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The re-opening of Churches  

Good news! The Scottish Government has announced that places 

of worship can reopen to the public from Monday 22 June. Catholic 

churches will be open for private prayer only (no public Mass yet). It 

also means funerals can take place in church (with limited 

numbers). 

 Due to the obligation to maintain a two metre distance between 

people in the church (this restriction does not apply to families), the 

number of people who will be able to stay in the church at one time 

is limited. St Margaret's Church's capacity is only 24 people. Sacred 

Heart Church’s capacity is 32 people. It may happen that you will 

have to wait a bit to be able to enter the church. Please, listen to 

the advice of stewards and follow them. They are there to help you. 

By the way, I am asking you for help in reopening our churches 

and to consider becoming a volunteer as stewards/passkeepers. 

Volunteers for cleaning and sanitising churches are needed also. If 

you are ready to be involved in these services, please let me 

know by sending an email to: paschpen@btinternet.com. 

Opening dates and times 

A group of parishioners and I worked hard during the last few days 

to make our churches ready for opening at the appropriate time, so 

that you are able to come to the church for a short private prayer as 

soon as possible. 

I am happy to announce that the doors of our churches will be 

opened for private prayers as follows: 

St Margaret’s -  

Tuesday and Thursday from 10am to 12pm, Sunday from 10am to 

12pm; 

Sacred Heart -  

Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12pm, Sunday from 11am to 

1pm. 

   12th Week of the Year 
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Requiem Mass during restrictions 
 

With Funeral Masses now permitted to take place 
in churches, guidance has been updated to indi-
cate that "The number of mourners should be 
agreed in consultation with the parish priest and 
limited according to government guidelines. The 
Bishops’ Conference of Scotland suggests a maxi-
mum of 15 mourners."  

Daily Mass from St Margaret’s at 9:00am;  
Now livestreamed - Monday to Saturday 
 

Although all public Masses are currently suspend-
ed, I continue to offer Mass praying each day for 
parishioners, mass intentions and an end to the 
spread of coronavirus. Upon request, I am now 
happy to be able to publish the daily Masses 
livestreamed on at 10:00am Monday-Saturday. To 
participate spiritually in the livestreamed Mass, 
please visit our parish Facebook page: ttps://
www.facebook.com/shsmparish/ 
 
Requested Masses will be said by me on the ap-
pointed days as noted below.  
 
Sunday 21st June 
Pro Populo 
 

Monday 22nd June - 10:00am 
Duncan McArthur (RIP) 
 

Tuesday 23rd June - 9:00am 
Arshad Ahmed (RIP) 
 

Wednesday 24th June - 9:00am 
Jan I Agnieszka (RIP) 
 

Thursday 25th June - 10:00am 
Available 
 

Friday 26th June - 10:00am 
Available 
 

Saturday 27th June - 10:00am 
Available 
 

If you would like to schedule a Mass for someone 
who has recently died, for the anniversary of a 
loved one or for a special intention, please contact 
the Parish Office @ 01968 673709  or  0131 440 
0458, and I will help you to arrange a Mass.  

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart … I 
embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You.” 

Parish News 

Baptisms & Marriages  
 

Following the guidelines from the civil authorities, 
all baptism and weddings are suspended. To book 
a baptism or a wedding later in the year, please 
contact the Parish Office.  

Preparation for going to Church  
 

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains 

dispensed until further notice. The faithful are 

asked to consider carefully whether or not they 

should return in the early phases.  
 

1. It is possible to use the videos available online 

highlighting changes to our liturgical actions. 

(Look up YouTube for “Stay Safe Pray Safe - A 

Video Guide to Reopening of our Churches for 

Prayer”.) Some dioceses/parishes have already 

created their own videos. 

2. Parishioners who are shielding according to 

Scottish Government guidance should not 

come to church until Scottish Government guid-

ance advises them it safe to do so. Parishion-

ers aged 70 or over, pregnant women, and 

those who receive the flu jab for medical rea-

sons are currently able to leave their homes for 

essential purposes. In making a decision to 

come to church they are asked to follow Scot-

tish Government advice.  

3. Improved cleaning will occur in churches, but 

no one should expect that they will be any safer 

from germs than other public spaces. There 

remains a risk for anyone who attends a private 

prayer. Even with best health practices and 

strict social distancing, anyone who enters a 

public space should recognise there is a risk of 

contracting the coronavirus. 

4. Everyone should wear a face-covering. In ac-

cordance with Scottish Government guidance, 

children under the age of two years are not re-

quired to wear a face covering in Church.  

5. Those entering the Church will be required to 

use sanitising gel on their hands to reduce the 

risk of contaminating surfaces. They should al-

so sanitise their hands on leaving.  

6. There are some pews where household groups 

can sit together.  

7. Each Church will only be able to open accord-

ing to the number and availability of volunteers. 

The Anointing of the Sick 
 

Anointing of the Sick and Viaticum may be carried 
out only in danger of death.  

Confessions - by appointment  
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Parish finances and coronavirus 
 

We have been asked how people can continue to support their parish when we cannot put money in the 
plate at church.  
 
If your income has been impacted by the crisis, please do not feel obliged to contribute at this time. If your 
income is secure and you wish to contribute, the best option would be to set up a standing order.  Al-
so you can put your offering through parish house door in an envelope.  
 
If you have online banking you can set this up quickly using the parish sort code and account number (if 
your circumstances change this can be amended/cancelled).  
Alternatively you can donate using electronic banking.  
 

The Parish account details for Sacred Heart Church are: 
 

Bank name:  Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-48-77 
Account Number: 10027865 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   Sacred Heart Penicuik 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
 

The Parish account details for St Margaret’s Church are: 
 

Bank name:   Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-17-42 
Account Number: 00643001 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   St Margaret’s Church 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
  
Standing order forms:  
If you would like a Standing order form (SOF), this can be emailed to you.  
 
 

To help with online giving the archdiocese has set up an online donation system. This online giving option 
is intended to be another tool available to parishes, which can be used now and in the future.  

 

 

To donate to Sacred Heart church click on tis link: https://donor.secure-operations.com/
detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=PENIC&amount= 

 
To donate to St Margaret’s church click on this link:  https://donor.secure-operations.com/
detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=LOANH&amount= 

My thanks to those who put collection envelopes through parish house door.  
Your contributions are indeed very much appreciated. Thank you. 
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