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There are numerous song titles about love ranging from: “What’s Love Got to Do with it?”
to “All You Need is Love.” February is the month of love. Even if you are not religious or even a
believer, the notion of love goes beyond our human categories. Yet we have a need to create
those categories trying to define and even limit this mystery we call love. It is fundamental to
our existence and the ground of our being. Love has the power to move us beyond all fear.
And when we choose to love, it is not only noble and holy, it becomes heroic.
Valentine’s Day has evolved in many countries from just celebrating love between a husband
and wife or between a boyfriend and girlfriend. It has become a time to express our love
for all kinds of people in our lives, no matter the relationship, age, gender, race, social or economic status. It has
evolved because it is that big, it is that inclusive. It is was never meant to be exclusive, conditionalized, or categorized. In our inmost being, we each have a relentless desire to love and be loved. It is quite stunning the lengths
we human beings will go to find this in our lives. In the end, it is the only thing that makes sense of anything.
“The meaning of life is love.” (Pope Francis)
Our Catholic Christian tradition raises up this truth for us in the profundity of that first love that has, in effect,
moved heaven and earth. It has shaped our worldview of the universe for the last 2000 years. “Jesus advanced in
wisdom, age, and favour before God and man.” (Lk. 2:52) It is the first love experienced at Jesus’ baptism whereby
he becomes fully aware that he is truly the “beloved” Son of God. (Mk. 1:11) He was a young man living an ordinary
life when his consciousness of heart was raised to divine heights, knowing this overpowering love. It was not
a love he earned or deserved. It was freely given, a grace. “For God is love.” (1 Jn. 4:8) This experience of divine
love transformed him, his life, and his mission. In the fullness of his humanity, this mystical event so moved Jesus,
that he would dedicate his life to make known what he experienced - the divine unconditional love of the one true
God. As the anointed one, Jesus did not do what he did to be loved, he did what he did because he was loved.
So convinced and compelled, that he would freely die to manifest this love. “For neither death nor life…nor anything, can separate us from the love of God. (Rom. 8:38)
Our Founder, Father Francis Jordan, came to know and experience this first love in a profound way, as well. It determined his single-focused response to God and the mission entrusted to him. Fr. Francis Jordan wrote: “Just as
love alone makes apostles, it alone makes saints.” (SD III/23) And we, as Fr. Francis Jordan’s beloved spiritual sons,
are called to this path of holiness, enflamed by love.
“For anyone who does not love others, does not know or love God.” (1Jn. 4:20) We as Salvatorians are impelled to
make known that love of God to all people. And genuine love is not without sacrifice, suffering, forgiveness, mercy,
and more so, joy.
“The universal force is love.” (A. Einstein) This is especially important for us as confreres on our universal mission
together. We are human and we are limited. We are not expected to like everyone, yet we are expected to love
everyone. There is a difference. For love has no limitations, only those limitations we put on it. None of us earned
or deserved that first love. It was freely given, a grace. We in turn, are inspired to gift all people with that same
love, if we are to be truly called apostles, Salvatorians, and beloved sons of God. “Love, harmony, brotherly love are
particularly necessary for us! My sons, love one another…to be united in the Lord’s name.” (JT 1897/11/19)
“What’s love got to do with it?” Everything.
Fr. Joseph Rodrigues SDS
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Generalate and General Secretariats
AGENDA OF ACTIVITIES
When

What

Where

Who

2 February

XXV World Day
for consecrated life

All Communities

All religious

4-5
February

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse
- Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

13 February

Governing Board JUCo

Morogoro

Fr. Agustín, Fr. Lukoa
and Br. Joby

18 February

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse
- Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

23 - 24
February

Mission Procurators
Meeting

Zoom

Mission Procurators
and General Mission
Secretary

1 March

European Unit
Superiors meeting

Zoom

Unit Superiors involved
and Generalate

4 March

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse
- Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

11 March

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse
- Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

18 March

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse
- Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

19 March

Promulgation
of the Ratio Institutionis

Motherhouse
- Rome

Superior General

25 March

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse
- Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries
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Meetings
JORDAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE (JUCo)

After a long period of silence, on 11 December 2020, JUCo´s Governing Board was able to meet again.
Because of JUCo´s extra-ordinary situation due to its financial problems, the Generalate decided to send a
team. It consisted of Fr. Agustín Van Baelen (chair of JUCo´s Governing Board and representative of the owner),
Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa (general consultor), Br. Joby Philip (general mission secretary) and Fr. Piet Cuijpers (coordinator of the Salvatorian Office for International Aid (SOFIA).
In general, the situation of the College is developing well. The present principal, Professor Bertram Mapunda
did a lot to ameliorate the academic level and to establish good connections with academic and civil authorities involved. The number of students is growing and will cross again the 3000-mark in this school year 2020
- 2021. However, the financial situation remains unsatisfying.
The COVID pandemic, its consequences and the projected budget that was presented to the Generalate
brought us to question the budget itself, as well as the finance office and made clear that an urgent intervention
was needed. In preparation of this intervention, the Generalate hired the services of Smith and Williamson LLP
(London, GB) in the person of forensic accountant Mr. Brendan Weekes. In spite of the slow pace of responding
of the finance office, proof was established that there was no fraud involved in the finance office, but structural
changes are urgently needed.
During the visit the team had a number of meetings with the main actors: financial service provider NEXIA SJ
Tanzania, which is a local partner of Smith and Williamson LLP, the senior management of JUCo, the Principal,
the finance office, the bursar, auditing firm ISHARA, the Governing Board, as well as with the entire staff of the
institution. During the visit the audits of the schoolyears 2016-17 and 2017-18 were signed off. Apart from the
mentioned meetings, the team met also the Provincialate of the Tanzania Mission Pro-Province in order to keep
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the Provincial Superior and the Council members updated. The members of the Generalate met also the formators and formandi from the International Formation House Mater Salvatoris at Morogoro. The last afternoon
of their stay, the team visited the previous and the present Local Ordinaries of Dar es Salaam, Archbishops
Policarp Cardinal Pengo and Jude Thaddaeus Ruwa´ichi OFMCap. Both of them have been very much involved
from the beginning in the set up and development of JUCo and they were very keen to hear how our Salvatorian
University College is doing in these difficult times of COVID, during which other university colleges already had
to close down completely.
After having returned to Rome, the entire Generalate has met the team and has approved the strategic action
plan as presented, to get JUCo as soon as possible out of this financial crisis. It is clear that a part of the plan
implicates certain decisions on diminishment of personnel costs and avoiding not immediately needed expenses. The financial management system needs to be reorganised. The Generalate has also decided that no bank
loans will be allowed and that it is better to keep the pending liabilities in house. From now on, the finance office
will work with monthly budgets and a monthly “allowance” will be wired to JUCo´s operational account, so as to
control expenses.
In the beginning of February 2021, the Governing Board will meet again. In the meanwhile, a strict follow up
from the part of the Generalate through zoom meetings with the senior management and mainly with the finance team and the Principal has been taking place. Let us hope that JUCo can keep itself floating, so that also
in the future it will be able to provide a good formation to many religious and diocesan seminarians from Tanzania and other African and Asian countries.

EUROPEAN UNIT SUPERIORS MEETING

On 23 November 2020, a zoom meeting was scheduled with the Superiors of the European Units with some representatives of the Generalate. Participants were Fr. Josef Wonish (AU) who had convoked the meeting together
with Fr. Hubert Veeser (DE), Fr. Hugo Jaramillo (SP), Fr. Józef Figiel (PL), Fr. Richard Mway (GB), Fr. David Wieslaw Stempak (CH), Fr. Deogratias Sayon Rukurugu (TdC), Fr. Piet Cuijpers (TdC), Fr. Milton Zonta (GEN),
Fr. Joseph Rodrigues (GEN), Fr. Adam Teneta (GEN) and Fr. Agustín Van Baelen (GEN). Whenever needed,
Fr. Adam Ziolkowski helped with the translation.
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The first topic of the meeting, as usual, was the exchange of information of the units, to get a picture of what
is going on at local level. It was not surprising that all the units reported about the impact of the pandemic.
Unfortunately, also some of our confreres were affected, but at the same time, the superiors informed also
about the nice consequence that confreres during quarantine restrictions could gather more, having prayers,
meals, recreations and other kinds of community activities together.
In all the units, initiatives are being taken in preparation of the Beatification of the Founder. Prayers, homilies,
retreats are prepared in different languages, other publications and possible sanctuaries, all in the framework
of knowing better and more Fr. Francis Jordan, with possibilities for veneration. The unit superiors expressed
their wish that they want to avoid that the Beatification would become a one-time event. Therefore, several
commissions were established for preparation and for the development of practical arrangements. All of this is
intended to raise up the vision of our Founder and make it readily available to others. Relics will be prepared by
the Generalate and on the request of the Unit Superiors, the respective quantities will be sent to them in small
capsules. Another item, directly related with the Founder, was the remodelling of his birth house. This house is
effectively patrimony of the entire Society, so the last General Chapter decided that a commission was to study
the scope and the goal of this house. The commission prepared a paper, which should have been discussed at
the General Synod. Unfortunately, it did not happen because of COVID-19. The decision was taken that all units
of the Society would be invited to contribute. While it would be good to have the birth house ready for people to
see by the time of the Beatification, there is also concern to not move too quickly. It was discerned to wait for
the Provincial Superior of Germany to send the needed information and then make a decision collectively as
European Units.
The last topic that was discussed, concerned the formation of the scholastics in the International Formation
House “Mater Salvatoris” at Tor de Cenci. Since 2017 scholastics from different countries all over the world are
preparing themselves to work as missionaries in Western Europe. Their formation should always be understood
in the bigger framework of the plan for the future presence of the Salvatorians in the 8 countries where we have
communities at present. In addition to that, different requirements of each country in which these confreres
eventually will live and minister, have to be taken into account. The plan for the future salvatorian presence in
Western Europe has to be discussed and approved still. As agreed already in previous meetings, the superiors were informed that soon they would get a letter with the information about the financing of the Formation
in Tor de’ Cenci. Next meeting is scheduled for 1 March 2021.

Prayer Intentions
Please pray…
- for the victims of domestic violence;
- for the victims of natural disasters in Croatia;
- for medical doctors and nurses;
- for the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Visits
MEXICO

The General Formation Secretary, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz paid a visit to our communities in Mexico from
27 December 2020 until 10 January 2021. Since 2018 confreres from 3 different countries: Mexico, Poland
and Venezuela have started under the guidance of the Generalate a mission at Xoxocotla, a huge parish in the
diocese of Cuernavaca. Only one year later, a formation house was bought where in this moment live 3 candidates, 2 from Mexico and 1 from Guatemala, together with their formator, Fr. Jakub Trzópek and Fr. Sebastian
Szewczyk, who is preparing himself for a work in the international formation house in Madrid. The postulants are
doing their philosophy studies at the Diocesan Seminary of Cuernavaca. Fr. Mario José Pulido and Br. Salvador
Peñaloza Hernández work in the parish that was entrusted to the Salvatorians in 2018.
Fr. Krzysztof informed the Generalate that during his visit he had different very fruitful meetings with the postulants as well as with their formator and with the formator and psychologist of the Diocesan Seminary where our
postulants study.
In spite of the difficult times of pandemic, it was more than worthwhile to visit the confreres of this young mission, who are giving the best of themselves to make the Salvatorian presence strong in this country.

GUATEMALA
Within the visit of the General Formation Secretary to our Mission in
Mexico, time was taken to visit also
our confreres in Guatemala, the second country in Central America with
Salvatorian presence. In this mission
our confreres are living in two different
places: San Pablo, near to the Mexican border and San Sebastian, up in

Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 13 February 2021, Rome 7

the mountains. Both places are in the Diocese of San Marcos. At present three confreres, Fr. Rodolfo Cabello
Heras, Br. Emilio Bermejo Rupérez and Fr. Santiago Pérex Mendaza are working together with the Lay Salvatorian Mariángeles. All are originally from Spain.
Apart from the work with the faithful, capacity building of farmers, accompaniment of the poor through social
projects and formation of catechists, our confreres also dedicate time and energy to vocation promotion and
formation of possible future Salvatorians. At present there are two candidates who are discerning their vocation
under the guidance of Fr. Rodolfo.
The visit was very helpful to get a picture of how the formation in this country is organized and to see how
Salvatorians from Guatemala and Mexico can work more and more together. The promulgation of the new Ratio
will hopefully of aid regarding the update of the formation program.

Congratulations
FIRST PROFESSION
TANZANIA AND KENYA

On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 8 December 2020 the Tanzanian Mission Pro-Province was
filled with joy because 12 novices made their first profession in the St. Joseph chapel at Namiungo during a
solemn Mass, presided over by Most Reverend Filbert Felician Mhasi, bishop of the diocese of Tunduru-Masasi.
Fr. Michael Tesha, the Provincial Superior, accepted the vows of Cl. Anold Renatus Kangalawe, Cl. Benjamin
Andrew Lusukula, Cl. Danstan Clement Rogers, Cl. Denis Ladislaus Bwoti, Cl. Edga Ndibalema Petro, Cl. Eliud
Mwalinde Selestine, Cl. Eliya Sylvester Kinikuli, Cl. Gerald Samora Akleus, Cl. Isaya Chaula Linus, Cl. Joseph
Raphael Kassaine, Cl. Sosthenes Ignas Msimbe and Cl. Xavier Mabonga, who is a member of the Kenyan Mission. After a well-merited home leave, the newly professed members will start to prepare themselves to travel
to the international formation House “Salvator” in Tshabula, Congo, where they will do their philosophy studies.
The Generalate wishes all these confreres strength and enthusiasm to keep listening to the voice of the Saviour,
who invites them to grow as faithful spiritual sons of Fr. Francis Jordan.

8 Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 13 February 2021, Rome

BRAZIL
On 16 January 2021, our confrere Elivelton
Gomes dos Santos concluded his novitiate,
which he did in Manizales, and became a member of the Society of the Divine Saviour through
the Brazilian Province, professing his first vows.
The celebration took place in the parish church
“Nuestra Señora de Lourdes” in the city of
Várzea Paulista (SP). We wish Cl. Elivelton a
good start of his theological studies at the Salvatorian international Formation house in São
Paulo and a spirit of service and commitment.

VENEZUELA
Although it was not possible to celebrate in Venezuela, because of difficulties with travelling,
the confreres of the Vicariate welcomed two
new members who concluded their noviciate
at Manizales in Colombia professing their first
vows. On 11 January 2021 and in Manizales,
Cl. Javier Rolando Rivas Molero and Juan José
Quintana Longa made their first profession in
the hands of Fr. Gustavo Alonso Ruiz Cano who
was specifically delegated by the Superior General for that purpose. Straight after the celebration, both confreres started the preparation of their travels: Juan will go to Manila and Javier to São Paulo, in
order to continue with their theological studies. The Generalate wishes these confreres the spirit of perseverance and that they may feel at home soon in their new communities.

COLOMBIA
On the Vespers of the Feast of the Conversion
of Saint Paul the Apostle, 24 January 2021, the
novices Carlos Cepeda Cespedes and Leonardo Rangel Maestre professed their first vows in
the hands of the Provincial Superior of Colombia, Fr. Alfredo Tinoco. The solemn celebration
of the Eucharist, as described in our General
Directory article 6.11 was held in the private
chapel of “El Divino Salvador” at Bogotà. We
wish both confreres a spirit of openness and
missionary zeal and of course good luck with
their further salvatorian formation.
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PERPETUAL PROFESSION
TOR DE’ CENCI
On our Foundation day, 8 December 2020, the first three confreres of the community of the International Formation House Mater
Salvatoris at Tor de Cenci, near Rome, professed their perpetual
vows. The celebration took place at Dragona (Rome) and our General Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta, accepted the vows of Cl. Boniface
Philipo Chimogwa (TA/GEN), Cl. Adrian Novelo (PL/GEN) and
Cl. Lazarus Onesmo Nyangau (TA/GEN). We wish them all the
missionary spirit and openness, which are so characteristic of our
Salvatorian Charism.

TANZANIA
On the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,
1 January 2021, the following confreres professed
their perpetual vows in the Society of the Divine
Saviour, through the Tanzania Mission Pro-Province:
Cl. Musa Ndelule, Deograsias August Silayo, Elasmus Kayongo and Edward Lupaka, in the hands of
Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa, General Consultor. The Eucharist was presided over by the Apostolic Administrator
of the Diocese of Morogoro, Mons. Lazarus Vitalis
Msimbe SDS. May Gods loving Spirit of kindness
and gentleness always accompany these confreres
during their entire life as committed Salvatorians.

DIACONATE ORDINATION
CONGO
The Provincial Secretary of the Congo kindly informed the Generalate that our confrere Paul Tshikut Nguz was ordained deacon on
Saturday 2 January 2021. The celebration took place at the Saint
Barbara and Saint Eligius Cathedral of Kolwezi and was presided
by His Grace Nestor Ngoy Katahwa, Bishop of Kolwezi. We wish
Deacon Paul a heart full of desire to serve the people that will be
entrusted to his pastoral care.
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Our departed Confreres
We pray for our deceased confreres:
Fr. Günther Mayer was born on 17 December 1936 at Schwenningen am
Neckar. After having studied a few years of his secondary studies in Rottenburg and Rottweil, he came in 1953 to the Salvatorian Minor Seminary at Bad
Wurzach to finish them. On 1 May 1956 he started the noviciate in Passau
and exactly one year later he professed his first vows. He did his Philosophy
and Theology in Rome, where he was ordained a priest on 5 July 1964. During
the first 23 years of his apostolic life, Fr. Günther was a teacher and educator
at Bad Wurzach. For several years he served in that community as its superior too. In 1988 he became an officer of the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated life and Societies of Apostolic Life in Rome, while living in the Motherhouse community. After his
time in Rome, in 2008, he accepted a completely new mission: he went to the Philippines as a “grandfather”
to help mainly in formation. He was happy to share his life experience and his knowledge of Latin, Italian and
Liturgy with our many candidates and scholastics of the East Asian Mission Vicariate. Shortly after his return to
Bad Wurzach, in 2014, medical exams made clear that Fr. Günther was sick and a slow but visible deterioration
in his health brought him to the point that he was taken to the Ursula Hospital in Leutkirch, where he died on
10 December 2020. A few days later he would have turned 84. Fr. Günther had been a Salvatorian for 63 years.
Br. Frans Knapen was born on 13 February 1930 in Nederweert, a little village
in the Netherlands, near to the Belgian border. He joined the Society, professing his first vows on 31 May 1956 in Hamont, where he had made his noviciate
and where he would remain for the rest of his life as a Salvatorian. For many
who came to visit the community in Hamont, Br. Frans, who served for many
years as the doorkeeper and consequently was the “face” of the community,
welcomed them warmly with his big smile. But moreover, the biggest part of
his religious life he dedicated with a big sense for precision and always with a
good mood to the order and the care of the refectory of the community and the
boarding school. The last months of his life his health got really weak. The senior of the Belgian Province died in
the middle of the Corona pandemic in the hospital of Pelt on 14 December 2020, aged 90 years and after having
been a Salvatorian for 64 years.
Fr. Simon Chen Shang-I was born at Fujian in China mainland on 10 September 1929. A part of his studies he did with the Salvatorians at Macao. He
entered the Dominican Order in the United States and was temporarily professed but after having known the Salvatorians in Menominee, he expressed
his wish to join the Society. In 1957 he was favourably recommended by the
confreres there and started the novitiate at Colfax in Iowa, which he ended
professing his first vows on 8 September 1958. After having finished his philosophical and theological studies in the USA, he was ordained a priest there
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on 2 January 1964. On the recommendation of the Provincial Superior of the USA, he was appointed by the
Superior General, Fr. Maurinus Rast, to work in the Salvatorian Mission of Taiwan, where he served as a parish
priest at Pinglin in Taipei and in Ylan until he retired in 2009. Fr. Simon was several times the superior of the
Salvatorians in Taiwan. The evening of his life he passed in the Salvatorian community. Due to his weak health
condition, he was brought to the nursing home of the Camilian Sisters at Luo-Dong in Ylan, where he passed
away on 27 December 2020 while he was asleep.
Fr. Alberto Gómez Marín was born on 5 March 1932 at San Carlos – Antioquia.
After elementary school, he went to the Salvatorian minor seminary “Divino Salvador”. He did his noviciate in Monterredondo, which was concluded by the
profession of his first vows on the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 2 February 1951. He studied Philosophy and Theology at the Pontifical Javeriana
University in Bogotà and at the Pontifical Gregoriana University in Rome. He
was ordained a priest Rome on 8 December 1957. His first pastoral experiences he obtained in the educational and formation field at Monterredondo
and Medellín. Later on, he developed pastoral activities in several parishes in
Colombia and Ecuador, where vocation promotion and care for the sick always
took a special place in his hearth. But not only outside, but also within the community, Fr. Alberto served as a
novice master and formator of pre-novices, as well as a provincial consultor under different provincials. The last
year of his life, he decided to live in the house for elderly confreres at La Estrella – Antioquia, where he passed
away on the Feast of the Holy Innocents, 28 December 2020.
Fr. Jacek Wawrzyniak was born on 30 July 1971 in Poznań. He did his novitiate in Bagno where he professed his first religious profession on 8 September
1993. After having completed his studies of Philosophy and Theology at the
Salvatorian Major Seminary in Bagno, he was ordained a priest in Trzebinia
on 29 May1999. Pastorally, Fr. Jacek worked mainly in the parish ministry,
but he also served with big zeal in the apostolate of popular missions and retreats, at the Bagno SDS Seminary as vice rector, and in other communities as
the local superior. He was involved in the development and promotion of the
movement Lay Salvatorians in Poland. Apart from that, Fr. Jacek was great
promotor of spreading the cult of Saint Antony of Padua in the parish church
in Oborniki Śląskie, where he was the parish priest since 2010. The last very meaningful initiative undertaken
by Fr. Jacek, being a faithful spiritual son of our Founder, was his direct participation in the commission for the
preparation of the beatification of Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan and for the promotion of his veneration,
with the scope to make him and the Salvatorian charism more known among the people. In the middle of the
Corona-pandemic, Fr. Jacek completed his earthly pilgrimage in the morning of 19 January 2021 in a hospital in
Wrocław. He passed away at the age of 49, after having been a Salvatorian for 28 years.
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Fr. Karl Hoffmann was born on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 2 February 1940, in Berlin-Dahlem
and a few days later, on 11 February 1940, the Feast
of our Lady of Lourdes, he was baptized. In 1944, at
the end of the Second World War, his family was evacuated and came from Berlin to Haren an der Ems, north
of Meppen. Back in Berlin he attended school from
1946-1958, including the high school of commercials.
He received his First Communion on 16 April 1950 in
the Salvator Church, Berlin-Schmargendorf. He got
the sacrament of Confirmation on 13 October 1952. In
1958 he began a three-year training course as a bank
clerk at Deutsche Bank in Berlin, which he successfully
completed in 1961.
Being active in the youth work of the Salvator parish,
he was encouraged to become a Salvatorian by those
confreres, who were ministering over there. But he was
particularly impressed by the 78th Catholic Congress,
which took place in Berlin from 13 to 17 August 1958 and in which Karl took part as a youth
leader and acolyte. The motto of this event “Our concern is human being - our Salvation is the
Lord” had an effect on him and became his personal motto.
The experiences of community life, youth work and the Catholic Congress moved him to join the
Society of the Divine Saviour on 1 April 1961. First, he attended their school for belated vocations in Kaltenborn-Jammelshofen (Eifel) and started novitiate in Passau on the Feast of Mater
Salvatoris, 11 October 1963. Exactly one year later, on 11 October 1964 he became a member of
the Society, professing his first vows. After that, he started his studies of philosophy and theology at the Catholic University College of Passau, that were interrupted by the semester 1966-67,
which he completed at Heythrop College of the English Jesuits, near Oxford. With perpetual profession on 11 October 1969 and ordination to the diaconate (1 November 1969 by Bishop Anton
Hofmann in Passau Cathedral), the period of academic formation was concluded.
Karl Hoffmann spent the pastoral year in Hildesheim. As a deacon, he lived and worked in the
community of the Salvatorians who looked after the Liebfrauen parish in Hildesheim. He was
ordained a priest there on 6 January 1971 by Bishop Heinrich Maria Jansen. Father Karl celebrated his first Mass on 10 January 1971 in the Salvator Church, Berlin-Schmargendorf, and
was then appointed chaplain of the St. Gottfried parish in Münster from 1 March 1971 until
31 July 1977. Here he obtained a special training for marriage, family and life counselling and
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took care of youth work in the parish. Then he assumed responsibility for the parish of St. Pius
in Neuss on 1 October 1977 as pastor and superior of the Salvatorian community. On 17 January 1981, he was introduced to his office as superior and treasurer of the Salvatorian community at Steinfeld (Eifel).
The 17th chapter of the North German Province met from 26 - 30 December 1985 in Horrem
and elected Father Karl Hoffmann as the new Provincial. The term of office began on 1 March
1986. Initially, he was also the superior of the community in Cologne from March 1991 and with
the relocation of the provincial headquarters to Münster at the same time the superior of the
community over there.
The XV General Chapter of the Salvatorians, which met in Cracow (PL) from July 7th to August
6th, 1993, elected Fr. Karl Hoffmann as the 9th Superior General of the Society. He took up his
service on 1 November 1993 in Rome. During his term of office as Superior General, Pope John
Paul II visited the Motherhouse on 19 March 1999 – a visit that brought forward the beatification
process of our Founder, Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. Even as a Superior General, Fr. Karl
was always a pastor. Many confreres report that they were impressed that Fr. Karl during the
canonical visitations always took the first initiative to visit individual confreres rather than waiting for them to come to see him. His human kindness and nearness made the confreres feel
that Fr. Karl was first their confrere and only then their superior. In the same sense, it was very
important to him to always address the confreres on the very first page of “Informationes SDS”
in order to share his thoughts with them.
In 1999 he handed over the leadership responsibility to his vicar, Fr. Andreas Urbanski (+2019),
and began a ‘sabbatical period’ in Switzerland, which included a four-month Bible study in
Israel. He returned to his home province and even to his hometown at the beginning of 2001 and
was again in charge of the Berlin community of the Salvatorians.
Archbishop Georg Cardinal Sterzinski appointed him “Spiritual Advisor to Pastoral and Community Assistants” on 1 January 2002 and as spiritual director of the Archbishop’s Seminary
on 1 September 2009. He was also a permanent confessor at the St. Hedwig Cathedral in Berlin.
For many years, Father Karl was a member of the Presbyteral Council of the Archbishop of Berlin. Father Karl had the outstanding gift of winning people over to Christ and, as a fatherly friend,
allowing them to experience the love and goodness that appeared in Christ. His fine, correct,
human, amiable and also reserved manner enabled him to create an atmosphere for people in
which they could flourish. He has held innumerable retreats in all the years of his service and
thus brought people into contact with God.
In 2018 he was diagnosed with dementia, as a result of which he asked to be released from
his official duties in the Archdiocese of Berlin. Even if the dementia increased more and more,
Father Karl always kept his kindness. More and more he was dependent on the support and
accompaniment of his confreres and friends, whom he always rewarded with a smile and a
“Thank you”. In the last few weeks of his earthly pilgrimage, his physical strength decreased
significantly. During a hospital stay, he was infected with the Covid-19 virus. On 15 December
2020, the Saviour accepted his faithful servant and our dear confrere Fr. Karl.
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SDS varia
INAUGURATION OF THE NEW HOUSE IN VIETNAM

It has been 6 years ago since the first Vietnamese Salvatorian, Fr. Joseph Cong, went to Vietnam as a transitional deacon. It was well planned by the Generalate, together with the leadership of the East Asian Mission
Vicariate. For sure it was not always easy, mainly for the confreres directly involved, there were many challenges to be confronted. However, it is great to see how God works accordingly to His way.
In the time that since has passed, we can notice that this mission was a blessing God has poured out in His
grace upon the Society. Many things He has done for the young developing Salvatorian mission in Vietnam.
With the help of the then General Mission Secretary, a plot of land was bought, and a first small house was
constructed, which was blessed by the Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta in 2017.
Now, three years later, on 8 December 2020 Bishop Joseph Nguyen Tan Tuoc – Bishop of Phu Cuong Diocese
went to the Salvatorian spot and blessed a completely new building of the community as well as a huge statue
of the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Saviour, under whose protecting mantle the Salvatorian Mission in Vietnam
is growing. Together with the Bishop many priests from the Deanery, religious men and women, relatives and
friends of our confreres, benefactors and parishioners have attended that day. There were more or less 500
participants. Special words of thanks were addressed to the present General Mission Secretary, Br. Joby Philip,
through whose work the celebration became possible: together with benefactors from abroad he helped and
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supported financially in order to start the new construction. Along the way, also deep gratitude was expressed
to the local benefactors who silently support the Salvatorian Mission in Vietnam in one way or another in order
to finish the construction.
Right now, with the new building, a new chapter can be opened. More candidates can be accommodated for
every year. However, the number of the candidates now is divided since a new community was opened in Ho
Chi Minh City. For that community, the Society is renting a house. There are four candidates together with
Fr. Joseph Ha Minh Tri SDS who accompanies them. In Binh Duong, where the newly inaugurated formation
house is located and that serves as initial formation house, there are five candidates and two deacons, together
with Fr. Dominic Bui Tien Dung SDS, who accompanies them.
Some numbers express the growing of our
Vietnam community: in total, right now we
have 20 members (6 priests, 5 deacons
and 9 scholastics), 1 novice, 6 Philosophy
students and 9 candidates. Several Salvatorians from Vietnam are working and
studying abroad as well: 1 in Australia,
3 in Rome, 1 in Morogoro, 17 in the Philippines and 15 in Vietnam.
Looking at the numbers one could think
“it is still small”, but, as the local coordinator,
Fr. Dominic Bui Tien writes: “with the grace
of God, we can work according to His will.”
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BURIAL OF FR. KARL HOFFMANN

In the days between Christmas and New Year, on 29 December 2020, the burial of our confrere and former
Superior General, Fr. Karl Hoffmann took place at Steinfeld. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the participation in
the funeral was rather limited. Fr. Hubert Veeser, the Provincial Superior of the Salvatorians in Germany presided holy Mass. He concelebrated with Fr. Michael Overmann, who represented the Motherhouse community
in Rome, Fr. Michel Coppin, the Provincial Superior of the Salvatorians in Belgium, Fr. Heribert Kerschgens,
the Vicar Provincial, Fr. Paul Cyrys, the Superior of the Salvatorian community at Steinfeld and other members
of the Salvatorian Family, both confreres and sisters. Together with the relatives of Fr. Karl, a dignified and
honourable farewell was held first
in the community chapel of the
big monastery. Fr. Hubert underlined in his homily how comprehensive, humble and near
to the people Fr. Karl had been.
How many people were invited
by Fr. Karl: “let´s walk a while”
because he was deeply interested in their ideas, concerns
and perspectives. He preferred
to approach others, instead of
waiting until they would come to
him. A message from the General Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta,
expressing his deep feelings of
solidarity and in thanksgiving for
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who Fr. Karl was and for his service and commitment in the Society of the Divine Saviour was read during the
celebration. The burial rite itself, at the cemetery of the monastery of Steinfeld was presided over by the local
superior Fr. Paul Cyrys.
Thank you, Fr. Karl for whom you have been and what you have done for so many people, always with
the deep concern that people would be able to find Salvation in Jesus, the Saviour, the Lord of all! Rest in
peace, dear Fr. Karl.

From Father Francis Jordan
“With God´s grace,
train yourself to see
the goodness of God
in even the smallest things”
SD I/80
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JUBILEES
PROFESSION
JUBILEES OF PROFESSION DURING 2021
CONGRATULATIONS!
25 YEARS OF PROFESSION
DD-MM-YY

BR

Fr. Francisco Sydney de Macedo Gonçalves

14/01/1996

IN

Fr. Alexis

Aseervatham

01/05/1996

IN

Fr. Peter Kordor

Nengnong

01/05/1996

TM

Fr. Bartholomaeus

Shen Rong-Mao

08/09/1996

PL

Fr. Dariusz

Partyka

08/09/1996

PL

Fr. Dawid

Dudek

08/09/1996

PL

Fr. Piotr

Demczuk

08/09/1996

PL

Fr. Rafał

Chwałkowski

08/09/1996

PL

Fr. Rafał

Pasternak

08/09/1996

PL

Fr. Robert

Górny

08/09/1996

PL/CA

Fr. Waldemar

Podlasz

08/09/1996

CD/MC

Fr. Bosco

Kanund Mutombo

29/09/1996

CD

Fr. Delphin-Élisée

Kabemba

29/09/1996

40 YEARS OF PROFESSION
DD-MM-YY

PL

Fr. Antoni

Cebula

08/09/1981

PL/CA

Fr. Ireneusz

Bem

08/09/1981

PL

Fr. Janusz

Bola

08/09/1981

PL

Fr. Jerzy

Buzikiewicz

08/09/1981

GB/IN

Fr. John

Vallomprayil

08/09/1981

PL

Fr. Ryszard

Stankiewicz

08/09/1981

PL/AS

Fr. Stanisław

Bendkowski

08/09/1981
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PL

Fr. Stanisław

Kucała

08/09/1981

PL

Fr. Stanisław

Golus

08/09/1981

AU

Fr. Franz

Exiller

27/09/1981

D

Fr. Hubert

Veeser

11/10/1981

PL

Fr. Tadeusz

Majcher

28/10/1981

CO

Fr. Huberto

Arboleda Hernández

08/12/1981

50 YEARS OF PROFESSION
DD-MM-YY

US

Fr. Donald

Loskot

29/06/1971

PL

Fr. Ernest

Kuroczik

08/09/1971

PL/TA

Fr. Eugeniusz

Reśliński

08/09/1971

AU

Fr. Erhard

Rauch

29/09/1971

BG

Fr. Harry

Hesius

03/10/1971

D

Fr. Peter

Daubner

10/10/1971

60 YEARS OF PROFESSION
DD-MM-YY

PL

Fr. Bernard

Ondruš

01/01/1961

BR

Fr. Arno

Boesing

02/02/1961

CO

Fr. Julio César

Castaño García

02/02/1961

US

Fr. Michael

Shay

29/06/1961

US

Br. Sean

McLaughlin

29/06/1961

PL

Fr. Wiesław

Orawiecki

15/08/1961

GB

Fr. Bernard

Finan

08/09/1961

BG/VE

Fr. Leonardus

Wevers

08/09/1961

BG

Fr. Louis

Bongers

08/09/1961

BG

Fr. Oscar

Craet

08/09/1961

BG

Fr. Theo

Balis

08/09/1961

D

Fr. Godehard

Fuchs

11/10/1961
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65 YEARS OF PROFESSION
DD-MM-YY

D

Fr. Anselm

Ehmele

01/05/1956

D

Fr. Benedikt

Laib

01/05/1956

D

Fr. Rupert

Herberg

01/05/1956

BG

Fr. Eduard

Gijsen

08/09/1956

PL

Fr. Hubert

Ordon

08/09/1956

US

Fr. Hugh

Birdsall

08/09/1956

BG

Fr. Paul

Frederix

08/09/1956

AU

Fr. Albert

Gabriel

11/10/1956

GB

Fr. Laurence

Murphy

11/10/1956

CH

Fr. Moritz

Sturny

08/12/1956

70 YEARS OF PROFESSION
DD-MM-YY

BR

Fr. Renato

Simoneto

02/02/1951

D

Fr. Gottfried

Borth

08/09/1951

US

Br. Kilian

Harrington

08/09/1951

D

Fr. Josef

Juros

19/09/1951
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ORDINATION
JUBILEES OF ORDINATIONS DURING 2021
CONGRATULATIONS!
25 YEARS OF ORDINATION
DD-MM-YY

PL

Fr. Adam

Styc

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Dariusz

Sikorski

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Jacek

Grucela

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Janusz

Kaliciak

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Piotr

Filas

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Piotr

Zeman

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Piotr

Żydek

25/05/1996

PL

Fr. Zenon

Boczek

25/05/1996

D/EA

Fr. Hubert

Kranz

29/06/1996

CD

Fr. Godefroid

Mutombw Ngoy

27/07/1996

VE

Fr. Gilberto

Vivas Rico

08/12/1996

VE

Fr. Luis Gustavo

Carrillo Chataing

08/12/1996

40 YEARS OF ORDINATION
DD-MM-YY

BR

Fr. Fernando Vitorino

Rizzardo

28/02/1981

PL

Fr. Andrzej

Kiełkowski

08/06/1981

PL

Fr. Antoni

Zięba

08/06/1981

PL

Fr. Bronisław

Jakubiec

08/06/1981

PL

Fr. Józef

Kondziołka

08/06/1981

PL

Fr. Piotr

Niewiadomski

08/06/1981

PL

Fr. Tadeusz

Koncewicz

08/06/1981

AU/EA

Fr. Josef

Wilfing

21/06/1981

BG

Fr. René

Geyskens

11/07/1981

CO

Fr. Wilson

Sabalza Negrete

08/12/1981
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50 YEARS OF ORDINATION
DD-MM-YY

D/EA

Fr. Hermann

Preußner

26/06/1971

D

Fr. Leonhard

Berchtold

27/06/1971

BG

Fr. Wim

van Meijl

03/07/1971

US

Fr. Chad

Puthoff

03/09/1971

BR

Fr. Joaquim Lemes

da Silva

19/09/1971

PL

Fr. Czesław

Idzik

28/10/1971

60 YEARS OF ORDINATION
DD-MM-YY

D

Fr. Benedikt

Laib

12/03/1961

D

Fr. Rupert

Herberg

12/03/1961

BG/CH

Fr. Richard

Govaers

19/03/1961

D

Fr. Anselm

Ehmele

29/06/1961

GB

Fr. James

Bradley

29/06/1961

CH

Fr. Moritz

Sturny

29/06/1961

GB

Fr. Séamus

O'Duill

29/06/1961

BR

Bp. Válter

Carrijo

08/12/1961

65 YEARS OF ORDINATION
DD-MM-YY

PL

Fr. Czesław

Cekiera

24/06/1956

CH

Fr. Eugen

Andermatt

29/06/1956
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The cycle of life in our SDS...
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