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The Feast of St. Joachim and St. Anne, 
the grand parents of Jesus 

Today, July 26th, the Church remembers St. Joachim and St. Anne, 
the parents of the Virgin Mary. Despite the importance of their role 
as the maternal grandparents of Jesus, we do not know too much 
about them. 
 

Regarding Joachim, we know that he was a shepherd from Jerusa-
lem, married to Anne. They did not have any children, and they were 
a rather elderly couple when, one day, while Joachim was at work in 
the fields as usual, an angel appeared to announce the birth of a 
child, and Anna also had the same vision. 
 

So they called their little girl Mary, which means “loved by God,” and 
then they moved to Nazareth, where they educated Mary, teaching 
her the law of the Lord. We do not know when Joachim and Anne 
died, and for many centuries their memory remained in the shad-
ows. 
 

St. Anne is invoked as the protector of pregnant women, who turn to 
her to obtain from God three great favours: a happy birth, a healthy 
child, and sufficient milk to be able to raise the baby. And she is the 
patron of many jobs related to her duties as mother, including wash-
erwomen and embroiderers. 
 

St. Joachim only found space in the liturgical calendar in 1584: ini-
tially on March 20th, moving to Sunday in the octave of the Assump-
tion in 1738, then to August 16th in 1913, before rejoining his holy 
wife on July 26th with the new liturgical calendar. 
 

This year the feast falls on a Sunday. While it is not possible to cele-
brate the feast, I recommend this day to you as a great opportunity 
to acknowledge and celebrate the contribution of grandparents to 
their families and to our parish. 
 

The recent coronavirus lockdown has hit grandparents hard in sepa-
rating them from their families for an extended period. Some of the 
most poignant images of this time have been those of young chil-
dren and their grandparents greeting each other by joining hands on 
either side of a glass door or window. It highlighted the special rela-
tionship that exists between the generations.  
 

As we slowly emerge from the lockdown restrictions it seems partic-
ularly fitting to give thanks and to commend all grandparents in pray-
er and affection to almighty God on the Feast of Ss Joachim & 
Anne, parents of Mary, grandparents of Jesus. 
 
Lord God almighty, 
bless our grandparents with long life, happiness, and health. 
May they remain constant in your love and be living signs of your presence 
to their children and grandchildren. We ask this through Christ our Lord. R/. Amen 

   17th Week of the Year - A 

St. Joachim and St. Anne,  
parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
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Online booking  
Due to government restrictions the Sacred Heart 

and St Margaret’s have limited Mass capacity so 

booking a ticket is mandatory for Saturday Vigil 

Mass and Sunday Mass. Mass during the week 

does not require booking. 

A)  Click the appropriate link below:  

• "Sunday Mass at Sacred Heart" or  

• "Sunday Mass at St Margaret’s" 
 

B) Click "Select A Day" 
 

C) Then choose the mass you want to attend by 

clicking "Register" 
 

D) In General Admission select "1" or "2". 

"1" means one seat for an individual.  

"2" means either two seats for two individuals who 

must keep a distance of 2m or the entire bench 

reserved for a family/houshold whose members do 

not have to keep their distance. Click "Register" 

and follow the instruction. 
 

E) People who cannot register online will be able 

to book seat by phone @ 01968 673709. 

PARISH DATABASE 
 

In order for us to function well as a Parish it is im-

portant that we have up to date contact details for 

all our parishioners. Please take a few minutes to 

complete the registration form:  

https://shsmparish.co.uk/lib/o3s7oq/Parish-Census
-form-kcueopqq.pdf  
 

Alternatively, please fill out the Registration Form 

to register. Hard copies of registration forms are 

available in both churches, Sacred Heart in Pe-

nicuik and St Margaret’s in Loanhead. 

Thank you. 

MASSES & SERVICES 

DAY MASS TIME  MASS INTENTION 

Saturday 25th 6:00pm Vigil Mass [SH] Available 

Sunday 26th 

17th Sunday in OT 

9:30am Holy Mass [SM] 
11:00am Holy Mass [SH] 

+ Dr Zbigniew Sobol 
All intentions of the Blessed Virgin 

Tuesday 28th 9:30am Holy Mass [SM] + Dr Zbigniew Sobol 

Wednesday 29th 9:30am Holy Mass [SH] Special intentions 

Thursday 30th 9:30am Holy Mass [SM] Available 

Friday 31st 9:30am Holy Mass [SH] + Joseph Graham 

Saturday 1st 6:00pm Vigil Mass [SH] Available 

Sunday 2nd 

18th Sunday in OT 

9:30am Holy Mass [SM] 
11:00am Holy Mass [SH] 

Available 
+ Joseph Gilhooley 

Pope Benedict XVI ‘s  
 

Prayer for Grandparents 
 
Lord Jesus, 

you were born in the Virgin Mary, 

the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. 

Look with love on grandparents the world over. 

Protect them! They are a source of enrichment 

for families, for the Church and for all of society. 

Support them!  As they grow older, 

may they continue to be for their families 

strong pillars of Gospel faith, 

guardians of noble domestic ideals, 

living treasuries of sound religious traditions. 

Make them teachers of wisdom and courage, 

that they may pass on to future generations the 

fruits 

of their mature human and spiritual experience. 

Lord Jesus, 

help families and society 

to value the presence and role of grandparents. 

May they never be ignored or excluded, 

but always encounter respect and love. 

Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed 

in all the years of life which you give them. 

Mary, Mother of all the living, 

keep grandparents constantly in your care, 

accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage, 

and by your prayers, grant that all families 

may one day be reunited in our heavenly home-

land, 

where you await all humanity 

for the great embrace of life without end.  Amen. 
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Parish finances and coronavirus 
 

We have been asked how people can continue to support their parish when we cannot put money in the 
plate at church.  
 
If your income has been impacted by the crisis, please do not feel obliged to contribute at this time. If your 
income is secure and you wish to contribute, the best option would be to set up a standing order.  Al-
so you can put your offering through parish house door in an envelope.  
 
If you have online banking you can set this up quickly using the parish sort code and account number (if 
your circumstances change this can be amended/cancelled).  
Alternatively you can donate using electronic banking.  
 

The Parish account details for Sacred Heart Church are: 
 

Bank name:  Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-48-77 
Account Number: 10027865 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   Sacred Heart Penicuik 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
 

The Parish account details for St Margaret’s Church are: 
 

Bank name:   Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-17-42 
Account Number: 00643001 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   St Margaret’s Church 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
  
Standing order forms:  
If you would like a Standing order form (SOF), this can be emailed to you.  
 
 

To help with online giving the archdiocese has set up an online donation system. This online giving option 
is intended to be another tool available to parishes, which can be used now and in the future.  

 

 

To donate to Sacred Heart church click on tis link: https://donor.secure-operations.com/
detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=PENIC&amount= 

 
To donate to St Margaret’s church click on this link:  https://donor.secure-operations.com/
detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=LOANH&amount= 

My thanks to those who put collection envelopes through parish house door.  
Your contributions are indeed very much appreciated. Thank you. 
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