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Dear confreres,

Last October, Pope Francis gave the starting signal of the Synodal Journey for the whole Church. Celebrating the 
year of thanksgiving for the Beatification of our Founder, one could ask the question about the significance of this 
event in the context of the Synodal Process.

Firstly, our attention is drawn to the importance of openness in the life and work of Blessed Francis Jordan. In 
our Salvatorian jargon, we call this openness universality. But what is meant here? To involve as many people as 
possible in the process of evangelisation, with the means that are available, and which make the message of the 
Gospel accessible: each in his own way, in the place where he lives and works, without thinking primarily of limits 
or boundaries, but rather in terms of concrete commitment, always as part of the Church.

That is why it is so important that this Synodal Process starts at the basis and gradually grows. Not forgetting 
that we are not the only base and that our individual positions are only a starting point, but certainly not the end.

Another term, dear to both, Blessed Francis Jordan, and Pope Francis, who initiated this Synodal Process, is that 
of the Church as People of God: made up of lay people, religious and priests, in short, baptised people, each with 
his or her mission. What makes these people what it is, is God and his Kingdom and the constant search together 
to fulfil his will in the service of others and thus experience salvation. It is not the borders of countries, parishes, or 
religious orders, nor man-made hierarchical structures that define these people, but the common search for God 
and the mission to make Him known, loved, and served. 

Here, even before we were cast into the structure of religious congregations, Blessed Francis Jordan sought 
to encourage everyone, regardless of their origin, education, or position, to put their shoulders to the Church and 
her apostolic mission by enthusiastically participating in evangelisation, as the apostles did. In fact, this is what 
the Synodal Process aims at too: everyone is invited to think and act. It does not matter whether you come from 
Berlin, Maputo, Bogota, or Manila. We all belong to the community of God-seekers and that is fundamental. Those 
other structures are the work of human beings and where they are not useful, we must try to unmask and dismantle 
them: the Gospel, and the mission to proclaim it, must remain in the first place and not our structures, even if they 
have existed for hundreds of years. The reason for the Church’s existence, as Pope Francis says, and of course that 

of the apostolic movement launched by Blessed Francis Jordan, is that 
of evangelisation: bringing people to the knowledge and experience of 
the God of Jesus, the Saviour, who wants to save all.

We are nearing the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, the titular feast of 
our Society. May it be the wish of all that contemplating the crib, we may 
feel like the shepherds who were searching for the Godchild: to become 
more and more God-seekers who want to see where and how we can 
be authentic witnesses to what we have experienced: that God con-
stantly looks for possibilities to show his kindness and love for humanity 
through and to concrete people.

May Christmas in this Year of Blessed Francis Jordan and in the Synodal Journey become an enormous oppor-
tunity to allow ourselves to be reoriented by the Gospel itself, without fear, and with a deep trust in God. This will 
at least make us more authentic and, more attractive. Rooted in God and sent into the world to bring salvation 
in His name! Merry Christmas!

Fr. Agustín Van Baelen SDS

Societas Divini Salvatoris
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Generalate and General SecretariatS

AGENDA OF ACTIVITIES

When What Where Who

1 - 5 
December Visitation Scotland Frs. Adam and Sunil

2 
December Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 

and general secretaries

6 - 7 
December Vicariate Chapter Motherhouse - Rome Generalate

8 
December Foundation day All communities Members 

of the Salvatorian Family

10 
December Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 

and general secretaries

13 
December Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 

and general secretaries

18 - 23 
December Visit Mexico - Cuernavaca Frs. Milton and Agustín

25 
December Main Feast of the Society All communities Members of the Society

27 - 31 
December Vicariate Chapter Venezuela Frs. Milton and Agustín

10 - 30 
January Visitation Mozambique 

and Kenya Frs. Lukoa and Joseph

10 - 30 
January Visitation Hungary and Polish 

communities in Italy Frs. Sunil and Adam

2 
February World day of Religious Life All communities SDS - members

4 
February Generalate Meeting Motherhouse - Rome Generalate 

and general secretaries
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convocation of the Xv General Synod

Not only in the Church 
but also in our Society, 

a General Synod was convoked 
by the Superior General 

on 11 November 2021, 
the Memorial of the Saint Martin of Tours. 

The XV General Synod will take place 
from 10 until 24 of July 2022 in Montet, near Fribourg in Switzerland. 

The Generalate has decided to let it take place 
in Switzerland, because of the nearness 

to the significant places in the life 
of Francis Jordan, where the concluding celebrations 

of the Year of Thanksgiving 
for the Beatification of the Founder will take place in Tafers (16/07/22), 

Gurtweil (17/07/22), and Freiburg im Breisgau (21/07/22).

“The General Synod is composed of a) the members 
of the Generalate and the General Treasurer;

 b) Provincial and Pro-Provincial Superiors or for grave reasons their vicars. 
(Constitutions 713). Vicariate superiors are observers 

at general synods (G.D. 7.22). All the superiors who will need visas, are kindly 
requested to contact the General Secretary for Legal 

Affairs, Fr. Laurent Madiba, (laurent.madiba@mailsds.org) who will send them 
a letter of invitation and other documents needed.

All the members are heartily invited to pray for the assistance 
of the Holy Spirit in the process of preparation 

for this important Salvatorian event.
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MeetinGS

GERMANY: PROVINCIAL CHAPTER  

Our confreres of the German Province celebrated from 11 until 14 October 2021 in the beautiful historical 
monastery at Steinfeld their Provincial Chapter. 19 Confreres, consisting of ex officio members and delegates, 
gathered with the guests, Sr. Klara-Maria Breher, Provincial Superior of the Salvatorian Sisters in Germany, 
Fr. Michel Coppin, Superior from the Belgian Province and Fr. Agustín Van Baelen, who represented the Gen-
eralate. The aim of the Chapter was, as it is prescribed in our Rules, to study and discuss the well-prepared 
reports that gave an overview and insight regarding the present situation of the Unit, its communities, members, 
and apostolates. Over the past years, the German Province has gone through a profound process of reshaping. 
In order to become stronger and make certain dynamics possible at the unit-level, several communities were 
closed, and others became so-called “focus communities”: Bad Wurzach, Berlin, München and Steinfeld.

At present, the German Province counts 46 members in total, including the Polish and Congolese confreres 
working in Germany and two confreres who are serving in the East Asian Mission Vicariate. Three members of 
the Province are below 50 years, 28 are between 50 and 80 and 15 confreres are over 80.

Among other topics, the Provincial Superior focussed in his report on the absolute preference for (1) community-
life, expressed in life-giving communities, common apostolates, and the care of elderly confreres, (2) spirituality, 
lived in community, under squared by vocation promotion and veneration of Blessed Francis Jordan. Apart from 
that, the item of protection of children, adolescents, and vulnerable adults from sexual and other forms of abuse 
was handled in a very mature and open way.
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One of the easiest topics of the entire chapter was the elections of the new Provincial Superior and the members 
of the Provincial Council. All were elected in the first round and with an overwhelming and very clear majority, 
which for sure is a clear expression of the deep trust and hope the German Province has in its new leadership, 
that will start its term of office on 8 December 2021.

During the closing ceremony, the Provincial elect expressed warm words of thanks on behalf of the Province to 
Fr. Hubert Veeser who has guided the Province over the past 9 years to the point it stands now. 

CONGO: PROVINCIAL CHAPTER - CHAPTER OF THE PRO-PROVINCE OF CONGO
The ordinary Chapter of the Pro-Province of Congo was held from 14 to 17 October 2021 at the Maisha Golf 
House, which is located in the village of Kisimba, 17 km from the city of Lubumbashi. The Chapter was made 
up of 37 capitulars, representing the different communities of Congo, Cameroon, and the Comoros Islands. Our 
Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, together with Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa, General Councillor and, Sr. Astrid Mand 
who is the Superior of the Salvatorian Sisters in Congo, witnessed the Chapter as guests. The meetings began 
with a profound reflection on the theme of the sense of belonging in consecrated life. Fr. Georges Mbayo OFM 
guided the meditation, using the biblical image of the Vine (Jn 15, 1 - 8) to encourage the capitulars to strength-
en their belonging to Christ, to the Church and the Society. The meeting then went on to study the reports 
of the Provincial Superior, the various Commissions and the life of the communities. At present, the Congo 
Unit is made up of 94 Salvatorians in final vows and 62 young people in initial formation. The most important 
apostolates of the Salvatorians are the administration of 13 parishes, 8 schools and the management of a cow 
farm. Although operating in very poor and remote areas, the Pro-Province of Congo is able to cover approxi-
mately 50% of its annual budget through its apostolic activities. Besides the evaluation of the life of the Unit, 
the other important point of the Chapter was the election of the new leadership team for the three-year period 
2022 - 2024. The new team will begin its government on 1 January 2022. In the last part of the agenda, the 
capitulars approved a series of recommendations for the Unit and, at the same time, ratified the updating of the 
Statutes of the Pro-Province, in accordance with the updated version of the Constitutions and the General Di-
rectory of the Society. The Pro-Provincial Chapter concluded with the celebration of the Eucharist, during which 
the names of all deceased members and missionaries of the Unit were remembered.  



Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 18     December 2021, Rome 6

SALVATORIAN SCHOOL FOR FORMATORS 

On 16 October 2021, for the second time the Salvatorian formators from around the world met via the zoom 
platform. While during the first introductive meeting Fr. Milton Zonta focussed on the value of the Salvatorian 
Formation Plan “Ratio Formationis Salvatorianae”, this time the main topic was: Identity of the called person. 
The introduction to Lectio Divina was focusing on Mt 4:17-22 and the Spiritual Diary of Blessed Francis Jordan 
I/157. Our confrere Piotr Szyrszeń left us with a question for reflection: Who am I for (Jesus, confreres, mission)? 
The second speaker, Fr. Franco Imoda SJ, depicted how to develop a mature identity. He explained the value of 
so-called parabolic accompaniment which takes into consideration the conscious and unconscious conflict and 
integrates it into religious value (following Jesus, religious vows). The next speaker, our confrere Józef Tarnów-
ka, focused on the identity of called person and the identity of being Salvatorian. In his opinion, the Salvatorian 
vocation is an apostolic vocation that gives us direction and passion according to the model of our Founder. He 
asked us to reflect about the elements of Blessed Francis Jordan that are part of our Salvatorian identity? After 
these inputs, all formators were assigned to different international groups to share personal reflections based on 
the presentations. At the end of the day, our confrere, Fr. Rafał Ziajka, explained how to use Microsoft Teams, to 
share the many documents related to the course.

This Salvatorian course would not have been possible without a lot of effort from confreres who were working 
on the background, mainly in the field of technical and linguistic support.  Especially many thanks to our Salvato-
rian formators who are seeing the value of their ongoing formation and are willing to participate to create a new 
culture of our Salvatorian formation.

- For the Synodal Process of the Church;
- For the Vicariate Chapters in the Society
- For those who will profess and renew their vows
- For the suffering people in Afghanistan;
- For all the people with a burn-out;
- For the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Prayer intentionS
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JOINT LEADERSHIPS MEETING OF THE SALVATORIAN FAMILY 

On 28 and 29 of October 2021 the leaderships of the Salvatorian Family gathered “on-line” for the two-yearly 
meeting. It was the first time in history, of course, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, that this meeting of the lead-
ers of the Salvatorian Family was held digitally. However not being physically close, the members felt united on 
the same platform of friendship, common vocation, and unity of mission. 

Fr. Milton opened the meeting welcoming all the members referring to the fact that it was the first time we gath-
ered after the Beatification of our Beloved Founder and expressing his hope that the spirit of Blessed Francis 
Jordan will guide and inspire all, pushing the feet of all Salvatorians to walk with fidelity and missionary 
vision.”Synodality”, he stated, “means walking together, which is our way of doing and the way of being of the 
Church. (…) Salvatorian synodality is nothing else than people from different states of life participating together, 
walking together, and supporting each other in the mission of evangelization.”

After the introduction and a prayer, and some formal questions like elections of the chair and secretary, the 
meeting dealt with its concrete business as it was scheduled on the agenda. One of the main topics was the 
evaluation of the work done by the Joint Commissions established by the General Chapters of the Congregation 
and the Society and the General Assembly of the International Community of the Divine Saviour, all three held 
in 2018: the International Joint Salvatorian Commission for Salvatorian Identity and Mission, the International 
Joint Justice and Peace and Integrity of Creation Commission and the Commission about Expanding Salva-
torian Family Membership. It was furthermore very much enriching to hear the initiatives taken by each of the 
three branches in the framework of the Year of Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. Another topic was an 
update on the process of recognition by the Holy See of the International Community of the Divine Saviour and 
its Statutes. It seems that soon the green light will be given, which makes all the members of the Salvatorian 
Family very hopeful and grateful.

The meeting was closed with words of encouragement and prayers for all the members of the Salvatori-
an Family. The next meeting is scheduled for 14 October 2022, again online. Hopefully, the leadership will be 
able to meet again physically in 2023, already envisioning the coming general chapters and assembly. 
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNIT SUPERIORS
On 15 November 2021 the Superiors 
of the European Superiors met. Also, 
the rector of Mater Salvatoris Tor de 
Cenci with Fr. Joseph Rodriguez and 
Fr. Agustín Van Baelen, as an observer 
on behalf of the Generalate. The Su-
periors shared information regarding 
successes and challenges they are fac-
ing in their respective units and had an 
exchange of ideas regarding the future 
of the Salvatorian Presence in West-
ern Europe. Furthermore, some ques-
tions about the International Formation 
House at Tor de’ Cenci were raised and 

an explanation was given regarding the current situation of the Birth house of our Founder. It is clear that several 
of these points will be discussed also during the coming XV General Synod of the Society in Montet.

From 
Blessed Francis Jordan 

“As far as possible, always 
try to preserve a joyful, 

happy heart, 
especially regarding your 

neighbour. 
Be kind, affable, etc., 
out of love for God. 

Avoid all gloominess and 
harmful sadness.”

SD I/152*
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aPPointMentS

LEADERSHIP TEAM IN VIETNAM 
In the framework of the establishment of the 
Vietnamese Mission on 11 October 2021, the Su-
perior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, has appointed 
Fr. Joseph Nguyen Chi Cong as the coordina-
tor of this New Mission for a term of office for three 
years from 11 October 2021 until 10 October 
2024. The Vietnamese Mission will directly de-
pend on the Generalate. Furthermore, with the 
consent of the General Council, Fr. Milton has 
appointed Fr. Dominic Bui Dung Tien as the 
Vice – Coordinator and Fr. Joseph Ha Minh Tri 
as the Treasurer of the Mission, as well as the 
Director of Formation. Congratulations to the 
new team!

LEADERSHIPTEAM IN SRI LANKA 
On the Feast of Mater Salvatoris, 11 October 
2021, in the framework of the establishment of the 
Sri Lanka Mission, the Superior General has ap-
pointed, Fr. Patrick Damien Raj Peries as the 
coordinator of this New Mission for a term of office 
for one year from 11 October 2021 until 10 October 
2022. The Sri Lanka Mission will directly depend on 
the Generalate. Furthermore, with the consent of 
the General Council, Fr. Milton has named Fr. Prah-
bu Jesu Michael Rajah as the Vice – Coordinator 
and the Treasurer of the Mission.
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GERMANY: NEW PROVINCIAL SUPE-
RIOR AND PROVINCIAL TEAM
During its Provincial Chapter, the German Province 
has elected Fr. Friedrich Emde as its Superior. 
His term of office will start on 8 December 2021. 
Fr. Friedrich is 58 years old and has been a Sal-
vatorian for 34 years. He was ordained a priest 
on 26 June 1993 and worked mainly in the field of 
education, being the headmaster of the Salvatorian 
College at Bad Wurzach. The Provincial Chapter 
elected the following confreres to be part of the 

Provincial Council: Frs. Heribert Kerschgens (vicar-superior), Paul Cyrys (councillor), Wolfgang Sütterlin 
(councillor and secretary), Lambertus Schildt (councillor and treasurer), and Wieslaw Kaczor (councillor). 
May God´s guiding light always accompany them in their service of authority in their administrative unit.

CONGO: NEW PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR 
AND PROVINCIAL TEAM
As prescribed in our Constitutions, article 723 a, the 
Superior General with the consent of his Council 
has confirmed the election of Fr. Marcellin Muk-
wasay Kabub as the Superior of the Missionary 
Pro-Province Congo. Fr. Marcelin is 48 years old 
and has been a Salvatorian for 24 years. He was 
ordained a priest on 12 August 2006 and worked 
mainly in the field of formation. At present, he is the 
Rector of Scholastics at “Salvator Community” in 

Tshabula, near Kolwezi. The members of the Pro-Provincial Council are Fr. Jean Marie Kalaba (vicar-superior); 
Fr. Claude Mdumb (councillor); Fr. Charles Kongolo (councillor); Fr. Guy Nduu (councillor) and Fr. Pascal Mu-
sumba (pro-provincial treasurer). The three-year term of office will officially start on 1 January 2022. On behalf 
of the Generalate, we wish the new team the needed wisdom and enthusiasm in their service as leaders.

Confreres who need a visa to enter Italy or to visit the Motherhouse are asked to directly contact the superior 
of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest rooms and make other arrangements. He can be reached at:

E-mail: motherhouse@mailsds.org

Please be advised that because of the planned papal celebrations and audiences, we might be unable to 
meet you at or take you to the airport. There are often obstacles placed, especially on Sunday 
and Wednesday. Thank you for your understanding.

travellinG to roMe
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viSitS

BELGIUM – HAMONT 
Exactly on the day of the be-
ginning of the synodal journey 
at diocesan level in the entire 
Church, on Sunday 17 Oc-
tober 2021, many members 
of the Salvatorian Family in 
Belgium gathered in the main 
church of the city of Hamont 
for a Mass, presided over 
by Most Rev. Patrick Hoog-
martens, Bishop of Hasselt, 
in thanksgiving for the Beati-
fication of Fr. Francis Jordan. 
Hearing the bishop´s homily, 
one could observe that he 
had studied very well the life 

and spirituality of the Founder. Fr. Agustín Van Baelen was invited to give a speech on this occasion about the 
relation between Blessed Francis Jordan and the Synod.

After the Eucharistic cel-
ebration, all the members 
of the Salvatorian Family 
were invited to the Salvato-
rian College, where guided 
tours were organized, and 
different expositions regard-
ing the Founder, the Salva-
toriaanse Hulpactie and the 
International Community 
of the Divine Saviour could 
be admired. It was good to 
see how people from differ-
ent youth groups, as well as 
other religious communities, 
were involved in the excellent 
organization of the Jordan-day. Congratulations to those who gave the best of themselves to make this event 
very much encouraging and inspiring!
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conGratulationS

ORDINATIONS - DIACONATE

GerMan Province 
The General Secretariat was informed that on 
9 October 2021, our confrere Philipp Sauter 
was ordained a deacon in the parish church 
of St. Verena in Bad Wurzach. The solemn 
Eucharist was presided over by Mons. Thom-
as Maria Renz, Auxiliary Bishop of Rottenburg 
– Stuttgart and assisted by many confreres of 
the German Province, Sisters, relatives and 
friends. Heartfelt congratulations and bless-
ings to the new deacon Philipp!

PoliSh Province 
Saturday, 25 September 2021 will remain al-
ways an important day in the heart of our 
confrere Konrad Nowak, who was ordained 
on that day a deacon. The celebration took 
place in the historical Basilica of St. Hedwig of 
Silesia at Trzebnica and was presided over by 
Mons. Jacek Kiciński CMF, Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Archdiocese of Wrocław, who is the Presi-
dent of the Commission for Institutes of Con-
secrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life in 
Poland. In spite of the Pandemic restrictions, 
a lot of people could assist the beautiful cer-
emony. We wish the newly ordained Deacon 
Konrad a lot of joy and enthusiasm in his 
young heart while serving the people to whom 
he will be sent.
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conGo MiSSionary Pro-Province 
On Saturday, 23rd October 2021, our two con-
freres Gabriel Mpange Makangolo and Rich-
ard Ngoy were ordained to the diaconate by 
Mons. Lazarus Vitalis Msimbe SDS, the Bish-
op of the Catholic Diocese of Morogoro. The 
solemn celebration took place in the church of 
Jordan University College where many people 
gathered and witnessed this great event. On 
behalf of the Generalate, we wish our con-
freres the spirit of availability and service. 

tanzania MiSSionary Pro-Province 
4 of our confreres from the Tanzania Mission-
ary Pro-Province were ordained by prayer 
and laying on of hands by Mons. Lazarus 
Vitalis Msimbe SDS, the Bishop of Moro-
goro to the deaconhood: Deograsias Silayo, 
Edward Lupaka, Elasmus Kalikola Kayongo, 
and Mussa Ndelule. Many people had come 
to the Church of Jordan University College 
to share this important step taken by these 
4 young men. May their hearts keep being 
filled with the constant wish to be servants of 
all God-seekers, especially of the needy and 
excluded. Congratulations!

vietnaMeSe MiSSion

The recently established new Mission Unit of 
Vietnam was filled with gratefulness because 
of the ordination as a deacon of our confrere 
Joseph Mai Van Phuc. He was ordained in the 
Church of Jordan University College in Moro-
goro, where he is finishing his studies of The-
ology. The celebration was presided over by 
the Salvatorian Bishop, Mons. Lazarus Vitalis 
Msimbe, the Bishop of Morogoro. We wish the 
newly ordained deacon Joseph the spirit of 
creativity and dynamism in his search to serve 
the people that will be entrusted to him in his 
pastoral care as good as possible!
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SdS varia

GENERAL SUPERIOR: PASTORAL LETTER 
It has become already a tradition that our Superior General writes 
yearly a fraternal pastoral letter to all the members of the Society. 
This year, in the framework of the Beatification of the Founder and 
the remodelling of the Chapel of the Motherhouse, Fr. Milton has 
written a very nice and accessible description of the meaning and 
organization of the Chapel dedicated to Blessed Francis Jordan. 
For sure worthwhile to read! The General Secretariat hopes to send 
hard copies in 8 languages to all the members of the Society, 
through the local leaders. However, from Christmas 2021 a digital 
copy can be downloaded from the website sds.org.

We Pray for our deceaSed confrereS: 
Fr. Włodzimierz Łaś was born on 22 January 1959 in Bytom, Upper Silesia. After having 
completed his secondary studies, he entered the novitiate on 8 September 1979 in Bagno, 
where he, exactly one year later, on the Feast of the Nativity of Blessed Virgen Mary 1980 
professed his first vows. From 1980 until 1986 he continued his initial Salvatorian for-
mation and studied Philosophy and Theology at the Salvatorian Theological Seminary in 
Bagno. On 12 June 1986, he was ordained a priest in the Basilica of Trzebnica. Straight 
after ordination he worked in different parishes in Poland. However, having expressed al-

ready a deep desire to work abroad at different points during his life as a Salvatorian, he was allowed to go to the 
United States of America to serve there from autumn 1989 on. For 14 years he was active in different pastoral minis-
tries in Merrillville, Verona, and New York. In June 2003, Fr. Włodzimierz returned to Poland for spiritual renewal and 
studies. One year later, after having obtained a Master ś degree in Canon Law at the Pontifical Faculty of Theology 
in Wroclaw, he returned to the USA where he worked with enthusiasm and in a very dynamic way in different par-
ishes and different dioceses. He finished his earthly pilgrimage after a long struggle with illness on 3 October 2021, 
in times of the pandemic COVID-19, at Holy Name Hospital in Hackensack, NJ, USA. He died at the age of 62 years, 
after having been for 41 years a professed Salvatorian.

our deParted confrereS

"Pray always 
with the deepest humility

and with the utmost confidence.
That nothing separates you 

from this."
Blessed Francis Jordan - SD II/2
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GENERALATE: BLESSED FRANCIS JORDAN STILL 
HAS A VOICE TODAY
When someone is considered blessed or a saint, many of us have 
a strange desire to know if the body is fully intact after a period of 
time. To know that it did not decompose. In religious jargon, the 
term is “incorruptible.” If it is the case, we then are more apt to con-
clude that he or she must be a saint and of a divine nature.

Well, our Blessed Founder did deteriorate. Some of us person-
ally witnessed his remains. Yet it did not invalidate his holiness 
at all. And there was a small detail that is particularly fascinating 
regarding his unique “incorruptibility.” As his remaining skeletal 
structure was being explored by the professionals involved, they 
were quite taken aback that Blessed Francis Jordan’s larynx did 
not decompose. Something very unusual and unlikely to happen. 
It is not made of bone, but only a combination of cartilage, muscle, 
and a mucosal lining – elements that normally deteriorate quickly. 
The larynx is better known as our “voice box.”

What are the primary responsibilities of the larynx? The larynx 
or “voice box” routes air and food to the proper passageways and 
houses the structures that produce speech.

In order to sustain a meaningful life – a human being basically 
needs the ability to first - breathe, eat food, and ultimately commu-
nicate. In death, these may not seem so important or not needed at 
all, but having a larynx that did not decompose after death seems to hold a deep significance of what Blessed 
Jordan did: he proclaimed, “This is eternal life...” A voice box that stays intact, even after death, speaks volumes. 

The Founder’s mission for us all was to proclaim, instruct, and teach. These means of making the Saviour 
known and loved rely primarily on the “voice box.” The larynx routes the breath of the Spirit into our souls as we 
are fed by the Word of God, inspiring us to proclaim eternal life.

This could bring us to the conclusion that his larynx is the most profound relic we have of our Blessed Founder 
because it reminds us that we are to use our “voice box” to proclaim and make the Saviour known, loved and 
served today. Blessed Francis Jordan’s voice box may now be only a silent relic, yet we are called to be his liv-
ing voice for all people to hear the good news of love and compassion needed in this world. And we as Salvato-
rians can venture forth with trust in Divine Providence because we know that not even death has the last word.

For this reason, the Generalate has taken the decision to put this precious relic of the Founder, in a special 
reliquary, that easily can be moved and taken to our general and international meetings, like the Synod or the 
Chapters, where we gather as spiritual sons of this humble and holy man whose voice continues to sound. The 
reliquary was custom-designed to express the branches of our Salvatorian Family embracing Blessed Francis 
Jordan’s mission and giving him voice today.



Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 18     December 2021, Rome 16

CONGO: LAYING OF FOUNDATION STONE “BLESSED FRANCIS JORDAN CHAPEL”

On the occasion of his stay in the Democratic Republic of Congo where he had to participate in the Chapter 
of the Missionary Pro-Province Congo, held from 14 - 17 October 2021, the Superior General of the Society, 
Fr. Milton Zonta, paid a short fraternal visit to the confreres and young people living in the International Forma-
tion House in Tshabula, in the diocese of Kolwezi from 17 - 18 October 2021. On his way, the Superior General 
had the honour of laying the foundation stone for the construction of a chapel dedicated to “Blessed Francis 
Jordan”, which will be erected in the Joli site district (RVA), on a piece of land that is a private property of the 
Salvatorians in Kolwezi. Some Salvatorian confreres, including the rector of the chapel, Fr. Gabin Tshitangenu, 
sds, as well as a representation of the lay faithful enhanced the ceremony with their presence. 

In his speech, the Superior General expressed his satisfaction at having laid this foundation stone in the par-
ticular context of the Year of thanksgiving for the Beatification of our Founder, Blessed Francis Jordan, and also 
encouraged the commitment of the Christian faithful in this project. It should be noted that the foundation work 
for the chapel was financed by people of goodwill living in Kolwezi. It should also be noted that in addition to the 
construction of a chapel, other major projects are envisaged on this land, namely the construction of a school 
complex plus a convent. For the materialisation of all these projects, the Missionary Pro-Province is still trying to 
find the needed funds.
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CONSECRATION OF THE ALTAR

As already announced by an official communiqué by the General Secretariat, in the evening of Friday 5 Novem-
ber 2021, the Vicar General of His Holiness for the Diocese of Rome, H.E. Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, presid-
ed over the solemn Eucharist in which he consecrated, according to the rite established by the Church, the altar 
of the chapel dedicated to Blessed Francis Jordan in our Mother House at the Via della Conciliazione in Rome.
The Cardinal expressed that he had still vivid memories in his heart of the beautiful liturgy during which our 
Founder Father Francis Jordan was declared a Blessed last May. Mindful of that day, he accepted with great 
emotion and joy the invitation to preside over the Eucharist in the headquarters of the Society where the re-
mains of Blessed Francis Jordan are kept.

“Looking at the way we are seated this even-
ing, the idea of a large boat comes to mind, 
with the liturgical poles arranged fore and aft, 
while we sit on the two sides and face the 
sea of life, guided by the Word, which is pro-
claimed from the ambo, and nourished by the 
Eucharist, which is celebrated on the altar,” 
he stated.  “By listening and giving thanks” 
the Cardinal continued, “discernment, which 
is the soul of government, is carried out within 
these walls. Without discernment, no apos-
tolic work, no community, no path of witness 
can be guided.”
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The Vicar General of Pope Francis expressed to be “delighted to dedicate this place with you to the Lord, be-
cause here he speaks to you while you listen. During the rite of beatification on 15 May, I recommended that 
you meditate on Scripture to form yourselves continually to listen to the Word. The Church does not evangelise 
if she does not allow herself to be continually evangelised. Now we are consecrating this place so that the Word 
may resound in it ceaselessly, as I said a moment ago in the rite to the sisters who proclaimed the first read-
ing, handing over the lectionary. This is the holy place for you, where you meditate on the Scriptures personally 
and in community, in order to carry out the missionary work of Blessed Francis of the Cross.”

The Cardinal finished his deep reflection as follows: “I would like to leave you with a wish. Let us offer our life, 
our mission, our ministry, our consecration as an offering of incense to the Father. Just as the fragrance will 
fill this temple, rising from the altar we will dedicate, so the Church - and the Salvatorian family - will spread 
throughout the world the sweet fragrance of Christ, Master and Saviour.”

After the Mass, while being accompanied by the Superior General to his car, the Cardinal personally congratu-
lated Fr. Milton and expressed him his gratefulness because “the liturgy we have just celebrated, has been a gift 
to me. Your community has succeeded in leading me through the well-prepared liturgy and songs to prayer and 
a deep encounter with the Lord”.

After all these mystical experiences, the stomach of many confreres began to manifest itself and announced 
that it was time for supper. The treasurer of the Motherhouse community, Br. Krzysztof Konecko, together with 
the Teresian Sisters that work in our kitchen, had organized a very tasty and delightful supper with “porchetta” 
(roasted pork), a typical Italian food, that stressed once again the importance of this wonderful event that ended 
up in a very nice fraternal sharing.   
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NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL TREASURER
Please take note that our General Treasurer, Fr. Scott Wallenfelsz has changed his email address. From now on 
it sounds: scottw@salvatorians.com. Thank you! 

SIGNS OF GROWTH: 

ESTABLISHMENT OF TWO NEW MISSION UNITS IN VIETNAM AND SRI LANKA
As a fruit of God´s mild grace, expressed by the hard and continuous work of the Salvatorians in place, support-
ed by the so-called Mother units and the Generalate, especially by the General Mission Secretary, as well as the 
deeply lived solidarity that one always can experience in our international Society, the apostolic work of Blessed 
Francis Jordan keeps growing. On the Feast of Mater Salvatoris, 11 October 2021, our Superior General, Fr. Mil-
ton Zonta, after consultation with the confreres and units involved, that from that day on Vietnam and Sri Lanka 
would be Mission Units directly under the Generalate. The General Mission Secretary had prepared two online 
events, with prayer and speeches that all witnessed deep gratitude and hope for the new Mission units.

In his speeches to the confreres of both units, Fr. Milton stressed the importance of three dimensions: remind-
ing the past, aware of the present and feeling guided by the Lord keeping always open their eyes open for the 
future. For the readers of Informationes it will be for sure of interest too to see how things have been growing 
over the past years in both units:

• VIETNAM
Going back in history, at the end of the previous century, almost straight after the establishment of the Salva-
torians in the Philippines in 1996, a deep desire grew in the hearts of the then leaders of the Society in Rome 
and the Mission in the Philippines, to attract young Vietnamese men who would like to join the Society. With the 
help of local diocesan priests, candidates were accepted and brought to the Philippines to obtain their formation. 
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The same was done with candidates from other neighbouring countries, making Manila a Salvatorian formation 
platform for the entire East Asian region.

Soon we were blessed with a good number of candidates. Some of them left during their initial formation, as it 
is normal, but a good and significant group of committed men, reaching almost the finish of their initial forma-
tion showed the genuine desire to put hands at work in Vietnam and make stronger our presence as a Society, 
willing to serve the people in place. This brought the Generalate to the decision to send the first Salvatorian to 
Vietnam on the occasion of the Continental Meeting, which was held in April 2014 in the Philippines. Not even 
having been ordained a priest, our confrere Joseph Cong, went humbly but at the same time firmly and con-
scious of being supported by the Society to his home country, in Bình Dương Province in the Southeast region 
of Vietnam to work in the pastoral field, together with Fr. Anthony Pham Van Sang and with the permission of the 
Bishop of Phú Cường diocese. A new step was put: the first Salvatorian was working in Vietnam from then on.

Having now a Salvatorian in place, a new process could start, namely obtaining the recognition of the Society 
of the Divine Saviour by the local and regional authorities. With a soft but perseverant push from the leadership 
in the Philippines and Rome, and the Salvatorians in Vietnam, relationships were cultivated and a diplomatic 
networking with local authorities was started. In the meanwhile, after having visited the spot at Binh Duong, a 
plot of land was bought with the help of the General Mission Secretariat. 

In 2016 the first Salvatorian from Vietnam was ordained a priest in Manilla, Francis Ka Drim, who was called to 
Rome to do further studies in the field of Psychology. And in 2018, after having been recognized by the local 
authorities, finally the first ordination to the priesthood of a Salvatorian was permitted to take place in Vietnam. 
Soon after that, other Salvatorian deacons who had been working already in the field of vocation promotion and 
propaedeutically preparation were ordained a priest.

On the plot that was bought in 2015, a first enlargement of a small old house took place, and was blessed by 
the Superior General in 2017. From then on, the candidates did not have to live anymore in the parish nearby, 
but could live in our own house, with Salvatorian formators in the persons of Fr. Dominic Bui Tien Dung and 
Fr. Joseph Ha Minh Tri. This enlargement was shown quickly too small too and together with the new General 
Mission Secretary, funds were found, and plans were made for the construction of a completely new house for 
the Salvatorian community. The construction was finished in 2020 and inaugurated on 8 December of that same 
year. More candidates can be accommodated every year.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which initially has brought a lot of pain, solitude, amplifying poverty and injus-
tices experienced by so many people, the candidates from Vietnam could not travel to the Philippines for their 
initial formation. Nevertheless, instead of getting discouraged, the situation was changed into an opportunity 
to start with a second community, in Ho Chi Minh City, where the Society is renting a house.

In this very moment, the Society has 21 members from Vietnam: 7 priests, 4 deacons and 10 scholastics. 
Furthermore, we have 3 novices from Vietnam, 11 Philosophy students. Several Salvatorians from Vietnam are 
working and studying abroad as well: 1 in Australia, 1 in Spain, 3 in Rome, 1 in Morogoro-Tanzania, 15 in the 
Philippines and 14 in Vietnam.

Looking at the numbers, one could think, it is still small, but we cannot deny that a quick and promising growth 
is taking place. Hopefully, the Society will keep growing in numbers and the service of the Salvatorians will be 
always and everywhere of excellent quality. 
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• SRI LANKA
Looking at the history of our Society, one can observe that efforts were made to start with a Salvatorian pres-
ence on the beautiful island, even in the previous century, but it was not so easy as it seemed to be in the 
beginning. However, the second trial in 2001 had a better result, once the Generalate, with the help of the 
East Asian Mission Vicariate and the Salvatorian Sisters who had already a longstanding Salvatorian tradition 
and presence, started to recruit vocations from Sri Lanka. The candidates were brought to the Philippines, 
where they, together with candidates from other countries in East Asia, obtained their religious and academic 
formation. 

In 2009, upon the request of the Generalate, the superior of India, in the person of Fr. Joseph Kannamparambil, 
went to Sri Lanka for the prospection of a future establishment of a Salvatorian Mission and vocation promotion. 
As a result, again with the help of the Salvatorian Sisters, vocation camps were organized animated by Indian 
confreres and the then still Deacon Prabu Jesus Michael Rajah. This positive experience was discussed at the 
General Body Meeting of the Salvatorians in India and a request to open a Salvatorian Foundation in Sri Lanka 
was forwarded in spring 2010 to the Generalate of the Society.

On the birthday of our Founder, Blessed Francis Jordan, on 16 June 2010 officially the presence of the Society 
was established in Sri Lanka. The community, under the leadership of Fr. Philip Pukkurayil from India, lived in 
a rented house in the Diocese of Chilaw. From now on, the train of development went quick: a plot of land was 
bought with the financial help of the Society and a brand-new house was constructed, also with money that 
was collected from the Society. The house was blessed by the local ordinary, Bishop Warnakulasurya Wad-
umestrige Devasritha Valence Mendis. The General Superior could be there at that moment to inaugurate this 
house, together with the then General Mission Secretary, on 1 January 2016.

In the meanwhile, at the end of 2011, two more Sri Lankan confreres were ordained a priest and volunteered 
to open a second community that would serve the people in the Diocese of Jaffna. The foundation of this 
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new community was made possible by the generosity of a family in Jaffna that offered to the Salvatorians 
an infrastructure which had been a hotel up to then. For our Society, it was really a blessing to be enabled to 
set up also in Jaffna a community that would dedicate itself to the formation of possible candidates. Because 
of problems with visa in India, in 2013 a confrere from the Austrian Pro-Province, Fr. Thomas Rungeldier, was 
asked to accompany the young communities in our Mission. His presence, besides that of Fr. Philip from India, 
are clear signs that our Society is international. Together we are stronger!   

At present, the Society has 6 members from Sri Lanka: 5 priests and 1 scholastic. Furthermore, we have candi-
dates and students in Sri Lanka and the Philippines. Two Salvatorians from Sri Lanka are working and studying 
abroad: 1 in the Philippines and 1 in Spain.

• WISHES
In his concluding words, the Superior General underlined that Salvatorians will grow in the future as much as 
our witness will be attractive: being good, kind and just. “Listen to what your superiors will ask you and be atten-
tive for the needs of the people who count on you” Fr. Milton stated, and “never forget that God reveals himself 
preferably in the little ones, the forgotten and the needy, the marginalized and the excluded. Let us approach the 
people with the same zeal as the Apostles did, who had experienced the Lord’s friendship, watching him cure 
the sick, dine with sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the outcast, touch the unclean, identify with the needy, 
propose the Beatitudes and teach in a new and authoritative way, left an indelible mark on them, awakening 
amazement, expansive joy, and a profound sense of gratitude.” The Superior General made confreres aware 
that “This experience is one of a consuming awareness of the Lord’s active presence in our heart, impelling 
us to a mission, regardless of the sacrifices and misunderstandings it may entail. Love is always on the move 
and inspires us to share a wonderful and hope-filled message: “We have found the Saviour”.

Fr. Milton called the confreres of both new units that “as Salvatorians in Vietnam or Sri Lanka, as a Society, we 
are a part of the Church, whose essence is its Mission. We are called to bring to others what we bear in our 
hearts. We exist to evangelize. 

He finished his speech expressing the wish of the Gener-
alate that the confreres of the newly established Mission 
Units “May always feel inspired by the Divine Saviour and 
his offer of new life to go out and to bear witness to what 
you have experienced: the good news that the Kingdom 
of God is at hand. Do this with the generosity, gratitude, 
and nobility typical of those who sow seeds in the knowl-
edge that others will enjoy the fruit of their efforts and 
sacrifice. Opening or starting a mission is easy. To keep 
it, to cultivate it and to make it grow, is only possible with 
concrete people who trust in God and want to offer their 
entire life to Him, working and praying together. Long live 
the Salvatorians in Vietnam and Sri Lanka!”
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
On behalf of the Superior General, the members of the General Council and all the members of the Support 
Staff, working for the Society in the Motherhouse, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a smooth beginning 
of 2022. May this New Year bring a lot of blessings to us all and may all of us be tools of God´s grace. May it be 
the deep desire of all Salvatorians to become a blessing for the people that God will put on our way. 

“Lord Jesus, Saviour of the world,
in times of sickness and pandemic, 

You want to be closeness and healing!
In times of emigration through fear 

and persecution, 
You reveal yourself in those who help.

In times of darkness, 
You send us your light!”

Marko Ivan Rupnik - Nativity, 2020. Church of Saint Basil, Rome.
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