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Dear Confreres,

Are you an influencer? This has become a popular term in social media that 
refers to people who have an extraordinary amount of faithful followers who 
are enthusiastically engaged in the thoughts, feelings, experiences, and beliefs 
posted by them. And as a result, they have a profound influence on people’s 
information and yes, formation today. The question becomes, “What are they 
actually influencing their faithful followers to be and to do in this world?” 

We need to be aware that there are 3.484 billion people actively using social 
media. That is 45% of the world’s population. One 16-year-old teenager now has 
over one million faithful followers because of his creativity and ability to engage 

effectively. An actor, Dwayne Johnson has 285 million followers for similar reasons. I believe Blessed Francis 
Jordan would be exploring how to be influencers in some form today, especially regarding lay faith formation. 
In his day, the printing press was the most advanced form of social media and communication. It was very effective 
then and yet now we realize it has its limitations, especially regarding immediacy and outreach.

Jesus had only 12 faithful followers at the beginning. Blessed Francis Jordan had 2. It starts somewhere, somehow, 
if we have the courage, vision, and faith to pursue our mission as Salvatorians. Our XIX General Chapter “exhorts 
all units to establish programs for the faith formation of lay people to prepare them for participation in their local 
and national, political, cultural, social, religious, and economic realities…” (#34 from the XIX General Chapter letter.)

How will we do this? It is vital for us as a Salvatorian Family to take a hard look at how we can become more rel-
evant, impacting, and influential in providing an integrated faith formation of lay people today. Social media is only 
one way. What kind of programming or methodology is needed given our realities? What creative and engaging 
possibilities can we use to profoundly influence lay formation. It was a vital thrust in our founder’s vision and mis-
sion right from the start, when he implored us to “popularize” the theological truths and make them “accessible” 
to all people.

When Jordan was a layman and artisan, he observed that the people around him seemed very lost spiritually. 
Secularism was a dominant influencer in their human formation and perception of life. It was primarily due to lack 
of instruction about their faith and mission in life. Not unlike now. We are overloaded with information, yet it is 
amazing how misinformed and uninspired, people can be about spiritual and religious matters. So many are lost, 
lonely, depressed, even when they attain success and wealth. There is a longing in the formation of people’s souls 
that seeks to know truth and divine love. There are various phrases from Blessed Francis Jordan’s Spiritual Diary 
that emphasize this: “Oh, the ignorance of people concerning divine things! As a field, however fertile it may be, 
cannot be fruitful without cultivation, even so the soul without teaching.”… “I often think that most persons are lost 
because of a lack of instruction.”… “Put forth every effort and be very zealous to promote the knowledge of truth. 
Consider these words: ‘To enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.” 

Jesus first said, “Come follow me.” How can we inspire people to faithfully follow our Divine Saviour? How are we 
to become His “influencers” as apostles today?

Fr. Joseph Rodrigues SDS

Societas Divini Salvatoris
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Generalate and General SecretariatS

AGENDA OF ACTIVITIES

When What Where Who

2 February World day of Religious Life All communities SDS-members

4 February Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 
and general secretaries

8 February Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 
and general secretaries

10 - 12 February Vicariate Chapter Motherhouse - Rome Generalate

14 - 18 February Provincial Chapter Krakow (Poland) Frs. Milton and Adam

22 - 23 February Meeting with Directors of 
Mission Procuras Motherhouse - Rome Br. Joby and Generalate

24 February Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 
and general secretaries

27 February 
- 1 March Pro-provincial Chapter Vienna (Austria) Fr. Agustín

4 March Meeting with the 
Generalates SorDS and SDS Rome Generalate

8 - 10 March Vicariate Chapter Manilla (Philippines) Fr. Adam

10 - 15 March Vicariate Chapter Bangalore (India) Frs. Milton and Sunil

19 March - 2 April Visitation Polish communities in USA Frs. Adam and Joseph

21 - 25 March Provincial Chapter USA Frs. Joseph and Agustín

26 March 
- 10 April Visitation USA Frs. Milton, Lukoa, 

Sunil and Agustín

2 - 12 April Visitation Canada
Frs. Milton,

Adam and Joseph

13 April Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome
Generalate 

and general secretaries

17 - 18 April Easter - Easter Monday All offices are closed

19 - 23 April Vicariate Chapter Logroño (Spain) Frs. Agustín y Krzysztof

28 April Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome 
Generalate 

and general secretaries
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Prayer for the XV General Synod
Merciful Father,

we thank you for having us called
to participate in your Mission of Salvation for humanity

as members of the Society of the Divine Saviour.

We bless you for so many young men
who with enthusiasm and concerted efforts 

in different contexts of the world are receiving their formation 
to know you, to love you and to serve you.

We glorify you at the same time
for our Salvatorian confreres who witness generously 

to a life of holiness, fraternity, and service,
participating actively on the apostolic Mission of your Church

to save all without exception,
in the way the Apostles did.

We praise you for our older and sick confreres.
We are grateful for their life of commitment,

for their wisdom and meekness.
Their example invites us to live the Salvatorian vocation

with depth and fidelity, convinced that your works
only flourish in the shadow of the Cross.

Father of Mercy,
as spiritual sons of Blessed Francis Jordan,

we feel called to the Mission.
We ask you therefore for the power of your Spirit

to guide our apostolic Society,
especially during the preparation of the XV General Synod.

Help us to discern the signs of our times
to respond with appropriate ways and means

to the challenges of your outgoing, 
welcoming and transforming Church

that desires to be at the heart of the world. 
Amén!

Blessed Francis Jordan
Pray for us.
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MeetinGS

VENEZUELA: VICARIATE CHAPTER  

Our confreres of the Venezuelan Vicariate gathered from 27 until 30 December 2021 in San Antonio de los Altos 
(Caracas) for their chapter, which should have taken place more than one year ago, but due to the COVID pan-
demic it was postponed until now. From the Generalate, Frs. Milton Zonta and Agustín Van Baelen participated.
In this moment the Vicariate has 21 members, working and living in 6 different countries: Venezuela (9), Brazil 
(5), Mexico (1), Peru (1), Spain (1) and Italy (1). Furthermore, there are 3 novices in the international novitiate 
“Villa Jordan” at Manizales (Colombia) and 4 candidates who live in different communities in Venezuela.

Despite being few, the members of the Vicariate are involved in a wide variety of apostolates: they serve in huge 
parishes, mostly in the poorest areas or slums of the cities, but also run primary and secondary schools, homes 
for street children and abandoned youngsters, they take care of the poor and elderly, look after dispensaries, 
and they have developed an enormous network with all kinds of integration activities for children and youth.

Apart from sharing the reports of the communities, commissions and apostolates, the chapter members made 
proposals about which of them could be a member of the council, they elected the members of the Finance 
Commission, and they redacted new recommendations.
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ViSitS

SRI LANKA  

Despite COVID-19 restrictions and getting through a variety of tests and other measures to be followed due to the 
pandemic, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz, General Formation Secretary and Br. Joby Philip, General Mission Secre-
tary paid a fraternal visit to the newly established Sri Lanka Mission from 24 November until 1 December 2021. 

It was an opportunity to meet with the confreres and the formandi of our Sri Lankan Mission to better understand 
the realities of their Salvatorian apostolates, offer support in their initial formation programs as well as listen to 
their suggestions regarding the possible future apostolic initiatives for the growth and witness of our Society in 
Sri Lanka. The visitors were received cordially and the spirit of Salvatorian brotherhood prevailed all through 
the visitation. The Sri Lankan confreres expressed their happiness to receive visitors from the Generalate after 
a duration of three years. 

The visitors had the opportunity to interact with all our confreres and formandi of the Sri Lankan mission. Apart 
from visiting the rector of the National Seminary in Kandy and the rector of the Seminary of the Oblates of the 
Immaculate Conception, they also had the privilege to meet with the bishops of Jaffna and Chilaw. 

At present, we have two communities and four finally professed members in Sri Lanka. Maria House, Jaffna 
which is located in the northern part of the country is a formation community for the aspirants, who are prepar-
ing for their ‘O’ and ‘A’ level school exams. This community consists of six aspirants and served by Fr. Prabu 
Jesus Michael Rajah as the formator & local coordinator and Fr. Nirmal Suranjan as the administrator. Bl Jor-
dan House, in the city of Chilaw is another formation community for the candidature program, where currently 
three formandi engage in one year of intense English language preparation to prepare for the entrance test 
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of Philosophy course at National Seminary, Kandy. This community is served by Fr. Patrick Damien Raj Per-
ies as the formator & local coordinator and Fr. Vinothan Francis Mudijyappu Culas serves as the administrator. 
The Sri Lankan mission also has a few candidates at different stages of formation at the international formation 
houses in the Philippines and in Spain. 

Even though our presence in Sri Lanka is limited to four finally professed members and two formation communi-
ties, our confreres strive to offer various services to the local Church and the community. One of our confreres 
celebrates Sunday mass for the online telecast at the St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna which is watched by many 
faithful including a large number of Tamil diaspora from different parts of the world. Another confrere is involved 
in working with young men who are addicted to drugs and alcohol in Jaffna. The confreres of the community in 
Chilaw are priests in-charge and actively engaged at St. Bernadette’s, a chapel-of-ease of the Chilaw Cathe-
dral parish exclusively for the Tamil speaking Catholics of the area. The works of our Salvatorian confreres are 
appreciated by the bishops, the fellow religious and the faithful. 

The visitors specially cherished the warm hospitality of the Salvatorian Sisters in Sri Lanka who offer constant 
support to our confreres and live up to the Salvatorian spirit on this beautiful island. 

MEXICO – CUERNAVACA
In the days before Christmas, 
from 18 until 23 December 
2021 Frs. Milton and Agustín 
paid a visit to the Salvatori-
ans in Mexico. At this mo-
ment our confreres live in two 
different places: at the city 
of Cuernavaca, where the for-
mation house is and at Xoxo-
cotla, where they serve in a 
huge and poor parish. Both 
places are at 30 km distance 
from one another, which 
makes regular visits and 
common activities among the 
confreres feasible. Despite 

being just few, the Salvatorian community in Mexico is very international, with members from Mexico itself, from 
Poland and Venezuela and Mexican and Guatemalan candidates as well. The candidates study Philosophy at 
the Diocesan Seminary of Cuernavaca. The visitors had meetings with all the confreres who work and live in 
México, as well as with Fr. Rodolfo Cabello and Br. Emilio Bermejo, who work in the Salvatorian Mission in Gua-
temala and had come for this occasion to Cuernavaca. The scope of the meetings was to get the right picture 
of the present situation and work on future plans regarding formation and possible structures for the Salvatorian 
presence in Central America. Furthermore, during the meeting with the local ordinary, Bishop Ramón Castro 
Castro, who recently was elected as the Secretary General of the Mexican Bishops Conference, a new contract 
for 10 years, starting from 1 January 2022 until 2032 regarding the presence and service of the Salvatorians 
in the parish of Xoxocotla was signed.
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aPPointMentS

VENEZUELA: VICARIATE LEADERSHIP 

In accord with article 736 b of the Constitutions of the Society of the Divine Saviour and with the consent of 
the General Council, our Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, has appointed Fr. Willy Polders as the Vicariate 
Superior for a term of office for three years from 1 February 2022 until 31 January 2025. Furthermore, with the 
consent of the General Council, Fr. Milton has appointed Fr. Elvis José Alzola Pinto as the Vicar Superior 
and Fr. Luis Domingo Díaz as a consultor and Fr. Mario Pérez as a consultor and the treasurer of the 
Vicariate. Congratulations to the new team!

- For the Synodal Process of the Church
- For the Chapters in Austria, India, the Philippines, USA and Spain
- For the general visitations
- For the suffering people in Ethiopia and Yemen
- For the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic

Prayer intentionS
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conGratulationS

FIRST VOWS

Brazilian ProVince 
One mozambican novice professed his first vows in the Society through 
the Brazilian Province. Cl. Ermelindo Cássimo committed himself for 
one year with God and his Church through our Society on 8 December 
2021 at the Immaculate Conception Parish in Chókwe, Mozambique.
On behalf of the Generalate, we welcome heartily this new confrere 
and wish him a good start of the Theology studies in Sao Paulo (Brasil). 

coloMBian ProVince 
Finishing the canonical period of novitiate, on 25 January 2022, the So-
lemnity of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Cl. Mario Madera professed his 
first vows in the Society of the Divine Saviour through the Colombian 
Province in the city of Bogota. The celebration took place in the huge 
church that was artistically decorated by the Salvatorian artist Fr. Ivo 
Schaible and is dedicated to the Divine Saviour.  We wish Cl. Mario 
the spirit of dedication to his studies and enthusiasm in the community 
and his future apostolates. 

Kenyan MiSSion 
Step by step, our young Kenyan mission is 
growing in local members. On the 140th an-
niversary of our Foundation, on 8 December 
2021, 2 young men, professed their first vows 
in Namiungo, after having finished their noviti-
ate at Nakapanya: Cl. John Baptist Wodangwe, 
who is originally from Uganda, and Cl. Patrick 
mua Wamuu, from Kenya. Congratulations to 
the newly professed confreres! May the Gods 
Spirit always enlighten them!
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tanzania MiSSionary Pro-ProVince 
On 8 December 2021, the following 10 nov-
ices, professed their first vows in the Society 
of the Divine Saviour through the Tanzania 
Missionary Pro-Province: Cl. Goodluck Celes-
tine Salafu, Cl. Melchior P. Luvinga, Cl. Geof-
rey Chacha  Magweiga, Cl. Edmund  Charles 
Mulindwa, Cl. Thadei John Peter, Cl. Peter Ab-
dallah  Chimbwanda, Cl. Peter John Edward, 
Cl. Damian Gerald  Mizengo, Cl. Revocatus 
Gabriel  Kasinza, and Cl. Bertram Vincent 
Bertram. The solemn Mass took place in the 
chapel of the St. Joseph Formation House at 
Namiungo and was presided over by the local 

ordinary, Bishop Filbert Felician Mhasi. We wish our newly professed members the spirit of perseverance and 
hard work, in their Salvatorian and academic formation.

Vicariate Venezuela 
After having finished his novitiate in Mani-
zales, Colombia, one Venezuelan professed 
his first vows in the Society through the Ven-
ezuelan Vicariate: Cl. Erick Salomón Mayora 
professed his first vows in the chapel of Santo 
Cristo de El Amparo, of the Formation House 
in Caracas on 22 January 2022. Cl. Erick will 
go for his Theology studies to the International 
Formation House Mater Salvatoris in Madrid. 
We welcome him in our Society and wish him 
good luck in his studies!    

PERPETUAL VOWS

tanzania MiSSionary Pro-ProVince

On the very first day of the year, 1 Janu-
ary 2022, two confreres of the Tanzania 
Missionary Pro-Province, Colman David 
Mtenga and Anold Onesmo Mamboya have 
committed themselves for their whole life to 
God and his Church in the Society of the Di-
vine Saviour, professing their perpetual vows. 
The celebration took place in the chapel of the 
International Formation House Mater Salvato-

ris, in Morogoro. We thank God for the gift of these confreres and wish that their lives may be filled a permanent 
desire to serve God and his people always more and better. Congratulations!
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Mater SalVatoriS “tor de cenci” roMe

On the Feastday of Mary, Mother of God, 1 January 2022, 
our confrere Ruphin Kabondo wa Kabondo, originally from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, professed his perpet-
ual vows in the main chapel of the International Formation 
House, Mater Salvatoris at Tor de Cenci, in Rome. Due to 
COVID restrictions, not many people could be physically 
present, but a lot of confreres, relatives and friends followed 
the celebration digitally. We wish him and all the confreres of 
the community God´s blessing and the spirit of perseverance 
while serving in the Church as a happy member of the Soci-
ety of the Divine Saviour.

ORDINATIONS - PRIESTHOOD 

indian MiSSion Vicariate

Four members of the Indian Mission Vicariate were ordained to the priesthood: our confrere Aviral Kumar Minj, 
was ordained by Most Rev. Emmanuel Kerketta, Bishop of Jashpur on 4 January 2022 at the Guardian Angels 
Catholic Church, Gholeng, in the Diocese of Jashpur. Almost two weeks later, on 15 January 2022, our con-
freres Robert Marwein and Wester David Marbaniang were ordained by Most. Rev. Victor Lyngdoh, Archbishop 
of Shillong at Mary Help of Christians in Laitumkhah, in the Archdiocese of Shillong. On 30 January 2022, our 
confrere Johnson Bhengra received the ordination to the priesthood by laying on of hands and prayer of con-
secration by Most Rev. Binay Kandulna, Bishop of Khunti Diocese, at Our Lady of Grace Church, in Dorma, 
Diocese of Khunti. We wish the newly ordained the Joy of the Gospel and the spirit of service. Congratulations! 
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We Pray for our deceaSed confrereS: 
Br. Jos Luyten was born on 16 January 1948 in Diest, Belgium, where 
he grew up with his grandparents, his mother having died when he was 
born. From a young age, he had a strong desire to become a religious. 
In September 1967 he began the novitiate in Heverlee under the guid-
ance of his novice master, Father Jozef Lammers. He made his first vows 
on 29 September 1968, the feast of St Michael, St Gabriel and St Rafael. 
During his initial formation he spent four years, from 1970 to 1974, in the 
then Belgian mission in the Congo, where he worked in the boarding school 
of Sandoa. He completed his formation with the profession of perpetual 

vows on 7 December 1975.  At the Heverlee Scholasticate, Br Jos initially devoted himself to domestic 
and administrative work. He was a sensitive confrere with a keen eye for detail and was honoured to see 
that confreres were well dressed, with clean and carefully ironed clothes. Until the last days of his life, 
he worked for many years as a receptionist at the residence for old people “Populierenhof” in Heverlee, 
where he became the friendly and cheerful face of the home. Even after his retirement, Br Jos continued 
his voluntary work there and also was in charge of the religious care of the residents. Completely unexpect-
edly, our confrere died on 6 December 2021 in Meerbeek. He was 73 years old and had been a Salvatorian 
for 53 years. 

Fr. Hubert Garthoff was born on 18 October 1933 at Oelde, district of 
Warendorf, as one of nine siblings. After attending primary school, he com-
pleted an apprenticeship as a carpenter. In his heart, he had a deep wish to 
become a priest. So, he began his grammar school studies in Steinfeld as 
a late vocation in January 1954. On 1 May 1959 he began his novitiate in 
Passau, which he finished exactly one year later professing his first vows. 
After which he studied philosophy and theology there. On 26 March 1966 
he was ordained priest in Hamont, Belgium. His first post was as chaplain 
in the Salvatorian parish of Cologne-Weidenpesch from 1966 to 68. From 

1968 to 1976 he was appointed as Mission Procurator in Sennelager and as educator and Superior of the 
local community at Klausheide-Hövelhof. From 1976 to 78 he worked as a hospital chaplain in the Heilig 
Geist Hospital in Cologne. From 1976 he was also Provincial Procurator. This office was held by Fr. Hubert 
for 25 years. He was a chaplain of several communities of Sisters and out of great love for nature, he liked 
very much to work in the garden. When the community at Cologne was dissolved, Fr Hubert moved to 
Steinfeld in 2015 where he settled in very quickly. He worked a lot in the pastoral care of confessions and 
as a temporary chaplain. When asked, Fr Hubert was always ready to help. He attentively followed the de-
velopment of our Order. Our missions were a great concern to him. He spent a lot of time in the chapel and 
could often be found praying the rosary in the house or outside. Fr. Hubert died completely unexpectedly in 
Steinfeld in the night of 21 December 2021. He was 88 years old and had been a Salvatorian for 61 years.

our deParted confrereS
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Fr. Loren Nys was born on 12 March 1938, in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
The desire to become a priest was with him all through his youth, and so 
he enrolled at Salvatorian Seminary in St. Nazianz. He studied there for six 
years of minor seminary and then entered the novitiate in Colfax, Iowa, 
where he made his first profession of vows on 8 September 1959. He con-
tinued his seminary studies at Divine Saviour Seminary in Lanham, Mary-
land, and Catholic University in Washington, DC.  When the college years 
were completed, he taught during two “Apostolic Years” at St. Mary’s High 
School in Lancaster, New York. After finishing his graduate studies back at 

Divine Saviour and Catholic University, he was ordained a priest in the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in DC on 3 June 1967. Fr. Loren ś apostolic live, so to speak, can be split into two main fields. 
First, he was active in the field of education, training and teaching at different schools.  In that period, 
he also ministered as director of music and choir director. Generally speaking, Fr. Loren was a talented 
musician. He was an accomplished organist and singer. After the liturgical changes of the Second Vatican 
Council, he recorded three vinyl records to help other priests to learn the new chants that were included in 
the revised Sacramentary. In a second phase, he focused more on parish ministry, working as a pastor in 
several parishes. Besides the “external” work, Fr. Loren also served “internally” the Salvatorian community 
in the USA in various ways, e.g. as the Green Bay Area Coordinator for the Society; as the moderator for 
all members of the Salvatorian Family in the Green Bay Region; and as a member of both the province ś 
Personnel Commission and Elections Committee. Notwithstanding Fr. Loren dealt with several health prob-
lems, he quite unexpectedly died on the morning after Christmas, 26 December 2021 at Alexian Village 
in Milwaukee, where he had lived since 2014. He was 83 years old and had been for 62 years a Salvatorian.

From 
Blessed Francis Jordan 

“Good church 
singing should be 
greatly promoted 

and maintained everywhere”
SD IV/1
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SdS Varia

WISHES ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE
On behalf of the Generalate, we wish all the confreres a happy and blessed Day of Consecrated Life. May the 
Good Lord protect and guide you all! We give thanks to the Lord of Life for your witness and commitment as 
Salvatorians, at the service of his people. May He bless you and keep you with good health.

WITNESSES ABOUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BEATIFICATION OF THE FOUNDER
In the framework of the Year of Blessed Francis Jordan, in one of the previous issues of Informationes the floor 
was given to some of our religious Brothers giving them the opportunity to express the impact of the Beatifica-
tion of our Founder in their live. This time the redaction of Informationes wanted to give the opportunity to our 
5 living Salvatorian Bishops to share the significance of our Founder and his Beatification for them. We thank 
our confreres bishops for their cooperation writing a short article and wish them the spirit of wisdom and joy in 
their pastoral care for the people of the apostolic vicariate or diocese which was entrusted to them.

“My journey in Salvatorian life and spiritual-
ity did not directly start from the founder but 
from the experience of his followers. When 
I joined a vocational retreat for the very first 
time I had never heard of the Salvatorians and 
Father Francis Jordan. Yet, that initial experi-
ence made me wonder about religious life and 
about Father Francis Jordan. 

Over the years of my initial formation, I heard many times that Universality stands at the foundation of our 
Society. It is written in our Charism and Mission because it came from the reflections and writings of our blessed 
founder. I liked this idea of universality which allowed us, people from different walks of life, to join in one mis-
sion and use our personal, God’s granted gifts, skills and talents in proclamation of the Saviour. 

Monsignor Karol Kulczycki SDS is 
at present the Bishop of the Catholic 
Diocese of Port Pirie in South Aus-
tralia. He is 55 years old and a Sal-
vatorian since 8 September 1988. He 
was ordained a priest on 28 May 1994 
and consecrated as Bishop in Trzebinia 
on 29 September 2020. His episcopal 
motto sounds: “In Te Domine speravi” 
(I put my trust in You, Lord).
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Serving God in religious life allowed me to discover Francis Jordan’s persistence in fulfilling God’s will in his life. 
To this day, I admire our founder who although he encountered many obstacles, was able to establish our so-
ciety. Additionally, he was able to settle our headquarters so close to the Vatican. That makes me wonder how 
one religious man could achieve such great things. The answer is simple: he accepted that God’s work grows 
under the shadow of the cross and entrusted himself totally to God and he did it literally through the hands of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.
As I reflect about our founder, I always go to his main mission which he left for us. That mission which touched 
his heart when he reflected on the Gospel passage: “This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent”. (Jn 17:3)
Inspired by thoughts, reflections, and writings of our founder I believe that we, the members of the Salvatorian 
Family, are called to proclaim Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of the world with universal spirit using all ways 
and means inspired by the love of Christ. 

Through my initial formation and years of religious life, I believed that the life of Father Francis Jordan was a true 
example of holiness and the beatification which was held just a few months ago, officially confirm my beliefs.

His mission which he left us in his Spiritual Diary: “As long as there is one person on earth who does not know 
God and does not love Him above all things, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest” (SD II.1) is still very 
much valid in my ministry and my life.

I have been called by Christ to a Salvatorian way of life inspired by our founder Blessed Francis Jordan to fulfil 
my vocation as a diocesan bishop so that all may know the true God and Jesus Christ as the only Saviour 
of the world.”

“My personal relationship with Blessed Francis 
Jordan started when I joined the Salvatorians 
in 1981. One month after my arrival to the for-
mation house of Namiungo, we went to Masasi, 
the Provincialate of the Salvatorians in Tanza-
nia. The reason of our journey to Masasi was 
to celebrate the jubilee of 100 years since our 
Society was founded (1881-1981). This celebra-
tion touched my heart and I thought that this is 
a congregation I would like to be with and live. 

Monsignor Lazarus Vitalis Msimbe 
SDS is at present the Bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of Morogoro in 
Tanzania. He is 57 years old and a Sal-
vatorian since 8 September 1987. He 
was ordained a priest on 21 June 1998 
and consecrated a Bishop in Morogoro 
on 19 September 2021. His episcopal 
motto sounds: “Omnia vincit amor” 
(Love conquers all).
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When I was in the Novitiate, I started to learn more and study the life of our founder Blessed Francis Jordan. 
I understood his charism which is: To make God known and loved by people everywhere, through all means 
possible with reading the signs of times. This charism and the spiritual life of Fr. Jordan cemented my decision 
to remain in this Society.

As a man of prayer, Blessed Jordan reminded me to pray always. For many years during my formation even 
after final vows and ordination to the priesthood, we were praying for the Beatification of our Founder. Not only 
that, but also, I was able to pray personally to ask our Founder to pray for me especially when I had some chal-
lenges in my vocation and apostolate. To love the Society and work for it became my strength especially after 
reading the Exhortations and Admonitions. I remember one Italian sentence, ‘lavorate con tutte le forze per la 
Congregazione, amate la Società.’ which means, work with all your strength for the Congregation, love the Soci-
ety. This sentence helped me so much to offer myself for the Society.

When I was a formator, (Director of scholastics and Novice master 1999-2005) I consolidated my personal re-
lationship with our Founder as I was teaching the formandi to do the same. As provincial, I did a lot to maintain 
my personal relationship with our Founder (2005- 2011). I insisted the members of the Pro- province do the 
same through my conferences, meetings, letters, and homilies. I also did through translations of some English 
articles to Swahili, a book known as spiritual life of Fr. Jordan- Maisha ya Kiroho ya Padre Jordan. By doing that, 
I increased my knowledge, experience, and relationship with our Founder.

My trips outside Tanzania to Rome and other Salvatorian Provinces and communities strengthened my personal 
relationship with our Founder. This was actualized by sharing about our Founder during meetings, enjoying 
meals, drinks during recreations and the kindness shown to me by other Salvatorians in many ways.

I was thrilled when I heard that our Founder will be beatified. I was touched so much with this event of Beatifi-
cation. What astonished me is this: whether organized or not, the day our Founder was declared blessed, the 
same day and time, I was informed by the Apostolic Nuncio of Tanzania that Pope Francis appointed me as 
Bishop of Morogoro Catholic Diocese. This event of the Beatification of our Founder helps me more to maintain 
my relationship with him.”

“To whom shall we go Lord, you have the words of 
life!” (Jn 6: 68) I would say that this describes my 
personal relationship with our Founder, Father Fran-
cis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

Monsignor Charles Mahuza Yava 
SDS is Titular Bishop of Apisa Maius 
while serving as the Apostolic Vicar 
of Archipelago of the Comores. He is 
61 years old and a Salvatorian since 
8 December 1986. He was ordained a 
priest on 8 May 1993 and consecrated 
a Bishop in Mayotte on 19 June 2010. 
His episcopal motto sounds: “va plus 
loin” (go further).
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It is true that Blessed Francis Jordan, being Founder and elder of the Salvatorian family, is necessarily the “big 
brother” for each member of the Salvatorian Family who follows him. Generally speaking, in Africa, the elder is 
the one who pulls the others along and he is admired by his other brothers and sisters who come behind him. 

This is how I maintain my intimate relationship with our Founder, Blessed Francis Jordan. His charisma, cour-
age, zeal and perseverance never cease to inflame me for the love of God and our Lord Jesus Christ. As a 
novice master, I used to tell my novices that if they should not take me as a model; the model we have is our 
Founder and Christ. Because I too fix my gaze on the life of our Founder and Christ. 
To this day I am still inspired by the words of our Founder which we find in his diary. He also left us a legacy: 
total trust in God.

As for his beatification, it is a sign of the universal Church’s recognition of our Founder, Blessed Francis Mary 
of the Cross Jordan. It is a merit of what he really is in the Church. And the Church presents him to all the faith-
ful as a model of holiness. All the more so to us, his spiritual sons. May his model of life continue to draw us 
to a holy life”.

“At the age of 14 I entered the Divine Saviour 
Minor Seminary, in La Estrella Antioquia, where 
I did all my high school studies. During those years 
I had my first knowledge of the life and work of 
Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. When 
I finished my secondary studies, I was accepted 
into the novitiate under the lead of Fr. Maurino 
Rast, who helped me to know our Founder much 
better.  Thus began my long Salvatorian journey up to the present day, with the following steps: scholasticate 
with studies in Philosophy at the Javeriana University in Bogotá, Theology at the Gregorian University in Rome, 
priestly ordination in Rome in 1966, priestly ministry in various parishes in Colombia, General Councillor, Teach-
er and Rector of the Divine Saviour College at La Estrella, Provincial Superior and finally Auxiliary Bishop of 
Medellín, Diocesan of Urabá, in very difficult years and then Diocesan Bishop of Pereira for 10 years. 

In 2011 the Pope accepted my resignation at the age of seventy-six and a half and since then I have shared my 
life, in good retirement, in the communities of the Novitiate of Manizales and in the Maurino Rast house, where 
I currently reside. 

Monsignor Tulio Duque Gutiérrez 
SDS is the Bishop Emeritus of the 
Diocese of Pereira, in Colombia. He is 
86 years old and has been a Salvato-
rian since 2 February 1957. He was or-
dained a priest on 26 March 1966 and 
consecrated a bishop on 13 Novem-
ber 1993. His episcopal motto sounds: 
“servir con alegría” (serve with joy).  
He retired in 2011.
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I had the privilege of living for six years in the Motherhouse, where Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross lived for 
so many years, leaving there the traces of a man of God.

In the activities of the Generalate, in which I was Councillor and Superior of the Motherhouse, with the various 
commissions, with the postulators on duty, I had the opportunity to get to know in depth the life, charism and 
spirituality of the man whom the Church recognised as Blessed on 15th May last.

I felt great joy when the news of Father Francis Jordan’s beatification was announced and I was able to get a 
ticket to travel to Rome in May to be present at the beatification ceremony, but circumstances did not allow it. 
What a great blessing to have our Founder on the Altars!”

“I am very happy to be a Salvatorian. Our char-
ism as heralds of Christ is all-embracing.

From the time of the minor seminary, our forma-
tors talked about the Founder, Father Francis 
Jordan. From that time, I learned to identify my-
self with the mission he proposed. 

I was very happy with his beatification last May 15 in Rome. Now the church officially recognises him as a model 
of holiness; this for Salvatorians is a reason for thanksgiving and an incentive to continue our mission as heralds 
of the Saviour of the world. Our charism is summed up in the Gospel phrase from John 17:3: “This is eternal life, 
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent”.

At the time of the foundation of the SDS, Father Francis Jordan was troubled by the situation of Christians 
who easily gave up their faith for lack of deep knowledge; within the context of this time, he sought inspira-
tion from the Holy Spirit to respond to the call he felt to make Jesus Christ better known and loved. A similar 
situation occurs today where many abandon their faith, few identify with Jesus, and few want to be like God 
(Christ). Humanity is burdened with this incoherence, hence the meaning of our Salvatorian charism which aims 
to make Jesus known and to find in him his identity. Father Francis Jordan’s life was a constant search for God’s 
will; even when it could cost him his life, he offered it daily in his prayers. His deep trust in Divine Providence 
strengthened him in difficult times and he persevered in it until death. We have testimonies from several people 
who knew him and saw in him a holy man.

Monsignor Valter Carrijo SDS is the Bish-
op Emeritus of the Diocese of Brejo, in 
the North-East of Brazil, which is a part 
of Amazonia. He is 87 years old and has 
been a Salvatorian since 2 February 1954. 
He was ordained priest on 8 December 
1961 and consecrated bishop on 15 April 
1989. His episcopal motto sounds: “Bonus 
pastor animam suam dat pro ovibus” (the 
good shepherd gives his life for the sheep). 
He retired in 2010.
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ANNALES
A new issue of Annales was published on 31 December 
2021. It contains the names and short biographies of our 
confreres that died between 2019 and 31 December 2021. 
The digital version has been put on the members section of 
the website of the Society: sds.org. Hardcopies in 6 differ-
ent languages will be given to the members of the General 
Synod in July 2022. The General Secretariat wants to take 
this opportunity to thank all the people involved in the prepa-
ration of the necrology 2019 – 2021 and hopes that it will be 
used to remember our deceased confreres who have given 
their life for the sake of the Kingdom of God!

Confreres who need a visa to enter Italy or to visit the Motherhouse are asked to directly contact the 
superior of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest rooms and make other arrangements. He can be 
reached at:

E-mail: motherhouse@mailsds.org

Please be advised that because of the planned papal celebrations and audiences, we might be unable 
to meet you at or take you to the airport. There are often obstacles placed, 
especially on Sunday and Wednesday. Thank you for your understanding.

traVellinG to roMe

Now, with the Church’s recognition of his beatification, the charism can be presented as a current response 
to today’s world, which is also lacking in God; this fills us with joy, shows us the validity of our charism and 
mission, and helps us to give continuity to our practice of being “apostles” proclaimers of the Gospel. Father 
Francis Jordan is now part of the church’s gallery of saints, he continues to be an inspiration for Salvatorians in 
a particular way, but also for the whole church. He allowed himself to be led by the discernment of God’s will, 
he became a holy man for his time and for today. Like Blessed Francis Jordan, we Salvatorians want to present 
and proclaim Jesus Christ as an authentic man and make him attractive to the world, creating more followers of 
Christ the Saviour.

Let us rejoice! The church has its gallery of Saints, and Blessed Francis Jordan is part of it, we have in him an 
intercessor. Let us trust in him and imitate his life of holiness!”
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PROFESSION

JUBILEES OF PROFESSION DURING 2022
CONGRATULATIONS!

25 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY

BR Fr. Décio Siqueira Nantes 05/01/1997
BR Fr. Flávio Lima da Silva 05/01/1997
BR Fr. Jovanês Vitoriano 05/01/1997
BR Fr. Vanderlei Roque Signorini 05/01/1997
ES Br. Emilio Bermejo Rupérez 02/02/1997
CO Fr. Sergio Augusto López Sánchez 25/02/1997
GE/TW Fr. John Chrysostom Chuang Chin - Jo 25/03/1997
PL Fr. Andrzej Kaliciak 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Jerzy Morański 08/09/1997
PL Br. Krzysztof Stelmach 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Marcin Żydzik 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Mariusz Kowalski 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Mikołaj Markiewicz 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Paweł Szczur 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Piotr Łapiński 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Tomasz Sałaga 08/09/1997
PL Fr. Tomasz Starużyk 08/09/1997
GB Fr. William Harrison 08/09/1997
CD Fr. Adelard Tshibang Kapend 28/09/1997
CD Fr. Bienvenu Kasongo Tshipili  28/09/1997
CD Fr. Charles Mbumba Mushitu 28/09/1997
CD Fr. Jean-Claude Mbaz Chibal 28/09/1997
CD Fr. Jean-Marie Kalaba Mwewa 28/09/1997
CD Fr. Marcellin Mukwasay Kabub 28/09/1997
CD Fr. Remy Mbaya Mudimba 28/09/1997

JUBILEES
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40 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY

CO Fr. Gustavo Alonso Ruíz Cano 25/01/1982
PL Fr. Andrzej Uruski 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Dariusz Ziębowicz 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Emil Ciecieręga 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Grzegorz Pomorski 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Ireneusz Lehmann 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Jerzy Madera 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Krzysztof Jankowski 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Leszek Rackowiak 08/09/1982
US Fr. Raúl Gómez Ruiz 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Ryszard Zgorzelak 08/09/1982
PL Fr. Stanisław Góral 08/09/1982

50 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY
BG Br. Lambert van de Schans 01/10/1972
BG Fr. Thieu Reemers 01/10/1972
DE Fr. Georg Fichtl 08/10/1972
DE Fr. Josef Mayer 08/10/1972
DE Fr. Konrad Werder                 08/10/1972
ES Dn. Eugenio González Soria 25/12/1972

60 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY

BG Fr. René Geyskens 06/01/1962
DE Fr. Vincens Hoffmann 06/01/1962

TA Fr. Aletasius Lisakafu 08/12/1997
TA Br. Benedicto Nanguo 08/12/1997
TA Br. Benward Kitandala 08/12/1997
TA Fr. Josephat Celestine Muhoza 08/12/1997
TA Fr. Justine Tesha 08/12/1997
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US Fr. James Weyker 08/09/1962
BG Fr. Jean Schreurs 08/09/1962
US Fr. Julian Guzman 08/09/1962
US Fr. Robert Marsicek 08/09/1962
US Fr. Robert Wicht 08/09/1962
US Fr. Scott Wallenfelsz 08/09/1962
CH Fr. Hans Ulrich Birrer 08/12/1962

65 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY

DE Br. Günter Hecht 25/01/1957
CO Fr. Guillermo Meza Velásquez 02/02/1957
CO Fr. Jairo Castaño Valencia 02/02/1957

CO Bp. Tulio Duque Gutiérrez 02/02/1957
BG Fr. Jef Cornelissen 08/09/1957
BG Fr. Jos Hermans 08/09/1957
BG Fr. Leo Jaeken 08/09/1957
BG Fr. Piet Stevens 08/09/1957
IT Fr. Eugenio Trupia 11/10/1957
GB Fr. Noel Keane 11/10/1957

70 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY

US Br. Regis Fust 19/03/1952
GE/TW Fr. Clement Teng Shen-Chang 08/09/1952
CH Fr. Eugen Andermatt 11/10/1952

75 YEARS OF PROFESSION

DD-MM-YY

IT Fr. Giovanni Mazzoni 11/10/1947

US Fr. Glen Willis 08/09/1962
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ORDINATION
JUBILEES OF ORDINATIONS DURING 2022

CONGRATULATIONS!

25 YEARS OF ORDINATION

DD-MM-YY

BR Fr. Leomar Deon 11/01/1997
BR Fr. Álvaro Macagnan 18/01/1997
IN Fr. Philip Pukkurayil 16/02/1997
DE Fr. Alois Christen 17/05/1997
DE Fr. Georg Herr 17/05/1997
PL Fr. Władysław Mach 17/05/1997
PL Fr. Dariusz Nowak 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Dariusz Babula 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Ireneusz Czech 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Jerzy Nowak 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Józef Baron 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Michał Mańka 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Paweł Doliński 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Robert Stachowicz 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Stanisław Starostka 24/05/1997
PL Fr. Stanisław Pajestka 24/05/1997
US Fr. Thomas Perrin 31/05/1997
TA Fr. Christopher Luoga 16/06/1997
TA Fr. Jude Massawe 16/06/1997
CO Fr. Osmel Hernando Valencia Vargas 05/07/1997
CD Fr. Dieudonné Kongolo Londi 26/07/1997
VE Fr. Agustín (Stijn) Van Baelen 12/10/1997
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40 YEARS OF ORDINATION

DD-MM-YY

BR Fr. Selvino Baldissera            16/01/1982
US Fr. Michael Hoffman 30/01/1982
BG Fr. Harry Hesius 20/03/1982
BG Fr. Jan Verboogen 20/03/1982
PL Fr. Albert Poloczek 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Damian Tomiczek 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Gabriel Kamieński 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Jan Strama 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Józef Sadkiewicz 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Kazimierz Kubat 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Krzysztof Sobański 08/05/1982
PL Fr. Leonard Czuchoński 08/05/1982
US Fr. Neil Durham 04/06/1982

50 YEARS OF ORDINATION

DD-MM-YY

BR Fr. Irmundo Boesing 01/01/1972
GB Fr. Francis Waters 27/05/1972
CO Fr. Eberto Cano Álvarez 09/06/1972
PL Fr. Józef Musioł 17/06/1972
AU Fr. Martin Bauer 29/06/1972
AU Fr. Thomas Runggaldier 29/06/1972
CH Fr. Karl Meier 02/07/1972
ES Fr. José Luis Munilla Peńa 07/10/1972
DE Fr. Bernhard Fuhrmann 08/10/1972
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60 YEARS OF ORDINATION

DD-MM-YY

GB Fr. Laurence Murphy 07/04/1962
BG Fr. Paul Frederix 07/04/1962
AU Fr. Albert Gabriel 26/04/1962
US Fr. Hugh Birdsall 31/05/1962
PL Fr. Jordan Myśliwiec 29/06/1962
PL Fr. Tadeusz Sołtys 29/06/1962
CO Fr. David Restrepo Rodríguez 01/07/1962
BG Fr. Eduard Gijsen 08/07/1962

65 YEARS OF ORDINATION

DD-MM-YY

PL Fr. Gerard Rogowski 24/06/1957
BR Fr. Renato Simoneto 21/09/1957
GE/TW Fr. Clement Teng Shen- Chang 08/12/1957
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The cycle of life in our SDS...

Javier Rolando Rivas Molero (VE) 11-01
Juan José Quintana Longa (VE) 11-01
Evilton Gomes (BR) 16-01
Carlos Cespedes (CO) 25-01
Leonardo Rangel Maestre (CO) 25-01
Diloshan Sebastiyan (IMV) 16-06
Joakim Quang (VI) 16-06
John Laurence Leaban (EAMV) 16-06
Albert Kampata Kabolo (CD) 08-09
Anaclet Kongolo Tshima (CD) 08-09
Benoît Kabeya Malachie (CD) 08-09
Christian Kabambi Banza (CD) 08-09
Jacques Binene Muyunga (CD) 08-09
Justin Simbi Nyembo (CD) 08-09
Pascal Kabongo Kabongo (CD) 08-09
Raphaël Lusaya Mwisa (CD) 08-09
Richard Ilunga Kanyinda (CD) 08-09
Michał Góralewicz (PL) 08-09
Marek Jankowski (PL) 08-09
Michał Knut (PL) 08-09
Bartłomiej Pryła (PL) 08-09
Pavel Kuliashov (PL) 08-09
Petr Obrazau (PL) 08-09
Ermelindo Cássimo (BR) 08-12
Goodluck Celestine Salafu (TZ) 08-12
Melchior P. Luvinga (TZ) 08-12
Geofrey Chacha  Magweiga (TZ) 08-12
Edmund  Charles Mulindwa(TZ) 08-12
Thadei John Peter (TZ) 08-12
Peter Abdallah  Chimbwanda (TZ) 08-12
Peter John Edward (TZ) 08-12
Damian Gerald  Mizengo (TZ) 08-12
Revocatus Gabriel  Kasinza (TZ) 08-12
Bertram Vincent Bertram (TZ) 08-12
John Baptist Wodangwe (KE) 08-12
Patrick mua Wamuu (KE) 08-12

Fr. Jacek Wawrzyniak 50 (PL) 19-01
Fr. Roman Góral 72 (PL) 03-02
Fr. Moritz Sturny 81 (CH) 09-02
Fr. Africanus Lokilo Massawe 62 (TZ) 01-03
Fr. Piotr Niewiadomski 71 (PL) 09-03
Fr. Józef Zmełty 85 (PL) 18-03
Fr. Paulus Blum 82 (DE) 08-04
Br. Joseph Kreutzer 94 (US) 27-04
Br. Edward Havlovic 90 (US) 02-05
Fr. Leszek Nowak 81 (PL) 02-05
Fr. Kazimierz Oleksy 55 (PL) 04-05
Fr. Józef Zuziak 87 (PL) 27-07
Fr. Markus Waibel 78 (AU) 19-08
Fr. Keith Brennan 81 (US) 09-09
Fr. Hieronim Siwek 82 (PL) 10-09
Fr. Włodzimierz Łaś 62 (PL) 03-10
Br. Jos Luyten 73 (BE) 06-12
Fr. Hubert Garthoff 88 (DE) 21-12
Fr. Loren Nys 83 (US) 26-12

First Profession in 2021 Deceased members in 2021

Africa: 21 / Asia: 3 / Europe: 6
Latin America:  6 / North America: 0
Total new members in 2021: 36 

Life expectancy: 76,68

Africa: 1 / Asia: 0 / Europe: 14
Latin America:  0 / North America: 4
Total deceased members in 2021: 19 
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