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The Assumption of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary into heaven 

Today, Catholics and many other Christians celebrate the feast of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The significant feast day recalls the 
spiritual and physical departure of the mother of Jesus Christ from the 
earth, when both her soul and her body were taken into the presence of 
God. 
 

Venerable Pope Pius XII confirmed this belief about the Virgin Mary as 
the perennial teaching of the Church when he defined it formally as a dog-
ma of Catholic faith in 1950, invoking papal infallibility to proclaim, “that 
the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, having completed 
the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly 
glory.” 
 

His Apostolic Constitution “Munificentissi-mus Deus” (Most Bountiful 
God), which defined the dogma, contained the Pontiff’s accounts of many 
longstanding traditions by which the Church has celebrated the Assump-
tion throughout its history. 
 

The constitution also cited testimonies from the early Church fathers on 
the subject, and described the history of theological reflection on many 
Biblical passages which are seen as indicating that Mary was assumed 
into heaven following her death. 
 

Although the bodily assumption of Mary is not explicitly recorded in Scrip-
ture, Catholic tradition identifies her with the “woman clothed with the sun” 
who is described in the 12th chapter of the Book of Revelation. 
 

The passage calls that woman’s appearance “a great sign” which 
“appeared in heaven,” indicating that she is the mother of the Jewish 
Messiah and has “the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of 
twelve stars.” Accordingly, Catholic iconography of the Western tradition 
often depicts the Virgin Mary’s assumption into heaven in this manner. 
 

Eastern Christians have also traditionally held Mary’s assumption into 
heaven as an essential component of their faith. Pius XII cited several 
early Byzantine liturgical texts, as well as the eighth-century Arab Chris-
tian theologian St. John of Damascus, in his own authoritative definition of 
her assumption. 
 

“It was fitting,” St. John of Damascus wrote in a sermon on the assump-
tion, “that she, who had kept her virginity intact in childbirth, should keep 
her own body free from all corruption even after death,” and “that she, 
who had carried the creator as a child at her breast, should dwell in the 
divine tabernacles.” 
 

In Eastern Christian tradition, the same feast is celebrated on the same 
calendar date, although typically known as the Dormition (falling asleep) 
of Mary. Eastern Catholic celebration of the Dormition is preceded by a 
two-week period of fasting which is similar to Lent. Pius XII, in 
“Munificentissimus Deus,” mentioned this same fasting period as belong-
ing to the traditional patrimony of Western Christians as well. 
 

The feast of the Assumption is always a Holy Day of Obligation for both 
Roman and Eastern-rite Catholics, on which they are obliged to attend 
Mass or Divine Liturgy. 
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Online Mass booking  
Due to government restrictions the Sacred Heart and St Mar-

garet’s have limited Mass capacity (SH 30 and SM 26) so 

booking a place is mandatory for Saturday Vigil Mass and 

Sunday Mass. Mass during the week does not require book-

ing.  
 

Reservations may be made either online (on the parish web-

site and FB), or by phone. We use the EVENTBRITE program 

to register online. You may also install the Eventbrite applica-

tion on your smartphone. 
 

Those who have made a reservation and for some reason are 

unable to attend the Mass are asked to cancel their reserva-

tion. People who cannot register online or through an applica-

tion on a smartphone will be able to book seat by phone @ 

01968 673709. 
 

Places may be also booked in church before or after mass. 

Ask pass keepers for details. 
 

To book online lick the appropriate link below:  

• "Sunday Mass at Sacred Heart" or  

• "Sunday Mass at St Margaret’s" 

PARISH DATABASE 
 

In order for us to function well as a Parish it is im-

portant that we have up to date contact details for 

all our parishioners. Please take a few minutes to 

complete the registration form:  

https://shsmparish.co.uk/lib/o3s7oq/Parish-Census-form
-kcueopqq.pdf  
 

Alternatively, please fill out the Registration Form to reg-

ister. Hard copies of registration forms are available in 

both churches, Sacred Heart in Penicuik and St Mar-

garet’s in Loanhead. Thank you. 

MASSES & SERVICES 

DAY MASS TIME  MASS INTENTION 

Saturday 15
th

 6:00pm Vigil Mass [SH] + Marian Długołęcki 

Sunday 16
th 

The Assumption 
9:30am Holy Mass [SM] 

11:00am Holy Mass [SH] 
Pro Populo 
+ Lisa Wilson 

Tuesday 18
th
 9:30am Holy Mass [SM] Available 

Wednesday 19
th

 9:30am Holy Mass [SH] + Michael Barkley 

Thursday 20
th
 9:30am Holy Mass [SM] Available 

Friday 21
st
 

9:30am Holy Mass [SH] 
1:00pm Funeral Mass [SH] 

+ Mary Fernandez 
FUNERAL MASS for MARY FERNANDEZ 

Saturday 22
nd

 6:00pm Vigil Mass [SH] + Andrew Ewart 

Sunday 23
rd 

21st Sunday 
9:30am Holy Mass [SM] 

11:00am Holy Mass [SH] 
+ Cece and Maria Graham 
+ Mary Fernandez 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEK 

SACRED HEART SAINT MARGARET’S 

Offertory 
FOSHSM 

£1370.58  
£  

Offertory 
Fabric 
Candles 
FOSHSM 

£73.00  
£13.00  

£  
£   

Thank you for your generosity! 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENT FOR  
Mary Catherine Fernandez 

 

Mary Fernandez died on 6th August 2020  
at the age of 84 

 

Requiem Mass for Mary Fernandez will take place at 
Sacred Heart Church on Friday 21st August 2020 at 
1:00pm and thereafter to  Mortonhall Crematorium. 
 

Please remember Mary Fernandez and the family in 
your prayers at this difficult time. 
 

May she rest in peace! 
 

Due to pandemic restrictions in person attendance 
at a funeral services is limited to 20 people. There-
fore, the Funeral Mass for Mary Fernandez will be 
celebrated only with the participation of the imme-
diate family. Parishioners are invited to attend the 
Mass for Mary Fernandez on Friday 21st August at 
9.30am. 

A New Lectionary for Scotland 
 

Scotland’s Catholic Bishops have approved the prepara-
tion of a new Lectionary (a book of readings used at 
Mass) to update and replace the three volume Lection-
ary in use in the dioceses of England and Wales, Scot-
land and Ireland for almost 30 years. The current Lec-
tionary was first published in 1981 using the Jerusalem 
Bible (1966) as its base text. 
 

Commenting on the publication, Bishop Hugh Gilbert, 
President of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland said: 
“In reaching a decision about a translation for the Lec-
tionary, the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland itself con-
sidered the values they would most expect a Lectionary 
to embody, for example, accuracy, dignity, facility of 
proclamation, and accessibility.  
 

The Catholic Edition of the English Standard Version 
(ESV) Bible, published in 2018, will be used as the base 
text for the new translation, it has been accepted by the 
Bishops of England and Wales as the basis for their own 
Lectionary and the Scottish Bishops voted at their July 
2020 meeting to use it as well. It makes practical and 
pastoral good sense for the same translation to be used 
in Scotland, England and Wales.” 
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Parish finances and coronavirus 
 

We have been asked how people can continue to support their parish when we cannot put money in the 
plate at church.  
 
If your income has been impacted by the crisis, please do not feel obliged to contribute at this time. If your 
income is secure and you wish to contribute, the best option would be to set up a standing order.  Al-
so you can put your offering through parish house door in an envelope.  
 
If you have online banking you can set this up quickly using the parish sort code and account number (if 
your circumstances change this can be amended/cancelled).  
Alternatively you can donate using electronic banking.  
 

The Parish account details for Sacred Heart Church are: 
 

Bank name:  Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-48-77 
Account Number: 10027865 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   Sacred Heart Penicuik 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
 

The Parish account details for St Margaret’s Church are: 
 

Bank name:   Bank of Scotland 
Sort Code:  80-17-42 
Account Number: 00643001 
Account name:  Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh –  
   St Margaret’s Church 

 

(Please include your name as the payment reference). 
  

May I take this opportunity to thank all of you  who contributed to the parish throughout lockdown, 
some by setting up standing orders, some by using an online donation, some by continuing to donate 
weekly and some by particular donations.  
 

Thanks also to all those who are continuing to support the parish financially in these challenging 

times. The trustees of the Archdiocese have written to all Parish Priests to highlight the impact the 

pandemic is having on our parishes and the Archdiocese as a whole. We realise that many people 

are facing challenging times ahead with the threat of losing income and jobs. If you feel you are not 

able to contribute at this time, please do not feel obliged to give. However, if you can give please con-

tinue to do so. 
 

If you are a UK taxpayer please consider Gift Aid. If you Gift aid your donations the parish can claim 

back 25p for every pound donated. Gift Aid declarations and envelopes are available for collection in 

both churches. 


