Parish Newsletter
Sacred Heart & St Margaret’s

SPECIAL EDITION
(Revised & updated 23. 03. 2020)
Dear Parishioners,
We are living in difficult and challenging times just now not seen since the end of the Second World War. The coronavirus is here and we must do all we can to prevent its spread.
The Church has brought in some preventative measures and I as Parish Priest must follow the advice which I have received from the Archbishop.
To this end all churches and church halls are closed and meetings of all parish groups
are canceled until further notice.
This affects the Sacrament of first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion will now be
postponed until a later date still to be determined. Archbishop Leo Cushley in his letter To
the clergy wrote: “All other public celebrations of the Sacraments are also suspended. This includes first Reconciliation, first Holy Communion, and Confirmations. At
the moment, it would seem prudent for you to discuss planning for them in the new
school year, that is from August 2020 onwards.”
I appreciate this may cause some families difficulties with flights having been booked etc.
But at this time the original dates cannot go ahead. I think we should consider planning
for these sacraments in the new school year.
Archbishop Leo Cushley also reminds us that our churches are allowed by the Government to remain open for private prayers: “As of 18 March, our churches are allowed by
the Government to remain open. I ask you, therefore, to arrange for your churches to be
kept open to let individuals come to pray. Consider exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for a time each day.”
The Sacred Heart church will be opened for private prayers on
Wednesday from 10:00am to 1:00pm.
St Margaret’s church will be opened for private prayer on
Saturday from 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Churches may also be open on other days if parishioners expect it.
However, we must all remember that this time is very dangerous for the health and life of
many people and that there is no obligation to attend Sunday Mass at this time. For
our own safety and the safety of our loved ones, we should minimize contact with other
people, also in the church. Therefore, I encourage everyone to stay at home.
I would also like to assure you that during this difficult time I will celebrate Mass every day
and every day will pray for you. All Mass intentions will be celebrated on the day, they are

scheduled for. Below is a list of intentions for the coming week. Mass intentions can be
ordered in person, while the church is open, or by phone.
Mass Intentions in March:
Saturday,
21 March
Sunday
22 March
Wednesday 25 March
Saturday
28 March
Sunday
29 March

+ Allan Grant McLean
+ Debbie Moroney
+ Owen Barkey
+ Sadie Cope
+ Marie Moncaster

Church opened for private prayer:

The Sacred Heart - Wednesday from 10:00am to 1:00pm.
St Margaret’s - Saturday from 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Reconciliation and Holy Communion to the sick and housebound:
By appointment.

The Holy Mass online from this weekend onwards due to the coronavirus.
The following links provide access to the broadcasting of the live celebration of Holy Mass from
churches in the UK and Ireland.
The website providing these broadcasts is very user friendly and the overall quality of the broadcasts is good. The website address is: https://www.churchservices.tv/
A link to the different broadcasts available NOW is at: https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-onnow/
A full weekly schedule of broadcasts is at: https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/
You can watch Mass live online in our Archdiocese:
St Francis Xavier’s, Falkirk: http://bit.ly/ViewMass
www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-francis-xavier-church-falkirk
St Francis Xavier’s Sunday Mass times: 10:00am

12:00pm 1:15pm

St Mary’s, Bo’ness: http://rcboness.org/live
For more information check our Archdiocesan WebPages:
https://archedinburgh.org/the-stream-team-watching-mass-online/?
fbclid=IwAR0qcxJwtIeGce043YlgOYMXOQKUYHbvh2gtibmQF6eX_cO0NRM1qoXImbE
Please do not hesitate to call if you have any queries.
With God’s Blessings
Fr Tadeusz Majcher SDS, Parish Priest
Office:
Cell phone:
Home:
Email:

01968 673 709
07749078312
0131 440 0458
paschpen@btinternet.com

Suspension of public celebrations of
Holy Mass
Given the recent official advice to reduce
the spread of Covid-19, the Bishops of
Scotland have taken the difficult decision
to suspend Holy Mass in public for the
time being from Thursday 19th March, the
feast of St Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church. The Bishops, who are responding to an unprecedented crisis in
modern times, wish to assure all those
whom they lead that this decision has not
been taken without much prayer and discernment.
Priests will continue to celebrate Holy
Mass in private with the particular intention of praying for those suffering from
Covid-19 and for those who care for
them.

Churches will remain open for personal
prayer and parish priests are encouraged
to welcome individuals who seek consolation and encouragement from the Lord.
Priests are also asked to be available for
the reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick and Holy
Communion as and when they are
needed especially for the sick and housebound.
All Catholics in Scotland are asked to join
with all the Churches in a National Day of
Prayer this Sunday 22nd March and to
pray the Rosary, the prayer of our
Blessed Mother Mary, at 12 noon, asking
Her intercession for our country and our
world in this time of need.

Pastoral Letter and Statement of
the Scottish Bishops - re. Covid-19
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In this time of trial we, the Bishops of Scotland, wish to send you a word of reassurance
and encouragement. We are all facing much uncertainty, anxiety and an unpredictable
future.
This situation touches on every aspect of our lives, individually and collectively.
Sacred Scripture calls us repeatedly not to fear and to look to the help that comes to us
from above.
We are called to support one another in every way we can, especially those who are
most vulnerable, through age or underlying conditions. Even in the midst of any necessary “distancing” we must stand by each other.
We ask you to pray for the sick, those caring for them, for those in positions of responsibility with difficult decisions to make, indeed for our whole country and the entire human
family.
Most of all, We are being asked to put our trust in the living God who has created everything to be and to flourish and whose providence guides the course of World events. We

put our trust in our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, and the true physician of our
souls and bodies.
During this Lent, especially, let us all take the opportunity to deepen our relationship with
God. As your bishops and with our priests and deacons, we assure you of our continuing
commitment to your spiritual, pastoral and sacramental needs.
We want to maintain and foster the life of faith in every way we can, while also being
informed by the advice and guidance of Government and health professionals. Over the
centuries the Church has often been a source of comfort in times of trial and transformed
sadness and fear into confidence and peace. We want the same to happen now.
Given the latest official advice to reduce the spread of Covid-19, we have taken the difficult decision, respecting the prudential judgement of each bishop, to suspend Holy Mass
in public for the time being from Thursday 19th March, the feast of St Joseph, Patron of
the Universal Church, after all Masses. As pastors of the flocks entrusted to us, we are
responding to an unprecedented crisis in modem times and assure all those whom we
lead that this decision has not been taken without much prayer and discernment.
Priests will continue to celebrate Holy Mass in private with the particular intention of praying for those suffering from Covid-19 and for those Who care for them.
However, our Churches will remain open for personal prayer and we would encourage
parish priests to welcome individuals who seek consolation and encouragement from the
Lord.
We also ask our priests to be available for the reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick and Holy Communion as and when they are needed, especially
for the sick and housebound.
For the celebration of baptisms, funeral Masses and weddings we would ask that only
close family are invited.
We wish to remain close to and with our priests who are on the front line of pastoral care,
as we remain close to the Lord, sure of that victory of Christ we celebrate at Easter.
We encourage you where possible to access the live streaming of Holy Mass from the
parishes in our country which have that facility.
Our celebration of Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum may indeed be curtailed by this
government advice and We will seek means of celebrating those most important three
days of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil online so that
they may be accessible in your own home. We will have the opportunity to be with one
another in spirit and in prayer. Moreover, the Holy Father, Pope Francis will be celebrating the Sacred Triduum online from St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome and that celebration will
unite us in prayer with all Catholics throughout the World.
We ask you to join with all the Churches in a National Day of Prayer this Sunday 22nd
March, Mothering Sunday. It seems appropriate that as Catholics we pray together the
Rosary, the prayer of our Blessed Mother Mary, at 12 noon, asking Her intercession for
our country and our world in this time of need.
On this coming Sunday also we were due to have our collection for the SCIAF Lenten

Appeal, and it would be good if we could still show our concern for the poorest in the
world, even in our own time of need, by sending our donations to SCIAF or making them
on-line to the SCIAF Wee Box Appeal at www.sciaf.org.uk.”
As Government advice changes, we will update our guidance accordingly in the hope of
restoring the public celebration of Mass. In the meantime, please ensure that no one feels
abandoned in our communities and do What you can in practical terms to help those who
are alone.
We entrust all of you, especially those already afflicted by the virus and all health care
professionals, to the care of Our Lady of Lourdes, Health of the Sick.
Yours sincerely in Christ,
+ Hugh Gilbert
Bishop of Aberdeen, President of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland
+ Leo Cushley
Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh
+ Philip Tartaglia
Archbishop of Glasgow
+ Joseph Toal
Bishop of Motherwell
+ Stephen Robson
Bishop of Dunkeld
+ John Keenan
Bishop of Paisley
+ William Nolan
Bishop of Galloway
+ Brian McGee
Bishop of Argyll and the Isles

To the clergy: supporting our
priests and deacons
Suspension of public Masses
As you will have seen, the Bishops’ Conference, upon Government advice, decided today
to suspend the public celebration of all Masses in our churches across the country. This
decision was not taken by us lightly and will be reviewed regularly in the coming weeks.
You can be sure that the Bishops will continue to monitor public health advice closely and
that we will contact you as soon as the Government tells us that it is safe for us to congregate in numbers for the public celebration of Mass again.
Nevertheless, I urge each of you to continue to celebrate daily Mass privately, and to let
your parishioners know that you will be celebrating Mass for them, even if they cannot be
present. Please also encourage them in whatever way you can (on your websites, or
though emails, or e-newsletters) to deepen their spiritual lives during these weeks and
specifically to make acts of “spiritual communion” at the times when they would otherwise
be at Mass.
Please note, and please communicate to your parishioners in whatever way possible,
that there is no obligation to attend Sunday Mass at this time.
Sunday Mass online
I am presently arranging for Sunday Mass to be available in English, Polish, SyroMalabar and Ukrainian on our website, each Sunday, until the situation changes. I hope
all will be available from this Sunday onwards. You may also wish to look into recording
or streaming Mass from your parish if you or your people have the “know how” to do so.
Even if we cannot attend Mass, we are all obliged to keep the sabbath holy, and so we
will make resources available online so that people may keep the sabbath at home. They
will involve the readings and prayers of each Sunday and are a suggestion to those who
wish for guidance.
Christian Initiation at Easter
I ask that you proceed to initiate those who are due to become Catholics this
Easter. However, please do so with a shortened Easter Vigil celebration, held in private,
that is for immediate family and sponsors only. The rites should be as short as possible,
and must take into account all the Government’s hygiene precautions.
Celebration of the Sacraments in large groups
All other public celebrations of the Sacraments are also suspended. This includes first
Reconciliation, first Holy Communion, and Confirmations. At the moment, it would seem
prudent for you to discuss planning for them in the new school year, that is from August
2020 onwards.
Visiting the Sick and Elderly, and taking Holy Communion to them
Both you and your Eucharistic Ministers may, for now, continue visiting and taking Holy
Communion to the Sick. If you or the Minsters are over 70, or have underlying conditions, please have someone else go. Those visiting must observe strictly all the Government’s hygiene precautions, especially about washing hands before and after giving Holy

Communion, keeping one’s distance from each other and keeping the visit and the rites
brief. If those being visited are over 70, or have underlying conditions, ask them by
phone first if they wish to be visited. If they have tested positive for the virus, Government instructions limit visits to them severely, except for delivery of food, and keeping in
touch by phone or other media.
Penance & Reconciliation
I see no difficulty in continuing the practice of the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation, providing you take into account all the Government’s hygiene precautions. This
means there must be a significant distance or a barrier between the penitent and priest;
that in turn suggests the use of physical barriers such as a confessional box, or a private
room where priest and penitent may remain at a proper distance from each other.
The Anointing of the Sick & Viaticum
This is problematic for obvious reasons. We are urged by the Holy Father to be courageous, but we too could carry the virus, so precautions are necessary. Touching head
and hands is not permitted at this time. So, as with for example a bad accident, anointing
should be done elsewhere on the body, e.g. just the back of the hands, using a piece of
cotton wool, to be used once and then disposed of properly. You may also be required to
put on a disposable gown, mask, and gloves. Please respect and comply with the hygiene rules put in place by the medical professionals.
Baptisms, Marriages* & Funerals
For now, all of these may be celebrated, but privately, that is with only immediate family
members in attendance. As with other celebrations, the rites should be dignified, brief,
and in keeping with prevailing Government hygiene precautions. If you have questions
about a particular case, please get advice from your Dean, or me.
*Specifically, regarding Weddings: Some of you will be preparing couples for marriage
who will require dispensations and permissions from the Chancery. In some cases, papers
will have to be sent to other dioceses or abroad. Papers for weddings that are due over
the next three months should be sent to the Chancery now. It may be the case that the
Chancery will be closed over the coming weeks and so it is important to process as many
papers as possible. At the moment, do not send papers to the Chancery for weddings that
are more than three months away so that we can prioritise weddings that are happening
sooner.
As you will know, different dioceses around the world are taking varied approaches to protecting the health of the public and it is worth encouraging couples who are being married
in other places to check if their wedding is still able to go ahead as planned.

Churches to remain open
As of 18 March, our churches are allowed by the Government to remain open. I ask you,
therefore, to arrange for your churches to be kept open to let individuals come to
pray. Consider exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for a time each day. If numbers
come at the same time, the Government’s precautions about hygiene, distance from each
other, and numbers in buildings are to be observed. Please take extra care to make sure
your churches are clean, especially surfaces touched by hand. Please put signs, gel, tissues and bins in clear view.
Gillis Centre
The Gillis Centre has suspended all events there until the end of May. The Centre is not
open to the clergy, the public or volunteers. Staff are however still available and happy to
help with any queries. Contact should be made in the first instance by telephone on 0131

623 8900 or by email. Please also keep in touch with your Dean should you have any
questions about coronavirus issues affecting your parish.
SCIAF Sunday 22 March 2020
Unhappily, our annual missionary appeal on behalf of SCIAF will be seriously affected by
these events. You may still encourage your people to help with SCIAF’s appeal this Sunday, including by making donations online. Here is Bishop Toal’s message in the circumstances:
“As we face the present crisis in our world the number of people able to attend Sunday Mass in
our parishes is rapidly falling and this will have a massive effect on our parish finances and our
ability to maintain our churches and ministries, and our charitable activities. One immediate casualty is bound to be our collection on 4th Sunday of Lent for SCIAF. I would encourage the faithful
to continue to support the SCIAF “Wee Box “Appeal for the Groups of Vulnerable Women in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, both through filling the Wee Boxes and through making donations
on-line. I think the on-line donations, accessed through www.sciaf.org.uk, will be vital this year in
maximising our donations. These donations, which can be made up until 20th May, will benefit
from UK Government Match Aid, whereby every £1 donated is worth £2. I hope people will respond well and continue to support the poor abroad and at home, even as we experience our own
difficulties and uncertainties.
+Joseph Toal
Bishop Chair of SCIAF”

Day of Prayer, 22 March 2020
Please join all the Churches in the UK in the Day of Prayer, scheduled for this Sunday. As we do every Lent, and more fervently today, we pray that the Lord may spare
His people.
Finally,
I would also ask you to encourage everyone to pray the Memorare once a day to our
Lady, Health of the Sick. She will surely hear us in our time of need.
Yours sincerely in the Lord,
+Leo Cushley
Archbishop of St Andrews & Edinburgh

THE MEMORARE
REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that
anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy
intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O
Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, sinful and
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in
thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Church grants special indulgence to
coronavirus patients and caregivers
The Apostolic Penitentiary issues a Decree granting special plenary indulgences for those suffering from the coronavirus pandemic, if specific conditions are met.
By Fr. Benedict Mayaki, SJ

On 20 March, the Apostolic Penitentiary issued a decree granting plenary indulgences to “the faithful suffering from the Covid-19 virus, commonly known
as coronavirus, as well as to healthcare workers, family members and all
those who in any capacity, including through prayer, care for them.”
The document comes in response to pastoral, spiritual and sacramental concerns for those affected by the coronavirus pandemic, which has raised “new
uncertainties and above all widespread physical and moral suffering”.
The decree is signed by Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, the Major Penitentiary of
the Apostolic Penitentiary, and the Regent, Father Krzysztof Nykiel.

Conditions for the plenary indulgence
The Decree grants a plenary indulgence to coronavirus patients quarantined
by health authorities in hospitals and in their homes if, “with a spirit detached
from any sin, they unite themselves spiritually through the media to the celebration of the Holy Mass, the recitation of the Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of devotion.”
The plenary indulgence can also be obtained by the faithful if they at least
“recite the creed, the Lord’s Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity towards their
brothers and sisters, with the will to fulfill the usual conditions (sacramental
confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer according to the Holy father’s
intentions), as soon as possible.”
A plenary indulgence is also granted to healthcare workers, family members
and all those who, “exposing themselves to the risk of contagion, care for the
sick” under the same conditions stated above.
Also, the faithful who offer a “visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic
adoration, or read the Holy Scriptures for half an hour, or recite the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or the recitation of the
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy” while praying for an end to the pandemic will be
granted a plenary indulgence.

A few clarifications
In a note accompanying the Decree, the Apostolic Penitentiary provided for
some eventualities linked with providing the Sacrament of Reconciliation for
those affected by the Covid-19 virus.
The note explained that the diocesan bishop has complete discretion over the
administration of collective absolution except where there is an “imminent
danger of death” or a “grave necessity.” Individual confession remains the ordinary way of celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Also, if there is need to impart absolution to several faithful, the priest is
obliged to inform the diocesan bishop as soon as possible.
Bishops are also tasked with evaluating the level of the pandemic in their respective jurisdictions to be able to set up prudent protocols for the individual
celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation that safeguards the sacramental seal.
The note also encouraged setting up groups of voluntary “extraordinary hospital chaplains” who, obeying health norms and in agreement with health authorities, can provide spiritual assistance to the sick and dying.

Indulgences
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, an indulgence is “a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven.” Indulgences are either partial or plenary depending on
if they remove part or all of the temporal punishment due to sin.

