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Dear confreres,

Exactly one week ago, our Society finished its XV General Synod that took place from 10 until 24 July in Montet, near 
to Fribourg in Switzerland. Members, observers and periti gathered for this important event for our Society, evalu-
ating the present situation of the Society at all levels, always taking the decisions of the last general chapter, held in 
Sankt Ottilien as starting point. Fr. Paul Smyth, a Claretian, facilitated the Synod in a dynamic way, so that the matters 
could be handled in a smoothly. His experience at international level, having been a member of the CMF-generalate, 
made it easy to him to understand the dynamics in our Society. Apart from all the mentioned people, we should not 
forget the assistance of 
the two translators, the 
technical and recording 
staff as well as those re-
sponsible for logistics. All 
of them made this event 
became really important 
and significant.

Two sisters from the Gen-
eralate of the Congrega-
tion of the Divine Saviour 
joined us for one day and 
to symbolise our unity as a Salvatorian Family, we are branches of the same tree. In that sense also the Superior 
General of the Sisters and the President of the International Community of the Divine Saviour (Lay-Salvatorians) 
sent a message, expressing their closeness to the Society and their continuous prayers for the good of the event.

The reason that the General Synod took place at Montet, was the nearness to the places which have been of big 
importance for the life of Blessed Francis Jordan: his birthplace (Gurtweil), the place where he was ordained a 
priest (Sankt Peter / Freiburg im Breisgau) and the place where he died (Tafers). At all three places, on the 16th, 
17th and 21st of July, pontifical celebrations took place in the framework of the conclusion of the Year of Thanksgiv-
ing for the Beatification of the Founder. The multicultural presence of the members of the General Synod converted 
the well-prepared celebrations into real Salvatorian events.

The General Synod is a somewhat consultative body, where a lot of information regarding the Society is shared. 
Only two decisions have to be made, according to our Constitutions. First, the approval of the biennial financial 
plan and the contributions of the units to the Generalate, which was not a problem at all after the clear explana-
tions of the General Treasurer. The second decision that was made, is about the place and the date of the next 
General Chapter. The XV General Synod decided that the XX General Chapter of the Society of the Divine Saviour 
will take place at Cracow, from 21st July, the Feast of Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan, until 20 August 2024.

Later on, this year, a new issue of Annales, completely dedicated to the XV General Synod, will be published mak-
ing accessible the main topics of the meetings and sessions to all the members of the Society. In this issue of 
Informationes, the readers will become aware that many other things have been going on in our Society, worth 
being known by all! I wish you all pleasant reading!

Fr. Agustín Van Baelen sds

Societas Divini Salvatoris
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Generalate and General SecretariatS

AGENDA OF ACTIVITIES

When What Where Who

28 July Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 
and general secretaries

13 - 19 
August Retreat SDS Family Colombia Fr. Milton

13 - 19 
August Visit

International 
Formation House 

Sao Paulo
Fr. Agustín

20 August - 
14 September Canonical Visitation Colombia - Ecuador Frs. Milton and Agustín

5 - 12 
September Canonical Visitation Vietnam Frs. Sunil and Lukoa

13 - 26 
September Canonical Visitation Philippines Frs. Sunil and Lukoa

15 - 20 
September Canonical Visitation Peru Frs. Milton and Agustín

19 - 22 
September Canonical Visitation Czechia Frs. Joseph and Adam

30 September Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 
and general secretaries

2 - 8 
October

Generalate planning and 
evaluation meeting Ladispoli - Italy Generalate
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MeetinGS

IFC - MEETING     

The members of the International Finance Commission - Fr. Erhard Rauch (chair), Fr. Luis Munilla, 
and Fr. Krzysztof Kowalczyk - after a break of three years, finally could meet together physically at the Mother-
house from 14 until 15 June. Due to the fact that the materials were all well prepared by the General Treasurer, 
Fr. Scott Wallenfelsz, it was easy for the members to study the topics of the agenda and to clearly understand 
them. They reviewed the financial reports of the units and the Generalate, as well as their plans and budgets, 
taking into account the impact of COVID-19 at financial level and its consequences for the Society. They also 
discussed the loans from the Society to JUCo (Morogoro) and to the Salvatorian Spiritual Formation Centre 
(Cracow) and prepared the biennial financial plan of operation to be submitted to the Generalate for presentation 
to the next General Synod, as defined in General Directory 7.25 b. At the end of the meeting, the International 
Finance Commission met with the General Council and, generally speaking, expressed its satisfaction about 
the financial situation of the Society. On behalf of the Society, the members of the commission, as well as the 
General Treasurer, were thanked by the Generalate for their excellent service and the smooth communication in 
case of requests for recommendation from the units or the Generalate itself. If everything goes as planned, they 
will meet again next year from 17 until 18 May.

- For our formandi and their formators
- For all those who have recently been ordained
- For the victims of war
- For the Synodal Process of the Church
- For our confreres suffering persecution in Belarus

Prayer intentionS
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ViSitS

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL SISTERS OF THE DIVINE SAVIOUR
From 29 May until 1 June, our Superior General participated on 
the Congregational Council of the Salvatorian Sisters, which 
took place at Auschwitz in Poland. The whole event lasted from 
22 May until 11 June 2022. All the unit leaders of the Congregation 
of the Sisters of the Divine Saviour, as well as their Generalate 
and the General Treasurer participated, with the aim of sharing the 
implementation of the declarations of the last General Chapter 
and to prepare the XXII General Chapter. Having all leaders of 
the Congregation present, they decided that during their Congre-
gational Council, the Sisters would do a process of ongoing for-
mation in different areas. The Salvatorian Sisters decided to have 
their meeting in Auschwitz, because they wanted to be close to 
one of the places that marked history of humanity for the suffering 
and pain they caused: the concentration camps and the holocaust. 

The theme of their meeting was based on the text: “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has anointed me to 
proclaim the good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18). Fr. Milton presented to the Sisters an overview of the Society´s 
situation at present, with its challenges and successes. He presided over one Mass, where, once again our 
deep connexion was expressed as brothers and sisters of each other, who follow Jesus the Saviour, like the 
Apostles, as spiritual sons and daughters of Blessed Francis Jordan and Blessed Mary of the Apostles.

VISITATION CONGO 

The canonical visitation of the Democratic Republic of Congo Mission Pro-Province was conducted from 
May 3 through May 30, 2022 by Fr. Joseph Rodrigues and Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa on behalf of the Superior 
General. At present, there are 175 members in total in the unit, including 7 postulants, 5 novices and 51 scho-
lastics. The visitators were graciously received and given the opportunity to meet and talk with almost all of the 
members, personally and in groups. The conversations provided relevant information as to the reality of the unit 
at this time and their hopes for the future. The visitators also answered vital questions and shared the overall 
development and perspective of the international Society.
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There has been a concerted need to have small apostolic communities that provide Salvatorian fraternal sup-
port. The potential for recruiting vocations is very high at this time in the Congo and we encourage them in their 
efforts to grow in membership. There is very good collaboration with our Salvatorian Sisters and Lay Salvatori-
ans, where they are present. There has been a major increase of interest in the Salvatorian Family, especially 
after the beatification of Blessed Francis Jordan and the Lay membership is growing quickly. The unit did excel-
lent work in making the beatification known and well-celebrated in the dioceses where they serve.

The Bishops that were visited are very appreciative of their collaboration and their overall pastoral ministries, 
especially in their outreach to the marginalized and to the poorest of the poor. It is a very challenging apostolate 
given the distances travelled, heavy rains, and the difficult road conditions. We appreciate their dedication, sac-
rifice, and service to the people of the Congo. We have been truly inspired. The possibilities of developing new 
self-sustaining projects and maintaining the present projects, like the farm and ELKAP, bring added hope for 
the future of this thriving unit. Special thanks for the generous and warm hospitality facilitated by the Provincial 
Superior, Fr. Marcellin Mukwasay Kabub.

VISITATION SCOTLAND 

The general visitation of the Salvatorian confreres from the Polish Province, living and working in Scotland, had 
unfortunately to be postponed several times because of the pandemic, but it could be held from 5 until 8 June 
2022. The Superior General had delegated Frs. Adam Teneta and Sunil Thomas to do this visit, which consisted 
in meetings with the confreres who are serving in three different parishes. They could pay a visit to Mons. Leo 
William Cushley, the Archbishop of Edinburgh too, who expressed his appreciation for what the confreres are 
doing in his Archdiocese. The visitors could present the overall development of the Society and what the Gener-
alate is trying to do to fulfil the decisions of the XIX General Chapter.

The foundation in Scotland of the Polish Province was established in 2009. It is financially self-sufficient and ac-
cording to the possibilities, the confreres support financially the Polish Province and its Missions.
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VISITATION OF THE POLISH CONFRERES IN ITALY

The general visitation of the confreres from the Polish Province in Italy, had to be split into two parts, due to 
COVID-19. The first part took place from 15 until 17 January 2022, in the diocese of Trieste where two of our 
confreres work and live together in the parish. The second part took place from 31 May until 1 June 2022, in the 
diocese of Teramo-Atri-Rome. Here live and work 6 confreres: 3 in Tortoretto Lido, 1 in Scerne di Pineto and 
2 in different parishes in Campovalano. Frs. Sunil Thomas and Adam Teneta guided both parts of the visitation 
on behalf of the Superior General. The bishop of Teramo-Atri expressed in his talk with the visitors, his appre-
ciation for our confreres who serve in his diocese. The visitors could meet with the confreres and had the op-
portunity to explain the developments of the Society and the work of the Generalate in response to the decisions 
made by the XIX General Chapter.

The foundation in Italy of the Polish Province was established in 2008 in the diocese of Teramo-Atri-Rome. It is fi-
nancially self-reliant, and the confreres support the formation of the Polish Province and the Salvatorian Missions.

Though our confreres all of them do not live in a religious community, they meet regularly as the whole commu-
nity. They have a regular prayer life and organize a monthly community day of retreat. 

A special topic that was mentioned during the reporting to the Generalate, is the small but very pleasant chapel 
with the presence of the relic of Blessed Francis Jordan, where one day in a month is dedicated to the Founder, 
and the people have the possibility to submit their personal intentions through his intercession.

VISIT EAMV
From 14. until 18. June 2022, the Superior General of the Society, Fr. Milton Zonta, visited the Salvatorian com-
munities of the East Asian Mission Vicariate in the Philippines. The main reason of the visit was the installation 
of the new leadership of the Vicariate and the acceptance of the new novices, as well as the profession of tem-
porary and perpetual vows.

At present, there are four formation houses. The first one is the Fr. Francis Jordan Formation house, at Ba-
rangay, Talon, Amadeo, with 17 Philosophy students (2 from Vietnam Mission, 3 from the Sri Lanka Mission, 
and 12 from the EAMV, coming from East Timor (9), and the Philippines (3). A second formation house is the 
Fr. Bonaventure Lüthen international novitiate at Balubad-Silang, near to the formation community of Philoso-
phy. The international novitiate house was recently built and officially inaugurated. There is space for 20 novices. 
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The new novicemaster, Fr. Vinoy Joseph Thott-
akkara officially took over this important task over 
from his predecessor, Fr. Hubert Kranz, who has 
been doing this service for 10 years. At present 
there are 8 novices (3 from China mainland, 2 from 
Indonesia, 2 from Vietnam and 1 from East Timor), 
who started on the birthday of the Founder their in-
tense year of introduction into religious life. On that 
same day, 16 June, the Superior General accepted 
the first vows of five new Salvatorians, 2 from the 
EAMV, originally from East Timor and 3 from the 
Vietnamese Mission and 6 confreres renewed their 

vows for one year. Another 6 confreres, 4 from the Vietnamese mission and 2 from the EAMV, 1 from the Philip-
pines and one from Indonesia, professed their perpetual vows. In the middle of this hopeful festivity, the new 
leadership was installed. Fr. Milton, took the opportunity to thank the previous leadership, especially Fr. Adam 
Janus, who has been for 9 consecutive years in the office of Vicariate Superior. Later on the day, the confreres 
were entertained with a cultural event in which each ethnic group presented dances and songs.

The third formation house that was visited by the Superior General, is Mother of the Saviour House, where the 
formation team lives with 12 theology students: 7 from the Vietnamese Mission, and 5 from the EAMV (coming 
from the Philippines, 2 from the Philippines and 3 from East Timor). The fourth formation house is dedicated to 
Father Otto Hopfenmüller. In this community the Salvatorian formators live with 4 candidates from Vietnam, who 
are studying English. Fr. Milton was happy to be able to visit the Salvatorian Sisters as well as the social project 
Puso sa Puso, under the lead of Fr. Christopher Bonares Osares who is helped by 2 Sisters and a large group 
of collaborators.

The SDS are very grateful for all the developments and the growth that clearly can be observed in the Philip-
pines, which in fact is the platform of Salvatorian presence in other East Asian countries, the Superior General 
returned to Rome on 18 June. 
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aPPointMentS and confirMationS

RECTOR OF SCHOLASTICS IMV 
On the proposal of the Indian Mission Vicariate Superior and his 
Council, Fr. Lessmon Nongtdu was appointed for a three year term 
of office, starting from 1st May 2022, as the Rector of Scholastics 
at Shillong and Director of Formation, by the Superior General with 
the consent of his Council, as stipulated in Constitutions 734 a 2 and 
GD 7.61 a. May the Spirit of wisdom and patience accompany 
Fr. Lessmon in this service. 

NOVICE MASTER FOR ASIA 
Under the terms of Constitutions 616 and General Directory 7.35 q, 
Fr. Vinoy Joseph Thottakkara from the Indian Mission Vicariate, 
was appointed by the Superior General with the consent of his Coun-
cil as the Novice Master at Balubad in the international novitiate hou-
se Fr. Buonaventure Lüthen from 16 June 2022 for a period of three 
years. We are grateful for his openness to assume this service, and 
we wish Fr. Vinoy the spirit of discernment in the process of close 
accompaniment of the novices.

RECTOR OF SCHOLASTICS EAMV
After having consulted the leadership, the Superior General, with the 
consent of his Council took the decision under the terms of Constitu-
tions 616 and General Directory 735 q, to appoint Fr. Adam Janus 
as Rector of Scholastics in the Mother of the Saviour Formation 
House at Manilla for a period of three years. The term of office start-
ed on 16 June 2022. We thank Fr. Adam for his willingness to serve 
and accompany the scholastics and wish him God´s guidance.
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conGratulationS

FIRST VOWS

iMV 

After having finished their regular time of 1 year of novitiate, on the Birthday of the Founder, 16 June 2022, 
7 young men professed their first vows in the Society through the Indian Mission Vicariate: Abhay Ekka, Naveen 
Teja Bellamkonda, Tlogi Khongjoh, Firstkyson Lyngdoh, Richard Banjop Pde, Khongsya Iophiyos, and 
T. Thomas Hau Min Thang Zou. The solemn celebration took place in the chapel of the Formation House in 
Carmelaram, Bangalore. On behalf of the Society, the Generalate wants to express its happiness for the com-
mitment of these confreres and welcomes them very much in the Salvatorian Family!

eaMV 
On 16th June 2022, the East Asian Mission Vicariate was de-
corated for the first profession of 2 young men, after having 
completed their novitiate, as prescribed by the Canon Law and 
our proper law: Adriano da Costa and Augusto Ximenes, 
both from East Timor. Both confreres professed their vows 
at the hands of the Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, in the 
chapel of the Fr. Francis Jordan Formation House at Talon. 
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VIETNAM MISSION

Three novices, originally from Vietnam, Joseph Le Van Thai, Joseph Pham Duy Ai, and Joseph Hoang Van 
Bay, joined the Society on 16 June 2022 at the Fr. Francis Jordan Formation House in Talon, professing their 
first vows in the hands of the Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta. On that occasion the chapel was filled with 
relatives and friends and, of course, the confreres, sisters and lay Salvatorians, to welcome the new members 
of the Salvatorian Family!  

PERPETUAL VOWS

IMV
The 16th of June 2022, will be an unforgettable day for our 
confrere Niju Josey, who committed himself definitely in the 
Society of the Divine Saviour, professing his perpetual vows 
in the hands of Fr. Lessmon Nongtdu, who had been dele-
gated by the Superior General on this occasion. The solemn 
celebration took place in the chapel of the Fr. Otto Hopfen-
müller Formation House at Shillong. May God´s guiding 
spirit always accompany the newly perpetually professed 
and indicate him the way to go to become a real apostle of 
the Saviour.

EAMV
On 16th June 2022, two confreres, belonging 
to the East Asian Mission Vicariate, Michael 
de la Cerna from the Philippines and Cyrillus 
Eko (the first Salvatorian) from Indonesia pro-
fessed their vows for the rest of their life in the 
Society of the Divine Saviour. The solemn mass 
was presided over by the Superior General, 
Fr. Milton Zonta, who expressed in his homily his 
deep wish that those who were committing them-

selves to the Lord and his Church as Salvatorians, always may feel their hearts filled with joy because of being 
at the service of Jesus the Saviour!
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VIETNAM MISSION

On 16 June 2022 in a solemn Mass, presided over by Fr. Milton Zonta, took place at the Fr. Francis Jordan 
Formation House, in the Philippines. The following confreres committed themselves for their whole life with the 
Saviour in the Church through our Society in the hands of the Superior General: Joseph Nguyen Khanh Tam, 
Peter Tran Van Trung, Joseph Pham Van Phung, and Anthony Thai Viet Huyen. We wish the perpetually 
professed members the spirit of faithfulness and perseverance and welcome them definitely in the Society.

ORDINATIONS

DIACONATE

IMV
On 22 June 2022 our confrere Niju Josey 
was ordained a transitional deacon, together 
with other seminarians and formandi by Most 
Reverend John Thomas Kattrukudiyil, Bishop 
of Itanagar at Oriens Theological College, 
Mawlay, in Shillong. We wish our confrere 
that he might keep always the spirit of diaco-
nia in his heart and daily life.
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PRIESTHOOD 

GERMAN PROVINCE
Saturday 18 June 2022 will always remain a special day for our con-
frere Philipp Sauter and the German Province, because on that day 
Philipp received the priestly ordination by Cardinal Reinhard Marx, 
Archbishop of München and Freising, in the parish church of Saint 
Willibald, which is served by the Salvatorians. Apart from a good 
number of companions from his hometown, and his large family, 
a dozen of priests and numerous visitors from the community gath-
ered for the ordination. On behalf of the Society the Generalate wish-
es the newly ordained Fr. Philipp the spirit of availability and service.

VIETNAM MISSION
On 20 July 2022, on the request of the Supe-
rior General, three confreres from the Vietnam 
Mission, Paul Tran Trun Tin, Andrew Nguyen 
Dinh, and Dominic Pham Quoc Khanh were 
ordained to the priesthood by prayer and laying 
on of hands by Most Rev. Joseph Nguyen Tan 
Tuoc, Bishop of Phu Cuong Diocese at Ba Tra 
Parish, in the Phu Cuong Diocese. All the con-
freres of the mission gathered for this important 
event, expressing their unity with the Church and 
their joy of having new Salvatorians who want to 
serve as priests in the country. Congratulations!

CONGO MISSION  PRO-PROVINCE
On Saturday 23 July, our confreres Richard 
Ngoy Mwadianvita and Gabriel Makon-
golo Mpange of the Congo Mission Pro-
Province were ordained to the priesthood 
at Lubumbashi by Most Reverend Fulgence 
Muteba, Archbishop of Lubumbashi. The 
celebration took place in the Saint Peter 
and Paul Cathedral of Lubumbashi. In that 
same celebration, 17 seminarians from the 
diocese and religious were ordained as dea-

cons, and, apart from our confreres, 18 were ordained priests. We wish them all an open heart and a strong 
desire to serve the people that will be entrusted to them. 
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We Pray for our deceaSed confrereS:  

Fr. Hermann Jedinger was born on 24 March 1949 at Grieskirchen. He joined the Society 
of the Divine Saviour on the feast of the Holy Archangels, 29 September 1973 profess-
ing his first vows through the Austrian Province, after having undertaken an enriching ex-
perience of universality in the international novitiate in Passau. Once he had finished his 
academic formation, he was ordained a priest on 3 July 1977 in Graz. Fr. Hermann was 
apostolically active in the pastoral field of parish work in different places in Austria. He was 
a beloved pastor who liked to listen carefully and to accompany the people in their joys 

and sorrows. He had a big heart for young people. At the same time, he had a very clear line of understanding the Gospel 
and being a religious spiritual son of Blessed Francis Jordan. Fr. Hermann served during two mandates as the Superior 
of the Austrian Province. During many other terms of offices, he served as a provincial consultor, and he coordinated the 
local communities he has lived in as the superior. Straight after his retirement as the parish priest of Mistelbach, in fall 
2021, Fr. Hermann got the sad news that he a very aggressive cancer was developing in his body. Very consciously he 
accepted with big faith and confidence in the Divine Saviour, his health situation that led him to the end of his earthly 
life. Fr. Hermann died in Mistelbach on the Solemnity of Pentecost, on 5 June 2022 in. He was 73 years old and had been 
a Salvatorian for 48 years.

Fr. Julian Guzman was born in Manhattan, New York, on 12 January 1935. In 1961, he 
entered the Society’s Novitiate in Colfax, Iowa, where he made his profession of vows on 
8 September 1962. He completed his college studies at Divine Saviour Seminary in Lan-
ham, Maryland, and Catholic University of America in Washington, DC, earning a bach-
elor’s degree in Philosophy in 1964. He continued his studies at Divine Saviour Seminary 
and Catholic University and ultimately was ordained a priest on September 8, 1968, at St. 
Mary’s Parish in Landover Hills, Maryland. He earned his master’s degree in Theology from 

Catholic University the following year. During his years of teaching, his students found Fr. Julian to be engaging and fair. 
With his sense of humour, hearty laugh, and love of stories, Fr. Julian was described as being down-to-earth and acces-
sible. Those likeable qualities were equally seen by his parishioners when Fr. Julian moved into parish ministry. He also 
became known as a gifted preacher. On Sunday, 12 June 2022, Fr. Julian suffered a severe stroke. He died the following 
morning, 13 June at the age of 87. He was just three months shy of celebrating his 60th Anniversary of Profession as 
a Salvatorian, and the 54th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination.

Fr. Vincens Hoffmann was born on 29 November 1929 in Berlin and joined the Society 
of the Divine Saviour at the age of 31. He had already been in contact with the superiors 
for a long time but was searching for the right way of life and faith. Fr. Vincens completed 
his novitiate in Passau and studied theology there. After his ordination to the priesthood, 
which took place in Berlin, he worked for a few years as an educator in Klausheide. After 
that, he went to Berlin again, practically for the rest of his life. First, he was a chaplain in 
the Salvator parish in Berlin for a few years, followed by 30 years as a prison chaplain in 

Berlin-Tegel. In addition to his main apostolate, Fr. Vincens was given other voluntary ministries. For several years he was 
diocesan director of the Kreuzbund and since 1997 a member of the priests’ council of the archdiocese of Berlin. He 
was also involved in telephone and hospital chaplaincy and worked with members of the Bundeswehr and the Berlin fire 
brigades. On 15 June 2022, in the Karl Steeb Home in Berlin, Fr. Vincens Hoffmann passed away. He was 92 years old 
and had been a Salvatorian for 60 years.

our deParted confrereS
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Fr. Tadeusz Koncewicz was born on 22 December 1940 in the village of Brzeżany in the 
Eastern Borderlands of the Republic of Poland, then occupied by the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics. He was the fourth child in the peasant family of Antoni and Antonina, née 
Majka. After his university studies and professional career as civil engineer, he joined the 
Society of the Divine Saviour in 1974 and on 8 September 1975, he made his first religious 
profession and began his seminary studies at the Salvatorian Major Seminary in Bagno. 
On 8 June 1981, in the Trzebnica Basilica, he received the sacrament of priestly ordina-

tion from the hands of Bishop Tadeusz Rybak. Father Tadeusz served the church and the Society in different capacities 
like teacher, pastor, and spiritual director, in Poland, mainly in the Salvatorian Seminary in Bagno, where many of our 
confreres where taught by him, but also abroad in the missions. He ended his life pilgrimage on the Solemnity of the Holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul, on 29 June 2022, at the age of 82, in his 48th year of religious life and 42nd year of priesthood. 
His last farewell took place, a few days later at the parish church in Bagno, where he spent many years as a pastor, lec-
turer and educator. 

Fr. Jairo Castaño Valencia was born on 17 September 1936 in the municipality of Guarne-
Antioquia. After his primary school, he went to the Divine Saviour Seminary in La Estrella, 
where he finished his high school studies in 1955. Consecutively he started the novitiate, 
under the guidance of Fr. Maurinus Rast. He made his first profession of vows in Bogotá 
on 2 February 1957. In 1961 he finished his philosophy studies at the Pontifical University 
Javierana in Bogotá and was sent to la Estrella to teach in the Salvatorian College. One year 
later, he was sent to Rome for his Theological Studies at the Pontifical Gregorian Univer-

sity, exactly during the time of the Second Vatican Council. On 26 March 1966, he was ordained a priest in the Basilica 
of St. John Lateran by Cardinal Luigi Traglia. Only half a year later he could celebrate his first Mass in his hometown on 
25 September. At the apostolic level Fr. Jairo worked in different places, even abroad in the United States in the pastoral 
field of parishes, in the Motherhouse in Rome as the treasurer, and in Ecuador as a vicar parish priest. In Colombia, he 
worked in education, formation and parishes and in many occasions, Fr. Jairo served during two terms of office as the 
Provincial Superior and was involved as a councilmember during many other mandates, while being local superior, rector 
or treasurer. Due to his weak health condition, Fr. Jairo had to be constantly monitored by  doctors. Finally, he had to be 
transferred to the Maurino Rast Community in La Estrella-Antioquia, where he was lovingly cared for by his siblings and 
the employees assigned to his care. On 2 July 2022, he passed away surrounded by his sisters, as well as by the confreres 
of his community. Fr. Jairo was 85 years old and had been a Salvatorian for 65 years.

Fr. Hans Ulrich Birrer was born on 10 September 1940 in Luthern, the eldest of eight 
children. After attending primary and secondary school in Gottschalkenberg and Fribourg 
/ St. Michel, he completed recruit school. On 8 December 1961 he entered the novitiate of 
the Salvatorians in Passau. One year later he made his first profession of vows in the Soci-
ety of the Divine Saviour. After studying philosophy and theology, he was ordained priest 
by Bishop Franziskus von Streng on 6 July 1967 in his home parish church of Luthern.  
He spent his first years as a priest mainly as a teacher, first as a religion teacher, then from 

1971 as a language teacher for English and French at the Redemptorist College Matran, plus one and a half years at the 
Institut Marini, Montet. In 1968 he was appointed Captain Field Preacher of the Swiss Army. In 1985 he was catechist for 
a short time in the parish of St. Theres / FR; in 1987 he was parish provisor for a few months in the parish of Herz-Jesu in 
Winterthur. From 1989 to 2002 he lived in the parish of St. Anton/ Zurich, from where he worked as hospital chaplain for 
the university hospital. His last area of activity was the parish of Brother Klaus, Oberwil/Zug until he had to give up the 
post in 2010 due to the onset of dementia. He died at Menzingen on 14 July 2022. He was 81 years old and had been for 
59 years a Salvatorian.
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Fr. Jozef Craet was born on 24 November 1938 in Sint Niklaas. After finishing primary 
school, his parents sent him to Salvator College in Hamont. Already at a young age, 
Jos wanted to become a priest, and this motivated him to make his request to enter 
the novitiate with the Salvatorians. Like all Belgian novices he was sent at that time 
to the international novitiate in Passau in the formative community of Klosterberg. 
On 8 September 1959 he professed his first vows in Passau and was thus admitted as a 
member of the Society of the Divine Saviour. He studied philosophy and theology in Leu-

ven. He was ordained to the priesthood on 3 July 1965 in Hasselt. In September of the same year, he was sent to Latin 
America, where he first studied Spanish for three months in Bogotà, Colombia. At the beginning of 1966 he continued 
his missionary journey to Caracas, Venezuela, where he spent the rest of his apostolic life among the poor in Catia. 
Fr. José was a monument in the slums, known to all, as he used to travel on foot, thus having the opportunity to greet 
the people. Apart from his pastoral work in the parish, mainly in the chapel of the Divine Child Jesus, he developed as 
a friend of children and young people, especially those with problems in their studies, giving them remedial classes. 
For health reasons, Fr. Jos had to return to his native Belgium in 2019 and joined the community of Hamont. He died 
in the early morning of 25 July 2022 in the nursing home “aan de Beverdijk” in Hamont-Achel.

From 
Blessed Francis Jordan   

“There is a danger 
for apostolic orders, 

that their members avoid 
places where there are great 

privations…”
SD II/113
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Fr. Gerard Paul Rogowski was born on 1 January 1931 at Rosenberg O/S Ober-
schlesien, at that time Germany and since 1945 Olesno, Poland. After his basic 
education in Rosenberg and Leipzig, he went to the novitiate in 1949 in Bagno. 
After an intense year of introduction into the religious life as Salvatorian, he was 
admitted to profess his first vows in Bagno on 8 September 1950, the anniver-
sary of the death of Blessed Francis Jordan. Already being a Salvatorian, he went 
to the Salvatorian School at Mikolow where he concluded his high school studies. 
From 1952 until 1958 he studied Philosophy and Theology at the Dominican Philo-
sophical-Theological College at Cracow. He was ordained a priest in the Salvatorian 
Church at Mikolow by Mons. Herbert Bednorz, the bishop of Katowice.

Being an excellent student, Fr. Gerard was sent in 1959 to Wroclaw, where he stud-
ied German Philology at the University of Wroclaw and obtained the degree of Mag-

ister in the German Philology. Once having concluded this academic career in 1964, Fr. Gerard continued to study at the 
North-western University in Chicago, from 1965 until 1967, where he studied English.

At apostolic level, Fr. Gerard started after ordination to serve in parishes in Poland. Once he was doing his Philological 
studies, he became a lecturer of the German language at the Salvatorian Major Seminary in Bagno. He taught this subject 
from 1963 until 1965. Than he was sent to Merrillville in the United States, and served the emigrant community from 
1965 until 1975. Meanwhile he was from 1968 until 1970 the treasurer of the community, from 1970 until 1972 the local 
superior and from 1972 until 1975, he was the regional superior of the polish Salvatorians working in the USA.

At the General Chapter of the Society in 1975, he was elected Superior General, a task he carried out for the next 12 years 
until 1987, with care, dedication and an enormous commitment and love for the confreres. Through his kindness and 
gentleness, he focussed very much on the importance of the unity of the Society, trying to bring and keep different 
opinions and tendencies together. As a Superior General, he was open to all and worked together with confreres of dif-
ferent nations. His studies of the German, English and Italian language and, knowing Polish, made it possible for him 
to be in touch with many of the confreres in their own language. His mild and comprehensive character and patience 
converted him into a real cornerstone of the Society. It was Fr. Gerard who went as the first Superior General to India 
and the Philippines, making first contacts with the bishops and preparing the ground to open the door for future possible 
foundations in Asia. 

After having finished this important service in the Society, Fr. Gerard went to Switzerland, where he decided to step into 
the pastoral care in different parishes in the German-speaking area of the country. The first two years, he was mainly 
assisting priests, replacing and helping them. In 1989 he became the Parish Administrator of Btilach, a task he fulfilled 
for more than a year. From 1990 on he was appointed Parish Priest of St. Martin at Meilen, at the so-called “Gold Coast” 
at the zuricher Lake. In these years, he was a beloved pastor of the people. In 2006, Fr. Gerard turned 75, and he decided 
to retire from the parish. He went to the Salvatorian community at Zug, where he kept very active in the pastoral care, re-
placing priests, celebrating Mass wherever he was needed. His availability and good sense of humour made him not only 
a well-liked priest, but moreover a very pleasant and faithful confrere in the community, with a big sense of responsibility.

His weakening health condition, mainly caused of two strokes, obliged him and the community to come to the conclu-
sion that it would be better for him  to go to a nursing home. In February 2019 they decided to bring him to the Saint 
Francis Nursing Home at Menzingen, and later on that same year, he was transferred to the Salvatorian Nursing Home 
“Salwator” at Mikolow in Poland. Having lived at different places during his life, now Fr. Gerard, according to his own 
opinion, had reached the place where he wanted to live the evening of his life: the place where he joined the Salvatorians, 
where he was ordained and where he would die. After a life of faithful witness as an authentic Salvatorian, he died at 
Mikolow on 17 June 2022. He was 91 years old and had been a Salvatorian for 71 years.
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SdS Varia

CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTHDAY OF THE FOUNDER AT THE MOTHERHOUSE  

Even after the Beatification of our Founder, having an official feast day of Blessed Francis Jordan on the 
21st of July, the community of the Motherhouse celebrated this year also his Birthday (1848). On this occasion, 
the General Treasurer, Fr. Scott Wallenfelsz, who was present for the meeting with the International Finance 
Commission, presided over the morning mass in English, as we use to have it on Thursday morning in the 
Motherhouse, underlining the international character of the community, compiled with members of 8 different 
countries.

At noon the community gathered for an aperitive and a festive lunch, with a birthday cake of course, and 
in the evening a fraternal sharing with the community members on the terrace with the marvellous view on 
the Vatican, especially of St. Peter’s Basilica and of course on all the other beautiful monuments that can 
be appreciated from that point. 

Blessed Francis Jordan – Pray for us!  
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CELEBRATION IN TAFERS  
After a week of hard work in the General Synod at Montet, Switzerland, the members of the Synod, together 
with other members of the Salvatorian Family and many faithful of the pastoral area of Tafers, gathered in 

the Church of Saint Martin, on Saturday 16 July at 
5:30 pm. At that time, a solemn Mass, presided over 
by Most Rev. Alain de Raemy, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Lausann, Geneve and Fribourg started in thanksgiv-
ing for the Beatification of the Founder, who had been 
buried in this church from 1918 until 1956, the year 
in which his mortal remains were transferred to the 
Motherhouse of the Society in Rome. After the Mass, 
all participants were invited to a toast offered by the 
local parish. Subsequently, the members of the synod 
went to the Salvatorian community of Fribourg where 
they shared and dined in honour of Blessed Francis 
Jordan and the Salvatorian apostolic work he has left 
us as his spiritual heritage. Our thanks are due to the 
pastoral team of the area of Tafers, under the lead 
of Frs. David (Wieslaw) Stempak and Paulin Monga, 
as well as to the whole Salvatorian community of Fri-
bourg that hosted the confreres on this special occa-
sion of thanksgiving!

concluSion year of thankSGiVinG
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CELEBRATION GURTWEIL 

Already early in the morning of Sunday 17 July, the synod fathers departed from Montet to Gurtweil for a twofold 
celebration. At 11:20 am sharp, a large and festive procession of Flagbearers, altar servers and concelebrants 
went under beautiful musical accompaniment to the castle for the thanksgiving Mass, presided over by Most 
Rev. Peter Birkhofer, Auxiliary Bishop of Freiburg. A big crowd of members of the Salvatorian Family and faithful 
had already gathered before the castle. The gorgeous weather allowed the celebration to take place outside. 
Participants came from everywhere, from the pastoral region of Gurtweil, from the different branches of the 
Salvatorian Family, from a variety of countries and not forgetting, of course, the direct relatives of the Founder. 
In his homily, Bishop Birkhofer focused on the Gospel of the day, and ex-
plained in a very accessible way how the Founder can be an inspiring example 
for people today. “Father Jordan approaches us with his words as a witness of 
faith. However, it is not only the signs of sure faith and great certainty, but the 
moments of melancholy and doubt that can become an inspiration to us even 
today. For this shows that Father Jordan really stands before us as a witness 
who does not just gloss over everything. In his own way, he lives his faith in all 
its ups and downs and yet feels supported by God. If today, in the midst of the 
wars that people wage against each other, in the midst of all the suffering, we 
often hear the question why we should believe in God or how we can believe in 
him, we find answers in Father Jordan. His words are not cheap superficialities 
but speak to people in different life situations. They allow the authenticity of Father Jordan’s faith and actions to 
come to the fore, especially in the face of doubt. They make this faith comprehensible. This is especially evident 
in Father Jordan’s resignation in 1915, three years before his death. Father Jordan’s reaction may be understood 
as a decision that can still show us today how, in a discernment of spirits, we can accept things that may initially 
hit us hard. In the end, his resignation was about saying goodbye in a certain way to his own legacy, about plac-
ing it in other hands.”
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After Mass, the members of the General Synod, with other guests were invited to share a nice lunch at the gar-
den of the castle. In the afternoon, around 3 pm, the Superior General, Fr. Milton inaugurated and blessed of-
ficially the Birth house of the Founder, 
which recently had been remodelled. 
After this second very significant mo-
ment of the day, the members of the 
General Synod headed again towards 
Montet, to continue on the next day 
their meetings. Everybody was satis-
fied and expressed their gratefulness 
for this wonderful day of thanksgiv-
ing, especially to the confreres who 
live in Gurtweil, Fr. Peter Daubner and 
Fr. Bernhard Fuhrmann, and all the 
people who gave the best of them-
selves to make this an unforgettable 
day for so many people! Deo gratias!
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CELEBRATION IN FREIBURG IM BREISGAU 
The feast of Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan, on 21 July, was celebrated in style. Shortly after dawn, 
the synodal members set out for Sankt Peter, the place where the young John Baptist Jordan did part of his 
formation and was ordained to the priesthood. They received a tour with a guide in the beautiful old monastery 
with such great significance for our Blessed Founder. At the end of the explanation and being in the monastery 
church where the diocesan administrator Mgr. Lothar von Kübel ordained our Founder in 1878, exactly 174 years 
ago on this day, those present meditated and prayed together about those days before one of the most signifi-
cant events in the life of Blessed Francis Jordan: his priestly ordination. 

After this moment of prayer, on behalf of the German Province, Fr. Friedrich Emde, invited all the Synodals and 
Salvatorians present to a restaurant in front of the church to share a festive lunch, which of course was very 
much appreciated by all. In the afternoon, the pilgrimage continued and the group went to Freiburg im Breisgau, 
where they were guided to the most important places in the historical centre of the city. At 6:30 pm sharp, the 
entire Salvatorian family, together with many parishioners from the archdiocese and sympathisers from all over 
the world, gathered in the famous cathedral of Freiburg to celebrate the closing Mass of the year of thanksgiv-
ing for the beatification of Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. The Archbishop of Freiburg, Monsignor 
Stephan Burger, presided at the solemn Eucharist. The mass was broadcast on the internet, in order to give 
the opportunity to many people to follow this powerful liturgy. At the end of the Mass, our Superior General, 
Fr. Milton Zonta, addressed all those present, in thanksgiving for the many good things and blessings that the 
Lord has manifested in the person of Blessed Francis Jordan and in his spiritual heritage that we know today as 
the Salvatorian Family, present in many parts of the world. 

At the suggestion of the Generalate, the relics of Blessed Francis Jordan were solemnly carried in the offertory 
procession, in the hope that they will be given a place in the Cathedral in the future. In this way, both the Founder 
and his Salvatorian apostolic work will have a visible place and will also be present in the diocese of origin of the 
new Blessed. Fr. Milton concluded his words of thanks as follows: “I would like to express our great joy to know 
that the relic of Blessed Francis’ body was formally received here in this cathedral. This place he has visited so 
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many times to pray and discern how to serve the Church to the best of his ability. On behalf of the Salvatorian 
Family I deeply thank Monsignor Stephan Burger, Archbishop of this Archdiocese, for his words and for the af-
fection with which he has accompanied us in this celebration that fills us with joy and gratitude. We also thank 
him for all the support of this Archdiocese for the Salvatorian missionary works. We also thank you for having 
accepted our Salvatorian confreres in the evangelisation activities of the archdiocese in the pastoral region of 
Gurtweil. We welcome all this with gratitude and reaffirm our desire to keep the charism of Blessed Francis 
Jordan alive and thus help to find new ways to reach those who are far from the faith and the Church. In this 
cathedral we pray in gratitude to God for the gift that is Blessed Francis Jordan, born and formed in this part 
of the world which has become a very significant place for every spiritual son and daughter of Blessed Francis 
Jordan. May he be with us and may his example and exemplary life help us to respond in the best possible way 
to our vocation for our service in the Church. May we be inspired by his witness of apostolic holiness and with 
God’s grace follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ and have the strength to walk together as the People of God 
in communion, participation and mission. Thank you very much!”

After Mass, the Salvatorians were officially received by the Archbishop in the Carolus Borromeus Seminary for 
a toast and a fraternal sharing. This was the way the year of thanksgiving for the Beatification was concluded 
and will remain in the hearts and minds of many members of the Salvatorian Family.
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THE XV GENERAL SYNOD OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE SAVIOUR

CALLED TO WALK TOGETHER

FORMATION / COMMUNITY / MISSION

The following text is not intended to give a complete overview of the 
XV General Synod, but rather a summary of the most striking events 
and themes that took place and were discussed during the days of 
working meetings and feast days between 10 and 24 July 2022. The 
aim of this contribution is above all to give all members of the Soci-
ety the possibility to have access to this significant event and to feel 
part of what happened. To make the reading more pleasant, as pic-
tures sometimes speak louder than words and add another dimension, 
some illustrative photos have been selected. More material can be 
found on the Society’s website sds.org.

DEFINITION AND FUNCTIONS
In our Constitutions, in articles 713 and 714 we find the following definition of synod:

“The General Synod is an enlarged general council with consent and consultative vote, as determined 
by the general directory. 
It promotes cooperation among the provinces and the generalate by its deliberations and decisions between 
general chapters. 
It meets in ordinary or extraordinary sessions as a group or functions through a poll of its membership.

The general synod is composed of:
a. the members of the generalate and the general treasurer;
b. the provincial and pro-provincial superiors, or for grave reasons their vicars”. 

Furthermore, in the General Directory, the following is specified as regards the functions of the synod 
in articles 7.24 and 7.25:

“As an extended general council, the general synod can be consulted at any time.
The duties of the ordinary session of the general synod include:

a. to evaluate the reports submitted by the generalate, the provincial superiors and the officers of the 
generalate;

b. to evaluate and revise, if necessary, the priorities established by the general chapter;
c. to provide for the publication of reports for the membership on the general state of the Society and 

the actions taken by the general synod;
d. to perform other duties assigned to it.

The consent of the general synod is requiered by the superior general:
a. to clarify and adapt the ordinances of the previous general chapter, according to the clear intention 

of the chapter;
b. to approve the biennial financial plan of operation submitted by the generalate and make adjustments 

in the plan for contributions from the provinces;
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c. to fill the vacancy for the office of vicar general;
d. to determine the method of preparation for the general chapter and the composition and meeting dates 

of the preparatory commission”.

PARTICIPANTS
Being clear about the objectives of a general synod and taking into account its functions, 17 synod members 
met at the Focolari’s “Institut Marini” Formation Centre in Montet, a small town about 30 minutes from Fribourg 
in Switzerland for reasons already known and related to the conclusion of the Year in thanksgiving for the Beati-
fication of the Founder. In addition to the confreres who are strictly members, 4 vicariate superiors took part, 
as stipulated in article 7.22 of the General Directory, and also 3 experts, at the invitation of the Generalate, i.e. 
the secretaries general for formation, missions and legal affairs. Their presence was of utmost importance, as 
their reports and contributions helped to better understand the current situation of the Society. Paul Smyth CMF 
as a facilitator who, with his contributions and reflections, was able to guide the sessions, leading the partici-
pants to the relevant questions, always inviting them to choose the shared path that leads to a broad horizon. 
The Synod accepted the proposal of the Generalate regarding the recording secretary, the translators, the 
technician and the scholastics who provided the logistical services.

OPENING
Invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit, the Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, presided the Eucharist, thus 
inaugurating the XV General Synod on the feast of St. Benedict, Patron of Europe on 11 July. In his hom-
ily, Fr. Milton underlined some basic concepts of religious life. “Giving up all that we have” should not lead us 
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to expect any special reward. We give up everything in full trust that God, in his grace, will grant us all that we 
need in our lives. Blessed Francis Jordan gave us the beautiful example of a life of total trust in Divine Provi-
dence. Salvatorians need to express themselves, not through fine words, but through their life of self-denial and 
dedication to others.

The Eucharist was followed by the opening session in which Fr. Milton underlined that this Synod is the con-
clusion of the Year of Thanksgiving for the beatification of Fr. Francis Jordan. It comes at a time when millions 
of people are suffering the consequences of pandemic and war. Our gathering must hear these cries. With our 
Synod, we also link up with the international ecclesial process of synodal experience, a common listening to the 
Holy Spirit and a common discernment, in a spirit of communion for mission. The Synod develops around three 
key concepts: formation, community and apostolic mission. 

In the second part of the opening session, the synod went through the formalities, going through the list of 
those present, electing the facilitator, approving the presence of experts and electing the tellers, who by tradi-
tion are the youngest participants in the synod, the recording secretary, the readers of the minutes and two 
vice-presidents. The synod members were invited to open themselves to be part of the synod, not only with 
their unity in mind, but also with the bigger picture, which is the Society. Like the Founder, we are called to go 
beyond boundaries, and to be “apostles beyond frontiers”. That is why it was important for the synods to read 
the decisions taken by the last General Chapter, as the strategic plan for the current governance of the Society 
is entirely based on them.
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SALVATORIAN FAMILY
Synod days usually began with Mass, presided over 
by one of the participants in concelebration with the 
others. The variety of languages used and the singing 
made tangible the profound dimension of international-
ity, always in union with the Church, which is universal. 
Being part of it and in addition to the great Salvatorian 
Family, the synod received greetings from represent-
atives of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Divine 
Saviour and the International Community of the Divine 
Saviour. This last detail, as well as the other greetings 
from local Salvatorian units and communities in vari-
ous parts of the world, brought into focus the beauty of 
the concretisations of Blessed Francis Jordan’s spiritu-
ality in these other branches of the Salvatorian Family. 
They form a direct invitation to nourish our vocation 

from the Salvatorian charism and to fill us with new energy for mission. In this context, it was a great joy that the 
synod was able to welcome two Salvatorian Sisters, representing the generalate of the Congregation of the 
Sisters of the Divine Saviour: Sr. Renaria Bezerra and Sr. Jacqueline Mwakasu. Jacqueline Mwakasu. For a full 
day they participated in the plenary sessions of the synod. Between them, they gave a beautiful presentation on 
the situation of the Congregation since its last general chapter and the recent congregational council, which is 
the equivalent of a general synod of the Society.

CELEBRATIONS IN THE UNITS
Another fixed point that used to be repeated especially at the beginning of the sessions was the presentation by 
the representatives of the units on the activities and celebrations that took place in their units. It was very strik-
ing how many initiatives and the enormous creativity that emerged and saw the light of day because of the 
Beatification of the Founder. In every culture and in every country a variety of actions were undertaken, from the 



27Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 22    August 2022, Rome 

publication of books and articles of all kinds, to television and internet broadcasts, to the production of objects, 
souvenirs, songs in reference to the new Blessed Francis Jordan, as well as liturgical celebrations, concerts, 
novenas, prayers, meditations and so on. One of the most visible and significant events was undoubtedly the 
construction of the new novitiate for Asia in the Philippines, which was only possible thanks to the solidarity 
contribution of various units and the coordination of the general secretariat of missions. Another event that has 
attracted the attention of the whole Society was the construction and inauguration of the new House of the Word 
for the Salvatorian Spiritual Formation Centre in Krakow. The good fruits of these initiatives can surely be 
harvested in the future, and may everything always be for the greater glory of God! Let us, like the Founder, be-
come great in the eyes of God! May these celebratory initiatives help to keep all the spiritual sons and daughters 
of the Founder on the path to holiness. 

REPORTS

In order to give a broader picture of what is happening in the Society, the Generalate reported on the strate-
gies and actions taken to implement the decisions of the XIX General Chapter. The report as such was pre-
sented as an evaluation and follow-up of each of the tasks entrusted to the Generalate. Woven into the 
report were the activities of the commissions in conjunction with the other branches of the Salvatorian Family, 
as well as those of the Society which in most cases were asked to study a particular aspect to be presented to 
the Generalate. More specifically, detailed reports were presented on the following areas: history and charism, 
Salvatorian identity and mission, expansion of Salvatorian Family membership, justice, peace and integrity of 
creation. Not to be missed, of course, were reports from the general secretariats of communication, forma-
tion, missions, finance, postulation and legal affairs. Looking at the wide range of reports, the synod members 
got an idea of the amount of work and the importance of cooperation between the different secretariats and 
of teamwork.
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PRAYER – SILENCE – IN MEMORIAM…
Many of the planned activities could not take 
place because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
This disease has in one way or another had 
an immense impact on the life of every mem-
ber of the Society. Not having been able 
to say a dignified farewell in some cases to 
our brothers whose lives were ended by the 
pandemic, the Generalate prepared a cel-
ebration in memory of them and of all those 
whose lives have been a great witness and 
who have been of particular significance in 
the units and in the Society as a whole, such 
as the three Superiors General who have 
passed away since the last General Chapter 
in 2018. The other prayers in common also 
had their charm and most of the time were organised rather meditatively in an atmosphere of adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Silence helps to digest the information and the multitude of words, often in other languag-
es, and to find again the Centre of the meetings and of the synod as such. The synod members expressed 
that precisely because of this kind of prayer, the silences and the atmosphere in general, one could feel how the 
synod was a place of listening, not only to the voice of others, but also and above all to the voice of the Other, of 
God whom one tried to listen to attentively, in a dynamic of communal discernment.

CONTINENTAL MEETINGS
In addition to the regular sessions in small groups, sometimes by language, and sometimes with the synod 
plenary, the Generalate took the initiative to meet with representatives of units in similar contexts. Thus there 
were meetings with superiors from Africa, the United States and Europe, Latin America and Asia. In this way, 
issues of common interest or of particular concern to the units involved were discussed and ideas and possible 
solutions were exchanged. 

REPORT OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL 
It goes without saying that the reports included the 
Superior General’s report, giving an overview of the 
current situation of the Society and of Salvatorian 
apostolic life throughout the world. Father Milton pre-
sented three fundamental questions as the skeleton 
of his speech: where do we come from, where are 
we, and where are we going? 

He drew attention to how many good things are hap-
pening in and for the Society, because of the com-
mitment and apostolic work done by confreres who 
are fulfilling the Salvatorian mission. However, there 
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is no denying the challenges the Society is facing, the critical areas for the future. The Superior General put his 
finger on initial and ongoing formation, community life, the need for a spirit of unity among the units forming the 
international Society, the revision of structures to better serve the mission, the urgent need for formation in man-
agement and finance, collaboration with the laity, and defining the roots of the Salvatorian charism. 

FORMATIVE EXCHANGE   
OF IDEAS
After all the information had been 
gathered, the Synod participants had 
a plenary exchange on the questions 
and observations raised in the group 
meetings. Many aspects of our apos-
tolic life, our worldwide presence and 
the work of the Generalate and its ad-
ministration were discussed. The rich 
exchange highlighted positive results 
and some areas needing further at-
tention. This discussion was of utmost 
importance as it served as a formation 
for the members to digest the infor-
mation together.

FESTIVITIES
During the XV General Synod the members left the small village of Montet a couple of times to join with other 
members of the Salvatorian Family and the faithful of the respective place to celebrate the conclusion of the 
Year in thanksgiving for the Beatification of the Founder. On Saturday afternoon, 16 July, they went to Tafers 
to concelebrate with Mgr. Alain de Raemy, Auxiliary Bishop of Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg. On Sunday 
17 July, they joined the large number of participants in Gurtweil, where Monsignor Peter Birkhofer, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Freiburg, presided at the morning Mass. In the afternoon, after a sharing in the garden of the village 
castle, the assembly went to the house where the Founder was born. Fr. Milton led a small inauguration cel-
ebration and blessed this house which now, with the help of the German province and contributions from other 
units, is in the hands of the Salvatorians. The last and majestic concluding celebration took place in Freiburg, 
on the anniversary of the Founder’s ordination to the priesthood, July 21, which since his beatification has 
been declared a feast to commemorate Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. This day was organised 
in 5 parts: a visit to Sankt Peter, the seminary and place where the young John Baptist Jordan was ordained 
in 1878, with a short meditative commemoration in the church of the former monastery; lunch, provided by the 
German Province in the restaurant “Zur Sonne”; guided tour of Freiburg im Breisgau; solemn pontifical Eucha-
rist, presided over by Archbishop Stephan Burger of Freiburg, at which a relic “ex osibus” was offered to the 
Archdiocese of Freiburg; and finally, a reception in the garden of the present seminary “Carolus Borromaeus”, 
hosted by the Archbishop. During the reception, the Archbishop presented the Superior General with a painting 
by the artist Hildegard Hageböck of Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan and an explanation of all that can 
be seen in it.
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TOWARDS CANONIZATION…

The celebrations were beautiful, no doubt. However, during the synod, it was explained to the synods that a 
beatification is indeed important, but it is only one step in the process of canonisation. The Society and the en-
tire Salvatorian Family will have to become familiar with the idea that the beatification that has been so longed 
for for 80 years is not the ending point. Various ideas emerged about the steps and activities that will be 
necessary in the coming years.

OUR RULES
The last General Chapter called for a process of rewriting the first two chapters of the Society’s Constitutions. 
Therefore, the work of a special commission was presented which developed a new drafting proposal for Chap-
ter 1 and 2, dedicated to our vocation and charism and our apostolic mission. After extensive brainstorming 
and dialogue in plenary, the synod expressed its positive view on the process, adding some suggestions to be 
incorporated. In addition, and this was made easier, 
some editorial changes to both the Constitutions 
and the General Directory were proposed for read-
ing. The total of the proposed changes, both in con-
tent and wording, will be submitted for approval to the 
XX General Chapter. 

PLANS AND VISIONS
The changing situation of the Society requires pro-
found processes of study, discernment and concrete 
proposals to address new dimensions and challeng-
es as they arise. For more than a decade, Provincial 
Superiors and the Generalate have been discussing 
and producing ideas on a possible plan for the future of the Salvatorian presence in Western Europe. By order 
of the XIX General Chapter, the Generalate set up a special commission, asking it to produce this plan, taking 
into account what had been expressed in previous meetings. The document made the participants aware of 
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the realities of our apostolic community life in this area of the world and called for a lively dialogue on a wide 
range of issues. Within the framework of the master plan for Western Europe there was a proposal to initiate 
a Salvatorian research centre for history and spirituality, combining the possibilities from Vienna and Gurt-
weil. The latter showed that the Salvatorian presence or the new form of structure and governance in Western 
Europe, although decreasing in number, will be distinct and has a future in which new initiatives can sprout and 
bear fruit. It is impossible to control or manage all developments and novelties, but it is beautiful to be able to 
see that there is always a possibility for the innovative and creative Spirit to do its work, also among us.

With a view to preparing Salvatorians to work in Western Europe in the not too distant future, the Generalate 
took the initiative to establish an international formation house in Rome. The discussions during the synod 
showed that there are certain areas that need particular attention in terms of functioning, structure and above 
all communication. By observing the fundamental openness and defining the tasks of all parties involved, the 
synod was left with high hopes, knowing that Rome was not built in a day either.

DECISIONS

The synod as such is first and foremost a consultative body. However, as our rules reflect, it must also make 
some decisions. The first concerns the economic field and the contributions. After having presented the situ-
ation and the proposal on the biennial financial action plan and another for the contributions of the Units to the 
Generalate, the synod expressed its full agreement with both proposals.

The second decision concerns the preparation of the next general chapter. The synod was very grateful to the 
Generalate which had already prepared a proposal for the roadmap towards the 20th General Chapter, includ-
ing the composition of the preparatory commission in which, apart from the ex officio members and a represent-
ative of the Generalate, confreres representing other parts of the world will participate. The synod expressed 
itself in favour of holding the next chapter in Krakow from 21 July to 20 August 2024.
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COMMUNICATION TO THE UNITS
After the necessary discussions, accompanied by personal and group reflections, the members of the synod 
reflected together on the elements of the synodal experience to be passed on to the units, distinguishing which 
elements seem important for the preparation and organisation of the next general chapter. Ideas and ele-
ments emerged and were shared and will be sent by the superiors to their respective units.

CLOSURE
In his closing address, Fr. Milton gave a succinct review of the themes and topics discussed at the Synod. Many 
of these relate to deeper dynamics in the development of the Society, as described in this summary. Many are 
also related to the preparation for the 20th General Chapter, which will take place in two years’ time. Fr Milton 
asked the participants to prepare for the upcoming General Chapter in their daily prayers. He then went on to 
personally thank all the confreres and people who have contributed to the good preparation and smooth run-
ning of the Synod: the facilitator, the secretaries general for formation, mission and legal affairs, the members of 
the steering committee, the interpreters, the recording secretary, the confreres who helped with logistics and the 
members of the Generalate. They are many and they all gave their best.

The readers of the minutes confirmed that the protocol reflects what the Synod discussed. Fr Milton then pre-
sented each participant with a beautiful cloth bearing the image of our Founder’s beatification. Scott Wallenfelsz, 
the oldest participant, proposed the official closing of the Synod, which the participants approved with applause.



33Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 22    August 2022, Rome 

The Superior General presided at the solemn closing mass of the Synod. In his homily, he referred to the litur-
gical feast of St. Bridget, which the Church celebrates today. It is at St. Bridget’s where Blessed Francis Jordan 
took the first steps in the foundation of the Apostolic Teaching Society and where he found the first collaborators 
and confreres. It is now up to all the spiritual sons to continue the mission of the Society of the Divine Saviour, 
incarnating the charism of our Society and living together our consecration and mission.

Tired but satisfied, the synod members said goodbye and returned to their units, with hope and the deep faith 
that we are called to walk together towards the new horizon that God offers us, through his Son Jesus Christ: 
the Salvation of all!
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