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Dear confreres,
at the radiant dawn of Easter Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead. He was alive.
However, the disciples did not yet know it. They had not yet seen him, although
some spoke of the empty tomb. “I doubt it, said one of them, and if I do not see
him, I do not believe it” (Jn 20:24). Others went on their way, not understanding all that had happened.
The Gospel accounts make us understand that the Resurrection was a totally
new event that the disciples discovered over the course of time. I like to think
about this journey of the first disciples, because it helps us to better celebrate
Easter. Because, like them, we do not always manage to see the effects of the Resurrection and that Jesus Christ
walks with us, in the face of situations full of suffering, such as those we are experiencing at the present time.
Moreover, today as yesterday, the Risen Christ is always walking beside us. Just as He did with the disciples,
He changes our mourning into joy and consoles us in the midst of affliction. The light of the Risen Christ illuminates even the most fragile and closed corners of our existence. “Let us never tire of seeking the Risen Christ...”
(Pope Francis), because the light that He comes to bring is a message of joy and salvation that dispels the darkness
that falls over the world.
Like those disciples who returned from Emmaus with hearts full of joy and enthusiasm, our mission, even with our
limits, is to proclaim the Resurrection in small gestures and with the attitude of witnesses.
Witnesses that darkness and death do not have the last word. Even if we have to go through moments of great uncertainty and disenchantment provoked by wars and pandemics, our confidence prevails that no night is without
end. That we continue to believe in the way indicated by Blessed Francis Jordan (and with him a chain of Salvatorian witnesses) that it is worthwhile to give our all. Because the last word does not belong to death, but to life.
A LIFE with capital letters. A full life that makes sense of everything.
Witnesses that we are not alone in the world. Even in the most difficult moments, when we pray, we are never alone. No one is excluded from God’s love. And it is often enough to know that in order not to close in on
ourselves and to go on. “Remember how much strength and consolation you have found in prayer”, wrote the
Founder (SD II, 30). The Spirit of the Risen Lord accompanies us at every moment of our existence and in this way,
He always surprises us.
Witness that none of us knows everything forever. Like the disciples of Jesus, we have to keep on searching, even
if we are afraid and have moments of discouragement. So, it is a matter of opening our minds and hearts to keep on
learning throughout our lives. Encouraged by Blessed Francis Jordan we are invited to break the rigidity of “it has
always been done this way” and to be always open to the surprises of God’s Spirit. Often God’s surprises shake us
to the ground, yet they lead us to walk in humility, service, and gratefulness.
Finally, like Blessed Francis Jordan, let us continue to proclaim, by our words and our lives, that: “We have seen
the Lord, he is risen indeed!”
Receive from all the members of the Generalate warm greetings and best wishes for a joyful and blessed Easter.
P. Milton Zonta SDS
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Generalate and General Secretariats
AGENDA OF ACTIVITIES
When

What

Where

Who

26 March
- 10 April

Visitation

USA - Province

Frs. Milton, Lukoa, Sunil
and Agustín

2 - 12 April

Visitation

Canada

Frs. Milton, Adam
and Joseph

13 April

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

17 April

Easter

18 April

Easter Monday

19 - 21 April

Vicariate Chapter

Logroño (Spain)

Frs. Milton and Agustín

28 - 29 April

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

1 - 31 May

Visitation

Congo

Frs. Lukoa and Joseph

6 May

Inauguration Spiritual
Centre of Formation

Krakow

Generalate

11 - 13 May

Vicariate Chapter

Mother House - Rome

Generalate

19 May

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

24 May

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

25 - 27 May

Meeting General Superiors

Rome

Fr. Milton

1 June

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate
and general secretaries

All offices are closed
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Meetings
NEW VICARIATE: 1ST SESSION OF THE CHAPTER
Because of the Covid-pandemic, the chapter of the
new vicariate with members
of the former Vicariates from
Italy and Switzerland, as well
as from Germany and the
International Formation House at Tor de Cenci, had to be
postponed for a second time.
Nevertheless, seeing the urgency of going ahead with
certain practical issues, the
Superior General and his Council, took the decision to have a first session of the chapter online on the Memorial
of Our Lady of Lourdes, Friday, 11 February 2022.
In total 25 persons were connected, including the members of the new vicariate, as well as Fr. Friedrich Emde,
the Provincial Superior from Germany. After a short presentation of all the members involved, Fr. Milton presided over the meeting, inviting the members and participants for reflexion regarding the foundation of this new
Vicariate, “which is not just a fusion of two units or a simple canonical solution of a problem of units in difficulties
to keeping their heads above water. In reality, this event means a new beginning for our Society from a new
apostolic perspective, (…). So, it is a new kind of long-term organisation that other Western European entities
will surely join in the near future.

I am sure”, the Superior General stated, “that in this way, in a few decades, there will be one single Salvatorian
entity in the Western European area, made up of a variety of apostolates and resources at its disposal. It is
clear that the implementation of this new organisation will require understanding, respect, much patience and
good will to manage this transitional period with prudence and wisdom and above all with a vision for the future. Even if there are still so many differences, dialogue will always be the key to tear down the walls of division
and overcome possible challenges or misunderstandings. We should not dwell on trivialities or get hung up on
possible organisational obstacles. We must all, without exception, learn to listen and dialogue in order to grow
together. Who knows how many other things will come up that we will have to decide on? Let us not be afraid,
but let us think of (…) Jesus Christ, which we must manifest in our lives and which we want to make known in
the world today.”
In spite of not knowing yet all the answers, Fr. Milton encouraged the members, on the occasion of the creation
of the new vicariate, to meditate on the questions what will be the specific of this “new entity” in our Society?
What will be the characteristics of the Salvatorian presence in the countries of Western Europe? In response
to these questions, the Superior General pointed out seven characteristics of the future Salvatorian presence
in Western Europe:
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“Firstly. The Salvatorians in the new Vicariate of Europe will certainly be more aware of their identity as members of an international apostolic society. They will necessarily constitute themselves in intercultural communities. This reality will make them understand their vocation and apostolic ministry beyond the boundaries of one
nation, culture, or language. Indeed, Salvatorian interculturality will be visible and lived as a witness to unity
in diversity.

Secondly. The Salvatorians of the new Vicariate in Europe will not limit themselves to repeating what is done
apostolically today, but they will find other forms and initiatives of evangelisation: for example, closeness
to young people, attention to the poorest and migrants, collaboration with the laity.... This is the invitation that
Pope Francis also extends to the Salvatorians to ‘leave their own comfort zone and dare to reach out to all the
peripheries that need the light of the Gospel.’
Thirdly. The Salvatorians of the new Vicariate in Europe will be organised, at least in its beginnings, on the basis
of a process of integration of different generations: young people and adults together. This means that there will be, on the one hand, the treasure of the Salvatorian tradition and, on the other, the freshness of the spirit
of the young scholastics who are preparing for this future that we envisage. As Pope Francis rightly said, ‘There
is no future without this encounter between old and young; there is no growth without roots and no flowering
without new shoots.’
Fourth. The Salvatorians of the new Vicariate in Europe, in the face of the crisis of religious life prevailing on
the continent, will no longer be involved in the maintenance of big works, but will appear equipped with fewer
resources, but with more religious experience. They will be conscious of being “the little flock”, forming small
communities in dialogue and communion with the world, showing in their actions and words that they have
found Jesus Christ.
Fifth. The Salvatorians of the new Vicariate in Europe will necessarily have to direct their energies towards
apostolic collaboration with the laity. As a small number of religious, they will help the Church to present itself
in an increasingly less clericalised model: a truly synodal Church which, following the vision of Blessed Francis
Jordan, promotes the participation of all the baptised through initiatives of missionary collaboration, voluntary
work, and biblical formation.
Sixth. The Salvatorians of the new Vicariate in Europe will no longer be able to evangelise through traditional
means but will have to face the scenario of making Jesus Christ known in a culture of new digital technologies.
They must be able to evangelise and proselytise in the ‘digital continent’, as Pope Benedict XVI called it.
At the same time, they must also create and promote new spaces of closeness between people, communal
exchanges, personal contact, and accompaniment.
Seventh. The Salvatorians of the new Vicariate of Europe will have the privilege and responsibility of caring
for the historic Salvatorian sites associated with Blessed Francis Jordan. They will have the important task
of keeping the memory of our Founder alive, especially in Gurtweil, Rome, Freiburg and Tafers, the crucial
places of his vocational and founding journey. It will be an essential service of the new Vicariate to the Society to help other Salvatorians throughout the world to better understand the meaning of these sources of our
identity and mission.”
After Fr. Milton’s rich speech, in which he also announced the new leadership of the vicariate for one year,
he gave the floor to Fr. Augustin Van Baelen, who led an exchange of comments and ideas from the participants. They expressed their gratitude, their hope, and their firm trust in God that this project will bear many fruits
for the good of the Society and of the Church in this part of the world. We quote one of the older members, who
at over 90 years of age, said the following moving words:
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“I am very happy to be
part of this event and this new unity.
I hope that everything will be
for the good of the Salvatorians.
I appreciate very much the solidarity
between us and I am ready to give my life
for this project to succeed”.
(Fr. Marius Stapfer)
The meeting ended, setting dates for the next chapter sessions, May 11-13 in Rome and the tasks to be done:
informing the members about the present situation of the communities, discussing guidelines for the future
of the vicariate, approving the Statutes, choosing the name of the vicariate, and other practical details. God
bless the members of the new Vicariate and may Blessed Francis Jordan continue to inspire us to follow,
proclaim and serve Jesus the Saviour!

POLISH PROVINCE: CHAPTER
From 14th to 18th February 2022 the Polish Province held their 34th Provincial Chapter in Kraków. The motto
of the chapter: “Blessed Chance” referred to the beatification of our Founder, which brings new opportunities
for our Salvatorian life and apostolic work. There were 67 delegates who gathered from Poland, as well as from
16 other countries where the Province has regions and foundations.
Fr. Milton Zonta presided and preached at the opening Eucharist on 14th February. Then he also gave a conference to the chapter members on the theme “Perspectives for our Mission Today”, followed by a question-andanswer session. Fr. Adam Teneta represented the Generalate at the chapter until its closure on 18th February.

The chapter analysed and discussed the reports and proposals presented by the provincial leadership, as well
as those from the communities and apostolates. This resulted in decisions made with the purpose of fostering
fidelity to our Blessed Founder’s heritage and developing the apostolic mission of the province for the good
of the Society and of the Church.
Chapter members also had the opportunity to tour the construction site of the new building of the Centre for
Spiritual Formation, an apostolate of the province headquartered in Kraków, as well as to take part in the celebration of the centenary of the Society’s house located there.
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TOWARDS THE GENERAL SYNOD
In line with the synodal process, proposed and initiated by Pope Francis with the
whole Church, we too, the members of the
Society of the Divine Saviour, want to hold
the XV General Synod. Through this important event for all Salvatorian religious men
worldwide, we want to reaffirm our deep
desire to follow Jesus, the Divine Saviour,
who is our horizon, the light that illuminates
our journey. He gives meaning to our journey, to our formation, to our community.
He is the essence of our mission.
More than ever, in this year of rejoicing and
thanksgiving for his beatification, we are
moved by the apostolic vision of Blessed
Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan, who serves as a support on our back.
Our vocation is not to walk in isolation or far from reality, but we do it together, with our feet on the ground, feeling called to be witnesses in a missionary Church, an outgoing community, fearless and always on the move,
with our eyes fixed on Him.
The road may not always be completely flat, let alone straight. It has many curves and sometimes deep hollows or even obstacles. However, it gives the walkers wonderful perspectives, opportunities to listen, to reflect,
to share and to move towards Him.
On this shared journey we are called to encourage each other, to hold hands and to lift each other when the
road becomes difficult or heavy, knowing that we are all committed to the Mission of announcing to all peoples
and with appropriate and accessible means, that Jesus is our Saviour. Our initial and ongoing formation will
help us to commit ourselves more and more so that in our apostolate, which becomes tangible in concrete
projects, we serve more and better the people and communities entrusted to us by the Church, the community
called by Him.

Prayer Intentions
- For the suffering people in Ukraine;
- For the Synodal Process of the Church;
- For the Vicariate Chapter in Spain;
- For the displaced families, and in particular women and girls;
- For the confreres who are ill or in crisis;
- For the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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GENERALATE: PREPARATORY MEETING
GENERAL SYNOD WITH FACILITATOR
In the framework of the preparation of the XV General Synod, the team of the Generalate met on 25th
February 2022, with Fr. Paul Smyth CMF, at the
Motherhouse, in Rome. The Generalate has decided to ask Fr. Paul to accompany us during the process of preparation of the XV General Synod and
its sessions as a facilitator. Fr. Paul is a Claretian
from the United Kingdom. He has lived and worked
in Guatemala, in the UK and was a member of the
Generalate of the Claretian Missionaries from 2009
until 2015. At present, he works as a parish priest
in Hayes (UK). He is the Regional Superior of the
Claretian Missionaries in the Province of Fatima in
the UK and Ireland, the President of the Conference
of Religious of England and Wales and the President of Solidarity with Sudan. He speaks fluently,
(Queen’s English!) and Spanish.
The first session was meant to introduce Fr. Paul to
the Generalate and to give him a general oversight
of the present situation of the Society. A to-do list
was compiled as well as a draft of the agenda for
the General Synod.

GENERALATE: DIRECTORS OF THE MISSION PROCURAS
The annual meeting of the directors of the mission procuras was held at the Motherhouse in Rome on
22 February 2022. It was only after two years that the members were able to come together face-to-face. Most
of the participants were able to be physically present at the meeting while a few others participated through an
online platform. The Superior General, some of the general consultors, as well as the General Treasurer, and
directors and representatives from various Salvatorian procuras were present during the meeting. The meeting
was co-ordinated by the General Mission Secretory, Br. Joby Philip.
Fr. Milton addressed the participants and shared various developments and challenges in the Society especially
in the last one year. He underlined the past and continuing impact of the pandemic in our apostolic activities.
He also thanked the efforts of the General Mission Secretary and all the mission procuras for their continuous
support and commitment to the Salvatorian missions around the world.
Brother Joby presented a mission report comprising of various activities, new projects, the current and upcoming developments in different Salvatorian mission units across the world. The mission procurators shared
some of the challenges to their activities in the post pandemic era. One of the common developments across all
the procuras has been the rapid adaptation and frequent use of modern technology for communication. Participants also discussed the financial reports of the mission procuras and the mission units.
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One of the important tasks of the directors of the mission procuras meeting is to study the ordinary budget support for our mission units. As anticipated, the impact of the pandemic continues to affect the contribution to the
mission budget for the last two consecutive years. One of the major challenges has been the loss of the rental
income from the Motherhouse’ hotel due to the pandemic, which constitutes a major share of contribution to the
mission budget. To be exact, a year before the pandemic in 2020, the total contribution to the mission budget
was 1,396,212 Euro but in 2022 the total income of the mission budget was reduced to 1,007,000 euro while the
total requested mission budget in the current year amounts to 1,566,696 euro. The participants agreed to allocate an equal amount of budget support across all the four larger mission units of the Society. The East Asian
Mission Vicariate, however, was given a smaller extra support on top of the basic allocation due to its lack of
local income. The budget distribution to the remaining smaller units was allocated proportionately based on last
years’ approved mission budget and the actual expenses. The mission budget supports the Salvatorian mission
operations in thirteen different countries in 2022.
The General Mission Secretary concluded the meeting stating that “we agree that our capacity to support the
total requested mission budget of the units has been limited nonetheless we are sure that the available income
can sustain the major operations of the mission units which requires external financial support such as the initial
formation. Crises can also remind ourselves of the new possibilities to sustain our mission which were never
considered earlier.”
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AUSTRIAN PRO-PROVINCE: CHAPTER
During the days between 27 February and 2 March, the members of the Austrian Pro-Province gathered in
Laab im Walde, near to Vienna, to hold their chapter that had to be postponed 3 times because of the pandemic. Apart from the capitulars, also the Provincial Superior from Belgium, Fr. Michel Coppin, the Provincial
Superior from Germany, Fr. Friedrich Emde, the Superior from the new vicariate in Europe, Fr. Piet Cuijpers and
Fr. Agustín Van Baelen who represented the Generalate, were present.

The first day of the Chapter started with different inputs that helped the capitulars to reflect on the present situation of the church, of the Society, and especially of the Salvatorian units in Western Europe. The main speaker
was Sr. Christine Rod MC, the Secretary General of Religious Communities in Austria. She focussed on the
Synodal Process in the Church, while Fr. Peter van Meijl gave the confreres an insight into the historical developments of structures regarding government and formation in the Society and the arena of tension between internationality and nationality. The Provincials from Germany and Belgium explained in a very realistic and sober
way the present situation of their units and Fr. Piet Cuijpers presented the masterplan for the future presence
of the Salvatorians in Western Europe, which is the result of the study-work of the Commission that was called
into life by the Generalate on the request of the XIX General Chapter, held in 2018. In a last talk, Fr. Agustín addressed the capitulars regarding the developments at present at international level in the Society. The different
inputs made the participants conclude that we are together on the way and to make sure we can move forward,
we should not get bogged down in details, we should not get stuck in structures as we know them and feel comfortable with them. Let us be open to learning, take initiatives and have the courage to revise them. It is not a
shame to have to correct - it is a shame if nothing is done or if we just watch. In this atmosphere, the confreres
elected their Provincial Superior and his Council, as well as the Finance Commission.
Furthermore, the confreres dedicated a significant part of the time to the revision and adaptations of the Statutes and of course to the reports of the Provincial, administration and finances, and the different communities.
One of the main decisions was about the change of the status of the Salvatorian presence in Romania, which
will not be a region anymore, but a community of the Austrian Pro-Province.
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At present, the Austrian Pro-Province has 23 members: 22 perpetually professed and 1 scholastic. 7 members are below 60 years of age, and 16 confreres are over 60. One member lives and works in the East Asian
Mission Vicariate in the Philippines, one studies and lives in Rome, 6 live in Romania and 15 in Austria. Apart
from the Austrians (16), the Unit members come from Romania (5), the Netherlands (1), and Tanzania (1). The
Pro-Province consists of 4 communities: Mistelbach, St. Michael, Margarethen am Moos, in Austria, and Timisoara, in Romania. At apostolic level, our confreres who are not completely retired, are mainly involved in pastoral care in parishes and health care. The Pro-Province has made a huge effort, making completely available
one confrere for vocation promotion, especially for Romania. Apart from these activities a lot of energy is put in
research and publications about Salvatorian history. Together with lay professionals, the Pro-Province works on
publicity and making known the Salvatorians in Austria and they make their sense of solidarity tangible through
the Office for Missions and their support for international Salvatorian and social projects.

SorDS - SDS: JOINT LEADERSHIP MEETING

On 4 March 2022, a zoom meeting took place between the leadership of the Congregation of the Sisters of the
Divine Saviour and that of our Society. This time internationality was more than ever visible, due to the fact that
participants logged in from Colombia, India, USA, and Rome of course. The meeting itself started with prayer
and words of warm welcome by the Superior General of our Sisters, Sr. María Yaneth Moreno who proposed
Fr. Agustín Van Baelen to chair the meeting. As usual, both branches of religious men and women of the Salvatorian Family shared information about developments and processes they are going through. The Sisters
reported about the general visitations done to the Holy Land, Tanzania and Kenya and shared the impressive
apostolates that are done by the members of the Congregation. From the part of the Society, three main topics were put on the agenda: the Foundations of new Mission Units in Sri Lanka and Vietnam, the report on
the meeting of the Directors of the Mission Procuras, and a sharing of information about the preparations for
the XV General Synod. Furthermore, the question was asked about cooperation between the branches of the
Salvatorian Family, at different levels, especially now we are entering into the post-pandemic era. It was good
to see how productive the International Joint Commissions in this Year of Thanksgiving for the Beatification of
the Founder have been. Meetings like this are always very encouraging and make clear that the more we work
together, the further we will reach on the path that was started by our Founder, Bl. Francis Jordan.
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EAST ASIAN MISSION VICARIATE: CHAPTER
The members of the East Asian Missionary Vicariate held their 6th Vicariate Chapter from 8 until 10 March 2022
at the newly built novitiate house in Balubad-Silang, Philippines. Twelve capitulars attended. Fr. Adam Teneta
represented the Generalate. The opening Eucharist on 8th March was presided over by Fr. Adam Janus, the
outgoing vicariate superior.

Chapter members dedicated their time to discussing implementation of the decisions of the previous chapter,
which resulted in some new enactments, and undertook reflection on the response to the questionnaire in preparation for the General Synod. They also reviewed and amended the Long-Term Plan for the EAMV, discussed
the vicariate financial situation and elected the members of the Vicariate Finance Commission.
The Generalate asked the current vicariate leadership to continue their ministry until a new team is appointed
by the Superior General within a couple of months.
At present, the East Asian Missionary Vicariate has 22 perpetually professed members (20 fathers, one deacon
and one scholastic) and 15 temporary professed members. There are 16 theology students, among them 8 from
the Vietnam Mission. One member studies theology in Rome and one in Madrid. Among five novices there are
two from East Timor and three from Vietnam. There are 22 candidates studying philosophy in the Philippines
plus 8 candidates studying English online from their respective countries. Representatives of ten countries live,
work and study within the structure of the EAMV: Philippines, Poland, Germany, Austria, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, East Timor, India, and Sri Lanka.
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INDIAN MISSION VICARIATE: CHAPTER
The fourth Indian Mission Vicariate Chapter was held in Bangalore from 11-15 March 2022. Besides 18 members of the vicariate, on behalf of the Generalate, Fr. Milton Zonta and Fr. Sunil Thomas have participated in the
chapter. The theme of the Chapter was “Communion for Mission”. The Chapter was officially opened with the
Eucharistic celebration presided over by Fr. Milton. At the beginning of the chapter, some input was given on
the theme by Fr. T. Lourd Swamy, professor of canon law, which helped the chapter members to reflect on different topics dealt with during the chapter itself . After the initial procedures Fr. Milton addressed the capitulars
and gave a short explanation regarding the developments in our Society and thanked the members for their
cooperation and support. There was an evaluation on the execution of the decisions of the third vicariate chapter, and the document called “Together for Mission”, a strategic development plan of the vicariate, which was
developed under the guidance of the General Mission Secretary among the members of the Vicariate, and in
collaboration with the Generalate. The chapter also revised the statutes and the formation program and made
the necessary adaptations, and many decisions were taken for the growth of the IMV reflecting and touching all
the aspects of religious life, especially vocation promotion, initial and continuing formation, spiritual and community life, pastoral thrust through apostolate and expansion. During the last term, many steps were taken to
strengthen the existing apostolates, and new mission stations and apostolates were initiated. In the next term
of office, there are clear plans and projects for the development of the Salvatorian presence in one the world’s
biggest countries.

At present, there are 47 professed members among which 4 are scholastics. There are also 7 novices
and 55 candidates in the vicariate. The average age of the members of the vicariate is 36. The vicariate cooperates generously with the generalate in supplying members for different missions. With this project, 5 members work outside of India. 3 are living in Rome from which 2 are serving at the generalate and 1 is studying.
Furthermore, 1 confrere works in the Salvatorian Mission in Surinam, 1 is working and studying in the East
Asian Mission Vicariate and since a few months 1 confrere is working in our Mission in Mexico. The Indian
Mission Vicariate consists of 10 communities with different apostolates which include schools, parishes, social
service centres and initial formation. The confreres are trying their best to exercise the charism of our Founder
and make known Jesus the Saviour through different apostolic fields.
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Visits
SLOVAKIA - CANONICAL VISITATION

The canonical visitation of the Slovakian foundation of the Polish Province was conducted from 8 until
11 January 2022 by Fr. Adam Teneta and Fr. Sunil Thomas on behalf of the Superior General. This foundation
is composed of 4 members with 3 in active ministry and 1 retired. The unit is organized in community life with
appointed leadership teams. The main form of apostolate of the Unit is parish ministry and service at the nursing
home and hospital. Our confreres also frequently conduct spiritual retreats and other forms of spiritual ministry.
The visitators were able to present the overall development of the Society and enter into a meaningful discussion with our confreres. They also met Most Rev. Peter Beňo, Auxiliary Bishop of Nitra who said he was very
happy with the apostolic work that Salvatorians have realized in the past and still are doing.
On behalf of the General Superior, we thank the foundation for welcoming the visitators during the visitation,
creating opportunities for them to observe, to share, to listen and to speak with the different confreres and people
they have met.
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HUNGARY - CANONICAL VISITATION
Fr. Sunil Thomas and Fr. Adam Teneta conducted the canonical visitation
of the Hungarian foundation of the Polish province between 11 and 13 January
2022. There are 3 confreres in this foundation serving the local church. Our
confreres are assigned to three different parishes, and they come together
often to share Salvatorian life. They also cooperate with Salvatorian Sisters
and Lay Salvatorians in this matter. Apart from parish ministry they are also
involved in other forms of pastoral ministry: catechesis, organizing international walking pilgrimages and active cooperation with the Missionary Volunteer
Center “Salvator” from Poland.
The visitators had the opportunity to meet Most Rev. Marton Zsolt, Bishop
of Vác who expressed his appreciation for what the Salvatorians are doing in
his diocese. They were also able to visit all three parishes where our confreres
are developing their apostolates, and an encounter with the Lay Salvatorians.
On behalf of Fr. Milton Zonta, the Superior General, we would like to express
our profound gratitude for the generous welcome you have shown to visitators.

KENYA - VISIT TO THE MISSION

The two General Secretaries, responsible for the Missions and for Formation, Br. Joby Philip and Fr. Krzysztof
Gasperowicz paid a brief visit to the Salvatorian Kenyan mission in Kipkaren (Eldoret) from 3 until 6 March
during their onward journey towards Jinja, Uganda. It has been a much-awaited visit as no one from the Generalate was able to visit the young Kenyan mission for the last two years due to the pandemic. Currently, five
Salvatorians are engaged in two different apostolates, namely a parish and schools. The visitors were hosted
very cordially by the Salvatorian community in Kenya. There has been a lot of development in the mission in
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the last two years such as the opening of a new secondary school on 21 July 2021, the construction of new
dormitories for the boarding school, procurement of a school bus, installation of a new water purification system,
completion of new ablution blocks for the school as well as a new Salvatorian community house being constructed which would eventually become the minor seminary for the vocations from Kenya and Uganda. They
visited the Salvatorian community house which is under construction in Eldoret as well as interreacted with the
teachers of the Mater Salvatoris schools but could not meet with the students as they were in their summer
break. The Salvatorian primary and secondary schools receive a growing number of new enrolments each year
and has been officially recognized by the Ministry of Education recently.

UGANDA - FIRST VISIT IN THE FRAME OF A NEW FOUNDATION

The Generalate was in contact with the diocese of Jinja regarding the possibility of establishing a new Salvatorian foundation in Uganda. A proposed visit to Jinja diocese to formally study this possibility had to be postponed several times due to the pandemic. Jinja is a town in southern Uganda located on the shore of Lake Victoria
and the source of the river Nile is conveniently located less than 250 km away from the Salvatorian mission in
Kipkaren, Kenya. Br. Joby Philip and Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz, together with Fr. Justin Tesha, the co-ordinator
of the Kenyan mission, visited Jinja from 7 until 9 March 2022. They had a formal meeting with Rev. Charles Martin Wamika, the bishop of Jinja diocese who was joined with Fr. Paul Okello Wamndera, the diocesan
chancellor and Fr. Oswald Nkyanungi CSC, the diocesan vicar for religious. The bishop was very cordial to the
visitors and warmly welcomed the Salvatorians to establish Society’s first Ugandan foundation in his Diocese.
The diocesan chancellor was very hospitable to receive as well as to take them to a few mission centres to give
a brief impression of the Jinja diocese. The Generalate will engage in further discussions and study to discern
the scope of establishing the Society’s first foundation in Uganda.
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Appointments and confirmations
AUSTRIAN PRO-PROVINCE: PROVINCIALATE

The Superior General has confirmed the re-election of Fr. Josef Wonisch as the Pro-Provincial Superior of
Austria. After having obtained the two third majority, Fr. Joseph will serve for a third mandate. He will be assisted by Fr. Leo Thenner (Vicar Provincial), Fr. Marton Gal (provincial consultor), Fr. Franz Tree (provincial
consultor), and Fr. Salvator Mselle (provincial consultor). Fr. Erhard Rauch was elected by the chapter as
the Provincial Treasurer. The Generalate thanks the leadership for their willingness to take on this important
service and wishes all the members the presence of God´s friendly Light and Joy. The term of office will start
from the Feast of St. Joseph, 19 March 2022.

CONGO - TSHABULA: RECTOR OF SCHOLASTICS
As defined in article 7.35 q of the General Directory of the Society of the Divine
Saviour, our Superior General has appointed after consultation with the superiors involved and with the consent of the General Council, Fr. Alphonse
Mav Mwana, as the rector of the International Formation House “Salvator” at
Tshabula for a term of office of three years, starting from 11 February 2022.
Fr. Alphonse is Congolese, 44 years old of age, and is a Salvatorian since
2002, and a priest since 2010. The newly appointed rector has a longstanding experience in formation, having been prefect of postulants, vice novice
master, novice master and president of the Provincial Commission of Ongoing Formation. We wish Fr. Alphonse and the formation team the assistance
of the Holy Spirit in the accompaniment of our 45 scholastics.
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NEW VICARIATE: LEADERSHIP
The Superior General, with the
consent of the General Council,
in accord with article 736 § b of
the Constitutions of the Society of
the Divine Saviour, has appointed
Fr. Piet Cuijpers as the Superior
of the New Vicariate that was created on 8 December 2021 for a term
of office of one year. Furthermore,
following the same criteria, Fr. Milton
has appointed Fr. Daniele Cicirella
as the Vicar Superior of the Vicariate and Fr. David (Wiesław) Stempak as a consultor and unit treasurer. The Generalate wishes that the
Spirit of Wisdom and Patience may accompany these three confreres in their service.

POLISH PROVINCE: PROVINCIALATE
Fr. Józef Figiel had been re-elected already in 2021 by the members of the Polish Province and confirmed
by the Superior General for another term of office as the Provincial Superior. Nevertheless, because of the
Covid pandemic, the Provincial Chapter had to be postponed. Being the body that elects the council members,
the Polish Province had to wait for these elections until the Chapter could meet. During the Chapter, that took
place from 14 until 18 February, Fr. Tomasz Raćkos was elected as the Vicar Provincial, Fr. Leszek Kopiec as provincial consultor and treasurer, Fr. Adam Ziółkowski as provincial consultor and secretary,
Fr. Mirosław Stanek as provincial consultor and in charge for apostolates, and Fr. Sławomir Soczyński
as provincial consultor and responsible for formation. The mandate of the new Provincialate will begin on the
namesday of the Provincial Superior, 19 March 2022. We wish the new team much success in their service.
May God bless them and the entire Polish Province.
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INDIAN MISSION VICARIATE: LEADERSHIP
Under the guidance of the Generalate,
all the members of the Indian Mission
Vicariate were consulted digitally regarding the leadership for the next term
of office. Considering the results of that
consultation and with the consent of the
General Council, the Superior General,
Fr. Milton Zonta, has appointed Fr. Alex
Aseervatham another mandate as
the Superior of the Vicariate, starting from 1 April 2022 until 31 March
2025. He will be assisted by Fr. Benny
Valiyaveettil, Vicar Superior, Fr. Lessmon Nongtdu, Consultor and Secretary, and Fr. Chinnaiah Bellamkonda,
Consultor and Unit Treasurer. May the members of the leadership team, together with all the confreres of the
Indian Mission Vicariate, contribute significantly to the growth of the unit! We assure them of our prayers!

From
Blessed Francis Jordan

“True humility
is the key to heaven´s
treasury of grace”.
SD I/5
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Congratulations
FIRST VOWS
Brazilian Province

Four novices professed their first vows in the Society in the Brazilian Province on Saturday 5 February 2022
during a solemn Eucharist in the Saint Antonio Church at Sao José dos Pinhais in the city of Curitiba, Brazil,
Cl. Fabiano Maffi, Cl. Jocimar Cosa Rosa, Cl. Leonardo dos Santos Raimundo and Cl. Emiliano Manuel Alvarez
Rodríguez, who is the first Uruguayan Salvatorian! On behalf of the Generalate, we welcome heartily these new
confreres and wish them a good start to their Theology studies., in Sao Paulo and Madrid, respectively.

Vicariate Venezuela
After having finished the novitiate in Manizales, Colombia,
Cl. Jorge José Chirinos Duno professed his first vows in the
Society through the Venezuelan Vicariate. Because of practical reasons, he made his first profession on 5 February
2022 in the Saint Antonio Church at Sao José dos Pinhais
in the city of Curitiba, Brazil. May the spirit of perseverance
and dedication accompany him.
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ORDINATIONS - DIACONATE

Tanzania Missionary Pro-Province
On 19 March 2022, our confrere Michael Regnatus Henerico,
who is originally from Tanzania, but studying and living in the
community of the International Formation House “Doze Apostoles” in Sao Paulo, Brazil to become a missionary in Mozambique, was ordained a deacon. The celebration was presided
over by Rev. Ángelo Ademir Mezzari, RCJ, Auxiliary Bishop
of the Archdiocese of Sao Paulo and took place at the church
of the Salvatorian Parish in Moema, dedicated to Our Lady of
Aparecida. We pray that the recently ordained deacon may
continuously grow in availability with an open spirit for service.

ORDINATIONS - PRIESTHOOD

Indian Mission Vicariate
On 5 February 2022 Most Rev. Thomasappa Anthony Swamy,
Bishop of Chikmagalur, ordained to the priesthood our confrere
Sigeon Pradeep at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in Mariapura,
Archdiocese of Bangalore. We wish the newly ordained confrere the Joy of the Gospel and the spirit of service.
Congratulations!
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Our departed Confreres
We pray for our deceased confreres:
Fr. Peter Preston was born on 8 September 1934, grew up in North Harrow Parish
and attended the Salvatorian College. Like several youngsters in the College in
his era, he felt the desire to become a priest. After discernment, in 1951 Peter
went to the Novitiate in Chester. He professed his first vows in the Society of the
Divine Saviour through the British Province on 8 September 1952. After having
finished his studies of Philosophy and Theology, he was ordained a priest on the
Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, on 29 June 1958. After his ordination, there being
a great need for teachers in the Salvatorian College, Fr. Peter was sent to Strawberry Hill Teacher Training College for a short period to take courses in physical education, something that he excelled at. He soon returned to
Wealdstone and took up the position of physical and religious education. In the period between 1976 and 1982,
Fr. Peter was appointed Vocations Director. He helped a lot with the setup of a common and shared vocation
promotion, together with other religious orders, leading school retreats based on the theme of vocation in life
led by a group of several vocation directors of different congregations. After six years as Vocations Director,
Fr. Peter was assigned in 1982 as parish priest in Thornbury, Gloucestershire, and in 1987, he was transferred
to Salvatorian parish in Wealdstone, which is among the larger parishes in the Diocese of Westminster. In 2005,
Fr. Peter was elected Provincial Superior and carried out that ministry for six years. Later in life he had a stroke,
and his walking was seriously impaired. He had by then more or less retired and was living at Rosary Priory as
chaplain to the Dominican Sisters. Father Peter died on 14 January 2022 at Northwick Park Hospital, Harrow
London. He was 87 years old of age and had been a Salvatorian for 69 years.
Fr. Thomas (Aquinas) Novak was born on 16 December 1932 in Antigo, Wisconsin (USA). He enrolled in Salvatorian Seminary, in St. Nazianz, where he became
acquainted with the Salvatorians. After finishing the sixth year of minor seminary, he entered the Society´s Novitiate in Menomee, Michigan, where he made
his first profession of vows on 8 September 1953. He completed his studies for
the priesthood at Divine Saviour Seminary in Lanham, Maryland, and Catholic
University in Washington. He was ordained a priest in the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in DC on 6 June 1959. A gifted student, Fr. Thomas would later attend Loyola University in
Chicago, Illinois, and Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, receiving a Master´s Degree in Education
and a Doctoral Degree in Psychology and Counselling. Fr. Thomas was mainly active in the field of teaching and
research. He taught at several high schools and universities in the USA, and in the Society, he served in the field
of initial formation as Novice Master for the British Province (1988), as Assistant Novice Master, Director of
Candidates and Rector of Scholastics in the USA, and helping in Formation in Bangalore, India (1995) and in the
Philippines in 2001. Fr. Thomas was in different terms of office in the Provincial Council of the USA Province and
on the General Chapter in 1981. He was elected to the Generalate of the Society and served in Rome as General
Councilor and Secretary General until 1987. His love for Blessed Francis Jordan, the Society and the Salvatorian
Charism, he expressed clearly by his research and many publications about the Founder. Following two strokes
in 2015, Fr. Thomas began living in the Health Center of Alexian Village. Infected by pneumonia, he peacefully
died on 29 January 2022 in the hospice of Columbia-St. Mary´s. He was 89 years old of age and had been a
Salvatorian for 68 years.
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SDS Varia
UKRAINE: SALVATORIANS INVOLVED IN PASTORAL CARE IN TIMES OF WAR

Poland is a neighbour of Ukraine and has been actively involved in helping Ukrainians from the very beginning
of the conflict. Poland has accepted the largest number of war refugees and it is a very difficult task. The Polish
Province of the Salvatorians is also committed to helping those in need.
At present, there are five Polish Salvatorians working in Ukraine. Fr. Tomasz Koza and Fr. Stanisław Jarosiewicz
work in south-west of Ukraine. The situation in that region is safe and there is no warfare in the surrounding
regions. Fr. Damian Pankowiak and Fr. Antoni Zięba work near Lviv. It is the most important and strategic city
in Western Ukraine that is why there is real danger that sooner or later the warfare may start there. Few times
a day there are anti-aircraft alarms in the region and citizens have to hide in underground shelters. Our confreres who work there do not want to leave their places and they take concrete actions to help the victims. Salvatorian parish rectory in Berezdivci accepted 2 families
from Eastern Ukraine who ran away from war. Our
parish in Berezdivci is also a place of distribution the
humanitarian and medical aid and a place of every
possible support for the victims. The parishioners are
deeply involved in all these actions as well as war refugees who live there. Fr. Stanisław Murawski works
in Krasnosilka in the outskirts of Odessa in Southern
Ukraine. The situation there is very dangerous. Hostilities and artillery fire are constantly happening. Fierce fighting for Mikolaiv, about 100 kilometers East
from Odessa is underway. Shots and explosions
are well heard in Krasnosilka, however Fr. Stanisław
is not going to leave his parishioners.
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From the very beginning of war in Ukraine, the Salvatorians have actively supported Ukrainians. On the first day
of war the Provincial Superior sent a special letter to all members of the Province. Most of all, he encouraged
them to pray and fast for peace and for the Ukrainian nation. He also encourages Polish Salvatorians to engage
in any kind of aid for the refugees and citizens of Ukraine. Our confreres have taken very concrete actions.
Many Salvatorian communities replied positively to this appeal. Our Salvatorian house in Bagno is prepared
and is waiting to welcome 5 families of Ukrainian refugees (20 persons). Salvatorian novices from Bagno are
working in the railway station in Wrocław preparing humanitarian aid which is sent with trains to Ukraine. In Salvatorian parishes in the whole country there is fundraising and the collection of humanitarian and medical aid for
the Ukrainians. Our parish in Bielsko-Biała delivered a power generator to Fr. Damian Pankowiak in our parish
in Berezdivci near Lviv. Next week our confrere, Fr. Rafał Chwałkowski, will go there by truck and deliver humanitarian aid collected in Salvatorian parishes in Trzebnica and Oborniki Śląskie. We created dedicated bank accounts, so the confreres from Poland and those working abroad willingly send money, which is then sent to the
Salvatorians working in Ukraine. Our volunteers from the Missionary Volunteer Center “Salvator” are helping in
logistic centers in Poland to segregate and distribute further humanitarian aid for Ukraine. They also work by the
Polish-Ukrainian border helping newly arrived refugees from Ukraine: they provide them with hot meals, warm
clothes and give them a general understanding of the situation in Poland.

Fr. Wojciech Porada was appointed a Coordinator for Aid to Ukraine. In the name of Polish Provincialate,
Fr. Wojciech supervises all supporting actions for war refugees, citizens of Ukraine and our confreres who
work there.
In this very difficult situation, our Salvatorian confreres working in Ukraine would like to thank all Salvatorians all
around the globe for their support and any kind of aid for the Ukrainian nation. Most of all, they ask all confreres
to pray for them and for peace in Ukraine.
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If any Unit, confrere or friend would like to support financially the people with whom
our confreres work in Ukraine, they can use the following accounts:
SALWATORIAŃSKI REFERAT MISJI ZAGRANICZNYCH
(SALVATORIAN FOREIGN MISSION OFFICE)
Swift (BIC): INGBPLPW
PLN 18 1050 1634 1000 0007 0179 2509
USD 89 1050 1634 1000 0023 1240 9010
EUR 44 1050 1634 1000 0090 6617 9350
In the title of the transfer please mention: HELP FOR UKRAINE.
The Generalate encourages all to get involved in actions of help, prayer, and charity.

MADAGASCAR: LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE FIRST
SALVATORIAN HOUSE
Sunday, 27 February 2022 will
be kept in the minds of the Salvatorians present at the biggest
island of Africa, Madagascar, as a
historical day, a real milestone in
the Salvatorian history, because
on this day, the foundation stone
of the new Salvatorian Formation
House in Antananarivo was laid.
The event took place in the frame of a Eucharistic celebration,
presided over by Most Rev. Odon
Marie Arsène Razanakolona,
Archbishop of Antananarivo.
Surrounded by a rather small group of people selected in
advance,( including the Sisters
of the Congregation of Divine Providence, some teachers from our formation house, neighbours from Alasora,
the main engineer, a representative of the masons, and of course Fr. Jean Bosco Kanund and the 20 candidates), Monsignor Odon, in his word of thanks to the Salvatorians, evoked the Salvatorian dynamism that he had
observed in Rome, during the meetings of the OPM, and he still observed it today in Madagascar. According
to him, this house will serve first of all for the formation of the young Salvatorians, but then the Christians of the
diocese will also benefit from it through different spiritual formation sessions and courses that will be taught.
He ended with a request that the house be open to all for retreats and recollection.
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At this point, on behalf of the Generalate, we want to express our gratitude for their work, perseverance, and
commitment, to Fr. Jean Bosco Kanund and the candidates that live in Antananarivo, as well as the General
Mission Secretary, who has been in continuous touch to find the needed money for the purchase of the plot
and the construction of the house. Thanks goes also to the Polish Mission Procura which has been financially
supportive since many years contributing the needed resources to make initial development possible.

INAUGURATION OF SSAFE- SALVATORIAN SYSTEM FOR ACCOUNTING
AND FINANCIAL EFFICIENCY
The Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta inaugurated SSAFE- Salvatorian System for Accounting and Financial
Efficiency during the annual mission procurators meeting held on 22 February 2022 in Rome. This is a project
undertaken by the General Mission Secretariat, at the request of the Generalate to support the implementation
of a unified financial management system across all Salvatorian mission units using the accounting software
called QuickBooks. The project involves defining a common chart of account that is applicable to all the mission
units, developing a training module to teach the unit treasurers the use of this accounting tool as well as providing
constant support and regular monitoring to the unit treasurers to accurately implement this accounting system.

During the first phase of this project implementation, the Generalate aims to roll out this project among those
Salvatorian mission units that do not yet follow any formally recognised accounting system. The project is already in the process, and it has taken the help of a private consultancy firm in Rome to study the financial operations of these mission units to define a common chart of account. The project receives partial financial support
by Misean Cara for a duration of three years.
We hope that the project will help to improve the financial management system in the missionary units as well
as have better co-ordination of the generalate and the mission units regarding financial matters. It will also lead
to increased financial transparency and effectiveness through real time check-and-balance and thus supporting
the financial self-sufficiency of the mission units.
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SPIRITUAL DIARY OF BLESSED FRANCIS JORDAN IN SWAHILI
The Swahili version of the Spiritual Diary (Shajara ya Kiroho) was published by the Society at the beginning of
The Year of the Blessed Francis Jordan. It is a translation of the Spiritual Diary 1875-1918 New English Edition,
Network Printers, Milwaukee, 2011, done by Fr. Sayon Deogratias Rukurugu. The idea to translate into Swahili
the Spiritual Diary was one of the ways Fr. Sayon thought to contribute to the development of Blessed Francis
Jordan’s charism and spirituality in the world of the Swahili-speaking people. Fr. Sayon has defended his Doctoral Thesis in the field of Liturgy, last January, at the Pontifical University San Anselmo in Rome. In the next weeks he is going planning to go back to Tanzania, to serve as a professor at Jordan University College in Tanzania.
The General Secretariat asked Fr. Sayon to share his experiences while translating the Founders Spiritual Diary
with the readers of Informationes:
“The work started in January 2020, at the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic. In this period, everybody used most of
their time to stay at home. Despite the many worries about the
pandemic, this period was very productive, socially, spiritually,
and even academically. From the social point of view, it increased the availability of all members to the community activities.
We learned more important aspects of community life and the
spirit to dedicate ourselves to the well-being of others.

I profited from this situation to translate the English version of
Spiritual Diary 1875-1918 into Swahili. While translating, I could
taste the profound spirituality of the Founder. The work increased my love for our Beloved Founder, Blessed
Francis Jordan, and his Spiritual Diary. It consoled and gave me hope that under the shadow of the Cross
everything is possible, and therefore, even with the pandemic too. I came to realize that one of the means
to preserve our spirituality and identity as Salvatorians is to develop a constant meditation of the words of our
Founder and especially those coming directly from his writings, that is, the Spiritual Diary. I hope, this translation
will help many Salvatorians (religious and laypeople), and all people of goodwill from the Swahili-speaking countries to deepen their knowledge about the spiritual journey of our Founder. Feeding on the words of our Founder will always help us to live and complete the mission of the Society in the contemporary world and achieve
his dreams. Also, it will assure us not only ofthe preservation of our charism but also fidelity to his spirituality,
and constancy in our life and mission.
Apart from the words of our Founder, the Spiritual Diary (Shajara ya Kiroho) provides us with introductions
to several parts of the four Books. These areas lay a solid ground for us to understand why the Founder wrote
particular words in such a specific period. By reading these areas one will know the context and motive behind
the Founder to write down his thoughtsMy opinion is that let us develop in ourselves a tendency of reading not
only the Spiritual Diary (Shajara ya Kiroho) of our Founder but also many other Salvatorian sources of information. This tendency will contribute much to deepen our understanding of the spirit of our Founder and the
Charism of the Society.
Nonetheless, I could not complete this work without support from my fellow Salvatorians. So, I would like to thank
everyone who contributed to this project but especially, the Superior General and his Council, the Salvatorian
Family (Joint Leadership Group – JLG) in the USA, and the International Salvatorian Formation Community
Mater Salvatoris, Tor de Cenci. May the good Lord bless and keep you.”
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CELEBRATIONS - THANKSGIVING BLESSED FRANCIS JORDAN
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the celebrations in thanksgiving for the Beatification our Founder that were planned straight after the celebration in Gurtweil, Tafers
and Freiburg, were postponed to July 2022. In some regions, the pandemic is
still present, but the commissions in charge were contacted and they are already
preparing the different celebrations in those places which are of especial meaning
in the framework of the life of Blessed Francis Jordan.
Saturday 16 July at 5:30 pm in Tafers, the village were Bl. Francis Jordan died.
For further practical information please contact Fr. David (Wieslaw) Stempak SDS – wies@me.com
Sunday 17 July at 11:30 am in Gurtweil, the village where Bl. Francis Jordan was born.
The Eucharist will be presided over by Rev. Peter Birkhofer, auxiliary bishop of Freiburg.
For further practical information you might contact: Fr. Peter Daubner SDS: gurtweil@salvatorianer.de
Thursday 21 July at 6:30 pm in Freiburg Minster, the cathedral of Blessed Francis Jordan’s home diocese.
The Pontifical Mass will be presided over by Rev. Stephan Burger, Archbishop of Freiburg and Metropolitan
Bishop of the Ecclesiastical Province of Freiburg.
For further information please contact Fr. Friedrich Emde SDS: friedrich.emde@salvatorianer.de
The members of the General Synod will participate on the celebrations, but it is evident that all members of the
Salvatorian Family, friends, relatives, parishioners, in short, are heartily invited to participate on the celebrations.
For more information, please contact the local confreres, as indicated above.

Travelling to Rome
Confreres who need a visa to enter Italy or to visit the Motherhouse are asked to directly contact the
superior of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest rooms and make other arrangements. He can be
reached at:
E-mail: motherhouse@mailsds.org
Please be advised that because of the planned papal celebrations and audiences, we might be unable
to meet you at or take you to the airport. There are often obstacles placed,
especially on Sunday and Wednesday. Thank you for your understanding.
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