features inspiring
quotes from our founder accompanied by images
created by Mr. Pantuso. It is available for $20 USD
at the Salvatorian Store (https://squareup.com/
store/salvatorians/).

Mission of Mercy

This new compact disc of religious music by
Fr. Joe Rodrigues SDS and friends of the US
Province has been produced as part of the
Province’s effort to show that music is a form
of ministry and to mark the 125th Anniversary of
Salvatorians in the US. Sales of the CD are also
helping raise funds for the Salvatorian Mission,
in accord with Pope Francis’ call for religious to
“wake up the world!” It contains 17 songs in a pop
style. It is available for $15 USD at the Salvatorian
Store (https://squareup.com/store/salvatorians/).
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It’s In Every One of Us
Songs we love to sing

Salvatorian Collaboration team of the Society,
Congregation and Lay Salvatorians in Brazil in the
framework of their History and Charism project.
The publication has been revised and enriched with
prayers, chants and mantras organized in 9 sections
for individual as well as for communitarian use.
Please contact Fr. Arno Boesing from the Brazilian
Province by mailing to aboesing@yahoo.com.br
for details on how to get a copy.

SOFIA Tri-Annual Report
2014 2015 2016

This also new compact disc by Fr. Glen Willis
SDS of the US Province has been produced as
well to mark the 125th Anniversary of Salvatorians
in the US. Sales of the CD are helping to raise
funds for the Province’s Camp St. Charles, a
summer camp program for mostly disadvantaged
youth in the mid-Atlantic States of the country.
The CD contains 22 songs, which are a mix
of religious and folk songs. It is available
for $20 USD at the Salvatorian Store
(https://squareup.com/store/salvatorians/).

Preces Salvatorianas

This is the second edition of Salvatorian Prayers,
a prayer book in Portuguese prepared by the
Colaboração Inter Salvatoriana (CIS) — the joint

The Salvatorian Office for International Aid
(SOFIA) recently published its Tri-Annual
Report. It contains an overview of SOFIA’s project
activities during the years 2014, 2015 and 2016
at the service of Salvatorians worldwide and in
particular those active in low-income countries.
The Report contains relevant statistics and charts
as well as descriptions of SOFIA’s achievements
in terms of selected high impact projects in five
main areas: education, health, rural development,
pastoral and organizational development. The
document is available in English and can be
downloaded at www.sds.org from the homepage
by clicking on the photo of the report cover and
following the link.
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