Informationes
Society of the Divine Saviour
Vol XII, Nr. 6 December 2019, Rome

Dear Confreres,
It seems that the year 2019 has just started, and
already we have reached its last month. A new year
is waiting around the corner. But in December, as
usual a lot of activities and
celebrations will take place,
especially for our beloved
Society and the entire
Salvatorian Family.
The International Leadership
Teams of the three branches
of the Salvatorian Family
will meet on 6 and 7
December and on the 8th we
will celebrate together our
Foundation Day in the
Motherhouse of the Society.
For many among us, this
day is our profession day. It is a reason to give thanks
for all our Brothers and Sisters who started their
commitment as apostolic religious in the footsteps of
our Venerable Founder, Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross
Jordan.
In this regard, in the light of his Beatification Process
that is progressing, we invite you all, to take a moment
on the 8th of December, and pray individually or
if possible in community, that also the last steps
towards his beatification may go smooth and that the
preparation and the celebration may have a profound
pastoral impact in our Salvatorian Family and for the
people we serve, wherever in the world.

Furthermore, in the month of December we celebrate
of course also our Salvatorian main feast: The Nativity
of the Divine Saviour: CHRISTMAS! These celebrations
are always a wonderful occasion to further our sense
of belonging to the Society, sharing as brothers,
growing in our awareness
how profound and allencompassing God´s love
and kindness is for ALL.
But in the midst of the festive
atmosphere, let us never
forget that the Mystery of
God´s love took place in a
miserable environment and
in very poor circumstances:
in a manger, among
animals. The first ones to
visit Him were poor, lonely
and outcast people. May the
awareness of the circumstances of the incarnation
help us to grow in our vocation as Salvatorians, to
make God´s love known, announcing Him on all the
occasions we have and with all the ways and means
the love to Him inspire us, mainly to the needy.
May the little Child Jesus, the Word of God that has
become flesh, enlighten you on your paths and bless
you with His peace!
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a blessed New
Year 2020!
The Generalate
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Generalate and General Secretariats
Agenda of activities

When

What

Where

Who

3–4
December

Meeting of the International
Joint JPIC Commission

Villa Maria - Rome

Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa
and commission members

4–5
December

Meeting of the International
Joint Commission regarding
Salvatorian Identity and Mission

Motherhouse - Rome

Fr. Joseph Rodrigues
and commission members

6–7
December

Meeting of the Joint
Leadership Teams

Villa Maria - Rome

Generalate SDS
and leadership teams SorDS
and ICDS

8 December

Foundation Day

Motherhouse - Rome

Motherhouse community

9 – 13
December

General Visitation

Swiss Vicariate

Frs. Sunil Thomas
and Agustín Van Baelen

13 – 15
December

Meeting of the International
Motherhouse - Rome
History and Charism Commission

Fr. Adam Teneta
and commission members

Meeting with the Archbishop
of Freiburg

Freiburg im Breisgau

Frs. Milton Zonta
and Agustín Van Baelen

16 December
– 10 January
2020

Official Visit

Formation Houses
EAMV (Philippines
and Vietnam)

Frs. Sunil Thomas
and Krzysztof Gasperowicz

16 – 17
December

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate

21 December

Staff Christmas celebration

Motherhouse - Rome

Motherhouse community

23 December
– 2 January
2020

All offices are CLOSED

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate and Staff

7 – 9 January

Pro-Provincial Chapter Tanzania

Dar es Salaam Tanzania

Frs. Ferdinand Lukoa
and Joseph Rodrigues

14 – 17
January

Pro-Provincial Chapter
United Kingdom

London United Kingdom

Fr. Adam Teneta

14 December
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General Synod
After an extended consultation with experts in the field of
beatification processes and members of other Congregations that
were recently involved in a celebration of beatification of their own
Founder, it becomes more and more clear that, although we do not
know exactly when the process will be completed, our Society and the
entire Salvatorian Family have to get prepared for a possible beatification of our Venerable Founder,
Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan.
In this framework, under the terms of GD 7.24 b, our Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, has consulted
the members of the General Synod in order to get their opinion regarding a possible revision and
adaptation of Ordinance 15 of the XIX General Chapter. After that consultation, under the terms of
GD 7.25 a, with the consent of the General Synod, our Superior General has taken the decision, to
adapt the before mentioned ordinance, in the sense that instead of the Continental Meetings, we will
have the General Synod from 20 until 30 July 2020 at Timisoara in Romania.
The official convocation letter, with the agenda and the topics to be discussed, will be sent on 8 December.
All members of the General Synod (Generalate members, General Treasurer, Provincial and
Pro-Provincial Superiors), as well as the observers (Vicariate Superiors), as defined in our Constitutions
714 and General Directory 7.22, are kindly requested to keep themselves available on the indicated days.

Canonical Visitation of the Motherhouse
As prescribed in our Rules, also the Motherhouse community in Rome has to be visited canonically.
Due to the fact that the Generalate itself is part of this community, the Superior General requested
Frs. Hubert Veeser (GE) and Rafal Ziajka (PL) to fulfill this task during the days from 28 until 30 October
2019. Very constructive meetings took place with the Generalate, the Motherhouse community, the
community of the Theresian Sisters, the staff of the different support services: the respective general
secretariats and SOFIA. The confreres who wanted to have a personal talk with the visitators were
given the possibility.
At the end of the visitation, Frs. Hubert and Rafal met again with the Generalate and gave a first
report on their impressions, with some recommendations that surely will help the community of the
Motherhouse in its growth.
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Meetings
Ratio Institutionis Generalis

The results of the work of the two groups must
now be brought together in a further step by the
General Formation Secretary, Fr. Krzysztof with
the assistance of Fr. Sunil from the Generalate.
After the final corrections and linguistic checks,
the text will be presented to the Superior General
and his Council for further study and approval with
necessary changes or adaptions. The translations
into the various languages will then be initiated.
The editorial team as a whole has completed its
work. With this working session, a further step was
taken towards the completion of the two volumes
of the revised Ratio.

School Network

From 03 - 05 October 2019 Frs. Krzysztof
Gasperowicz (General Formation Secretary /
Chairman of the editorial team), Sunil Thomas
(Generalate), Fr. Heribert Kerschgens (Germany)
and Maciej Dalibor (PL) met in our Motherhouse
in Rome to work as an editorial team on Volume I
(Basic Text) and Volume II (Manual) of the Ratio
Institutionis Generalis.
In 2015 the work began on the revision of the
current Ratio. This was the work of a writing
team, appointed by the Superior General after the
XVIII General Chapter. In 2018, a draft text for
Volume I of the Ratio was sent to the units. The
feedbacks from the units were incorporated into
this draft text in the first half of this year and a
mother tongue correction of the English base text
was made. This corrected text was the basis of
the editorial team’s work.
The work was carried out in two working groups:
Frs. Krzysztof and Maciej edited the text of
volume I and Frs. Sunil and Heribert revised the
text of volume II on the basis of the corrected text
of Volume I.

In order to fulfil Ordinance #20 of the XIX General
Chapter, the Superior General appointed a working
group to study and come up with a proposal for
an SDS Network of Schools. The working group
(Frs. Friedrich Emde from Germany, Hugo
Antonio from Colombia / Spain and Sunil Thomas
from India / Generalate) met on October 12, 2019
in Rome. They discussed different possibilities and
proposed a draft plan, which will be presented to
the Generalate. This Proposal will be a topic of
discussion during the General Synod in 2020.
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Provincial Chapter Brazil

The XXX Provincial Chapter of the Salvatorians
of Brazil was guided by the motto “Be apostles for
our times.” This important event took place from
21 until 24 October 2019, in the city of Conchas,
a bit less than 200 km away from the city of
Sao Paulo. In addition to the 39 capitulars, our
Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta and the General
Formation Secretary, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz
from Rome participated. Furthermore, also some
confreres and sisters from other Latin-American
Administrative Units participated: Fr. Alfredo
Tinoco Rivas, who is at present the Superior of the
Colombian Province and his Vicar, Fr. Gustavo
A. Ruiz Cano; Father Luis Domingo Díaz
Marcano from Venezuela, Sr. Sandra R. De Souza,
Provincial Superior of the Salvatorian Sisters
of Santa Catarina, Sr. Eny Xavier, Provincial
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Superior of the Salvatorian Sisters of São Paulo
and Mr. Francisco José Petry, who is the National
Coordinator of the Lay Salvatorians in Brazil.
The Provincial Chapter had three significant
moments: a) the study of the different reports: of the
provincial superior, of the commissions of initial
and permanent formation, vocation promotion and
youth apostolate, finances, schools, communication
and of the missionary region in Mozambique.
b) The review and approval of the “Portuguese”
version of the changes in the Constitutions and
General Directory of the Society made by the
last General Chapter in order to present it for
approval to the Generalate. c) The celebration of
the installation of the new Provincial Superior:
Father Francisco Sydney de M. Gonçalves and
the members of the Provincial Council: Father
Cesar Augusto Cordeiro de Barros, Vicar and
Coordinator of the Initial Formation, Father
Itamar Roque de Moura, who is the coordinator
of continuing formation, Fr. Samuel Alves Cruz,
the coordinator of the apostolates, Fr. Silvio
Aparecido da Silva, the Provincial Treasurer and
Fr. Bruno Retore who will serve as the Provincial
Secretary. We express our best wishes to the new
provincial leadership team for the next term of
office 2019 - 2022, in their service to encourage,
discern and direct the Province in order to respond
with creativity and fidelity to the apostolic charism
received from our Founder, Fr. Francis Jordan.
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Governing Board JUCo

Visits
International Novitiate
Manizales

On Saturday, 2 November 2019, the quarterly
Governing Board meeting of Jordan University
College (JUCo) took place at the huge campus of
this Salvatorian institution in Morogoro, Tanzania.
The day before, 1 November, already the top
management had a preparatory meeting with the
Chair of the Governing Board, the Delegate of
the Generalate and the Superior of the Tanzanian
Mission Pro-Province, in order to be as much as
possible updated and to make the meeting itself
going as smooth as possible. Main ingredients of
the meeting were for sure the very precise and
clarifying report of the Principal, as well as the
reports of the Deputy Principals for Academic
Affairs and for Finances and Administration.
It is hope giving and
promising to see how this
Salvatorian Apostolate is
growing step by step and
getting mature to become
a full fletched University
with
almost
3000
students. But at the same
time the Governing Board
members are aware of the
fact that it needs accompaniment and guidance,
mainly from experts, to make it grow in the right
direction as an excellent institution for higher and
academic education and to keep it financially on
the right track.

The first visit outside of Rome by the General
Formation Secretary, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz
took place from 1 until 18 September 2019 in
Colombia. The main reason of the visit was to
get aware of the present situation of the initial
formation as it is organized in this Salvatorian
Administrative Unit. In this framework
Fr. Krzysztof was able to talk with all formators
and most of the formandi. In addition to this,
he gave also some talks on the topic of integral
approach of the Salvatorian formation.
The first level of formation, namely Postulancy,
is organized at “Divino Salvador”, in Bogotà,
which is also the provincial headquarter and a
parish. At present there are 2 postulants who are
introduced in religious life by Fr. Erbin Ariel
Guerrero. Furthermore, in the same city, but rather
in its outskirts, the General Formation Secretary
had the opportunity to visit the 6 scholastics with
their rector, Fr. Luis Crispiniano. The scholastics
study Philosophy and Theology at the Pontifical
Javierana University, where one of our confreres is
a teacher.
At about 350 km from the capital, in the
marvellous and mountainous city of Manizales,
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8 young men are doing their noviciate under the
lead of their Novice Master, Fr. Nelson Barbieri
and his assistant, Fr. Mario Agudelo. As decided
after consultation during the Continental Meeting
2014, Manizales is the international noviciate for
the American continent. This year, the novices
come from Brazil (3), Colombia (3) and Venezuela
(2). Most of them have done already some studies
before they joined the noviciate and are therefore
more mature.
Important during the visit were also the manifold
talks and sharing with the Provincial Superior,
Fr. Alfredo Tinoco, who together with his council
carries the concern regarding vocation promotion
and initial formation at international level.

International Formation House
São Paulo
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Mozambique and 1 from Tanzania. Apart from the
personal talks, there were also a few opportunities
to share about the meaning of being a Salvatorian,
the core of our charism and its importance in the
process of formation, during the homily of the daily
Eucharist and during lectures. It was also nice to
see where our scholastics study as well as to pay a
visit to the Pontifical Catholic University (PUC) of
Sao Paulo and having conversation with the dean of
the Faculty of Theology regarding possible future
Salvatorian involvement. The visit was finished
with a final Eucharist, presided by our Superior
General, Fr Milton Zonta, and a concluding
session during which the main conclusions were
summarized. Main topics that were discussed
during the visit were for sure the criteria of
accepting new candidates, the psychological and
spiritual dimension of an integral formation, the
value of having international formation houses.
The atmosphere was conducive and it was good
to see how our young members enjoy the process
of their initial formation in this very international
community.

Madagascar

The General Formation Secretary, Fr. Krzysztof
Gasperowicz, went to Brazil from 18 until 25
October with the goal to visit the International
Formation House “12 Apostles” at São Paulo.
During the visit there were good opportunities to
talk with the formandi and their rector, Fr. Edgar
Augusto Casallas Saavedra, who comes originally
from Colombia, but masters very well Portuguese
and has integrated himself in the international
atmosphere of this Salvatorian community.
At present, there are 9 scholastics who do their
theological studies at the Institute of Theology
in Sao Paulo (ITESP). 3 of them are from
Brazil, 4 come from Venezuela, 1 comes from

From 6 until 9 November, the General Mission
Secretary, Br. Joby Philip paid a visit to the
Salvatorian Mission at Antananarivo in Madagascar
together with his predecessor, Fr. Agustín Van
Baelen. As of now, Fr. Jean Bosco Kanteng Rubemb
(RDC) is living with 4 philosophy students and
5 young men who follow the propedeutical year.
The visitors were able to meet with the Archbishop
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of Antananarivo, who expressed his gratefulness
for the Salvatorian presence in his diocese. He also
showed appreciation for the rather difficult service
our confreres are accomplishing in the Comoros
Islands, where the local Ordinary is our Salvatorian
confrere Most Rev. Bishop Charles Mahuza Yava.
The visitors also went to the Institute of the Jesuits
in the capital of the country where our candidates
study Philosophy. Furthermore, some concrete
steps towards the purchase of a property were
prepared in order to consolidate the presence of
our Society in the future in this marvellous but
very poor country.

Appointments
Coordination Fr. Otto Hopfenmüller
Mission Kenya

After consultation with the General Mission
Secretary and with the consent of his Council,
our Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, has reappointed for a three year term (October 2019
until October 2021) Fr. Justine Tesha as the
local coordinator and treasurer of the Fr. Otto
Hopfenmüller Mission at Kipkaren, in the Diocese
of Eldoret, near to the border with Uganda.
At present, this mission under the Generalate

counts 5 confreres from 3 different countries.
Fr. Fidèle Musau Mukanya, originally from the
Democratic Republic of Congo is the parish priest
of the parish Mary, Queen of Peace at Osorongai.
His assistant parish priest is Fr. Benedict Munyaka,
who is from Kenya and has just finished a master’s
degree in psychology. Furthermore, Br. Dennis
Gwaya Nyamongo, from Kenya, is responsible for
maintenance and assists Fr. Justine in the field of
vocation promotion. Fr. Patrick Mgumba, from
Tanzania, has become the Director of the Mater
Salvatoris Academy after having concluded a
master´s degree in business and administration.
We wish all our confreres blessings in their
respective apostolates and hope that their work and
witness may bear a lot of fruits.

New Rector of the Salvatorian Institute
for Philosophy and Theology –
Morogoro
With the consent of his Council, the Superior
General, Fr. Milton Zonta, has appointed
Fr. Marcel Mukadi Kabisay as the Rector
of the Salvatorian Institute for Philosophy
and Theology at Morogoro for a four years
term of office, starting on 1 October 2019. The
Salvatorian Institute for Philosophy and Theology
is an institution within the framework of Jordan
University College and is affiliated with the
Pontifical University Urbaniana. The conditions to
become a rector of an affiliated institute put by the
Urbaniana, is to be priest and the have obtained a
PhD at an ecclesiastic university. Both conditions
are fulfilled in the person of our confrere,
Fr. Marcel who finished his PhD in Theology at
the Catholic University of Louvain (BE) in 2005
and has been working at JUCo as a lecturer
and in different administrative positions since
2013. We thank him as well as his predecessor,
Fr. Bernard Witek, for their availability and service.
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New Governing Board Jordan
University College
The Superior General, with the consent of his
Council, has presented the following candidates
to the President of the Tanzanian Episcopal
Conference for appointment as members of the
Governing Board for a four year term of office,
starting from 1 October 2019: Fr. Ferdinand
Lukoa SDS (member/Generalate), Fr. Ponder
Paulinus Nginlangwa SDS (ex officio member/
provincial superior), Fr. Dr. Marcel Mukadi
SDS (member/Liaison JUCo – Pontifical Urban
University), Mons. Lazarus Vitalis Msimbe
SDS (member/Local Ordinary of Morogoro),
Fr. Enhart Mpete CCSS (member/Chairperson
of the Major Superiors in Tanzania), Dr. Negussie
André
Domnic
(member/Representative
Saint
Augustine
University
Tanzania),
Ms. Edwina Lupembe (member/Financial expert),
Mr. Altemius Millinga (member/Financial
expert), Prof. Dr. Gabriel Mbassa (member/
Academic expert), Dr. Seraphina Msengi Bakta
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(member/Legal expert), Prof. Dr. Bertram
Mapunda (ex – officio member/Principal),
Fr. Prof. Dr. Daniel Mkude (ex – officio
member/Deputy Principal for Academic Affairs),
Prof. Dr. Francis Magingo (ex – officio member/
Deputy Principal for Finances and Administration),
Fr. Dr. Ignas Kimaryo OFMCap (ex – officio
member/Corporate Counsel) and Fr. Agustín Van
Baelen SDS (Chairperson of the Governing Board
and representative of the owner/Generalate).
The Generalate expresses its deep hope that this
new Board composed by Salvatorians and experts
at the levels needed for the institution will govern
properly and bring it to the appropriate level
according to the rules and bylaws as defined by
the Tanzanian Commission of Universities and the
Ministry of Education. The Superior General and
his Council take the opportunity to heartily thank
the outgoing members of the Board, especially our
confreres Frs. Bernard Witek, Eugene Reslinski
and Paulin Monga.
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Publications
Pastoral letter of the Superior General
As in the past years, also this year, our Superior General has
written a pastoral letter to all the confreres, with the title “Ready to
Re-ignite Together the Way of our Mission”. It will be published on
8 December 2019 in 7 languages to make it as accessible as possible
for all. The motivation to write this pastoral letter is the concern
about what we can do so that the “Declaration of Priorities” of the
XIX General Chapter does not remain just paper.
Our Superior General elaborates in a profound way the topic
of the Salvatorian apostolic missionary spirituality with the aim to
strengthen inner attitudes that can help all to give a more fruitful
answer to the charism we received and to the decisions of the last
General Chapter. This elaboration on spiritual depth appears urgent,
when we notice the speed life takes on and the fragmentation we are
exposed to.
Salvatorians need a spiritual depth that keeps, supports and nourishes our apostolic mission in the Church
in a dynamic and vital way. This is the framework by which Fr. Milton proposes a prayerful reading
of the biblical text of Luke 5, 1 – 11 as a help to rediscover the meaning of our apostolic consecration.
That is, the charism of living united with Christ, the Saviour, and of making Him known to all people,
following the example of the Apostles.

The Missionary
On the initiative of our General Mission Secretary, Br. Joby Philip, a
new Salvatorian Magazine was born on 11 October 2019 and baptized
under the name “The Missionary”. The magazine aims to give an
insight into different Salvatorian Missions and Projects all over the
world, with articles written by local missionaries or people who are
in one or another way involved. A lot of touching pictures make the
magazine very much accessible and illustrate the work and commitment
of so many of our confreres in sometimes difficult situations.
The first version of the magazine is in English. Hard copies were sent to
the Unit Superiors as well as to supporting aid organizations.
We hope that through this publication our understanding and love for
the Salvatorian Mission as such may increase in the hearts of all and
that this new publication will be the first of many more to come!
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Professions
Perpetual Vows
International Formation House
Community “Mater Salvatoris”
Morogoro

On 29 September 2019, the Feast of the Archangels,
4 of our confreres of the Missionary Pro-Province
of Congo, Bienvenu Kabeya Kungwa, Crispin
Nduu Muyey, Faustin Mwema Wa Banze and
Ignace Kayij Mushingen committed themselves for
the rest of their life with the Divine Saviour and
his Church, pronouncing their perpetual profession
in the Society of the Divine Saviour. The solemn
celebration took place in the Chapel of the
International Formation House Mater Salvatoris
at Morogoro. We welcome these perpetually
professed members and thank them for their
perseverance and witness as young and dynamic
religious men, available to serve the Divine Saviour
and His people!

(RDC), Cyril Paul Massawe (TA), Daniel John
Mapunda (TA) and Ignace Kayij Mushingen
(RDC). The ordination took place in the Divine
Saviour Church on the campus of our Salvatorian
Institution “Jordan University College” (JUCo)
together with 7 other candidates from different
religious congregations. May God bless the newly
ordained deacons and grant them a lot of joy and
fulfilment in their availability and humble service
as deacons.

Priesthood
Brazil

Ordinations
Diaconate
International Formation House
Community “Mater Salvatoris”
Morogoro
On 31 October 2019 Most Rev. Telesphore Mkude
ordained 5 confreres to the diaconate: Bienvenu
Kabeya Kungwa (RDC), Crispin Nduu Muyey

On 16 November 2019, Deacon Marciel Osvaldo de
Souza received the Sacrament of the Order of the
Priesthood at the Parish of Our Lady Aparecida,
by imposition of hands and consecratory prayer by
Most Rev. Gabriel Marchesi, Bishop of Floresta PE
– Brazil.
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Our departed Confreres
We remember in our prayers:
Fr. Viktor Liebel was born in Bad Waldsee in Germany on 24 July
1944. He finished his noviciate, pronouncing his first vows in the
Society on 1 May 1965 in Passau. 9 years later, on 29 June 1974, he
was ordained a priest in that same city. Fr. Viktor was for more than
10 years a prefect and teacher at the Salvatorian College in Bad
Wurzach. After that, until his unexpected death on 6 October 2019,
he lived and worked in the community of Lochau. Fr. Viktor was not
only an artist who knew how to do pottery and wood carving, but
he also was an enormously appreciated religious and priest, who
helped and accompanied many wounded people in their needs in
individual spiritual guidance.

Fr. Glenn William Sayers was born in Jackson, Michigan in the USA
on 8 November 1943. After having graduated High School, he served
for several years in the Marine Corps and was deployed in Vietnam.
When he returned to the States he worked as an engineer for a large
oil and energy company. After having known the Salvatorians and
feeling the call to become a Priest, he joined the Society by first
profession on 15 August 1993. He was ordained a priest in Chilton,
Wisconsin on 22 November 1997. He worked mainly in campus
and parish ministry. He died unexpectedly on 25 October 2019 at
Alexian Village in Milwaukee.

Fr. Rodrigue Kisala Kumbwa was born in Lubumbashi on
6 October 1982. He joined the Society of the Divine Saviour, after
novitiate, pronouncing his first vows in Kolwezi on 1 July 2005.
He was ordained a priest on 20 July 2013 in Lubumbashi. He
worked as a vicar parish priest at the Salvatorian Parishes of Saint
Michael in Kalamba and Sainte Anne and Saint André in Kolwezi.
He died after a period of illness at the general hospital “Johnson
Sendwe” in Lubumbashi on 2 November 2019, the day the Church
commemorates and prays for all the deceased.
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SDS varia
Fr. Otto Hopfenmüller celebrations in
the Diocese of Bamberg

The last Sunday of the month of October was
this year’s “Mission Sunday”. At the level of the
universal Church the Extraordinary Assembly of
the Synod of the Bishops was concluded on this day.
But this same weekend of 25 and 26 October, was
also very special for the Archdiocese of Bamberg
in Germany. Fr. Otto Hopfenmüller, a native from
Bamberg and our first missionary, was honoured
and commemorated in different ways. Covering the

entire mission month of October, Missio Germany
had prepared several events about the Church in
North East India, its origins and its developments.
In three of the great celebrations, confreres from
the Generalate participated and represented the
Salvatorians worldwide: Frs. Sunil Thomas and
Agustín Van Baelen (General Consultors), Br. Joby
Philip (General Mission Secretary), Fr. Michael
Overmann (General Archivist) and two students
living at the Motherhouse, Frs. Francis Ka Drim
(VIE) and Stephen Louis (IN).
The first commemorative celebration took place
at Weismain, the village in the Archdiocese of
Bamberg where Lorenz Hopfenmüller was born
and grew up. After the celebration of Holy Mass,
presided by Most Rev. Ludwig Schick, Archbishop
of Bamberg, a symposium was organized, in
which Br. Joby as the General Mission Secretary
was the main speaker from the part of our
Society. He presented a talk on “From Lorenz to
Otto Hopfenmüller – baptized and sent”. On the
next day, two celebrations took place. The day
started with a solemn Eucharistic celebration in
the historical Cathedral of Bamberg, presided
by Archbishop Schick in concelebration with
4 Bishops from India, Frs. Ka Drim and Agustín
and many other priests. Almost at the same time a
celebration was held at Seussling, the parish where
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the then diocesan priest Lorenz Hopfenmüller
worked for some time as parish priest. At the
beginning of this celebration Fr. Sunil Thomas
gave clarifying answers to questions of the people
and Fr. Hubert Veeser, the Superior of the German
Province, who joined also this day together with
Cl. Philipp Sauter, held an inspiring homily.
The celebration was concluded with the unveiling
of a commemorative plate with words of Lorenz
Hopfenmüller, followed by a nice typical regional
lunch. The presence of the Salvatorians for sure
made the people aware about the importance of
this Salvatorian who worked the biggest part of
his life as a diocesan priest of Bamberg, but whose
witness as a committed missionary made “the
difference” for the people and the Church in North
– East India.

An extraordinary encounter during
the Special Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region
6 – 27 October

Our confrere Fr. Ignacio Madera, from the
Colombian Province, participated in the Special
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the
Pan-Amazon Region. During those days he stayed
in our Motherhouse. Fr. Ignacio for many years
had been a theology professor at the Pontifical
Javeriana University in Bogotà. Furthermore, he
has been Superior of the Colombian Province
and during that time he has also served as the
President of CLAR (Confederación Caribeña y
Latinoamericana de Religiosas/os). One of the
nice events during the Panamazonic Synod, was the

meeting between our confrere and Pope Francis.
At the request of the editor of Informationes,
Fr. Ignacio wrote the following article:

“My mother wanted to see me in a photo with Pope
Francis, she had my photos with Pope John Paul
II and with Pope Benedict XVI, but she is a true
“fan” of Pope Francis and so I wondered when it
would be that I would have it. Her older grandson
is named Francisco and my dad also had the same
name. My mother will not see that picture, she died
two years ago, but I felt her very near to me on
the morning of Thursday 17 October 2019, when
I was concelebrating as a second concelebrant, in
the chapel of the Santa Martha house, with Pope
Francis.
It was great to feel the hands between mine of a
man whom I admire for having given hope and
new air to the searches of the Latin American
and Caribbean Church, for stimulating the need
to develop a theology which reaches out, to talk
about what everyone talks about, to dream the
dreams of the excluded, to know the people, to
anoint the people. This last element is something
Fr. Francis Jordan wanted, when in his Spiritual
Diary he affirms that his Society was to engage
in popularizing theology; an element that the
late Superior General, Fr. Donald Skwor, SDS
considered as the key to reading our Salvatorian
charism. With Fr. Donald, I have always been on
the same page.
A few months after the Pope’s pontificate began,
I was asked at the Javeriana University to write
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an article for the Xaveriana Magazine that
I titled: “Francisco, doing things with words and
gestures” and there I pointed out that all the words
and actions of Pope Francis were a new language
in the experience of the Petrine Ministry. This had
definitely managed to turn around the experience
of the papacy, although it is not so easy to transfer
it to the Church institution. Therefore, when
I looked at him in front of me, I asked the Lord
to provide him the strength that has characterized
him up to the present.
That good attitude of Latin American that is
expressed in the unity constituted by the diversity

that we are the mestizos integrating the rationality
of the West with the indigenous symbolic and the
Afro rhythm to produce an original unprecedented
identity. This is reality, notwithstanding all those
who go against the proposals of an outgoing
Church, a Church-field hospital, rugged rather
than self-referential and capable of responding to
the great challenges of the present. Peter’s boat
has a large helmsman, who knows how to deviate
from the hurricane winds and thick clouds to
continue advancing stimulated by the word of the
Lord Christ: Paddle offshore! ”So are the things
of God.”

Statue of the Virgin Mary of the Founder

When things get old and are used, they also
suffer and even get damaged. This also
happened over time with the well-known
statue of the Virgin Mary that our Founder,
Fr. Francis Jordan, used to have nearby on his
desk. He used to put his special concerns and
petitions in her hands requesting her to take
care and to bring them before her Son, the
Divine Saviour. A wonderful gesture of deep
faith and trust.

This statue is kept in the Motherhouse, but the
years had left their traces: cracks on the face,
some fingers were even broken. Therefore, the
Generalate has decided to renovate it. Then
we will give it a place in the chapel of the
Founder, since up to now there was no statue
of the Virgin Mary in this chapel.
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Travelling to Rome

From Father Francis Jordan

Members who need a visa to enter Italy are asked
to note the following:
A member is required to provide the following
information: First and last names as they appear
in his passport; the member’s place of birth
(i.e., city/state/country); the number of the
member’s passport and dates of arrival and
departure from Europe.
This information should be sent directly to the
General Secretary (generalate-secretariat@
mailsds.org). Since it takes some time to
complete all the steps, please send this
information well in advance of the planned visit.
Members planning to visit the Motherhouse
are also asked to directly contact the superior
of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest
rooms and make other arrangements. He can be
reached at:
E-mail
motherhouse@mailsds.org
Fax
+39 (06) 68629.400
Please be advised that because of the planned
papal celebrations and audiences, we might be
unable to meet you at or take you to the airport.
There are often obstacles placed, especially
on Sunday and Wednesday. Thank you for your
understanding.

“Converse with everyone and speak
as if you came from beyond.”
Spiritual Diary I/181

Prayer Intentions
Please pray for…
- the suffering and persecuted people in the
Middle East;
- the meetings of the Leaderships of the
Salvatorian Family in Rome on 6 and 7 December;
- all our formandi;
- the ill and retired confreres;
- the beatification process of the Founder;
- for the lonely and forgotten.
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Formacion
“Fr. Francis Jordan”
School for Formators– 3rd session
The third session of the Salvatorian School for
Formators took place at the Spiritual Formation
Centre run by the Salvatorians in Krakow from
9 until 17 October 2019. The session consisted
in a retreat in complete silence during which the
participants were invited to identify themselves
with the path of St. Peter. The participants were
divided in three groups, according to the different
languages: Spanish, under the lead of Fr. Piotr
Szyrszeń SDS; English, accompanied by Fr. Rafal
Ziajka SDS; and the Italian-speakers were guided
by Fr. Krzysztof Wons SDS, who is the director of
the Salvatorian Spiritual Centre. Also, the General
Formation Secretary, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz

and the Novice Master of the International
Novitiate at Manizales, Fr. Nelson Barbieri assisted
in the daily spiritual direction. In addition, the
Salvatorian Sisters Justyna Urban and Aleksandra
Markiel, supervised the daily organization of the
place.
For this retreat, based on Lectio Divina, also other
participants, apart from the Salvatorian Formators
were invited. This made the experience and the
value of this formative event, even deeper and
more fruitful and hopefully it will expand and
be put in praxis in our Salvatorians communities
around the world.
Worth knowing maybe is that also next year, 2020,
from 8 until 16 October, a similar retreat, based on
Lectio Divina, will be organized in Krakow, in the
before mentioned languages. More information can
be found on the website: http//sds.org/apostleship/
school-for-formators/lectio-divina.
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Workshops SOFIA
Project Writing & Fundraising for Missionary Work – Rome
From 7 until 11 October 2019, the General Mission Secretary together with the Salvatorian Office for
International Aid (SOFIA), organized the 6th International Workshop on Project Writing & Fundraising
for Missionary Work, which took place at Villa Maria, in Rome. In attendance were 50 participants from
26 different religious congregations and organisations coming from 28 countries.
SOFIA believes in empowering the missionaries around the world to meet the challenges of finding
new resources to continue serving humanity in the peripheries. The annual workshop is an answer to
the requests both from religious congregations as well as the donor agencies to train personnel involved
in fundraising and project management. SOFIA has been one of the pioneering organisations in Rome
to address the issues by designing and imparting a training program to 50 participants every year in
collaboration with Br. Allen Sherry FMS of Marist Solidarity-Australia and Dr. Arnout Mertens,
International Director of Programmes and Innovation at the Jesuit Refugee Service.

The increase of applicants year after year reflects the quality of the program offered to the participants.
SOFIA has successfully completed six workshops in the past years with measurable amount of success.
During these years, SOFIA has successfully trained in project management and missionary fundraising
more than 350 missionaries from about 50 countries involved in catholic social apostolates. Many of them
are now successful project managers in various parts of the world and continue to serve the needy. Our
special gratitude extends to Aid to the Church in Need, the US Embassy to the Holy See as well as to
Misean Cara who have been long-term supporters and partners of this endeavour.
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Workshop on Project Monitoring and Evaluation – Rome

Immediately following the Project Writing & Fundraising workshop SOFIA conducted also a fiveday intensive workshop on Monitoring and Evaluation in association with INTRAC-UK from 14 until
18 October, 2019 in Rome. 22 participants (that was the maximum allowed) from 17 different religious
congregations and organisations with 14 different nationalities attended the workshop. Ms. Anne Garbutt
from Oxford, UK, conducted the training sessions.
The additional input on
monitoring and evaluation
has specifically aimed at
enhancing people involved
in project execution and
management in different parts
of the world. SOFIA believes
in the mission of contributing
to the global mission of the
Church by being an agent of
capacity development for the
missionaries involved in project
management for the good of
the poor and the marginalised.
It is our collaborative effort to
bring together various individuals from across the globe to interact and learn from each other not only
concerning the concept of project management but also to realise the shared missionary goal each of us.
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