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In recent years, we have facilitated an SDS Spirituality
Encounter in Rome that gathered Salvatorian brothers and
priests together from around
the world for one month. This
international encounter provided input, dialogue, and
experiences focused on our
Salvatorian charism, identity, mission, and spirituality.
When each of the encounters came to an end, we as facilitators asked the question: “What is the most profound insight you will take back with you to your unit?” The most
consistent response was: “As Salvatorians, universality is
fundamental to who, why, and how we are in this world.”
Yet, one of the predicted trends for the coming years is
de-globalization. Much of the world has reacted in such
strong ways, that we are becoming unglued globally.
Yes, globalization has its dark side, but what doesn’t? The
question is, “How can we integrate this reality in a just
and compassionate way?” Because let’s face it, there is no
turning back. We are all unquestionably interconnected
on so many levels beyond our comprehension. “No color,
no religion, no nationality should come between us, we
are all children of God.” - St. Mother Teresa.
Salvatorians do not tend to call it globalism, we call it universality. Fr. Francis Jordan’s vision is global, however, the
lens he uses is Divine Providence, not unbridled selfish
gain. “What does it profit a person, if he gain the world
and yet lose his soul?” (Mt.16:26) When Fr. Francis Jordan founded our community, he expressly stated that we
are not to be a German, or Italian, nor an American order,
but a “universal” Society. This is the very reason he founded us in Rome, the center of Catholicism. Let us not forget, Catholic means “universal.” As Sister Carol Thresher
SDS writes: “The universality of the Salvatorian charism
is grounded in God’s gratuitous love… to evangelize the
good news that ‘all’ people and nations have a right to

a full and eternal life.” This is an inclusive apostolic mission that builds bridges for all, not walls of greed and selfpreservation, for a select few.
I now live at our Motherhouse in Rome, comprised of
twelve men from five continents of the world. It is a microcosm of universality. We are challenged to create a
new and genuine global “cultural reality” that echoes
more of our Founder’s vision, while still respecting the
uniqueness and value of each person and continent. Living and working together in our Motherhouse is a rich
experience that requires us to be poor in our response.
In other words, we are called to be humble enough to
“detach” ourselves from our narrow perspective and our
learned bias, that is held within us. To mitigate our own
righteous way of thinking that often echoes our nationalistic perceptions. We are called to be open to each other
by reserving judgement. To struggle with the tension of
being misunderstood and then finding ways to forgive
and heal. To realize that there is more than one way or
means to make the Savior known and loved. Five continents are coexisting under the same roof looking for new
ways to open the doors of goodness and kindness for a
hope-filled future. Can this micro challenge impact the
world on a macro level? I believe so.
We as Salvatorians, in and outside of the Motherhouse,
possess a very relevant charism based on universality.
We are currently in mission throughout 44 countries. Our
bold choice to love and serve all these continents around
the globe is a profound witness to a world that is fractured
by fear and selfishness. When universality (globalism) is
seen through the eyes of compassion, justice and respect
for the other, be it religiously, socially or economically, we
can move into the future with undaunted trust in Divine
Providence. Could this be the glue to help our fractured
Church and world? The first apostles believed it could,
despite their fears and limitations. Do we as “apostles for
our times” have the courage to even consider it?
Fr. Joseph Rodrigues SDS
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Generalate and General Secretariats
Agenda of activities

When

What

Where

Who

2 February

Celebration Day
of consecrated life

Saint Peters Basilica Rome

Motherhouse community

3–7
February

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate and Secretaries

10 – 12
February

Provincial Synod Poland

Krakow - Poland

Fr. Adam Teneta

17 – 19
February

Mission Procurators Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Br. Joby Philip,
Fr. Scott Wallenfelsz,
Generalate and Procurators

19 February –
6 March

School for Formators

Theresianum - Rome

Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz
and team

20 – 21
February

Safeguarding workshop

Gregoriana University
- Rome

Generalate and Secretaries

24 – 25
February

Meeting Communication team

Motherhouse
- Rome

Fr. Agustín Van Baelen
and team

27 – 28
February

Provincial Chapter Belgium

Hamont - Belgium

Fr. Agustín Van Baelen

2 – 3 March

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate and Secretaries

7 – 25 March

General Visitation East Asian
Mission Vicariate

Philippines,
Vietnam and China

Frs. Adam Teneta
and Sunil Thomas

21 March

Governing Board Meeting Juco

Morogoro - Tanzania

Frs. Ferdinand Lukoa
and Agustín Van Baelen

23 – 26
March

Follow up development mission

Antananarivo Madagascar

Fr. Agustín Van Baelen

27 March

Meeting leaderships
of SorDS and SDS

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate

31 March

Generalate Meeting

Motherhouse - Rome

Generalate and Secretaries
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News on the beatification process of the Founder
We have already informed about the most important steps
in the process for beatification of our Venerable Founder
which took place in 2019 (Informationes Vol. XII No. 4; Letter of the Superior General, Fr. Milton Zonta, of 6 December
2019), however it is good to give a summary of the latest
developments as we entered the new year 2020.
As we know, the process on the life and virtues of Fr. Francis
Jordan, which had been officially begun by Fr. Pancratius
Pfeiffer in 1942, concluded in 2011 with the Decree on the
Heroicity of Virtues.
In 2015 another canonical procedure was initiated, in order to prove a possible miracle through the intercession of
Fr. Jordan, which is necessary for his beatification. First, all
the documents and testimonies were officially gathered in
the diocese of Jundiai in Brazil, where the extraordinary healing in question had taken place. Since
late 2016 the case has been studied in Rome by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.
On 6 June 2019 the Medical Board of the Congregation discussed the case and approved the healing
as one which cannot be explained by medicine. Then the so called Positio on the miracle was prepared
and submitted for the study of the Theological Consultors of the Congregation. The appointed Consultors met on 5 December 2019, and after discussion expressed their opinion in favour of approving the
inexplicable healing as a miracle through the intercession of Fr. Francis Jordan.
Now the Positio on the miracle, comprising all the required documentation, will be submitted, together with the opinions of the Theological Consultors, to the judgment of the Cardinals and Bishops,
members of the Congregation, and will be discussed at their Ordinary Session. If the Cardinals and
Bishops approve the miracle, the Cause will be presented to the Holy Father, and if he decides to
give his final approval, he will authorize the Congregation to publish the decree on the miracle and to
proceed to the beatification.
As there are important steps of the beatification process ahead of us, we would like to ask all the
members to continue their prayers for the beatification of our Founder.
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Meetings
Joint leadership meeting of the Salvatorian Family

The three leadership teams in the Chapel of the Motherhouse of the Sisters
From 6 to 7 December 2019, the members of the leadership teams of the three branches of the Salvatorian
Family gathered at Villa Maria in Rome for the two-yearly meeting. After a warm welcome on behalf of
the Sisters, by Sr. Lilly Kurian, the members got the opportunity to present themselves, which was needed
due to the fact that it was the first time of gathering and some faces were not known yet. Being elected as
the chair, Fr. Agustín Van Baelen guided the members through the agenda. Main topics were the presentation of present developments in the different branches, the status quo, possible ways of collaboration, future perspectives regarding the beatification process of the Founder, the reports on the Joint Commissions
and the appointments of the chairs of these commissions.
A request for a space for archives was brought to the table by the leadership of the ICDS, which got a
positive answer from the Society, putting a certain space at the availability of the brand-new organized
branch of the general archives at Fribourg in Switzerland.
On 8 December, the day the Salvatorian Charism came into being in 1881, the leaderships celebrated together with the Motherhouse community at the Via della Conciliazione, the Lay Salvatorians from Italy,
the Sisters from the Motherhouse at Monteverde and the International Formation Community of Tor de’
Cenci a solemn Mass, presided by our General Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta.
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Joint International Commission for Salvatorian Identity and Mission - JICSIM

Sr. Dulcelene, Fr. Sydney, Fr. Joseph, Sr. Jacqueline and Mrs. Rita
The Joint International Commission for Salvatorian Identity and Mission (JICSIM) came together for
their first meeting at the Motherhouse of the Society in Rome on 4 and 5 December 2019. The commission is comprised of representatives from the Salvatorian Family: Sr. Jacqueline Mwakasu, Sr. Mary
Arokianathan, Sr. Dulcelene Ceccato, Mrs. Rita Van Olmen, Fr. Joseph Rodrigues and Fr. Francisco Sydney de Macedo Gonçalves.
The purpose of this commission is to assist our Salvatorian Family members in deepening their understanding of, and commitment to, the core and the heart of our common Salvatorian identity and mission.
They are to explore how we as Salvatorians live our common mission. In addition, the commission is to
find ways to implement, more concretely, our Salvatorian Family Charter.
The group first raised up that there are discrepancies in our international understanding of being a Salvatorian. Also, there is still confusion about the difference between charism and apostolate among our
members. Charism is a gift from the Holy Spirit to the Church and world, while apostolates are how it is
implemented.
The commission brainstormed a number of possibilities to help accomplish the tasks set before them.
Since the process for Fr. Francis Jordan’s beatification is moving forward, the commission explored ways
to deepen our Salvatorian identity and mission by focusing on the identity and mission of Fr. Francis Jordan more specifically. The commission has made plans to advocate the use of the new documentary film
on Fr. Francis Jordan, Become Great Before God, and to create an in-depth study guide to accompany the
film in order to evoke reflection and discussion for further integration of his charism and ours. There is a
plan to design and write material for a pilgrimage to the different places where Father Jordan lived, studied, worked and died: Gurtweil, Freiburg, Tafers, and Rome. There were initiatives to produce short quality videos for social media use. Brief prayer services will be developed and a Salvatorian prayer booklet
will be designed specifically to have available for mealtimes. The commission will create some formative
resources for all the branches, expressing the fundamental values of our Family Charter. This includes
updating our digital library of Salvatorian resources. The group will encourage our Salvatorian Family
to explore concrete ways of collaborating together, be it founding a new mission and/or networking with
Salvatorian schools. Ultimately, the commission created a strategic plan for the next five years.
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JPIC international commission meeting

Fr. Lukoa attending the workshop on JPIC
The hope of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) is to be the conscious prayer and action that
will help transform the world in the spirit of the Gospel through lives of justice, peace and care for the
integrity of creation. We are called to be transformed through conversations with God and see the love
of God in all creation. We need actions that will help to create a more just and peaceful world by seeing
Christ in others and perceiving God’s presence in all creation. JPIC encourages all of us to engage in the
mission of the Church: to have a sensitive heart full of compassion, open our eyes to see what is happening around us and to hear the cries of the poor. The desire is to be ready to respond with mercy and works
of charity. We have to remember always that everything created by God has a purpose and destiny for its
existence which is God himself.
On 3 December 2019 the JPIC International Commission had its meeting in Rome. The Commission
is composed by three members: Sr. Renaria Bezerra SorDS (chairperson), Ms. Anne Cullender ICDS
(secretary), and Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa SDS. The meeting was held at Villa Maria at the Generalate of the
Salvatorian Sisters. The Commission met for the first time and discussed some issues stemming from the
decisions of the General Chapters to be implemented. Prior to this meeting Fr. Lukoa attended the JPIC
International workshop which took place at Tor di Nona, in Rome for two days and reported to the commission and the Joint Leadership the issues discussed in the International workshop. JPIC Commission
reminds the units to keep in touch with the International Commission so as to let the Salvatorian Family
worldwide know how we are involved in JPIC issues.
Some of the topics discussed by this commission were our awareness on Church documents on Social
Teaching, Ecological challenges (Laudato Si), the Pan-Amazonian Synod, Human Trafficking, Refugees
and Immigrants. All these issues should be responded to according to our Salvatorian spirituality through
our apostolic works in the light of the Gospel. The Commission asks all the units to have a display of
JPIC activities in their areas of ministries, perform the activities on JPIC issues as recommended on the
JPIC calendar and attend seminars and workshops on JPIC on local and international levels. Bringing an
impact to people, the Commission insists on the use of social media (websites with concrete activities and
short videos). The Commission will meet yearly to discuss and evaluate its activities and reports of the units.
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International History and Charism Commission
The new International History and Charism Commission met for the first time at our Motherhouse in
Rome on 13 and 14 December 2019. This commission was established as a result of a decision of the
last General Chapter, and the following were appointed as members: Fr. Luis Alfredo Escalante (CO),
Mr. Johan Moris (BG) (President), Br. Leszek Szura (PL), Fr. Piotr Szyrszeń (PL), Fr. Adam Teneta
(PL/GEN) and Fr. Michael Tesha (TA - he was not able to attend the meeting). The commission reviewed
the tasks assigned to it by Ordinance 1. of the XIX General Chapter and by the Generalate, made plans to
implement them and distributed responsibilities among the members.
Among other things, the following topics were discussed: preparation of a foundational paper on the history, theology, formation, and experience of the Salvatorian religious Brother, updating the bibliography
on Salvatorian charism and spirituality, possible help for the international formation, as well as continuation of the series Salvatorians worth knowing. A significant part of the meeting was dedicated to helping
in preparation of the texts required in the last stage of the beatification process of the Founder. We are
grateful to the commission members for their availability and hard work.

Fr. Luis Alfredo, Fr. Adam, Mr. Johan, Fr. Piotr and Br. Leszek
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Canonical Visitations
Austrian Pro-Province

The visitators Frs. Sunil and Agustín among the confreres of the community of Timisoara
From 10 until 19 November 2019, Frs. Sunil Thomas and Agustín Van Baelen on behalf of the General
Superior visited canonically the Austrian Pro-Province and the Romanian Region. The Austrian ProProvince is one of the countries with a longstanding Salvatorian presence that reaches back to the times
of the Founder and consists of 4 communities: 3 in Austria (since 1892) and 1 in Romania (since 1898). At
the moment of the visitation there were 26 confreres, out of which two are from Tanzania and one confrere is working in the East Asian Mission Vicariate. The average age of the confreres is 66. The youngest
member is 31 years old and the oldest 93. 13 members are above 70 years and 13 below 70. At present the
unit has 1 novice in the Philippines.
Apart from the formal visits to the local ordinaries in Vienna and Timisoara, who expressed that they
were very happy with the apostolic work that Salvatorians have realized in the past and still are doing,
the visitators had the opportunity to have a meeting with all the confreres in the different communities
as well as with representatives of the two other branches of the Salvatorian Family and cooperators who
work in the Unit.
In spite of being a diminishing Unit, which is not an exception in West – Europe, one can experience that
there is no fatalism or negative spirit. Members feel themselves part of an international Society which is
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preparing plans to give an adequate answer to the needs of the time. Two dimensions will be important
for the future: the challenge to create communities where our confreres will feel at home, no matter where
they come from and at the same time, the cultivation of a fundamental openness towards the Society at
international level, keeping in mind that our Society is broader than only what is going on within the national boarders of the country we are living and working in.
It is encouraging to see how many efforts have already been done by the Provincial Mission Secretariat
to support our expansion units in their budgets, but mainly in specific projects. The leaders of the ProProvince are willing to do so in the future too, in spite of the many expenses there are for care of the elder
and sick confreres.
When it comes to new vocations, Austria is in this moment a rather dry region, but in Romania, more
actions will be undertaken in the near future. There is future only if the confreres engage seriously in
vocation promotion, not only in the region of Timisoara, but in the entire country. It is good to see that the
involved members are willing to reorganize their tasks, cooperating also with confreres from other units.
On behalf of the General Superior, we thank the Unit, especially Fr. Josef Wonisch who has been an excellent host, for welcoming the visitators during the visitation, creating opportunities for them to observe,
to share, to listen and to speak with the different confreres and people they have met.

Albanian and Croatian Foundation of the Polish Province

The visitators with confreres working in Albania and Croatia
From 13 to 16 November 2019 Frs. Adam Teneta and Joseph Rodrigues on behalf of the General Superior
conducted the canonical visitation of our community in Albania and Croatia. This foundation is a part of
the Polish Province and Salvatorians have been present in Albania since 1997 and in Croatia since 2017.
At present there are three confreres working in Albania and two in Croatia. Their main ministry is the
parish apostolate and work with young people, but they also undertake other forms of apostolic activity.
There are two young Salvatorians in formation at our SDS Seminary in Bagno, Poland, coming from the
foundation: one is a religious brother and the other is studying as a candidate for the priesthood.
The Generalate members visited all the Salvatorian locations in both countries and met with all the members of the foundation. They also paid a visit to Archbishop Angelo Massafra, OFM, of Shkodrë-Pult in
Albania and to Bishop Mate Uzinić of Dubrovnik in Croatia, as well as to the Salvatorian Sisters in Albania. We were happy to see a young, energetic SDS community, with a deep missionary spirit and the attitude of service. We are most grateful for the warm welcome and attention provided by Fr. Tomasz Górny,
Foundation Superior, our confreres and the people we met throughout the visit.
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Tanzania Mission Pro-Province

The visitators, Frs. Milton and Lukoa in the community of Dar es Salaam
From November 01 to 22 the Superior General Fr. Milton Zonta and Fr. Ferdinand Lukoa made a canonical visitation in the Tanzania Mission Pro-Province. They had an opportunity to visit all the communities
in the country and dialogue with our members. They witnessed their pastoral activities and visited our
formation houses of Namiungo, Nakapanya and Morogoro. There are five communities in the Tanzania
Mission Pro-Province: Namiungo, Masasi, Mafia, Dar es Salaam and Morogoro. These communities are
located in three different dioceses: the diocese of Tunduru-Masasi, the archdiocese of Dar es Salaam and
the diocese of Morogoro. Recently the Salvatorians in Tanzania extended their apostolates in the archdiocese of Dodoma (St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta parish) and the diocese of Njombe at St. John Paul II parish.
Generally, it was wonderful to see how our confreres progress in the charism and spirituality of Fr. Francis Jordan in their areas of apostolate. For the time being the Tanzania Mission Pro-Province has 119
members with a boom of vocations. There are very few missionaries still working in Tanzania. The majority of the members of this unit and those in formation (Namiungo and Nakapanya) are from Tanzania
and some from neighbouring countries such as Kenya and Uganda. At the “Mater Salvatoris” International Formation House in Morogoro we have members from Tanzania, Congo, Kenya, Uganda, Vietnam
and India. It’s our responsibility to make sure that we provide a good Salvatorian formation for the future
of the Society.
During the visitation the Superior General and Fr. Lukoa had an opportunity to meet all the bishops with
whom we are working in their dioceses and all expressed their joy to work with the Salvatorians. They
visited also our confrere Monsignor Lazarus Msimbe who is the Apostolic Administrator of the diocese
of Morogoro. Also, in Dar es Salaam the Superior General met a group of lay faithful who are in formation of becoming Lay Salvatorians and had a conference with them. The visitators had an opportunity to
visit the Salvatorian Sisters in Masasi and both sides expressed their gratitude for the good collaboration
between the unit and the region of the sisters.
In each community that they visited, Frs. Milton and Lukoa shared with the members a PowerPoint presentation that provided information about our global community. We encourage our members to continue
with the spirit of passion for the mission and the society. The Superior General thanked the Provincial
leadership of Tanzania for the good collaboration with the Generalate and encouraged them to work in
solidarity with every member of the unit making sure that in the near future the Tanzania Mission ProProvince would become a self-sufficient unit.
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Belgian Province

The visitators Frs. Adam and Joseph with the members of the Provincialate
and the community of Scherpenheuvel
The General Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta, delegated Frs. Adam Teneta and Joseph Rodrigues to hold the
General Visitation of the Belgian Province from 3 until 10 November 2019.
Belgium is probably best known for its delicious chocolates, yet as a Province they are best known for
their palatable missionary spirit. Throughout the years, they truly grasped the Founder’s vision of an apostolic community. The Belgian members’ thrust to go outward as missionaries to such distant lands from
Congo to Venezuela, gives us a taste of their universality and zeal to make the Saviour known, to “savour
the Divine,” we might say.
They have accomplished much these past years and now many members in the province are at an age
where they can see the fruits of their work and can pray in gratitude for trusting in Divine Providence.
In fact, many are adapting to a ministry of prayer for the Society’s future, while contributing significant
financial resources to our developing areas of mission. The province is also experiencing a sign of hope
as one scholastic in formation is currently studying theology in the international formation community
“Mater Salvatoris” at Tor de’ Cenci in Rome.
Though the province goes through different stages of diminishment, many confreres still remain active
and interested in ministries to varying degrees, that their health and energy will allow. The unit also still
has a very capable and dedicated men who continue the mission in various capacities in parishes, schools,
hospital chaplaincies, outreach and administration.
Hamont is still an impressive institution and yet it is important that the unit continue to seek ways to repurpose it for future sustainability and to continue to redefine their relationship with WICO College (the
present name of the past Salvatorian College) in nurturing our SDS charism. Hulpactie, which translates
as Salvatorian Relief Action, is a long-time apostolate of the unit that serves internationally in a significant way. This organization provides a number of human and financial resources for a multitude of international needs ranging from adoption to fighting hunger.
As you can see, according to the report of both visitators, the Belgium province has fed the Society in a
variety of sweet and nourishing ways, in and out of their country.
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Swiss Vicariate

Frs. Milton and Sunil in the community of Fribourg (CH)
The canonical visitation of the Swiss Vicariate was done by Frs. Sunil Thomas and Agustín Van Baelen
on the request of the General Superior, from 9 until 13 December 2019. The Salvatorian presence in Switzerland reaches back to our Founder, Fr. Francis Jordan, who died even there on 8 September 1918.
At present this Administrative Unit consists of two communities: one in Zug and the other in Fribourg. As
of now, there are 10 confreres in the Vicariate, out of which 8 are over 70 and 2 below. The Vicariate is
quite “international”: 3 members were born in Poland, 1 is from Belgium and spent the biggest part of his
missionary life in the Congo, 1 is from Germany and the other confreres are “natives”!
The visitators had the opportunity to talk individually with all the members, also with those who live in
an elderly home. In spite of their high age, members are still very much engaged in pastoral activities.
Apart from that, there are common prayers and meals, which aids the continuity of community life.
The unit is financially healthy and balanced, and a lot of investments have been done over the past years.
The condition of the real estate is therefore very good and is of high financial value. In the past as well as
at present the Salvatorians in Switzerland were and are very important for the development of the Society,
mainly when it comes to investments and projects. It is no secret that Switzerland has always shown big
solidarity with the expansion units and the Society worldwide, raising funds on the one hand, but also living a humble and simple lifestyle at the other hand. In this sense the visitators, on behalf of the Society,
expressed their gratefulness to all those confreres who have lived a missionary spirit in their unit and
have given their best to further and to support the missions. In this frame, furthering the missionary spirit,
one of the main apostolates has always been publications and press apostolate. In Informationes Vol XII,
nr. 5 a long article was dedicated to this apostolate, at the occasion of the publication of the last issue of
the oldest Salvatorian Magazine: “Der Missionär”.
When it comes to future perspectives, all confreres are open to become part of a unit that will pass the national borders. In that sense, first contacts with the Diocese of Fribourg were established, in order to take
over first partially and later on maybe completely the pastoral care in the pastoral unit of Tafers. It will
offer us the possibility to become more visible as a Salvatorian community in that important area related
with our Founder. In this sense, also first talks have started to integrate the confreres working in Gurtweil
in this broader perspective.
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In the near future the community of Zug will be closed down and the house will be sold. The chapter of
the Unit had already decided this. Now it will be a question of finding the right way to do so as smooth
as possible. The concentration on Fribourg as a focus community, will surely help to further the brotherly
atmosphere, keeping mind, eyes and ears open to give the right answer to the needs of today. Words of
thanks to the confreres, especially to Fr. Karl Meier, concluded this pleasant visitation.

Italian Vicariate

The visitators with the members of the Italian Vicariate and Deacon Hermes of the lay Salvatorians
On 30 November 2019 Frs. Adam Teneta and Joseph Rodrigues, conducted the canonical visitation of the
Italian Vicariate of our Society. At the moment there are five members of the vicariate: two work at our
parish of Holy Mary Queen of Martyrs in Dragona, at the southern outskirts of Rome, one is a formator at
our International Missionary Formation House “Mater Salvatoris” in Rome, and two are retired.
The visitators were able to meet with four members of the vicariate, as well as with two representatives
of the Salvatorian Academic Apostolate (Apostolato Accademico Salvatoriano), an association founded
by Lay Salvatorians, which collaborates with our parish. The meeting with the vicariate members gave
an opportunity to discuss the current state of the unit, as well as the prospective of its future restructuring. The main apostolic activity of the vicariate focuses on the parish, which was entrusted to the pastoral
care of the Salvatorians in September 2018, and since then has been developing into a vivid, enthusiastic
community of faith, thanks to the hard work of our confreres and those collaborating with them, including students and formators of the International Formation House “Mater Salvatoris” and a member of the
Motherhouse community.
We would like to express our deep gratitude towards Fr. Agostino Maiolini, Vicariate Superior, and the
members of the unit for their warm welcome and fruitful time spent.
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Visits
Formation houses in Congo
The General Formation Secretary,
Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz, visited
the formation houses in the Democratic Republic of the Congo from
16 until 30 November 2019. He was
accompanied by Fr. Charles Mushitu
who helped him in reaching the goal
of the visit. The main reason for this
visit was to begin the psychological
evaluation process in the initial formation, and to get familiarized with
the current situation of the initial
formation in the Congo Missionary
Fr. Krzysztof with some of the scholastics
Pro-Province, as well as to know
the formators and the formandi. The
Salvatorian communities welcomed and hosted the guests very well. They had the opportunity to conduct
the psychological evaluation, to speak with formators and formandi. Apart from this, Fr. Krzysztof gave
lectures on the topic of the understanding of continuing formation on the path of being Salvatorian.
The first phase of initial formation, propaedeutic year, is at Lubumbashi. The community consists of
11 formandi and one formator, Fr. Serge Lumbwe, who is also responsible for the administrative work at
the Salvatorian primary school “Wokovu”.
The Novitiate is also situated in the same place. The community consist of 14 novices: 3 from Cameroon
end 11 from the Congo. The formators who are responsible for the novitiate are Frs. Guy Nduu, who is the
novice master and Delphin Mutombo, who is the socius.
“Salvator House” is the name of the scholasticate. It is situated in Tshabula, near to the town of Kolwezi.
There are 34 formandi in Philosophy and 3 in Theology. They are from Congo, Tanzania, Kenya, Cameroon and Madagascar. Their intellectual formation is organized in the University College “Saint John
XXIII”, run by the Franciscans, at half an hour distance from our formation house. The formators of the
community are Fr. Marcellin Mukwasay (RDC), who is the rector, Fr. Thobias Lupilya (TA), who is the
vice rector and Fr. Eric Banza (RDC) who serves as the treasurer. Around the city of Kolwezi there are
also Salvatorian sisters. They work mainly in hospitals and schools.
Good and constructive talks about formation took place, which hopefully will bear excellent fruits. It is
worthwhile to mention that also our Sisters, Sr. Estela and Sr. Micheline are helping with a lot of care in
the formation of our formandi. Thanks to all the confreres involved in formation and a special expression
of gratitude to Fr. Charles Mushitu for his precise and endless translation efforts and his help of beginning
the psychology assessment.
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Our departed Confreres
We pray for our deceased confreres:
Fr. Rupert Aschenbrenner was born on 4 February 1940. He professed
his first vows in the Society of the Divine Saviour through the Austrian ProProvince at Passau in 1960. After having concluded his studies of Philosophy at the Gregorian University in Rome and Theology in Passau, he was
ordained a priest on the Feast of St. Peter and Paul, 29 June 1966. The
young Fr. Rupert worked as a chaplain and teacher in different pastoral
fields. In the unit he served as the provincial superior and treasurer. Beyond
the borders of his home unit, he served also as the superior of our Motherhouse. Before retiring, he returned to the pastoral field of parish work and
chaplaincy. Fr. Rupert died after a long time of illness on 3 December 2019
in Graz where he was buried in the tomb of the Salvatorians.

Br. Paulo (Osvaldo) Benedito Vicençoti was born at Pirajuí, SP, in Brazil on
3 March 1932. He joined the Society of the Divine Saviour, professing his
first vows on 8 September 1955. He graduated in History and did courses
of bookkeeping, which was very helpful in his service as the auxiliary of
the Provincial Treasurer and as the local treasurer in several communities.
Brother Paulo was a humble and joyful Salvatorian who liked to be near to
the people in his pastoral service, mainly as a catechist in different places.
He died on 19 January 2020 at Teresina PI at the age of 87, having been for
64 years a Salvatorian.

Fr. Antoni Polaniak was born on 15 January 1950 at Tokornia near to
Myslenice in Poland. He finished his noviciate in Bagno professing his
first vows in the Society on 15 August 1966. He was ordained a priest on
23 May 1974 in Trzebinia. In 1976 he started to study at the Academy of
Fine Arts in Krakow where he obtained his master’s degree at the Faculty
of Painting on 28 September 1981. Apart from pastoral service in different
parishes, Fr. Antony served as a sacral art expert. He designed and created many artistic sacral works, mainly in the USA and Poland. After a long
period of illness, he died on 23 January 2020 in Mikolow, at the age of 70,
after having been for 54 years a Salvatorian.
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Appointments
Joint International Commission for Salvatorian Identity and Mission
(JICSIM)
The leaders of the three branches of the Salvatorian Family, with the consent of their respective Councils,
appointed on their meeting at 6 December Fr. Joseph Rodrigues SDS (USA/GEN) as the Chair of the
JICSIM for the mandate 2019 - 2024.

Joint Commission for Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation (JCJPIC)
On the agenda of the meeting with the leaders of the Salvatorian Family was also the appointment of the
President of the JCJPIC. With the consent of their respective Councils, the leaders decided to appoint
Sr. Renaria Bezerra SorDS (BR/GEN) who willingly accepted to lead this commission for the next 5 years.

Joint Commission regarding Expanding the Salvatorian Family (JCESF)
On the Joint Leaderships Meeting of the Salvatorian Family, held on 6 and 7 December 2019 Mr. Sabin
Ormaza ICDS (VEN/GEN) was appointed by the leaders of the three branches, with the consent of their
respective Councils, to guide and lead the Joint Commission regarding Expanding the Salvatorian Family
as its chair for the coming 5 years.

From Father Francis Jordan
“Take it as a very important
concern to care
for the recovery
of your physical health,
so you may serve God better
and do more for His glory
and for the salvation
of your neighbours.”
SD I/53
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Congratulations
RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

First vows

Tanzania
On 7 December 2019, our Society grew in numbers
because six young men professed their first vows
through the Tanzania Mission Pro-Province: Abel
Christopher Mdusi, Gregory Aloyce Paschal Mnegero, Henk Gallus Mawala, Joseph George Maige,
Venance Majebele Henry and Raphael Mwendwa
Samuel. The last one in this list, is now the first professed member, being directly a fruit of our Salvatorian Mission “Fr. Otto Hopfenmüller” in Kenya. The
newly professed will soon go to the international formation house in Tshabula, where they will start language classes in French and in September 2020 will
initiate their Philosophy studies. May the Spirit make
them strong and perseverant in order to become more
and more enthusiastic and committed members of
the Society!

Venezuela
11 January 2020 was a day of joy for the Salvatorians in Venezuela because the novices Jesús Enrique
Castillo Aponte and José David Viloria González
professed their vows, after having completed this important year of introduction into religious life at the
International Salvatorian Noviciate “Villa Jordán” in
Manizales. The first vows, as prescribed in our Rules,
took place in a Eucharist at the chapel of the Formation House “Santo Cristo de El Amparo”, attended
by confreres, lay-salvatorians, relatives and many
friends. May God bless Jesús Enrique and José David
in their commitment and guide them from now on
during their studies of Theology in the International
Formation House in Sao Paulo.
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Brazil
On Sunday, Feast of the Baptism of our Lord,
12 January 2020, three young men finished their novitiate, pronouncing first profession through the Brazilian Province in the Society of the Divine Saviour
at the Parish church of “Nossa Senhora de Parecida”
in Moema, Sao Paulo: Carlos Alberto Sousa Silva,
Carlos Antônio Silva Maia and Claudio da Silva Serralheiro. May the Spirit of perseverance, happiness
and commitment always accompany them.

Colombia
On 25 January 2020, Feast of the Conversion of
St. Paul, three novices professed their vows in the
Society of the Divine Saviour through the Colombian Province at the Divine Saviour Church in Bogotá: Andrés Alfonso Génez Solórzano, Campo Elías
Gutiérrez Gutiérrez and Yiduar Gelber Cordero Duarte. We wish them God´s guidance and enlightenment during their studies they will start soon.

Perpetual vows

Tanzania

On 1 January 2020, Solemnity of our Lady, Mother
of God, a big celebration took place at the international formation house “Mater Salvatoris” in Morogoro. 9 confreres professed their perpetual vows in
the Society expressing their firm wish to follow Jesus
faithfully and to serve Him and His work of Salvation, dedicating themselves to Him in His Church
without reserve to a life of apostolic service, trusting
in the help of the Mother of the Saviour, the patrons
of the Society, as well as the daily help of the confreres. We thank heartily the following confreres:
Br. Adolf Bwakila (TA), Cl. Andrew Uisso Mosses (TA), Cl. Deusdedith Mbilinyi (TA), Br. Johannes
Charles Rukwata (TA), Cl. John W. Nsenye (TA), Br. Living Mshingie Msangi (TA), Cl. Johnviany Dotto
Francis (TA), Cl. Robert Marwein (IMV), Cl. Wester David Marbaniang (IMV) for their witness and pray
that the Lord may always guide them in their commitment and strengthen their resolution to fulfill their
whole life what they have vowed.

Informationes, Vol XII, Nr. 7 February 2020, Rome 19

Ordinations
Priesthood
Mozambique – Brazil

23 November 2019 was a day of feast and gratitude for our confreres of the Mission in Mozambique under the Brazilian Province, because on that day Fr. Alfredo Domingos Cumbi SDS was ordained to the
priesthood at the Parish of Our Lady of Fatima in Jangamo, by Most Rev. Adriano Langa, Bishop of the
Diocese of Inhambane. May the missionary spirit of service and the apostolic zeal always remain in the
heart of the newly ordained Fr. Alfredo and the confreres of the Mission.

India
The General Secretariat was informed that
the following confreres belonging to the Indian Mission Vicariate were ordained to the
priesthood:
Fr. Sunil Babu Velpuri, at the St. John
Church, Vellaturu, New Nagar, by
Most Rev. Thelagthoti Joseph Raja Rao
SMM, Bishop of Vijayawada on 27 December
2019. Fr. Movin Rickson R., at the St. Mathew Parish of Pallam, by Most Rev. Nazarene Soosa, Bishop of
Kottar, on 4 January 2020; Fr. Gervas Daimari, at the Catholic Church of Ambagaon, Udalguri District
by Most Rev. Michael Akasius Toppo, Bishop of Tezpur Diocese on 12 January 2020; Fr. Sindus Kumar
Nayak, at the Immaculate Conception Parish in Aligonda, by Most Rev. Sarat Chandra Nayak, Bishop of
Berhamput, on 18 January 2020.
We wish the four neomists God´s blessing in their future apostolates and pray that they remain faithful
apostles for our times!
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Jubilees
The following confreres will celebrate their jubilee of profession or ordination. Our Superior General,
Fr. Milton Zonta and his Council, thank them all for their faithful witness, their service and commitment as Salvatorians and wish them many blessings in order to continue, also in the years to come to be a
blessing for all!

Profession

Jubilees of Profession During 2020
Congratulations!
25 Years of Profession
BR
CO
IN
IN
IN
IN MH
PL MH
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL CA
PL
GB
CD
CD
PL
PL
D
TA

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.

Jair
Héctor Miguel
Vinoy Joseph
Sajimon [Sebastian]
Joseph
Sunil
Krzysztof
Janusz
Piotr
Tomasz
Michał
Wiesław
Maciej
Roman
Henry
Floribert
Joseph
Artur
Grzegorz
Lambertus
Cyril

Carlesso
Martínez Barrios
Thottakkara
Francis
Kannamparambil
Thomas
Gasperowicz
Cwynar
Hałdaś
Kieroń
Owczarek
Waldon
Woś
Wroblewski
Nevin
Kalinda Mulikita
Kayij Kiza
Stobierski
Podsiadło
Schildt
Kessi

DD-MM-YY

14-01-1995
25-01-1995
01-05-1995
01-05-1995
01-05-1995
01-05-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
08-09-1995
29-09-1995
29-09-1995
01-10-1995
02-10-1995
07-10-1995
08-12-1995

40 Years of Profession
BR CO
BR MH
PL D
PL

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Nelson
Milton
Wiesław
Włodzimierz

Barbieri
Zonta
Kaczor
Łaś

DD-MM-YY

17-02-1980
17-02-1980
08-09-1980
08-09-1980
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PL AS
PL
PL MH
PL
PL

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Leonard
Rafał
Jarosław
Grzegorz
Marian

Maciończyk
Masarczyk
Merecki
Sawicki
Rybczyński

08-09-1980
08-09-1980
08-09-1980
08-09-1980
08-09-1980

50 Years of Profession
US
US
D
D

Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.

William
Thomas
Eugen
Bernd

Kelly
Meyer
Kloos
Dangelmayer

DD-MM-YY

29-06-1970
29-06-1970
11-10-1970
11-10-1970

60 Years of Profession
D
D
US
PL
BG
US
US
US

Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Hubert
Paulus
Edward
Józef
Mathieu
David
William
Joseph G.

Garthoff
Blum
Havlovic
Zuziak
Cornelissen
Cooney
Remmel
Wambach

DD-MM-YY

01-05-1960
01-05-1960
29-06-1960
15-08-1960
08-09-1960
08-09-1960
08-09-1960
08-09-1960

65 Years of Profession
CO
CO
D
BG
BG CH
GB
AU
GB
GB
AU

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.

Germán
Bernardo
Stephan
Theo
Richard
James
Reinhard
Liam
Séamus
Leonhard

Osorio Marín
Ospina Hoyos
Horn
Janssen
Govaers
Bradley
Jedinger
Talbot
O’Duill
Hager

DD-MM-YY

02-02-1955
02-02-1955
01-05-1955
29-09-1955
29-09-1955
11-10-1955
11-10-1955
11-10-1955
11-10-1955
08-12-1955
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70 Years of Profession
US
US
PL
PL
PL
PL CH
D
CH

Br.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Ervan
Samuel
Paweł
Helmut
Józef
Gerard
Richard
Marius

Digman
Larson
Stanoszek
Juros
Fugiel
Rogowski
Zehrer
Stapfer

DD-MM-YY

19-03-1950
19-03-1950
08-09-1950
08-09-1950
08-09-1950
08-09-1950
08-12-1950
08-12-1950

Ordination

Jubilees of Ordinations During 2020
Congratulations!
25 Years of Ordination
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL
PL EA

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Krystian
Tomasz
Janusz
Bogdan
Artur
Jacek
Stanisław
Stanisław
Marek
Leszek
Jacek
Bernard
Józef
Artur

Kolba
Łosiewicz
Barglik
Cwynar
Kochmański
Malaga
Mucha
Murawski
Sarniewicz
Skaliński
Szewczyk
Witek
Figiel
Chrzanowski

DD-MM-YY

27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
27-05-1995
08-12-1995

40 Years of Ordination
BG
PL
PL

Fr. Thieu
Fr. Roman
Fr. Edward

Reemers
Góral
Lasek

DD-MM-YY

29-03-1980
16-04-1980
16-04-1980
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PL
PL
US
US
AU
AU
CO
ES

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Marian
Jan
Joseph
Peter
Josef
Herbert
Tulio Enrique
José María

Piekarczyk
Lubszczyk
Jagodensky
Schuessler
Wonisch
Baumann
Londoño Barrios
Rodanés Martínez

16-04-1980
16-04-1980
10-05-1980
31-05-1980
29-06-1980
29-06-1980
10-08-1980
08-12-1980

50 Years of Ordination
PL
GB
BG
US
CO

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Ignacy
Gerard
Mathieu
Keith
Julio César

Pawlus
Daly
Pouls
Brennan
Castaño García

DD-MM-YY

14-06-1970
28-06-1970
05-07-1970
04-09-1970
10-10-1970

60 Years of Ordination
AU
D
PL
PL
PL
PL
BG

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Reinhard
Stephan
Władysław
Joachim
Jan
Tadeusz
Theo

Jedinger
Horn
Mszal
Strzelecki
Lasek
Skwarczek
Janssen

DD-MM-YY

26-06-1960
29-06-1960
29-06-1960
29-06-1960
29-06-1960
29-06-1960
02-10-1960

65 Years of Ordination
IT
D
CH

Fr. Giovanni
Fr. Richard
Fr. Marius

Mazzoni
Zehrer
Stapfer

DD-MM-YY

03-07-1955
24-09-1955
24-09-1955
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SDS varia

This past period of time two confreres had the opportunity to meet face to face with the Holy Father,
Pope Francis: Fr. Milton Zonta, during the meeting with the General Superiors and Cl. Ruphin Kabondo
Kabondo, scholastic at our international formation house “Mater Salvatoris” at Tor de’ Cenci, who assisted the Pope during the Mass according the Congolese rite in St. Peters basilica. We give both of them
the floor:
Our confrere Ruphin writes:
“How big is the joy of one when he meets for the first time the Pope. How does one feel? What kind of
reactions does one have, being near to the Holy Father? I would like to communicate to you the answers
to these three questions, in order to share with you my humble experience during the first encounter with
the Pope during the Mass in December 2019. I was blessed to be selected for serving the Pope, keeping
his crosier in my hands. It was the first time and my heart was really full of joy and this joy I want to
share with all of you.
My first time I have seen the Pope was on the Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe, 12 December 2017, when
the scholastics of “Mater Salvatoris” went with Fr. Agustín Van Baelen to the Mass in the St. Peters
Basilica. We prayed together with the Pope and the community. It was a nice experience, but my joy was
even deeper and bigger when I could shake hands with him and serve him during Mass. I will never forget that 1 December 2019, because on that day so many good things happened.
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On 1 December the Church celebrates the Memory of Blessed Anuarite Nengapeta. She was born in
Congo on 29 December 1939 and died at 1 December 1964. Her beatification took place on 15 August
1985 and she is important for the Universal Church, but especially for the Church in Congo.
On 1 December 2017, I left for the first time my country in order to start my theological formation in
Rome. And exactly two years later, I had the opportunity to serve the Pope during Mass. It was really a
great event for me to be so near to him, on the occasion of the XXV anniversary of the Foundation of the
Chaplaincy of the Congolese Community in Rome. I was for sure not the only one who felt this joy, but
also for the entire Congolese community, my family and my community “Mater Salvatoris” at Tor de’
Cenci. I hope that my parish, my province and the entire Society will join also in this joy. I would like to
thank God for calling me to religious life, as a Salvatorian. Thanks also to my superiors who have allowed me to have this experience.
My joy was so big, not only because of the direct vicinity to the Pope, who is the successor of Simon Peter and guides the same Church that was called into life by Jesus and built on Peter. With eyes of faith, I
would say that touching the hands of the Pope, the successor of Peter, one is touching the hands of Jesus,
who is the founder and head of the Church. This is really an honour. I got a lot of positive reactions of
so many confreres, sisters and friends when they had seen me on the television. I pray the good Lord to
bless them all, through the intercession of Blessed Anuarite Nengapeta.”

Fr. Milton Zonta reports:
For the third time, Pope Francis met the members of the Union of Superiors General. It is a triennial
meeting that seems, almost, mutually necessary, an opportunity for listening, without agendas, rules,
and formalities. In fact, it is not so much an audience as a “special” meeting with its own, possibly
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unique, characteristics. The Pope himself recalled this, as soon as he arrived in the Synod Hall in the
Vatican, where 150 superiors general were waiting for him, welcoming him with thunderous applause:
“This is a private and free meeting: feel free to speak up and… I feel free to speak with you…” The Pope
spoke with great confidence and practically, trusting completely the discretion of those present about
any reports on the meeting.
The Pope, unlike our previous visits, spoke in Spanish, answering the spontaneous questions that were
addressed to him in different languages, resulting, if possible, in something even more confidential. Seasoning the reflections with anecdotes and examples that came to him from the memories of his life and
from his heart, it seemed to be the inner synthesis of so many reflections and so much prayer. We were
really struck by his wisdom, his experience, and his practicality.
The meeting lasted an hour and a half, followed by a long queue in which the Pope personally wished to
greet all those present. There was no formality beyond the greeting to the Pope by the USG President,
Fr. Arturo Sosa, SJ, and then direct questions, without preambles, which the Pope answered with clarity
and freedom.
Several themes were addressed in the dialogue: the relationship with public institutions and governments, the path of the future and prophecy, the challenges of formation and vocational discernment, the
closeness to the poor and our witness of poverty, the dialogue between religious superiors and bishops,
the service of government in religious life today, the situation of young religious in the face of a certain
pessimism and sense of tiredness that winds through the Institutes, safeguarding and clericalism.
Readers of Informationes will understand that I am not allowed to go into detail, but one thing I would
like to mention in a particular way, when a young religious complained of a certain pessimism that is
sometimes breathed in religious institutes, that challenges of the dreams of young people and their desire
for change. The Pope replied that pessimism is the temptation of the infertile and of those who do not
know how to generate life. Pessimism is not Christian. Let us ask the Lord not to be pessimistic. Where
there is pessimism, there is no fruitfulness.
Thus ends a beautiful encounter, in which the Pope gave us, with simplicity, something of the treasure of
his wisdom and experience and also much confidence, speaking to us from the heart of the things that
are most dear to him.
Thank you Pope Francis!”
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Travelling to Rome
Members who need a visa to enter Italy are asked to note the following:
A member is required to provide the following information: First and last
names as they appear in his passport; the member’s place of birth (i.e.,
city/state/country); the number of the member’s passport and dates of
arrival and departure from Europe.
This information should be sent directly to the General Secretary
(generalate-secretariat@mailsds.org). Since it takes some time to
complete all the steps, please send this information well in advance of
the planned visit.
Members planning to visit the Motherhouse are also asked to directly
contact the superior of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest rooms
and make other arrangements. He can be reached at:
E-mail
motherhouse@mailsds.org
Fax
+39 (06) 68629.400
Please be advised that because of the planned papal celebrations and
audiences, we might be unable to meet you at or take you to the airport.
There are often obstacles placed, especially on Sunday and Wednesday.
Thank you for your understanding.
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