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“Father may they
be one in us as you
are in me and I am
in you,
so that the world
may believe it was
you who sent me.”
(John: 17: 21).
The deepest need
of every human being is to love and to be
loved, to understand and to be understood.
This great need was placed by God! Love is
the goal of God’s community and it is the
motivating force for its growth. A genuine
fraternal community is the most impressive
witness the modern world can have thus
giving credibility to our Christian message.
Fraternal community is truly a living
presence of Christ; it is a revelation of
Christ to the world. “Sometimes our light
goes out, but it is blown again into flame
by an encounter with another human
being. Each of us owes the deepest thanks
to those who rekindle this inner light”
(Albert Schweitzer).
Our community life is and should be the
consequence of the choices we have made.
Community is a place of belonging, the
rock where we are grounded and in which
we find our identity. As a child suffers
loneliness and anguish when it feels that
it does not belong to anyone or anywhere,
so also an individual feels loneliness when
s/he realizes that s/he does not belong to
anyone or anywhere.
The longer we journey on the road to inner
healing and wholeness, the more the sense
of belonging grows and deepens. If our
community gives us a sense of belonging,
it also helps us to accept our loneliness in
a personal meeting with God. The danger
for some of us today is to think that

“I am the centre, and everyone is there
just for me.” We must die to this form of
destructive egoism and be reborn in love,
where we learn to receive and to give. The
fundamental attitude to true community,
where there is true belonging, is openness:
listening to God, to each other, to the world
and to other communities.
The intimate bond between the apostolic
and religious dimensions of the Society
ought to find expression in every aspect
of our life, in our prayer and our work,
marking us as men for mission. Acceptance
of one another in charity helps to create
an atmosphere favourable to the spiritual
progress of each one. This is how we are
called to live in the community as brothers
and friends in the Lord, united with each
other, caring and bearing each other, and
witnessing the values of Christ.
A fallen leaf cannot climb back to the
branch of the tree in its original place and
give life, but a new leaf is the sign and hope
of life. The past years have fallen away
from us leaving behind the arguable story
of success and failures like that fallen leaf.
As we march forward with hope I earnestly
request and pray for all the members to
work with a spirit of unity and love of the
Lord. We are called to follow the legacy
of our Venerable Founder, embracing the
larger community of our neighbourhood
with the poor and also with those who
want to share our hopes in a spirit of
reconciliation and healing.
On behalf of the Society, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you all
for your dedicated service. The words of
Mother Teresa remind us: “To keep a lamp
burning; we have to keep putting oil in it.”
Let us continue to provide this sacred oil for
one another.
Fr. Sunil Thomas SDS
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Generalate
Approval of the
text of the Constitutions
On 13 May 2019, the Generalate was informed
by Most Rev. José Rodriguez Carballo OFM,
Archbishop Secretary of the Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life, that after having attentively studied
the text of the Constitutions of the Society of the
Divine Saviour, the Dicastery has approved the
changes which were proposed by the XIX General
Chapter. In addition to the approval, the same
Congregation had requested to include or change
certain fixed expressions. Also, this was already
accomplished.
This means that the new text of the Constitutions
as well as the complete General Directory can be
published. For those who have access to English,
we annex the complete text to this Informationes.
For translations into the other official languages, the
Generalate is trying to organize them and to send
them as soon as possible to the respective units.

News regarding the Beatification
Process of the Founder
The Generalate received official communication
from the Congregation for the Causes of Saints that
the Medical Commission studied the case we had
submitted as a possible miracle, discussed it at the
meeting on 6 June 2019, and eventually expressed
their opinion that the physical healing cannot be
explained from the scientific point of view, i.e.
there is a possibility to recognise it as a miracle.
This is for sure an important step in the process
towards a possible beatification of our Founder,
but there are still some other steps to take.
The first one to be taken is the composition of

the so called “Positio on the miracle”, which,
among other things, will include a description of
the case called “Informatio”, with the purpose of
giving an explanation and objective information
of the fact that what happened was the result of
the prayers through the intercession of Fr. Francis
Jordan. The General Postulator, Fr. Adam Teneta,
is working on the first draft of this document.
The whole collection of the “Positio” will be
submitted for the study of a Commission of
Theologians appointed by the Congregation.
If their opinion regarding the theological aspect
of the presumed miracle is positive, the same
“Positio” will be submitted to the Cardinals
and Bishops of the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints, and if they give green light, the case
will be presented to the Pope, who will make
the final decision and may authorize publication
of the Decree on the miracle. Once this is done,
a date and place for beatification can be fixed.
This far in fact, we have never got up to now,
and there are good reasons to be thankful that
the process of the beatification of our Founder
is going forward. We ask all the members of
the entire Salvatorian Family, to keep praying
that the Church soon officially may elevate our
Venerable Founder to the honour of the Altars.
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Common activities for the Generalate team
Retreat
The members of the Generalate as well as the General Secretary for Legal Affairs, the
General Mission Secretary and the General Archivist will go to Assisi for their annual
retreat from 16 until 22 September 2019. The facilitator of the retreat will be Fr. Brian
Terry SA.

Planning and evaluation
Continuing good and longstanding traditions, the members of the Generalate will go for a
week of planning and evaluation to the community of the Salvatorian Sisters at Meran, in
Northern Italy. This implies, that in addition to the dates mentioned regarding the retreat,
the entire team of the Generalate, will be absent from Rome from 22 until 28 September.

Meetings
“West-European Future” - team

The working group met in person on 26 June at the
Provincialate in Vienna. They discussed all the ins
and outs of Ordinance 3, but also the background
thinking on this topic which has developed since
2015 in the annual meetings of the European
superiors. As a result of their work, they presented
a thorough document to the Generalate, which
will guide the discussions on this topic during the
continental meeting in 2020.

“Vocation promotors workshops” - team
Fr. Maciej Szeszko and Fr. Łukasz Anioł, who
work with young people and in vocation promotion
in the Polish Province, have been asked by the
Generalate to work out a plan for the International
Following on General Chapter Ordinance 3 the
General Superior appointed a working group of four
confreres: Fr. Richard Mway (Provincial Superior
Great-Britain), Fr. Piet Cuijpers (Provincial
Superior Belgium), Fr. Josef Wonisch (Provincial
Superior Austria) and Fr. Heribert Kerschgens
(Provincial Vicar Germany). These confreres
represent the 2 Provinces and the 2 Pro-Provinces
in West-Europe. Ordinance 3 deals with the future
of the Salvatorian presence in that part of the world.
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Vocation Promotion Workshops for the Society. On
25 and 26 June they met in Rome with Fr. Milton
Zonta and Fr. Adam Teneta in order to present,
discuss and further develop the first draft of the
plan. It is envisioned that the workshops will be
organised on the continental level in order to help
the members in programming and implementing
initiatives for vocation promotion, in the context
of the common responsibility for new vocations.
The plan of the workshops will be presented and
discussed at the continental meetings in 2020.

Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta, also the mission and
vision of this team regarding communication were
discussed in a very fraternal and deep way.

“Preparation Perpetual Profession” team
Taking advantage of their presence in Rome
because of their participation in the International
School for Formators, Frs. Milton Zonta and Joe
Rodrigues met with Frs. Fernando Sartori from
Brazil and Edgar Casallas Saavedra, originally
from Colombia but working at the International
Scholasticate in São Paulo (Brazil) on 17 June.
The scope of the meeting was to study a possible
schedule for the preparation for those confreres who
are in the process to commit themselves definitely
to God and his Church, through the Society of the
Divine Saviour. The proposal that was elaborated
and presented by both confreres wants to take into
account the present needs of Salvatorian formation
as well as the process of international formation.
The meeting was productive and allowed to enrich
the work already done with the contributions of
the members of the Generalate.

“Communication” - team
On 4 July 2019, Fr. Karol Kulczycki (PL),
Fr. Wiesaw Stempak (CH), Ms. Adelia Primerano
(IT/ICT), Fr. Adam Teneta (PL/GEN), Fr. Sunil
Thomas (IMV/GEN) and Fr. Agustín Van Baelen
(VE/GEN) met at the headquarters of the Society
to deal with topics regarding communication
in general. Apart from certain very technical
issues, after an introduction given by the General

Proposals were prepared to be presented to
the General Superior and his Council, such as
reshaping the present official website of the
Society, presence on Facebook, the issue of the
different languages, mailing lists, correspondents
at local level etc. Hopefully soon the results will
be visible at the different levels of the quickly
developing digital world of communication. The
ultimate scope is to further among all Salvatorians
the sense of belonging to our beloved Society
through the means of communication.

Formation
International School
for Salvatorian Formators
“Fr. Francis Jordan”
On 2 June started the second session of the
International School for Salvatorian Formators
“Francis Jordan” at Theresianum, in Rome.
21 formators from different parts of the world
arrived to participate in this session, which lasted
for 12 consecutive days, until 14 June 2019.
The second session was a time of reflexion and
deepening the knowledge of the participants
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concerning the topics related to the identity of a
religious, especially regarding obedience. Apart
from the sharing, psychological therapeutic
accompaniment and prayers, time was dedicated
to different lectures and inputs conducted by
Krzysztof Wons SDS, Bogusław Szpakowski SAC,
Innocenzo Gargano OSB Cam, Stanisław Morgalla
SJ, Carlos Luis SCJ and Agustín Van Baelen SDS.

The first day of this session, on which the Church
in Italy celebrated the Solemnity of the Ascension
of the Lord, Fr. Agustín Van Baelen was the
main celebrant of the Eucharist. In his homily he
stressed the importance of drawing attention to the
direction of the Salvatorian vocation.
“And what about us? Where are we looking at?
What kind of consciousness grows in our heart?
At the beginning of the second session of the School
for Salvatorian Formators, dedicated to our
Founder, Fr. Francis Jordan, it seems appropriate
to me to ask ourselves these questions: where do
we look? Which is our vision? What do we see?
And what are we not seeing? What draws our
attention? And what gives us drive in our life?
These are questions that help us to grow because
their answers make us look inside myself and
lead us to introspection. It tells us about our own
experience of the Saviour. Let us not have any fear
to look inside ourselves, to see our own reality and
let us ask ourselves which are the powers that drive
us, that draw our attention and satisfy us? What
makes us happy and what makes us sad? Only
in this way, as formators we can be witnesses of
what and who is really important to us as apostolic
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religious men, as Salvatorians. Let´s not confuse
introspection with navel gazing, neither with
egocentrism. Real introspection brings us always
to the point of looking to the other, our neighbour
and to the Lord.”
Also, Archbishop Carlos Patrón Wong, the
secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy
presided one of the Eucharists and joined the
group of formators during meal during which
he answered in his gentle and humble style the
questions of the participants.
In addition, on the next Sunday, Solemnity
of Pentecost, the participants took the unique
opportunity to visit places associated with the
person of Fr. Francis Jordan. Together with
Fr. Adam Teneta, who presided holy Mass, the
group explored some of the most important
historical places that are connected with our
Founder.

Just as a reminder we mention again that the
International School for Salvatorian Formators
“Fr. Francis Jordan” is an initiative taken by the
Generalate on the request of the XIX General
Chapter. The program is spread over two years,
2019-2020 and consists in 6 sessions. Four of these
will take place in Rome and last 12 days each, while
two will be held at the Salvatorian Spiritual Centre
in Cracow in the framework of an 8-day retreat
mainly based on “Lectio Divina”. The retreats
are open for all Spanish or English speaking
Salvatorians who would like to participate. More
information can be found at:
http://sds.org/apostleship/school-for-formators
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Chapters

regarding human and financial resources as
Salvatorians, i.e. formation, personnel, and
mission.

USA
The three branches of the USA Salvatorian Family
had much to celebrate during three special days
in June. This Trinitarian experience began with a
jubilant jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving honouring
the numerous years of commitment of our brothers,
sisters, priests and lay Salvatorians. There were
eleven members who celebrated 60, 50 and 25
years as Salvatorians. A tasty lunch followed
liturgy and each person’s life and mission was
raised up in admiration and evocative inspiration.
The second day our SDS family
gathered to celebrate four men
being ordained for service
and ministry as Salvatorian
priests. The joy, reverence, and
enthusiasm of the newly ordained
was delightful to witness. This special international
event continued with a reception of various foods,
music, and conversation for all who were present.
The third day brought together our brothers and
priests to implement the XIX General Chapter’s
ordinances and recommendations. With 40
delegates participating, the Province was well
represented, as was the Generalate, in the person
of Fr. Joe Rodrigues.
Discussions were relevant and challenging. Much
of the GC recommendations are currently in place
in the USA. Discussions became focused on the
future of the Province, its sustainability given our
current financial realities, and options for various
aspects of our life in the future of the Province.
The dialogue continues to point to the importance
of the General Chapter’s thrust for units to
work toward further international collaboration

This trilogy of Salvatorian events made for a very
enlivening and enriching experience!
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Visits
Huarandoza in Peru
Mission “El Divino Salvador”
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In this moment the first results of the big
efforts made by our missionaries regarding
vocation promotion can already be seen.
The first candidates are knocking at our door
and, after a time of introduction, will first be sent
for Philosophy studies to the new international
initial formation house at Cuernavaca in Mexico.
The local community is also working on a project
to get local income. The idea is to build some
simple rooms for teachers who live far from the
school in our parish, in order to rent them. In this
sense the teachers will have more comfort and
do not have to walk 1 or 2 hours to reach the
school and our community will have an income.

Xoxocotla in Mexico
Mission “El Divino Salvador”
The General Superior, Fr. Milton Zonta, visited
together with Fr. Agustín Van Baelen the
“El Divino Salvador” Mission at Huarandoza
in the Apostolic Vicariate of Jaén in Peru from
6 until 10 May 2019. Three confreres coming
from Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela are working
in this mission since December 2016. The visitors
met with the local community to revise the
developments regarding community and apostolic
life, during its first two and a half years of existence.
Again, the focus was put on three main points
which are important for all the new Salvatorian
Missions, taking into account the decisions of
the XIX General Chapter: vocation promotion,
local income generating projects and witness as a
religious community. Apart from the meetings with
the confreres, the members of the Generalate also
met the local Ordinary, Bishop Gilberto Alfredo
Vizcarra Mori SJ, Apostolic Vicar of Jaén, who
expressed to be pleased with the presence and the
work of the Salvatorians in the Vicariate, but at the
same time underlined the importance of formation
of the faithful. This last topic will be one of the
priorities in the pastoral work during the next year.

From 11 until 16 May 2019, Fr. Milton Zonta,
together with the General Mission Secretary,
Br. Joby Philip and Fr. Agustín Van Baelen,
visited the “El Divino Salvador” Mission at
Xoxocotla in the Diocese of Cuernavaca. The
confreres who are giving the best of themselves
in this mission come originally from Mexico,
Poland and Venezuela. In the near future, at the
request of the Generalate, two confreres from
the Indian Mission Vicariate will join them.

The main ingredients of the visit were evaluation
and planning. The starting point of the evaluation
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were the minutes of the meeting held during the
last visit of the General Mission Secretary, during
which priorities were formulated in the light of the
General Chapter decisions. The confreres were
encouraged to stress more the vocation promotion
and accompaniment of aspirants. Also, a strategy
to get local income was discussed, as well as some
remodelling of the existing presbytery in order to
provide some suitable rooms for the missionaries.
Looking at the bigger perspective, and thinking
on the future, the Generalate has decided that the
candidates from our missions in Guatemala, Mexico
and Peru, will study Philosophy in Cuernavaca
(Mexico), before they enter their novitiate. In that
sense the decision was made to buy a suitable house
in which 10 to 15 students with their formators can
live. The house was found and in this very moment
the Generalate is trying to find the needed financial
means. This year, it is foreseen that at least 3
students will start their first year of Philosophy. Let
us hope that it will be first group of many others.
During the visit Fr. Milton made to Most Rev.
Ramón Castro Castro, Bishop of Cuernavaca, the
Bishop shared that he received a lot of positive
feedback from the faithful and the local clergy
regarding the pastoral activity our confreres are

developing in this huge parish, dedicated to Saint
Joseph the Worker and the Apostle Saint Philip.

Salvatorian Mission at Bến Cát
in Vietnam

The General Mission Secretary, Br. Joby Philip,
visited from 8 until 13 July 2019 the Vietnamese
confreres in Bến Cát to understand better
possible future apostolates of this mission
that officially was started exactly 5 years ago.
The young confreres are currently engaged
in pastoral and formation apostolates, which
is highly appreciated by the local Church.
The young mission is actively involved in promoting
vocations for our Society and eager to engage in
new apostolates to serve the Church and the people
in the region. The Salvatorian mission in Vietnam is
one of the most promising missions of the Society,
as the local Church is very vibrant, and many young
men respond to the religious and priestly vocation.

Prayer Intentions
Please pray for…
- the recently professed and ordained confreres;
- all the novices who will profess their first vows in August and September;
- the ill and retired confreres;
- the beatification of the Founder;
- the Generalate that will do its retreat and week of planning in September;
- the preparation of the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
for the Pan-Amazon Region in October.
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Appointments
New Rector at International
Scholasticate São Paulo
After having consulted the Provincial Superiors
involved and with the consent of the General
Council, the General Superior has appointed for
a three-year term of office Fr. Edgar Augusto
Casallas Saavedra from the Colombian Province
as Rector of Scholastics at the International
Salvatorian Theologate in São Paulo (Brazil),
effective from 1 June 2019. Fr. Edgar is 32 years
old and has been incorporated into the Society of
the Divine Saviour by professing his first vows in
2011. Apart from his philosophical and theological
studies, he obtained a master’s degree in Canon
Law. Since 1 May 2017 he had been working as the
Vice Rector of Scholastics in the above-mentioned
international formation house.

New coordinator at El Divino Salvador
Mission in Peru
After having visited the Salvatorian Mission
at Huarandoza, the General Superior, with the
consent of his Council, has made the decision that
Fr. Francisco Javier Navas from the Venezuelan
Vicariate from 1 June 2019 will be the coordinator
of the mission for a three-year term of office.
Fr. Francisco Javier is 40 years old and joined the
Society by profession in 2015.
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Salvador” mission and is appointed also the
formator of the new international formation house
“Mater Salvatoris” at Cuernavaca for a three-year
term of office. Fr. Mario Pulido Pulido, from the
Venezuelan Vicariate, is appointed the coordinator
of the Salvatorian Community nearby the Saint
Joseph the Worker and Saint Philip Apostle Parish
at Xoxocotla for the same period of time. Fr. Jakub
is 33 years old and Fr. Mario is 34. Both have been
working from the beginning of the Salvatorian
presence in Cuernavaca since 19 March 2018.

Professions
First professions
Belgium
On 16 June 2019 Stefaan J.M. Peetermans made
first profession in the Society of the Divine Saviour
through the Belgian Province, by taking the three
vows of obedience, celibate chastity and poverty
for one year, together with his fellow novices of
the Asian Novitiate in Silang, at the Diocesan
Shrine of Jesus the Divine Word, New Manila,
Philippines.

Eamv

Coordination El Divino Salvador
Mission in Mexico
Due to the fact that a second community will
be established in Mexico for initial formation
purposes from 21 July 2019, the coordination of this
mission had to undergo a few small amendments:
Fr. Jakub Trzopek from the Polish Province
remains the coordinator of the “El Divino

Two novices from the East Asian Mission
Vicariate, namely Antonio Nguyen Van Dung
(Vietnam) and Jeremias Aparicio (East – Timor)
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have professed their first vows on the birthday
of the Founder, 16 June 2019 at the Diocesan
Shrine of Jesus the Divine Word in New Manila.

at Shillong on his Birthday, 16 June 2019: Gervas
Daimary, Movin Rickson Richard, Sindus Kumar
Nayak and Sunil Velpuri.

India

Poland

The Society grew in number through the profession
of first vows of Karnelius Murmu, Meshelmon
Suja and Jerebius Paul Tirkey. They committed
themselves on 16 June 2019, after the novitiate
at Silang, in a solemn celebration at the Diocesan
Shrine of Jesus the Divine Word, for one year and
were in this way integrated in the Indian Mission
Vicariate.

Perpetual vows
E amv
As a gift to the Founder, on his 171th Birthday, on
16 June 2019, the following confreres committed
themselves definitively to the Lord and his Church
in the Society of the Divine Saviour through the
East Asian Mission Vicariate: Ian James Carbonell
Jimenez from the Philippines, Andrew Nguyen
Dinh Thai from Vietnam, Andrew Ren Hao from
China, Joselito R. Fernandez from the Philippines,
and Dominic Pham Quoc Khanh, Paul Tran Van
Duong and Paul Tran Trung Tin from Vietnam.

India

The following confreres honoured in a particular
way our Founder, professing their perpetual vows
in the Society through the Indian Mission Vicariate

On 15 June 2019 the very first Salvatorian with
Mexican roots, Salvador Peñaloza, professed his
perpetual vows in the Society through the Polish
Province at the St. Joseph the Worker and Saint
Philip Apostle Parish in Xoxocotla.

Ordinations
Diaconate
Brazil
The General Secretariat was recently informed
about the ordination of the diaconate of our confrere
Alfredo Domingos Cumbi from Mozambique
through the laying on of hands and prayer by Most
Rev. Luiz Carlos Dias, Auxiliary Bishop of São
Paulo on 16 March 2019 at the Parish church of
São João Batista in São Paulo.
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On the Memorial of the Patron Saint of Youth,
Aloysius Gonzaga, 21 June 2019, our confrere
Marciel Osvaldo de Souza was ordained a deacon
by Most Rev. Mauricio Grotto de Camargo,
Archbishop of Botucatu, São Paulo at the Senhor
Bom Jesus Sanctuary in Conchas, São Paulo.

St. Anthony and St. Jude Thaddeus SDS parish
church in Oborniki Śląskie.

Priesthood
Usa

E amv
On 18 June 2019 the following Salvatorians from
the EAMV were ordained transitional deacons by
Most Rev. Honesto Flores Ongtioco DD, Bishop
of Cubao at Christ the King Mission Seminary
Shrine, E. Rodriguez, Quezon City, Metro Manila,
Philippines: Ian James Carbonell Jimenez, Andrew
Nguyen Dinh Thai, Andrew Ren Hao, Joselito
R. Fernandez, Dominic Pham Quoc Khanh, Paul
Tran Van Duong and Paul Tran Trung Tin.

India
The Indian Mission Vicariate informed with joy
that on 17 June 2019 our confreres Gervas Daimary,
Movin Rickson Richard, Sindus Kumar Nayak and
Sunil Velpuri were ordained transitional deacons
by Most Rev. Dominic Jala SDB, Archbishop of
Shillong at the Otto Hopfenmüller Study House
chapel in Shillong.

The following confreres were ordained to the
priesthood by Most Reverend Jeffrey Robert
Haines, Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee: Octavio
Trejo Flores, Paul Wilkin, Patric Nikolas and
Virginus Osuagwu from the USA – Province, on
23 June at Mother of Good Counsel Church in
Milwaukee.

From Father Francis Jordan

Poland

Our confreres Stanisław Biegun and Karol Koszyl
from the Polish Province were ordained to the
transitional diaconate by Bishop Aleh Butkiewicz
of Vitebsk (Byelorussia) on 25 May 2019 at

“Complete the act of humility
by practicing works of humility like
sweeping, and the like.”
Spiritual Diary I/195
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SDS Varia
Motherhouse and SOFIA

On Thursday 6 June a dinner fundraiser took
place at our breath-taking terrace of the historical
Palazzo Cesi-Armellini, in our circles better
known as our Motherhouse. The objectives of
this event were twofold: raising awareness in the
Italian community of Fondazione SOFIA onlus and
raising funds to support the emergency response to
the Venezuela crisis. Over 60 guests joined us in
this event and expressed their solidarity through
individual donations and heartfelt messages.
As highlights of the evening, we were able to
enjoy a magical concert by Fr. Joe Rodrigues SDS
and get moved by the words of Fr. Domingo Díaz
SDS and Fr. Piet Cuijpers SDS.
This first experience was a success for several
reasons:
a. Awareness-raising: nearly 2,500 people were
reached through the Facebook promotion
campaign of the event.
b. Fundraising: 700 euros were raised that will
provide 3,240 meals to both students and
teachers in our schools in Caracas, Venezuela.
c. Teambuilding: this was a great opportunity for
SOFIA and Salvatorian members to connect and
share.
The Fondazione SOFIA onlus hopes to make of

this event a tradition for the Roman society so that
every year they can express their solidarity and
get more closely acquainted with our Mission and
Vision.

Father Jordan Rally in Gurtweil
“Fr. Francis Jordan from Gurtweil impresses people
all over the world.” With this slogan the public
was made aware of this year’s Fr. Jordan Day in
Gurtweil. For the fourth time Fr. Peter van Meijl
and Sr. Ulrike Musick, both from Vienna, were
able to organize a Fr. Jordan Rally with confreres
Frs. Peter Daubner and Bernhard Fuhrmann, two
Salvatorians who minister in Gurtweil, and the thirdgrade class of the primary school. The children,
some of whom come from the villages surrounding
Gurtweil, did not all grow up here. Some parents
don’t know Gurtweil yet and the teachers wanted
to know more about this John Baptist Jordan, who
was born in ‘their area’ and spent his youth there.

Right on time at 9 am on 28 June 2019, the
headmaster of the school, Bernhard Zimmermann,
a great fan of the world-famous Fr. Jordan, started
the Fr. Jordan Rally which passed through his
birthplace. Earlier all the children had received a
colour picture of the Founder (by Kurt Ammann,
Graz). The 23 schoolchildren had to visit five
stations. The first group immediately went to the
Schlücht, the small river, where Fr. Peter van Meijl
told the story of the young John Baptist Jordan
and trout fishing. This group then went down
Fr. Jordan Street to the house where Fr. Jordan
was born, which the Salvatorians now own. There,
Fr. Peter Daubner waited for them and showed them
the rooms where the Founder was born and where
he slept with his brothers. Everything was small
and narrow! In the meantime, Fr. Bernard held a
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small catechesis for another group at the baptismal
font in the village church and asked: Which of you
were baptized here? The children received a photo
of the baptismal font. In the cool shade of the castle
chapel, Sr. Ulrike put together with the children a
puzzle with a picture from Fr. Jordan’s first Mass,
because it was here in this chapel that Fr. Jordan
celebrated his first Holy Mass in his hometown. At
the end they all went to the present town hall, the
former school where John Baptist Jordan went to
school for seven years. Which of you could paint
something with two pencils at the same time, as
Fr. Jordan could? was the task. Nobody did well.
In the evening there was a gathering for parents
and interested people from Gurtweil on the topic
of formation and ongoing formation according
to the example of Fr. Jordan. The advertisement
read: “Salvatorians from Gurtweil, Vienna and,
Tanzania, as well as Headmaster Bernhard
Zimmermann, are looking forward to welcoming
you to this event.” Sister Ulrike asked the
participants: What makes Fr. Jordan so important
for our time? The answer was explained with a
picture of the Gurtweil transformer station. This
transformer station converts power into household
electricity. This is how Fr. Jordan can be viewed:
his energy and spirituality transformed the world
for good through his foundations! Fr. Peter
van Meijl shared with the people of Gurtweil
his latest insights into the life of Fr. Jordan.
Fr. Salvator Mselle from Tanzania, who works in
Mistelbach (AU) and studies in Vienna, brought
this message to those present: “Both Fr. Jordan and
this village of Gurtweil are well known to many
people in Tanzania, although these people have
never been to Gurtweil. They greatly appreciate
this village and its homeland and say, ‘If Father
Jordan had not founded the religious communities
of the Salvatorians, there would be no university
in our place today and we would not have any of
its fruits, such as education and health stations.
There would be no water supply, no work, no

religious communities, no secular priests, no
commerce, and no development. It is beautiful
that there is Fr. Jordan and his homeland.’”
The guests were grateful for the inspiration from
the three lecturers and a leaflet Between Fishing and
Books, which was given to all present. Fr. Salvator
concluded the evening musically with a song from
his native Tanzania: Tumsifu Yesu Kristu, Milele
amina (Praise be to Jesus Christ for eternity.
Amen). All in all, it was a day that made Fr. Jordan
and the work of his communities better known.

For your information: a world premiere of a musical,
Francis Jordan - Fisher of Men, will take place on
15 September 2019, in the Salvatorian parish of
St. Michael in Vienna’s city centre. We look forward
to this event and sharing information about it.
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XXVI Salvatorian Youth Forum in
Poland
On 6 July 2019, the 26th Salvatorian Youth
Forum was started at Dobroszyce in Poland. This
youth event was professionally prepared by the
RMS-team during many weeks beforehand. This
year over 400 participants were welcomed from
all over the country. The daily schedules were
morning prayer, Holy Mass and adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. In addition to deepening
the relationships with God, young people had
the opportunity to develop physical and mental
exercise through the participation in various
workshops, namely, doing mosaics, manual
therapy, sign language, football, and prayer based
upon Lectio Divina etc. It shows the variety of
the program the participants had. There were
many interesting speakers who provided us with
knowledge on various topics, including security
on the digital web and preparation for marriage.

On behalf of the Generalate, Fr. Adam Teneta
participated during a few days on the activities and
informed the Superior General about the creativity
and enthusiasm he had experienced during
these marvellous days of sharing and learning.
> Instagram: ruchmlodziezysalwatorianskiej
> Facebook: Salwatoriańskie Forum Młodych
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Travelling to Rome
Members who need a visa to enter Italy are asked to note the following:
A member is required to provide the following information: First and
last names as they appear in his passport; the member’s place of birth
(i.e., city/state/country); the number of the member’s passport and
dates of arrival and departure from Europe.
This information should be sent directly to Fr. Daniele Cicirella
(daniele.cicirella@mailsds.org). Since it takes some time to complete
all the steps, please send this information well in advance of the
planned visit.
Members planning to visit the Motherhouse are also asked to directly
contact the superior of the Motherhouse, in order to request guest
rooms and make other arrangements. He can be reached at:
E-mail
motherhouse@mailsds.org
Fax
+39 (06) 68629.400
Please be advised that because of the planned papal celebrations
and audiences, we might be unable to meet you at or take you to the
airport. There are often obstacles placed, especially on Sunday and
Wednesday. Thank you for your understanding.
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