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Come, Holy Spirit,  
fill the hearts of your faithful 

and enkindle in them  
the fire of your love. 

Day for Life 
 

Sunday, 31st May 2020 

This year, the theme is Choose Life, which will focus on the dignity 

and worth of the unborn child and expectant mothers. 
 

Day for Life is the day in the Church's year dedicated to raising 

awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every 

stage and in every condition. The Church teaches that life is to be 

nurtured from conception to natural death. 
 

This year, the Day for Life message emphasises the care of the un-

born child and pregnant women. We pray that minds and hearts 

may be opened to the sheer gift and wonder of every new life in the 

womb and thank those who work ceaselessly to protect this life 

more fully by legislation. We also draw attention to the hope and 

healing that women and men can experience following the trauma 

of abortion. 
 

Pope Francis's message gives us hope and renews our commit-

ment and action to this most basic of human instincts - the protec-

tion of the mystery of human life at every stage. 
 

Papal Message: www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/

sites/3/2020/05/DFL20-Papal-Blessing.pdf 

Pentecost 
 

Sunday, 31st May 2020 

Happy birthday to the Catholic Church!  

Happy birthday to you, who are the body of the Church! 
 

We're all familiar with our own birth-

days, and we celebrate them because 

they mark the day of the year in which 

we entered into this life. But did you 

know you have a second birthday? 
 

Because you are part of the body of the 

Church, Pentecost is the Church's birth-

day, and yours as well. And like any 

birthday, it's a cause for celebration. 
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Special Collection: Day for Life (31 May) 
 

The theme for this year’s Day for Life is “Choose 
Life”. During the coronavirus crisis calls from preg-
nant women are still being received so your dona-
tions will be well used by the Archdiocesan Pro-

Life Office to help them. You can donate online: 
 https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed 
donatechartyid=1086319&type=2&hidden_amount=&a
mount=&reference=LIFE.  
 

Or cheques can be sent to Pro-Life Office, Archdi-
ocesan Offices, 100 Strathearn Road, Edinburgh, 
EH9 1BB. Please make cheques payable to Arch-
diocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh. Thank you for 
your support at this time! 

The Anointing of the Sick & Last Rites 
 

In our present circumstances, Anointing of the Sick 
and Viaticum may be carried out only in danger of 
death.  
 
Requiem Mass during restrictions 
 

Should someone die, the Requiem Mass will be 
offered privately in the church. The priest will then 
meet with members of the immediate family at the 
cemetery. The numbers at the cemetery are re-
stricted by the Council. 
 
Those who may need help 
  

If you are aware of anyone who needs assistance 
of any kind, or if you need help, let me know by 
ringing the chapel house: 01968 673709  or  0131 
440 0458,  or  07749078312. Thanks to all those 
who have offered their help.  
 
Confessions - by appointment  
 

Gift Aid Envelopes 
 

Gift Aid envelopes are available in parish house 
and can be pick up observing all the Government’s 
hygiene precautions strictly.  
If you would like a Gift Aid form, this can be 
emailed to you.  

Daily Mass from St Margaret’s at 10:00am;  
Now livestreamed - Monday to Saturday 
 

Although all public Masses are currently suspend-
ed, I continue to offer Mass praying each day for 
parishioners, mass intentions and an end to the 
spread of coronavirus. Upon request, I am now 
happy to be able to publish the daily Masses 
livestreamed on at 10:00am Monday-Saturday. To 
participate spiritually in the livestreamed Mass, 
please visit our parish Facebook page: ttps://
www.facebook.com/shsmparish/ 
 
Each day I pray for you all, for your families and 
loved ones as well as for an end to the spread 
of coronavirus. 
,  

Requested Masses will be said by me on the ap-
pointed days as noted below.  
 
Monday 1st June - 10:00am 
Michael and Delia Donoghue (RIP) 
 

Tuesday 2nd June - 10:00am 
Tom and Ellen McEvoy (RIP) 
 

Friday 5th June - 10:00am 
Monsignor Joseph Glover - 28th Ordination Anni-
versary 
 

Wednesday 17th June - 10:00am 
Stuart Maguire (RIP) 
 

If you would like to schedule a Mass for someone 
who has recently died, for the anniversary of a 
loved one or for a special intention, please contact 
the Parish Office @ 01968 673709  or  0131 440 
0458, and I will help you to arrange a Mass.  

Keeping the Sabbath Holy  
 

Although we are unable to attend Mass, the Fourth 
Commandment still requires us to ‘keep the Sab-
bath Holy’. During these restrictions you should 
decide on particular things that you will do each 
Sunday to mark the Lord’s Day. While I’m saying 
Mass privately at 10.00am a lot of parishioners are 
meeting on ‘Zoom’ to say the Rosary and I encour-
age you to do it. You should also consider prayer-
fully reading through the readings of the day and 
making a spiritual communion.  

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart … I 
embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You.” 

Parish News 

Baptisms & Marriages  
 

Following the guidelines from the civil authorities, 
all baptism and weddings are suspended. To book 
a baptism or a wedding later in the year, please 
contact the Parish Office.  

Vocations Mass 
Please help promote the monthly Vocations Mass. 
For newsletters: The monthly Mass for Vocations 
will be streamed on the Facebook page of St Da-

vid’s Parish, Dalkeith (@stdavidsdalkeith) on Monday 
01 June at 6.30pm. You can also watch it live on the 
Archdiocesan Facebook page (@EdinburghRCdiocese). 
Please pray for more vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. 
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Parish finances and coronavirus 
 

We have been asked how people can continue to support their parish when we cannot put money in the 
plate at church.  
 
If your income has been impacted by the crisis, please do not feel obliged to contribute at this time. If your 
income is secure and you wish to contribute, the best option would be to set up a standing order.  Al-
so you can put your offering through parish house door in an envelope.  
 
If you have online banking you can set this up quickly using the parish sort code and account number (if 
your circumstances change this can be amended/cancelled).  
Alternatively you can donate using electronic banking.  
 

The Parish account details for Sacred Heart Church are: 
 

Bank name:  Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-48-77 
Account Number: 10027865 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   Sacred Heart Penicuik 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
 

The Parish account details for St Margaret’s Church are: 
 

Bank name:   Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-17-42 
Account Number: 00643001 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   St Margaret’s Church 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
  
Standing order forms:  
If you would like a Standing order form (SOF), this can be emailed to you.  
 
 

To help with online giving the archdiocese has set up an online donation system. This online giving option 
is intended to be another tool available to parishes, which can be used now and in the future.  

 

 

To donate to Sacred Heart church click on tis link: https://donor.secure-operations.com/
detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=PENIC&amount= 

 
To donate to St Margaret’s church click on this link:  https://donor.secure-operations.com/
detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=LOANH&amount= 

My thanks to those who put collection envelopes through parish house door.  
Your contributions are indeed very much appreciated. Thank you. 
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This weekend, the Church celebrates Pentecost, 

one of the most important feast days of the year 

that concludes the Easter season and celebrates 

the beginning of the Church. 
 

Here’s what you need to know about the feast day: 

 

The timing and origins of Pentecost 

 

Pentecost always occurs 50 days after the death 

and resurrection of Jesus, and ten days after his 

ascension into heaven. Because Easter is a move-

able feast without a fixed date, and Pentecost de-

pends on the timing of Easter, Pentecost can fall 

anywhere between May 10 and June 13. 

The timing of these feasts is also where Catholics 

get the concept of the Novena - nine days of prayer 

- because in Acts 1, Mary and the Apostles prayed 

together “continuously” for nine days after the As-

cension leading up to Pentecost. Traditionally, the 

Church prays the Novena to the Holy Spirit in the 

days before Pentecost. 

The name of the day itself is derived from the 

Greek word "pentecoste," meaning 50th. 

 

There is a parallel Jewish holiday, Shavu`ot, which 

falls 50 days after Passover. Shavu’ot is sometimes 

called the festival of weeks, referring to the seven 

weeks since Passover. 

Originally a harvest feast, Shavu`ot now commem-

orates the sealing of the Old Covenant on Mount 

Sinai, when the Lord revealed the Torah to Moses 

on Mount Sinai. Every year, the Jewish people re-

new their acceptance of the gift of the Torah on this 

feast.  

 

What happens at Pentecost? 

 

In the Christian tradition, Pentecost is the celebra-

tion of the person of the Holy Spirit coming upon 

the Apostles, Mary, and the first followers of Jesus, 

who were gathered together in the Upper Room. 

 

A “strong, driving” wind filled the room where they 

were gathered, and tongues of fire came to rest on 

their heads, allowing them to speak in different lan-

guages so that they could understand each other. It 

was such a strange phenomenon that some people 

thought the Christians were just drunk - but Peter 

pointed out that it was only the morning, and that 

the phenomenon was caused by the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Holy Spirit also gave the apostles the other 

gifts and fruits necessary to fulfill the great commis-

sion - to go out and preach the Gospel to all na-

tions. It fulfills the New Testament promise from 

Christ (Luke 24:46-49) that the Apostles would be 

“clothed with power” before they would be sent out 

to spread the Gospel. 

 

Where’s that in the bible? 

 

The main event of Pentecost (the strong driving 

wind and tongues of fire) takes place in Acts 2:13, 

though the events immediately following (Peter’s 

homily, the baptism of thousands) continue through 

verse 41. 
 

Happy Birthday, Church 

 

It was right after Pentecost that Peter, inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, preached his first homily to Jews 

and other non-believers, in which he opened the 

scriptures of the Old Testament, showing how the 

prophet Joel prophesied events and the coming of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

 

He also told the people that the Jesus they crucified 

is the Lord and was raised from the dead, which 

“cut them to the heart.” When they asked what they 

should do, Peter exhorted them to repent of their 

sins and to be baptised. According to the account in 

Acts, about 3,000 people were baptised following 

Peter’s sermon. 

 

For this reason, Pentecost is considered the birth-

day of the Church - Peter, the first Pope, preaches 

for the first time and converts thousands of new be-

lievers. The apostles and believers, for the first 

time, were united by a common language, and a 

common zeal and purpose to go and preach the 

Gospel. 

Everything you 
need to know 
about Pentecost 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/2
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