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Dear confreres, 
One among the interesting stories we read in the Bible is the crumbling of the 
Tower of Babel. We don’t hear whether the foundation of this tower was built on 
sand or on solid rock. The people of Babylon had determination, purpose, and 
zeal to make their kingdom visible not only on earth, but to heaven as well! Eve-
rybody worked so hard to make sure that all the materials necessary for its con-
struction were available. I am convinced that a good number of engineers and 
architects were involved and were consulted. The leaders of the people gained 
support for such an ambitious plan which was intended to become a legacy for 
generations to come!

Our Lord Jesus Christ, though a carpenter by profession, addressed his audience with a very practical parable 
to be understood by everybody, including the architects and engineers of his time, in Mt. 7:23-27. Jesus says: 
“And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on sand. The rain fell, and the flood came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell – and great was its fall!” The collapse of the house which Jesus talks about here is due to only one reason: 
its foundation being laid on the sand! Did the engineers of Babylon make that same mistake? I think not! The 
story in the Bible didn’t mention if the foundation was built on sand, rather the confusion of languages was 
jeopardized with pride and arrogance! Their desire to climb to heaven with a material ladder was human 
ambition and vanity! 

The Salvatorians of today should not forget that they continue to build on the foundation built by our Founder, 
Blessed Francis Jordan on the volcanic rock of the apostles. Despite all the collaborating “engineers” from 
around the world, given our universal heritage, we need the vital tools of communication and humility! Our 
language needs to be “universal,” to help all people understand, with minimal confusion. Our ability to com-
municate should convey our zeal and passion for the mission! If we don’t speak this foundational “language,” 
there is a danger of creating another Tower of Babel in our own Society. 

In his encyclical, Pope Francis states: “Such was the temptation referred to in the ancient account of the 
Tower of Babel. The attempt to build a tower that would reach to heaven was not an expression of unity be-
tween various peoples speaking to one another from their diversity. Instead, it was a misguided attempt, born 
of pride and ambition, to create a unity other than that willed by God in his providential plan for the nations 
(cf. Gen 11:1-9)” (Fratelli Tutti, #144). Our Founder Blessed Francis Jordan addressed the first missionaries sent 
to North America, saying: “…remain constantly connected with your Motherhouse as with the pope. Oh, if you 
stray from it, history will record that you founded a second Babylon. But I know you. You are good children. 
So, I trust the outcome will be good” (Chapter Talks of Blessed Francis Jordan 1892/06/27). Let us always be 
connected to our Salvatorian community. Let us be weary of creating our own Babylon, a place we will feel 
alienated and disintegrated. 

The beatification of our Founder, Blessed Francis Jordan, can be the beginning of a new chapter in our legacy, 
our story. Let it energize, awaken, and refresh the passion for our Salvatorian charism. The “tower” that we 
continue to construct is to help us towards holiness, to reach our foundational desire, God, who unites us all 
as one. Our daily “language” in our interactions is to be an expression of love, mercy, humility, and patience.  

Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa SDS

Societas Divini Salvatoris
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Generalate and General SecretariatS

AGENDA OF ACTIVITIES

When What Where Who

7 
October

Generalate Meeting
Motherhouse 

- Rome
Generalate 

and general secretaries

11 
October

Feast of Mater Salvatoris
All 

communities
Members 

of the Salvatorian Family

11 - 14 
October

Provincial Chapter Germany Steinfeld Fr. Agustín

13 - 16 
October

Provincial Chapter Congo Lubumbashi
Frs. Milton, 

Lukoa and Laurent

17 
October

Thanksgiving for Beatification Hamont Fr. Agustín

17 - 20 
October

Provincial Chapter Austria Vienna Fr. Agustín

22 
October

Generalate meeting
Motherhouse 

- Rome
Generalate 

and general secretaries

28 - 29 
October

Meeting with the Leaderships of the 
Salvatorian Family 

On-line 
Generalate SDS, 

Generalate SorDs and 
International Coordination ICDS

5 
November

Consecration of the altar
Motherhouse 

- Rome
Cardinal De Donatis 

and Motherhouse community

6 
November

Governing Board JUCo
Tanzania 

- Morogoro 
Frs. Lukoa and Agustín

12 
November

Generalate Meeting
Motherhouse 

- Rome
Generalate 

and general secretaries

18 
November

Generalate Meeting
Motherhouse 

- Rome
Generalate 

and general secretaries

24 - 26 
November

USG Meeting Rome Fr. Milton

2 
December

Generalate Meeting
Motherhouse 

- Rome
Generalate 

and general secretaries
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MeetinGS

JOINT COMMISSION FOR JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION 

As we continue to celebrate the Year of Blessed Francis Jordan, the International JPIC Commission organized 
zoom conferences with different themes. On 27 July 2021, the theme was about the Salvatorian Social Justice 
in the Context of Fratelli Tutti, and the speakers were Sr. Carol Thresher SDS, and Ms. Sue Haertel SDS, from 
the United States of America. On 30 July 2021, the theme was about Salvatorian Youth Formation in the Year of 
Blessed Francis Jordan, and the speakers were Fr. Mario Dominic Lainez SDS, from the United Kingdom, and 
Fr. Johnson Vinoth SDS, from India. On 31 July 2021, Mr. Alirio Caceres from Colombia enlightened the theme 
about the Salvatorian Involvements for the Care of the Environment in the light of Laudato Si.

The International JPIC Commission would like to thank everyone who participated in these zoom conferences 
especially the speakers for their wonderful presentations. After consultation with the speakers, all materials and 
PowerPoints were put on the website, sds.org of the Society, especially for those members of the Salvatorian 
Family who were not able to participate in the conferences. Together with the JPIC commission, all members of 
the Generalate hope that the presentation will help all confreres to promote peace, justice, and integrity of crea-
tion at the places where we live. Confreres interested and involved with the JPIC activities going on in their area, 
are heartily invited to share it with the JPIC members.
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COLOMBIA - BOGOTA - THEOLOGIANS  

Being in Colombia for the Chapter, the General Superior, took the opportunity to meet with the scholastics from 
this Latin-American Province in Bogota. The young men in formation showed themselves very much interested 
in what is going on at the international level in the Society, having in mind the manyfold initiatives that over the 
past years have been taken to improve initial formation. Challenges and concerns, deep wishes and hope were 
shared during the open dialogue between the scholastics and some members of the Generalate. 

CHAPTER OF THE COLOMBIAN PROVINCE 

The Provincial Chapter of the Colombian Province should have taken place already last year in 2020, but due 
to the well-known reason caused by COVID-19, the ex-officio members and delegates could only gather from 
20 until 25 June 2021 in Medellin. On behalf of the Generalate, Frs. Milton Zonta, Krzysztof Gasperowicz 
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and Agustín Van Baelen participated and witnessed the lively and well-balanced fraternal discussions among 
the 30 capitulars. In his talk to the Chapter, Fr. Milton addressed three main topics. First, he shared the joy and 
energy that can be observed in our entire Society caused by the Beatification of the Founder. Secondly, he un-
derlined the importance of the sense of belonging at different levels: from the confreres to the community, from 
the communities to the Unit and from the units to the International Society, always keeping in mind the deep 
desire of Blessed Francis Jordan that his spiritual sons and daughters would go beyond all kind of borders, with 
an open mind and heart. Furthermore, he stressed the importance of initial and permanent Formation of all the 
members, feeling part of the International Society. Apart from dealing with the reports concerning the Unit, its 
communities and commissions, and finances, also new provincial leadership and the members of the finance 
commission were elected. Based on the ordinances and some changes in the Provincial Statutes which were 
already approved by the Generalate, a strategic plan for the Province was prepared and will be executed in this 
new term of office.

SPAIN - TOWARDS A MASTER PLAN WITH AND FOR THE UNIT

During the days between 24 until 30 July, Frs. Milton and Agustín had personal dialogues with all the members 
of the Spanish Vicariate, including some of the collaborators. The main goal of the conversations was to get 
an as complete picture as possible of the situation of the Vicariate, the new project of the International Forma-
tion House at Madrid where new Salvatorian missionaries for Latin America will study Theology and the future 
management of the huge infrastructure in Logroño where Salvatorians have been living and working since 1957.

After a profound study of the situation, the Generalate has prepared a master plan for the Spanish Vicariate 
with a variety of options which was presented to the confreres in a meeting at the end of their spiritual retreat at 
Aranda de Duero on 10 September 2021.

The Generalate wants to thank the Salvatorians in Spain for their generosity, always thinking on the broader 
picture of the Society and its developments in a fast-changing world.
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appointMentS

FORMATORS OF MATER SALVATORIS MADRID 

With the deliberative vote of the General Council, our General Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta, appointed Fr. Sebas-
tian Szewczyk as the first rector of the International Formation House Mater Salvatoris at Madrid for a term of 
office of two years, starting from 1st July 2021 until 30 June 2023. Fr. Sebastian will be assisted by Fr. Peter 
Huang Kim Rong, who will serve as the vice-rector for the same period. The first group of scholastics (3) has 
already arrived, and they are about to start their theological studies. The Generalate thanks the confreres of the 
Spanish Vicariate for their generosity to make available this house for this new project and wishes that many 
young Salvatorians may be filled with enthusiasm and joy to become a missionary in Latin America. May God 
bless the Rector, his assistant and all the confreres of the Mater Salvatoris community!  

NOVICE MASTER EAMV
The Superior General, with the consent of the Gen-
eral Council, has appointed for another two years 
Fr. Hubert Kranz as the novice master of the East 
Asian Mission Vicariate, starting from 1 July 2021 until 
30 June 2023. Fr. Hubert has gathered a lot of experi-
ence in this stage of formation, serving as such since 
2012. We wish him the Spirit of Wisdom, Patience and 
Discernment in this grave responsibility in the forma-
tion of new members for the Society.
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NEW PROVINCIAL AND PROVINCIAL TEAM (COLOMBIA) 

The Colombian Province has elected Fr. Gustavo Alonso Ruíz Cano as its Superior. His term of office started 
as prescribed in the Statutes of the Colombian Province during the chapter, professing the Creed in front of 
the confreres present. Fr. Gustavo is 59 years old and has been a Salvatorian for 39 years. He was ordained a 
priest on 29 June 1991 and worked in parishes and in the field of education. Until his election, he was the Rector 
of the Salvatorian College “La Estrella” at Medellin. For several terms of office, he was the Provincial Treasurer. 
The Provincial Chapter elected the following confreres to be part of the Provincial Council: Frs. Mario Agudelo, 
César Castaño, Carlos Andrés Imbachí and Edgar Orozco, who will also serve as the provincial secretary 
and treasurer as well. May God´s guiding light always accompany them in their service of authority in their 
administrative unit. 

From 
Blessed Francis Jordan 

“…be very loving, 
understanding, 

and compassionate 
to the poor, the sick, 

the despised, 
the abandoned…”

SD I/133
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ViSitS

POLAND - TRZEBINIA

A few weeks after the beatification of our Founder, the Salvatorian religious men, women and laity in Poland 
organized a celebration to give thanks for Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. On the evening of 
11 June, the opening of the celebration was characterized by a musical concert at the Fatima Shrine in the city 
of Trzebinia. The most important moments of the Founder’s life were narrated, interspersed with songs per-
formed by a group of well-known singers in the country.  The concert was broadcast live nationwide by a Polish 
Catholic TV. On the morning of 12 June there was a solemn Mass in the Basilica, presided over by Cardinal 
Stanisław Dziwisz, Archbishop Emeritus of Cracow. Fr. Milton Zonta, our Superior General, gave the homily on 
the spiritual life of the Founder. At noon, a large number of members of the Salvatorian Family, together with 
guests took part in a festive lunch. 

The thanksgiving activities concluded in the afternoon with the final stage of the competition on Fr. Francis 
Jordan’s life for groups of young people from all over the country. The young people were challenged to present 
an unpublished video on the spirituality of Blessed Francis Jordan. They were also invited to prepare an artistic 
work on the same theme. And finally, they gathered to answer a series of questions on the history of the Found-
er’s life and of his apostolic work. Despite the restrictions of the pandemic, the Salvatorian Family in Poland was 
able to celebrate the beatification of Blessed Francis Jordan with joy, prayer, and gratitude.
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COLOMBIA - MANIZALES - NOVITIATE

The Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, together with the General Secretary. Fr. Agustín Van Baelen and the 
General Secretary for Formation, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz, paid a visit to the International Novitiate “Villa 
Jordán” at Manizales from 18 until 20 June 2021. The present 8 novices are coming from Brazil (3 + 1 from 
Uruguay), Colombia (1) and Venezuela (3). The visitors were asked to give some insights to the novices about 
their service worldwide. It was good to experience the international atmosphere that this community enjoys. The 
many questions and enriching comments showed the big interest in the dimension of universality, openness, 
and availability of the novices. There was time for individual talks with each of them, as well as with their novice 
master, Fr. Nelson Barbieri, from Brazil, and his assistants. After having encouraged the novices and their mas-
ter to keep going on in the process of vocational discernment, the visitors continued their trip towards Medellín 
where the Provincial Chapter would take place.

Confreres who need a visa to enter Italy or to visit the Motherhouse are asked to directly contact 
the superior of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest rooms and make other arrangements. 
He can be reached at:

E-mail: motherhouse@mailsds.org

Fax: +39 (06) 68629.400

Please be advised that because of the planned papal celebrations and audiences, we might be 
unable to meet you at or take you to the airport. There are often obstacles placed, 
especially on Sunday and Wednesday. Thank you for your understanding.

traVellinG to roMe
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conGratulationS

FIRST VOWS 
conGo MiSSion pro-proVince

Wednesday, 8 Septem-
ber 2021, the anniversary 
of the death of Blessed 
Francis Jordan, the num-
ber of the members of the 
Society of the Divine Sav-
iour increased with nine, 
due to the first vows pro-
nounced by nine novices: 
Albert Kampata Kabolo, 
Anaclet Kongolo Tshima, 
Benoît Kabeya Malachie, 
Christian Kabambi Banza, 
Jacques Binene Muyunga, 

Justin Simbi Nyembo, Pascal Kabongo Kabongo, Raphaël Lusaya Mwisa, and Richard Ilunga Kanyinda. May 
these new confreres feel at home in our Society and become more and more spiritual sons of our Beloved 
Founder, witnessing with joy their Faith in the Divine Saviour.

iMV
On 16 June 2021, Sebastian Diloshan, originally 
from Sri Lanka, professed his first vows in the So-
ciety through the Indian Mission Vicariate in the 
Chapel of the Father Jordan Formation House in 
Talon, Philippines. Sebastian has offered himself to 
be prepared as a future missionary in Latin America 
and therefore, he joined already the recently started 
International Formation community “Mater Salvato-
ris” in Madrid. We thank our confrere Sebastian and 
hope that he always may keep this spirit of availabil-
ity and openness.
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EAMV 
For Joakim Quang, originally from Vietnam and John Lau-
rence Leaban, who is from the Philippines, 16 June 2021, 
will always remain a very special day, because they pro-
fessed their first vows in the Society of the Divine Saviour 
through the East Asian Mission Vicariate. Their vows were 
accepted by the Superior of the Vicariate, Fr. Adam Janus, 
during a solemn Mass in the chapel of the Father Jordan 
Formation House in Talon, Philippines. We wish the newly 
professed confreres a smooth continuation of their forma-
tion and pray that the Divine Saviour always may guide and 
bless them. 

poliSh proVince  

On 8 September 2021, the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady, 6 novices professed their vows in the Society 
of the Divine Saviour through the Polish Province: 4 from Poland Cl. Michał Góralewicz, Cl. Marek Jankows-
ki, Cl. Michał Knut, Cl. Bartłomiej Pryła, and two from Belarus: Cl. Pavel Kuliashov and Cl. Petr Obrazau. 
The celebration took place at the parish church of Bagno, dedicated to the Assumption of the Virgen Mary 
and was presided over by Most Rev. Aleh Butkiewicz, Bishop of Minsk. As usual, in the same Eucharist, they 
thanked God for the jubilees of the confreres of the Polish Province. On behalf of the Generalate, many bless-
ings and best wishes in their studies and spiritual growth to the newly professed members and a big thank you 
to the confreres who are fully dedicating their life to God and his Church in our Society. Stolat!
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PERPETUAL VOWS
conGo MiSSion pro-proVince

Our confreres Richard Ngoy and 
Gabriel Kabondo have professed 
their perpetual vows on 29 Septem-
ber 2021, the feast of Saint Michael, 
one of the patron Saints of the 
Society of the Divine Saviour in the 
Chapel of the International Forma-
tion House Mater Salvatoris in Mo-
rogoro, in a solemn Eucharist and 
in the presence of many confreres, 
religious and friends. On behalf of 
the Generalate, we thank these two 
confreres for their witness and com-
mitment and may they always be 
happy Salvatorians, and feel pro-
tected by St. Michael.

eaMV
On Saint Michael´s day, 29 September 2021, feast of 
our Society, our confrere Joseph Mai Van Phuc, orig-
inally from Vietnam and belonging to the East Asian 
Mission Vicariate, professed his perpetual vows in 
the Society of the Divine Saviour. The celebration 
took place in the chapel of the International Forma-
tion House Mater Salvatoris in Morogoro, where 
Cl. Joseph Mai Van Phuc is living while studying at 
Jordan University College. The celebration was pre-
sided by Fr. Michael Tesha, the Provincial Superior 
of Tanzania, who for this occasion was delegated to 
receive the profession. On behalf of the Generalate, 
we wish to thank our confrere Joseph Mai Van Phuc, 
for his witness and commitment as a Salvatorian.
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iMV
On 16 June 2021, the anniversary of the Birthday of 
Blessed Francis Jordan, at the Otto Hopfenmüller For-
mation House in Shillong, our confreres Aviral Kumar 
Minj, Johnson Bhengra, and Sigeon Pradeep, commit-
ted themselves definitively in the Society of the Divine 
Saviour through the Indian Mission Vicariate. Due to 
a new wave of COVID-19, the celebration had to take 
place in a rather limited circle and even the Superior 
of the Vicariate was not allowed to travel for accepting 
the vows. Therefore, the General Superior delegated 
Fr. Stephen Raj to accept the profession of perpetual 
vows. The Generalate wishes them joy and perse-
verance and thanks these young confreres for their 
commitment.

poliSh proVince  
On 8 September 2021, the 103rd anniversary of 
the death of Blessed Francis Jordan, our confreres 
Cl. Konrad Nowak and Br. Patryk Janiak professed 
their perpetual vows in the Society of the Divine Sav-
iour, through the Polish Province during a solemn Mass 
as it is prescribed in the Rite of Religious Profession. 
On behalf of the Generalate, we wish Cl. Konrad and 
Br. Patryk courage and enthusiasm to continue on the 
way of their religious vocation and thank them for their 
willingness to be a Salvatorian during their whole life.

tanzania MiSSion pro-proVince

During the vigil mass, on the evening before the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, 14 August 2021, our confrere Michael Regna-
tus Henerico, originally from the Tanzania Mission 
Pro-Province committed himself for life to the Divine 
Saviour in our Society, professing his perpetual vows. 
The celebration took place in the parish church dedi-
cated to our Lady of Aparecida in Moema (Brazil) 
and was directly transmitted through social media. 
Cl. Michael is doing his theology studies in Sao Paulo, 
while living in our International Formation House there, 
with the scope to work in the future in our Salvatorian 
Mission in Mozambique. With a grateful heart we thank 
our confrere for his definite commitment, and we wish 
him good luck in the last part of his studies. 
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ORDINATIONS - DIACONATE

iMV

After having changed the place, the date and even the bishop three times, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
finally our confreres Aviral Kumar Minj, Johnson Bhengra, and Sigeon Pradeep, were ordained to the order 
of deacon on 21 July 2021 in a solemn Mass, presided over by Most Reverend Victor Lyngdoh, Archbishop of 
Shillong in the chapel of the Fr. Otto Hopfenmüller Formation House in Mawlai – Mawroh, in Shillong.  On behalf 
of the Generalate, we wish that these confreres always may remain at the service of the people of God as true 
disciples of Jesus the Saviour and Servant.

uSa proVince

On Saturday, 5 June 2021, our confrere Simon Muema 
was ordained to the transitional diaconate at St. Pius 
X parish, Milwaukee Wisconsin. The celebration with 
the ordination rite was presided over by Bishop Jeffrey 
Haines, auxiliary bishop of the Milwaukee archdio-
cese. We wish the newly ordained deacon a lot of joy 
in his service to the people he will be entrusted with. 
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PRESBYTERATE 

conGo MiSSion pro-proVince

On Saturday 17 July 2021, our confreres deacons 
Albert Makosa, Faustin Mwema and Patrick Amsini 
from the Congo Mission Pro-Province were ordained 
to the priesthood, together with other two Salesians 
and two Franciscans at Kipushi. The ordination lit-
urgy was solemnly presided over by Most Rev. Gas-
ton Ruvezi Kashala SDB, bishop of Sakania-Kipushi, 
Congo (Dem. Rep.) May the newly ordained con-
freres, share their knowledge and love for the Saviour 
and his people as faithful and committed Salvatorians. 
Congratulations! 

tanzania MiSSion pro-proVince 
On Wednesday 7 July 2021, a group of 14 deacons, 
religious and diocesan, were ordained to the priest-
hood by Most Reverend Jude Thaddaeus Ruwa’ichi 
OFM Cap, Archbishop of Dar es Salaam. Among them 
were also our confreres from the Tanzania Mission 
Pro-Province  Deusdedith E. Mbilinyi, John W. Nseny, 
and Sosthenes A. Manmenero. This last one is the first 
Salvatorian from Uganda. The celebration took place 
at Msimbazi Parish in Dar es Salaam. Congratulations 
to the newly ordained priests! May they always keep 
faithful in the ministry that was entrusted to them.  

- For the Provincial Chapters in Congo, Germany and Austria;
- For the meeting with the leaderships of the three branches of the Salvatorian Family;
- For the success of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops;
- For peace in Afghanistan;
- For the suffering people in Haiti and North America, due to natural disasters;
- For the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic.

prayer intentionS
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EPISCOPATE 
On 31 May 2021, the Holy See announced the ap-
pointment of our confrere Lazarus Vitalis Msimbe as 
Bishop of Morogoro in Tanzania by the Holy Father 
Francis. Fr. Lazarus was born on 27 December 1963 
at Homboza village, near Morogoro. He professed 
vows on 8 December 1987, and was ordained a priest 
on 21 June 1998.

He studied Philosophy at the Major Seminary of Kibosho 
and Theology at the Major Seminary of Segera.

Apart from his formation required to become a priest, he 
earned a master’s degree in Canon Law at the London 
University and a master’s degree in International Civil 
Law at the University of the West of England in Bristol.

Our confrere has been a formator in several stages of the 
Salvatorian initial formation, being vocational promotor, 
formator of candidates, and novice master.

He was Provincial Superior of the Salvatorians in Tanza-
nia for two consecutive mandates, from 2006 until 2012.

On 13 February 2019, while Fr. Lazarus was the vicar 
Provincial of the Tanzania Mission Pro-Province and 
formator of the scholastics at the International Formation 
House „Mater Salvatoris” in Morogoro, he was appoint-
ed Apostolic Administrator sede plena for the Diocese 
of Morogoro and from 30 December 2020 on he has 
the Apostolic Administrator sede vacante et ad nutum 
Sanctae Sedis of the same diocese.

The episcopal consecration took place in the 
St. Patrick Cathedral of Morogoro on 19 Septem-
ber 2021 and was presided over by His Excellency 
Marek Solczyński, Titular Archbishop of Caesarea in 
Mauretania and Apostolic Nuncio to Tanzania. As an 
expression of our gratitude and support, on behalf 
of the Generalate the Superior General, Fr. Milton 
Zonta and three of his consultors: Frs. Ferdinand 
Lukoa, Sunil Thomas Kashamkattil and, Agustín Van 
Baelen participated in the celebration.

We sincerely congratulate Bishop Lazarus, his 
family, and the confreres of the Tanzania Mission 
Pro-Province. We wish him all the best and God´s 
blessing for this important service for the Church.  
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We pray for our deceaSed confrereS: 

Fr. Józef Zuziak was born on 17 January 1934 in Lipowa near Zywiec. In 1949 he 
finished primary school, and in 1953, after graduating from the general school in 
Zywiec, he passed his baccalaureate exam and applied for admission to the Society 
of the Divine Saviour. After almost a year of novitiate formation, he decided to take 
a break and began studies at the Faculty of Surveying and Land Improvement at the 
Cracow Agricultural University. His education was interrupted by a call to military ser-
vice in a topographic unit in Komorów. He finished his service in the autumn of 1958. 
On July 12, 1959, he sent a humble request to the Salvatorian Provincial Superior for 
re-admission to the Society as a candidate for the priesthood. In August 1959, he 

entered the novitiate in Bagno and exactly one year later, on 15 August 1960 he professed his first vows. After having 
finished his Philosophical and Theological studies, he was ordained a priest by Bishop Karol Wojtyla on 28 June 1966 in 
Trzebinia. Originally, he wanted to work as a missionary in Africa, but after a certain time of preparation, he was sent to 
the United States, where he took up pastoral ministry among the Polish community and settled in Merrillville, Indiana. 
Almost from the beginning of his stay his superiors entrusted him with the responsibility for the community in Merrillville 
as bursar and superior. Among many initiatives, it is worthwhile to emphasize the construction of the church, which 
today is a Marian sanctuary and the organization of the Polish Marian Pilgrimage from Chicago to Merrillville, which still 
attracts thousands of pilgrims. On 19 May 2018, President Andrzej Duda decorated him for this with the Officer’s Cross 
of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland. As an honorary chaplain of the Polish Highlanders, he was decorated with 
the Highland Order and awarded the “Ambassador of the Year” distinction at the Polish Heritage Festival in Michigan. 
An inseparable attribute of Fr. Józef was a harmonica on which he played religious and other well-known melodies. Even 
John Paul II listened to his playing. Fr. Józef Zuziak died after a serious illness on 27 July 2021 at the Albertine Sisters 
Nursing Home in Hammond.

Fr. Markus (Anton) Waibel was born on 20 October 1943 in Lustenau. On the rec-
ommendation of the priest, he went to the Salvatorian boarding school in Lochau. 
From 1959-1961 he attended the II Bundesgymnasium in Graz. He was recom-
mended to become a religious brother, which brought him to request to be admit-
ted to the novitiate of the Salvatorians in Passau. He professed his first vows on the 
Feast of Mater Salvatoris and worked as a young brother in the college and parish of 
Vienna-Kaisermühlen. The desire to become a priest never left Brother Markus. He 
persistently went his way. After studies at the theological college in the Benedictine 

monastery of Einsiedeln, he joined in 1974 the community in Graz and did a pastoral internship at the Salvator parish 
there, with a focus on preparation for confirmation and youth pastoral care. On 21 June 1975 he was ordained a priest 
in Dornbirn. Fr. Markus worked as a priest in the field of education in Graz and pastoral work in different parishes. Every-
where he won the hearts of the people, especially the children. His open manner, with much cordiality and without fear 
of contact, made Fr. Markus a valued interlocutor, religious teacher and spiritual companion. Fr. Markus had an open ear 
and was very sensitive to people’s concerns, but also a critical fighter. A highlight of his life was the visit of Pope John Paul 
II to Gurk in 1988, whom he welcomed to the community as house superior. After a long period of suffering, Fr. Markus 
died on the morning of 19 August 2021 at Franziskus Nursing Home of Mistelbach. 

our departed confrereS



Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 17     October 2021, Rome 18

Fr. Keith (Robert Francis) Brennan was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
on 9 November 1940. Desiring to become a priest and religious, he entered the Socie-
ty’s novitiate in Colfax, Iowa, in 1961, where he professed his first vows on 8 Septem-
ber 1962. He continued his studies at Mount St. Paul College in Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
and at the Gregorian University in Rome, Italy, where he obtained a bachelor’s degree 
in Philosophy in 1965. He taught for two years as an intern before completing his 
studies for the priesthood. He was ordained a priest at St. Mary’s Parish in Landover 
Hills, Maryland, on September 4, 1970. Fr. Keith’s principal apostolates were parish 
ministry in different settings and administration at various levels. He served as as-

sociate director of the Conference of Major Superiors of Religious in Silver Spring. At different times, he was Director of 
Communications and Planning, of Renewal and Ongoing Formation, of the Temporarily Professed Salvatorians, and was 
a leader on committees and in Chapters. He greatly encouraged the development of the “Salvatorian Associates” - later 
to be called “Lay Salvatorians”. Working closely with the teams leading the Associates, the Sisters and the priests and 
brothers, efforts towards greater collaboration between the three branches of the Salvatorian Family increased enor-
mously. He served as Area Coordinator of the Society, as Regional Moderator of the Salvatorian Family, and as a member 
of numerous international committees of the Society, diocesan boards and inter-religious associations. Fr. Keith retired 
to Tucson, Arizona, in 2008, where he assisted in local Salvatorian ministries as he was able. Increasing health problems 
that began to affect him prompted his move in 2017 to Alexian Village in Milwaukee, where many of the Society’s retired 
members lived. Due to serious health problems, Fr Keith opted to receive palliative care on 9 September 2021, just hours 
before his death. He celebrated the Anointing of the Sick with his fellow Salvatorians and died peacefully that night. 
He was 81 years old and had been a Salvatorian for 59 years.

Fr. Hieronim/Jerome (Walenty) Siwek was born on 7 February 1939 in Bieruń Stary. 
In 1946, he started learning at the local primary school. After successfully passing his 
secondary school examination in 1958, he felt a strong desire to become a mission-
ary. He applied to the Provincial for admission to the novitiate in Bagno. On September 
8, 1959, he professed his first vows in Bagno and began his studies in the Salvatorian 
Theological Seminary. On 7 June 1965, he was ordained a priest in his home parish. 
After ordination, Fr. Jerome was transferred to Kraków, where he continued his theo-
logical studies as part of his Pastoral Year. From that moment on, he became very 
active in conducting retreats, was involved with pastoral ministries, and presented 
missionary retreats in different parishes, and worked with youth and vocation promo-

tion. After having obtained his preparation for future missionary work in Rome along with a language course in the USA, 
he went to Tanzania. Between 1968 and 1986 Fr. Jerome worked zealously in different places in the country. Because 
of health reasons, he was transferred in 1986 to Verona (USA). There he was entrusted with the pastoral duties and put 
in the service of helping in neighboring parishes. In 1988 he returned to Poland and was assigned to the community of 
Trzebinia, where he was entrusted with helping to lead retreats at St. Joseph’s Retreat House. From then on, Fr. Jerome 
switched at different times between his home country, where he worked at the Salvatorian Foreign Missions Centre, and 
in Tanzania, where he was active in different parishes. He died on 10 September 2021 in Lindi (Tanzania). He was 82 old 
and had been for 62 years a Salvatorian.
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SdS Varia

OPENING OF THE YEAR OF BLESSED FRANCIS JORDAN IN THE MOTHERHOUSE 

21 July was the first time that the Feast of Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan was officially celebrat-
ed. On this day many brothers and sisters of the great Salvatorian Family gathered, thanking God for the gift 
of their Founder. So, it was also in Rome, where Salvatorian Sisters, Salvatorian Fathers and Brothers and their 
co-operators gathered to share their joy, gratitude, and faith.
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The event began at 10 o’clock in the morning at the Church of St. Mary of Piety in Campo Santo Teutonico. After 
the solemn announcement of its imposing bells, some 35 Salvatorians, together with the inhabitants present 
from the Pontifical College Campo Santo Teutonico, under the presidency of the Superior General, Fr. Milton 
Zonta, sang the morning prayer, followed by the unveiling and blessing of a commemorative plaque in honour 
of Blessed Francis Jordan. The reason for choosing this place is that the newly beatified lived for a time in the 
College next to the cemetery “Campo Santo dei Teutonici e dei Fiamminghi” from October 1878 to May 1879. 
The beautiful marble commemorative plaque was unveiled by two of the Salvatorian Brothers: Br. Krzysztof 
Konecko, the treasurer of the Motherhouse and Br. Juan Quintana, who is a student. It was the Rector of the 
Pontifical Teutonic College, Prelate Hans-Peter Fischer, originally from the same Archdiocese as the Founder 
(Freiburg im Breisgau), who blessed it in the presence of the spiritual sons and daughters of Blessed Francis 
Jordan and again under the beautiful sound of the church bells, next to St. Peter’s Basilica and a loud applause 
of all: a clear sign of enthusiasm and gratitude for the good things God has done in the person of the Founder 
and keeps doing in all those who fully want to live the Salvatorian Charism. 

Around 11 o’clock, the community went to the Via della Conciliazione and gathered in the chapel of the Mother 
House of the Society for Eucharist. In this place, which really invites for prayer and meditation, the mortal re-
mains of the Founder are kept in a beautiful shrine.

Fr. Milton, in his homily, invited all those present to share the wide vision of the Founder, without getting lost in 
small things, keeping their eyes fixed on Him who made known the immense love of God the Father: Jesus the 
Saviour of the world. He also underlined the importance of feeling sent, just as Jesus was sent by his Father, He 
sent his disciples to be fishers of men, so also Blessed Francis Jordan wanted for his spiritual sons and daugh-
ters. Salvatorians are sent to live and proclaim in community, in a profound relationship with God, so that all may 
feel and know the love and closeness of the Father, manifested in his Son Jesus the Saviour.

During the toast, after the eucharistic celebration, Fr. Milton heartily thanked Prelate Hans-Peter Fischer for his 
presence, his generosity, and the permission to place the commemorative plaque in honour of Blessed Francis 
Jordan, and moreover for the good and friendly relationship that has been growing between the Salvatorian 
Community of the Motherhouse and the community of the Pontifical Teutonic College. 

The festivities concluded with a nice lunch: an opportunity for further fraternal sharing, focusing on the friend-
ship and love to which Blessed Francis Jordan always called his followers. May his example be an inspiration to 
many! Blessed Francis Jordan, pray for us.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FATHER BONAVENTURE LÜTHEN INTERNATIONAL              
NOVITIATE (PHILIPPINES) 

For several years, the leadership of the East Asian Mission Vicariate (EAMV), together with the international lead-
ership of the Society, through the General Mission Secretariat, has spent a lot of time and energy to find a suitable 
place and to construct a house where in normal circumstances the novices of the Society from Asia will do their 
novitiate. On 8 September 2021, the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 103rd anniversary of 
the death of our beloved Founder, Blessed Francis Jordan, the nearly finished construction was solemnly bless-
ed by Most Reverend Reynaldo Gonda Evangelista, the bishop of Imus (Ph). Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 
restrictions the Superior General could not participate in this significant event for our Society. Therefore, he 
sent an official letter with congratulations to Fr. Adam Janus, the Superior of the EAMV, the confreres, novices 
and students of the East Asian Mission Vicariate and thanking those Salvatorian units which made possible the 

purchase of the land 
and the construction 
by their generous con-
tributions, especially 
Austria and Germany 
who provided the bulk 
of the money needed. 
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In that same letter, following our rules in article 723 j 
of our Constitutions, the Superior General established 
with the consent of the General Council officially the 
“Father Bonaventure Lüthen International Novitiate 
House of the Society of the Divine Saviour”, at Bal-
ubad. The existing novitiate community, led by Fr. Hu-
bert Kranz, the novice master, was asked to transfer 

to the new building from that day on. On behalf of the Generalate, we wish that the present and future habitants 
of this new novitiate may feel at home and that it might become a place of profound vocational discernment, 
fraternal sharing of faith, and intense prayer that leads to an encounter with the Divine Saviour, who calls all 
Salvatorians to make God known, loved, and served by all.

OPENING OF A NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL AT HIGHRISE (KIPKAREN) 

On 21 July 2021, Feast of Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross, our Salvatorian Mission in Kenya put literally the 
cherry on the cake of a brand-new construction of a secondary school led by the Salvatorians, the blessing 
of the foundation stone for the construction of a community house, and the planting of memorial trees. The 
celebration started with a solemn Eucharist, officially opening the Year of Thanksgiving for Blessed Francis 
Jordan, presided over by Most Reverend Dominic Kimengich, the bishop of Eldoret (KE). The Superior General 
was invited by the confreres to bless the new building and to inaugurate it, but unfortunately, due to the travel 
restrictions caused by the pandemic, it was not possible to go to Kenya. To express his nearness and gratitude, 
the Superior General wrote an official letter to Fr. Justine Tesha, the coordinator of the “Fr. Otto Hopfenmüller” 
mission community and the confreres, thanking them for all what they are doing in the frame of the consolida-
tion of the Salvatorian presence in Kenya and the growth of the Society. Starting a new mission is easy, but 
persevering, bearing the cross and keeping faith and courage, that is more difficult!  With the blessing of the 
brand-new secondary school “Mater Salvatoris”, the Kenyan mission is making another significant step forward. 
The service as a religious community is increasing; confreres will be able to reach more people and through 
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education they hopefully will be able to make known Jesus the Saviour of the world, by their witness, their life-
style, and the brotherly love they live in the community. Hopefully it will be a source for many to love and serve 
Jesus, as the apostles did, and maybe it will even bring youngsters to discern about their vocation and to come 
and join the Society.

The bishop thanked the Salvatorians for choosing to work in his diocese and in a special way for investing in his 
diocese despite of the few years (six years) of Salvatorian presence in Kenya. However, he praised the Salvato-
rians by saying “they are here to stay; this is why they have invested two schools and they are now constructing 
their community house.” He continued by saying “within six years of the presences of the Salvatorians in Kenya 
particularly in the Catholic Diocese of Eldoret, there has been a tremendous development in the area where 
they are serving because the faithful are being served in a good way and they are privileged to get Holy Mass 
every Sunday in all their twelve stations.”

The Construction of the Mater 
Salvatoris secondary school 
commenced on 7th Septem-
ber 2020.  Blessing and the 
ground-breaking were done 
on 18th September 2020 while 
blessing and laying of the 
foundation stone were done 

on 25th September 2020 
by Fr. Justine Tesha, coordi-
nator of the Otto Hopfenmül-
ler Mission in Kenya on behalf 
of the Superior General.  The 
school is mixed, and it is day 
and boarding. 

The whole project will be carried out into different phases to have the full structure of the secondary school. 
Thus, phase-I of this project covers the construction of three classrooms, a staff room, office rooms, toilets, 
one dormitory and furniture. Additional infrastructure will be realized in different phases later. The motto of the 
school: Teach all nations.

Salvatorians in Kenya Mission decided to engage in school ministry as a means of social empowerment be-
cause the public education section is not equipped to provide quality education to the children especially in the 
villages. The construction was made possible by the generosity of benefactors and AID-organizations found by 
the Salvatorian Office for International Aid (SOFIA), as well as individual benefactors and a lot of help from the 
local community.

May the good Lord, the Teacher of all, inspire the teachers and present and future pupils of this Salvatorian 
Secondary School and their parents who have put their trust in the Salvatorian Community. A school without 
teachers or pupils is like a mango tree without leaves or mangos: neither shade nor fruits, completely useless. 
Their presence, energy, and dedication, along with the Salvatorian one, might give real life to our school and 
bear many good fruits.
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SUPERIOR GENERAL VISITED POPE FRANCIS

On 28 August 2021, the Holy Father, Pope Francis received our Superior General, Father Milton Zonta in a pri-
vate audience. Pope Francis was very interested in the current situation of our Society and gladly accepted the 
invitation to come and visit our Salvatorian Community at the Mother House and pray before the reliquary of our 
Founder, Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan.

He also promised to send a special video message to all members of the Salvatorian Family in the framework 
of the celebration of the Year of Thanksgiving for Blessed Francis Jordan.

In the meanwhile, this message was already sent and translated into different languages. May it be an encour-
agement for all the members of the Salvatorian Family to grow in our commitment and service in the Church as 
faithful spiritual sons and daughters of Blessed Francis Jordan. 

MAILSDS.ORG
Since a large number of our confreres do not use a mailsds.org email account, we have recently been forced 
by Microsoft to remove the licences of users who have not logged in with a mailsds account to any Microsoft 
service for a year. They are currently unable to log in. Microsoft requires that you log into your account a mini-
mum of once a month. If any confrere decides to use a mailsds.org account, please contact the IT department 
of the generalate. 

In short, for those confreres who have been using their mailsds.org in the normal way up to now, nothing will 
change, and they can continue to do so. For those who would like to start using mailsds.org, please write to 
generalate-ict@mailsds.org.
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VIDEO MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS TO THE SALVATORIAN FAMILY

“Dear members of the Salvatorian Family,
A cordial greeting full of joy 
and gratitude to all of you who are 
celebrating this “Year of Thanksgiving 
for the beatification of your Founder, 
Father Francis Jordan.

I hope that the recognition of the witness 
of apostolic holiness 
of Blessed Francis Jordan 
becomes an event of grace for you 
and for the whole Church, 
in which you are present as zealous apostles.

Do not forget that the spiritual legacy 
of Blessed Francis Jordan 
indicates a way to follow Jesus Christ; 

an authentic way of living the faith towards a Church with open doors, 
not closed on itself: 

a Church that turns to the peripheries of the world, 
from a life thus transfigured by the encounter with the Lord; 
an encounter with the Lord that occurs listening to His Word, 
in prayer and a fraternal communion of men and women.

I greet all Salvatorians - men and women religious 
and lay - of the most different origins and cultures. 
May you revitalize your vocation to be missionary disciples 
of Christ the Saviour, to reveal to all peoples the merciful face 
of the one true God, by all ways and means that love inspires you.

So go ahead, 
inspired by the testimony that Blessed Francis Jordan has given you. 
Always seek to be men and women “apostles beyond borders”, 
walking in communion with each other as a Religious Family 
and with the whole Church, cultivating a fruitful, 
creative life oriented towards the definitive encounter with the Lord.

May God bless the entire Salvatorian Family this year of thanksgiving. 
May Mary, the Mother of the Saviour, 
take care of you and accompany you with her maternal gaze. 
Keep going, keep going with hope. 
Please don’t forget to pray for me. Thank you!”

Vatican, 8 September 2021
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