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HIS FAMILY OF ORIGIN

John Baptist Jordan was born in a family of modest means on 16 June 1848, in
Gurtweil, which is a village located 327 m above sea level in southern Germany
close to the Swiss border. Together with his family, he led a simple life, not without
economic difficulties and sacrifices. This contributed towards the consolidation
of his resolute and firm character.

The family house of John Baptist Jordan

1848

John Baptist was the second son of Lorenz Jordan and Notburga Peter. He had two brothers: Martin and
Edward. He was baptized in the parish church of Gurtweil one day after his birth.

The room where John Baptist Jordan was born

The baptismal font of the parish
church in Gurtweil where John Baptist
Jordan was baptized

1861
John Baptist Jordan, guided by Fr. Hermann Kessler, the then parish
priest of Gurtweil, prepared himself for receiving First Communion.
This was the beginning of his way of greater intimacy with God.

John Baptist Jordan at the age of 12

1863
Jordan's father, Lorenz, died at the age of 44 as a result of an
accident at work. In order to be able to help his family financially, John Baptist Jordan had to interrupt his studies and
take a job working on the construction of the railway line. At
the same time he prepared himself for the profession of a
painter and decorator in Waldshut with Jakob Hildebrand as
his master and teacher.
Railway on which J.B. Jordan worked
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HIS YOUTH

The young John Baptist Jordan was an indefatigable worker, who dedicated himself
totally to the support of his family. And although he did not have time for study
because of his work, he had the opportunity to travel and make himself familiar
with the reality of his country. This experience widened his horizons, also in
regard to the situation of Christians of his time, and he felt called to become a priest.

1867

The village of Gurtweil with the River Schlücht where John Baptist fished

Owing to his work as a painter, from 1867 he visited different places: Augsburg, Ratisbon, Munich, Berlin,
Hamburg and Bohemia. In 1868 Jordan became a member of the "young journeymen’s guild."

1869

John Baptist was called to
serve his country through military service in the garrison in
Konstanz. He was released
after several weeks of service
because of his weak health.

John Baptist Jordan as an artisan and painter

John Baptist Jordan during
military service in the army

1869-1870
John Baptist Jordan felt and cultivated in his heart the desire to
follow the vocation to the priesthood, and he began to receive
private lessons from Fr. Gottfried Nägele and Fr. Friedrich
Werber in Waldshut.
Gottfried Nägele and Friedrich Werber,
Jordan's teachers in Waldshut

1870 - 1874
John Baptist Jordan studied at the Lyceum and
Gymnasium in Konstanz and received a secondary
school certificate at the age of 26.

The city of Konstanz in Germany
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HIS VOCATION

Adverse circumstances did not allow John Baptist Jordan to study at the best
moment. However, at the same time, they gave him the opportunity to foster his vocation. Later he was able to take up studies with diligence and many talents, above
all learning very quickly foreign languages. This way he widened his vision of the
world and of the Church, always in need of renewal. His participation in the Catholic
Congresses allowed him to establish contact with many persons, with whom he readily dialogued.

St. Peter's Seminary

From the political point of view, Germany was passing through a particularly difficult time.
The movement of the Kulturkampf started with Otto von Bismarck (1815-1898), and for the
Church it was a time of testing and persecution. Many Catholics left the faith and adhered
to the ideology of the State. All those events did not leave the young John Baptist Jordan
indifferent.

Otto von Bismarck

1874

1876

John Baptist Jordan in 1872

Albert Ludwig University in Freiburg

Towards the end of 1874 Jordan began his studies
of philosophy and theology at the Albert Ludwig
University of Baden in Freiburg. His “extraordinary
diligence towards learning foreign languages” was
admired (Joseph Kamil Litschgi).
Munich - Germany

1875

At the Catholic Congress in
Munich Jordan made friends with
St. Arnold Janssen, founder of
the Divine Word Missionaries.

Freiburg - Germany

John Baptist Jordan took part in the Catholic
Congress in Freiburg and actively participated in
the work of the apostolate of the Catholic press,
directed by Mons. Schröderet in Switzerland.
This year he started writing his
Spiritual Diary where he
noted his spiritual meditations,
some particular insights, personal discussions, and in a
particular way his vocation to
become a founder.

1877

St. Arnold Janssen

Jordan entered St. Peter’s Diocesan Seminary
(Black Forest) near Freiburg to begin the last year of
his formation before ordination to the priesthood.
Mons. Nicholas Gihr was his spiritual director.

1878
On 15 March John Baptist Jordan received subdiaconate and then, on the following day, diaconate. On 21
July he was ordained to the priesthood in St. Peter's
Church by Bp. Lothar von Kübel, and then he moved
to Rome in order to study oriental languages.
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THE TIME OF DISCERNMENT

On 21 January 1880 John Baptist Jordan left for his trip to the Middle East. It was a
kind of a pilgrimage to the holy places. It was also useful for perfecting the languages
and for exploring the amazing missionary horizons through direct discussion with the
persons important for the project he had in his heart and which at this point he did not
keep secret. Therefore it was an event enriching him both culturally and spiritually.
John Baptist Jordan remained grateful to Divine Providence, which gave him the
perfect way of discerning his vocation on the global level. The “apostolic and Catholic” dimension strengthened his personality.

1880

Jerusalem - Israel

During this trip his vocation to be a founder became clear to him, he was inspired by the words of the Savior:
"This is eternal life that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent."
(Jn 17:3).

Ain Warka: Maronite College IV-VII 1880

In Egypt John Baptist Jordan shared about his vocation to be a founder with Bp. Guglielmo Massaia,
a Capuchin, from whom he received “the first Ecclesiastical blessing” for his apostolic project.

Towards the end of his trip, Fr. Jordan gathered his thoughts in the so-called Smyrna
Document. At the age of 32 he attained
his spiritual maturity - through prayer, meditation, discussions with knowledgeable
people, trips, trust in Divine Providence and he organized the Apostolic Teaching
Society in three grades.
Fr. Jordan wrote in his Spiritual Diary:
Catholic Society of clerics and workers in
the Lord's vineyard among all peoples.
Original page of Jordan's Spiritual Diary

Cardinal Guglielmo Massaia,
Capuchin
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THE START OF THE WORK

Father John Baptist Jordan, having received papal blessing, immediately got to work in
order to look for good collaborators for his Foundation. First publications were printed
and the Apostolic Teaching Society started to take shape and to consolidate.

Rome in the times of John Baptist Jordan

After returning from the Holy Land, Jordan was received at a private audience by Pope Leo XIII in order “to
discuss the foundation of the Society.” Leo XIII exhorted him saying: “If this is the will of God, the Society
will exist.”
1881
Jordan met Fr. Bernard Lüthen in Donauwörth, who a little earlier had started a publication for the clergy “Ambrosius.” Also Fr. Friedrich von Leonhardi joined the Apostolic Teaching Society. On 8 December Jordan officially founded the First Grade of the Apostolic Teaching Society together with Fathers
von Leonhardi and Lüthen in the St. Brigit
Chapel.
John Baptist Jordan with Pope Leo XIII
1880
John Baptist Jordan took part in the
Catholic Congress in Konstanz
and met Ludwig Auer, popular missionary and the founder of the Cassianeum Institute at Donauwörth in
Bavaria. He associated himself with
Auer and wrote the first statutes of
the Apostolic Teaching Society.
Ludwig Auer

Jordan visited Turin in order to meet
and talk with St. John Bosco, a charismatic apostle of young people and
the founder of the Salesian Family.
Jordan submitted the first statutes to
the Ecclesiastical authority in Rome
and immediately afterwards found a
house for his Foundation, moving
into the house of St. Brigit in Piazza
Farnese in Rome.
Don Bosco

Standing from left to right Friedrich von Leonhardi and Bonaventure
Lüthen, sitting: Fr. Jordan in the center, and Ludwig von Essen to the right.

Publications of the Apostolic Teaching Society
1880
1880

1882
1884
1885
1889
1891

magazine Il Piccolo Monitore Romano
magazine Il Monitore Romano
Rules for the Third Grade, Giornale, Il Missionario,
magazine Il Monitore Romano,
magazine L'amico dei fanciulli,
SAI natura e importanza,
Il Missionario in Germany
Revised Rules for the First Grade,
magazine Nuntius Romanus, SAI incorragiata
magazine Manna per Bambini, Guida verso la SAI
Calendario apostolico
Il missionario in Italian, Manna per i religiosi
L'apostolato della Società Cattolica Istruttiva
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HIS CONSECRATION

John Baptist Jordan, being obedient to the Church, which he loved so much, had to
adjust his project according to the recommendations and remarks of the Holy See. And
without losing heart, trusting totally in God with humility and faith, accepted all the suggestions. Being well aware that the way would not be easy, and knowing that the cross,
as the proof this was an authentic work of God, would accompany him until the end of
his life, definitively confirmed his choice of life. He consecrated himself, embracing the
religious life according to the charism he had received.

Painting of Piazza San Pietro - Rome

1881

The Apostolic Teaching Society was organized into
three grades: 1. priests and lay people following the
example of the Apostles in spreading the faith; 2. intellectuals, academics involved in defending the
faith; 3. people of both sexes, responsible for their
obligations, collaborators in witnessing to and in
spreading the faith.

1882

As a result of the decision of the Ecclesiastical authority, Jordan had to drop the title “apostolic” and
the Society was renamed as the Catholic Teaching
Society.
John Baptist Jordan transferred his work from
Piazza Farnese to the Palazzo Cesi at Borgo Vecchio, today Via della Conciliazione 51.

Piazza Farnese

Fr. Jordan end of 19th century

St. Brigit Chapel

1883

On 11 March Fr. Jordan made religious vows and took the name
Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. The First Grade of the Society
was transformed into a religious congregation.
Palazzo Cesi end of 19th century

St. Francis of Assisi by Giotto

The statue of Our Lady
which belonged to Fr. Jordan

Fr. Jordan's crucifix
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THE FEMALE BRANCH

To include all people in his project was a dream of the Founder. Because of this
Francis Jordan wanted to start the female branch of his work. After an unsuccessful
attempt, when his first spiritual daughters chose a different route, he found a good
collaborator in the person of Therese von Wüllenweber for giving life to his dream
and starting the new branch of his missionary work.

1882
On 5 September the Baroness Therese von Wüllenweber (1833-1907; today
Blessed Mary of the Aspostles) was accepted as a member of the First Grade.
The young Thekla Bayer, in whom Jordan put his trust in regard to starting the
female branch, joined the First Grade and made perpetual vows, however she
left later.

Therese von Wüllenweber

1883 - 1885

Amalia Streitel arrived in Rome in order
to start, together with three companions, the female branch under the guidance of Fr. Jordan. Amalia took the
name
Frances
of
the
Cross
(1884-1911). In 1885 this group was separated from Fr. Jordan.
The castle of Myllendonk

Mother Frances Streitel

1888

On 8 December Fr. Jordan, firm in his
resolution, officially founded the female
branch of the Society of the Divine
Savior with Therese von Wüllenweber
as the first superior.

Blessed Mary of the Apostles
(Therese von Wüllenweber)

Sisters of the Divine Savior, a work by Egidius Röder
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SENDING OUT THE FIRST MISSIONARIES

One of the convictions of Francis Jordan was that "the works of God flourish only in
the shadow of the Cross." After so many sacrifices and desertions because of the interventions of the Church, the work flourished and took up the mission of announcing
salvation, sowing the seed of life and of hope in every corner of the world.

1890

Sending the first missionaries by Brother Egidius Röder

Fr. John Baptist Jordan sent the first missionaries (Otto Hopfenmüller, Angelus Münzloher, Marianus
Schumm and Joseph Bächle) to Assam in Northeast India.

Otto Hopfenmüller

1894

1893

New name for the Society:
Society of the Divine Savior

Fr. Antonio di Gesù Intreccialagli
(1852-1924) was appointed
as the visitator of the Holy See
in regard to the Founder's
activities.

Father Jordan in 1911

1902
First General Chapter of the Society,
during which Fr. Jordan was elected
as Superior General.

1905
Fr. Jordan received the “Decretum
Laudis” of the Holy See.
Bp. Antonio Intreccialagli, OCD, 1911
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THE FINAL YEARS

To carry the cross until the end was Fr. Jordan's motto. Despite the many difficulties of life, Fr. Jordan accepted yet another one, namely to leave the Motherhouse
because of the First World War and to move to Fribourg in Switzerland in 1915. He
also left the position of the Superior General of the Society he had founded and
eventually faced the suffering caused by his illness. Similar to the life of Jesus, the
life of Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan was marked by obedience to the will of
God, until the ultimate abandonment of himself into God’s arms.

The house in Maggenberg, Switzerland

1915

Fr. Jordan sent the first Salvatorians to Germany. The Generalate was transferred to Maggenberg (Switzerland) on 10 July 1915.

1916
The Society of the Divine Savior
had 455 members (197 priests,
112 brothers, 53 scholastics, 83
clerical candidates, and 10
brother candidates).

The Founder in Fribourg (1917)

Fr. Jordan's last photo in Rome (May 1915)

1918

Day after day the Founder's state of health worsened, and he was
taken to a hospital for the poor in the village of Tafers, Switzerland,
where he died in peace. On 8 September Fr. Jordan returned to the
house of the Father with the following words: Those who will come
after us, will remember our sufferings and will continue the
work.

Hospital in Tafers

1918

Hospital in Tafers
Servant of God, Fr. Francis Mary of the
Cross Jordan on his deathbed (Tafers,
Switzerland).

The church in Tafers, where Fr. Jordan was buried.
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HIS SPIRITUAL LEGACY

Both mystical and apostolic-missionary components can be clearly seen in the
person of Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. He did not ask for anything extraordinary, neither for exceptional powers, but only for holiness, humility and fidelity. He
never gave himself airs as a Founder or a protagonist but recognized himself, with
full conviction, to be a tool in the hands of God for the good of salvation.

Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, the first successor of the Founder and his close collaborator said:
“I am convinced that the whole life of the Servant of God was heroic, because he has lived
it in absolute poverty, in constant adversity, with very weak health, and all these circumstances did not make him lose courage or patience; to the contrary, they united him all the
more with God. I was able to understand very well the saying he repeated: ‘If I had not
been convinced this work to be the will of God, I would not have felt up to realizing it.’"

FOUNDATIONS OF
FR. FRANCIS
JORDAN
IN DIFFERENT
COUNTRIES

Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer

The fame for holiness of Fr. Jordan was proved
during his life and also after his death. Many
witnesses spoke about his heroic virtues.

1942

On 22 December the ordinary process for beatification and canonization of Fr. Jordan was
introduced.
On 14 January 2011 in Rome the Church officially recognized his heroic virtues.

1880 Italy
1890 India
1892 USA - Austria - Ukraine
1893 Ecuador
1894 Switzerland - Sicily
1895 Austro-Hungary
1896 Brazil
1898 Hungary - Romania
1899 Colombia - Belgium
1900 Poland - Croatia
1901 England
1910 Moravia
1915 Germany

St. John Paul II in prayer at the tomb of Fr. Jordan
(Motherhouse in Rome, 1999)

“You know I have deeply loved you.
I want you to love one another. Sanctify yourselves.
Grow and spread over the whole earth until
the end of time. In the name of the Lord.”
(Spiritual Testament of the Founder)

11

SALVATORIAN PRESENCE
IN THE WORLD

Americas
• Brazil
• Canada
• Colombia
• Ecuador
• Guatemala
• Mexico
• Peru
• Suriname
• Uruguay
• USA
• Venezuela

Africa
Europe
• Albania
• Austria
• Belarus
• Belgium
• Czech Republic
• England
• Germany
• Hungary
• Ireland
• Italy

• Montenegro
• Poland
• Romania
• Russia
• Scotland
• Slovakia
• Spain
• Switzerland
• Ukraine

• Cameroon
• Comoros
• Democratic
Republic
of the Congo
• Kenya
• Mozambique
• Tanzania
• Zambia

Asia-Oceania
• Australia
• Bangladesh
• India
• Israel
• Jordan
• Malaysia
• Pakistan
• Philippines
• Sri Lanka
• Taiwan
• Vietnam

3.100 Salvatorians (Sister, Lay, Fathers and Brothers)
in 48 Countries on 5 Continents

Congregation of the Sisters of the Divine Savior

Society of the Divine Savior

International Community of the Divine Saviour

Fr. Francis Mary
of the Cross Jordan
(1848-1918)

