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Message from the  

Pupil Council 
House Saint’s names 

Our House Captains chose Saints and 

the Houses voted, and here are the 

results. 

Red House – St Teresa  

Blue house – St. Mary 

Green House – St. John the Baptist 

Children will be learning more about the 

lives of these Saints. 

 

School website 

Alan Thomson from Midlothian Council 

Learning Technologies Team has been 

working with the Pupil Council in 

redesigning the school website. It will 

feature more of the children’s work. 

 

 

 

12 December 2018 

Newsletter No. 5 

It’s nearly Christmas! The term has gone so quickly 
and there are many wonderful things to look back on 
and celebrate. I am very proud of the children and 
staff at St. Margaret’s and I thank all the families for 
their support. I’d like to wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and New Year, and I look forward to 
another term in January, after a restful holiday. 

Rachel Lloyd 

Staffing 

Mrs Elizabeth Boyle has joined St. Margaret’s 
as P3/4’s class teacher and I’d like to welcome 
her to the team. Mrs Holloway will retire at 
the end of term and I thank her for her 
commitment to St. Margaret’s and wish her a 
happy retirement. Mrs Duncan has returned 
from absence to teach P.E. on Fridays. 
 

Class news 

P1/2 and P3/4  
The Nativity play ‘Hosanna Rock’ was performed to audiences last week and was such a 
success. The narrators, actors and singers were excellent and performed with confidence. 

P5/6/7 
Joe from the Antonine Guard visited last month to teach the class in a practical way about 
Roman life. He brought armour and artefacts and the children used shields to make defensive 
formations. 
Some of the Year Of the Young Person group went on a trip to Ryze yesterday which they 
enjoyed. 



We have had two S4 work experience pupils recently, Alistair and Tomas, who worked in all 
classes. 
Social Bite Wee Sleep Out  
Sponsor money is due this Friday 14th December. We will announce the total soon. 

Parent Council Christmas Fair 
Our fair was last Friday and families had the chance to buy crafts, home baking and raffle 
tickets as well as visit Santa’s grotto. Thank you to the parents and grandparent who worked 
together to set it up and serve. There are still crafts left to buy if you haven’t done so yet. 
Wider Achievements 
We celebrate children’s achievements in and out of school at assemblies. If your child has an 
achievement to share then let the class teacher know. They can bring in photos, medals, 
certificates or just their news. 
 
Class Points, House Points and Head Teacher Certificates 
Head Teacher’s certificates for November were awarded to Penny for resilience, Liam for 
compassion and Tristan for love, three of our five values. December awards will be presented 
on Thursday 20th December. 
Book Week Scotland 
We celebrated a love of reading during the week by visiting Loanhead Library, having a 
Campus assembly where favourite books were shared, Campus reading breaks, DEAR (drop 
everything and read time) and giving and receiving bookmarks. 
 
P3 and P4 Sacraments 2019 
Letters have gone home from Fr. Tadeusz about registering for the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Please ensure that these are returned if you wish 
your child to prepare for these sacraments. If your child is in P5-7 they can also register and 
prepare to receive these sacraments.  
Please note the following meetings: 
Thursday 10th January 2019 at 7pm in Sacred Heart Parish Room: 2nd meeting for parents of 
Reconciliation children. 
Monday 21st January 2019 at 7pm in Sacred Heart Parish Room:  Registration and first 
meeting for parents of First Holy Communion children. 
 
Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church  
This takes place on the second Sunday of each month at 11 am Mass at Sacred Heart Church, 
Penicuik. Please come along with your families, as the children are encouraged to be very 
involved. 
 

Carol Singing at Hawthorn Gardens Care Home 

All classes took part in singing to the residents at this care home on Monday 10th December. 

They were delighted with our traditional carols and Nativity songs with actions, including a 

solo and harmonies. We would love to build links with this community and visit again! 

 

 



Dunedin Consort Music 

All pupils are taking part in 4 music sessions with Dunedin Consort, culminating in a 
performance on Thursday 13th December from 9.00 am to 9.45 am to which you are all 
invited. Children are also invited to a performance of the Messiah at the Queen’s Hall on 
Wednesday 19th December. Letters have gone home about this event. 
 
Friday early opening 
Due to staffing constraints the Friday early opening will end at the end of term. From January 
school will start at 8.50 on Fridays. 
 
Children in Need 
We raised over £68.70 from our Bake Sale on Children in Need day, Friday 16th December. 
Thank you for the generosity families who baked and donated baking for this great cause. 
 
Class Christmas parties  
These will take place on Tuesday 18th December in the afternoon. Children can bring a party 
outfit to change into. 
 
P5/6/7 photo competition 
The winning photo was voted for by all children. First prize goes to James, second prize to 
Tristan, and third prize to Charlie and Maja. The photos are on displayed and will be shared on 
our website soon. 
P.E. Kit 

Some children have been without a P.E. kit recently. Please check that your child has a kit in 
school. This should include shorts (or leggings), a plain T shirt and indoor shoes. Football strips 
are not permitted.  

 

Indoor Shoes 

As the weather gets wetter children will change from outdoor shoes/boots into indoor shoes. 

This is more comfortable and hygienic and helps protect our carpets that children sit on. 

Please ensure that your child has a change of shoes. 

 

Please remember to telephone (0131 271 4685) or email (stmargarets_ps@midlothian.gov.uk) 

the school office by 9.20 am if your child is going to be late/absent. This information should 

be given to the school office rather than the class teacher, head teacher or a Learning 

Assistant. 

 

There is much evidence to suggest that drinking plenty water throughout the day helps you 

think! The children are welcome to bring in water (not juice) to school each day to drink in the 

classroom. Bottles should be taken home at the end of each day.  

 



We all have a duty to protect children, whether we are professionals or private individuals. If 

you think a child is being or is at risk of being abused or neglected, speak to: 

o the Children's Services duty team by calling 0131 271 6674 (Mon - Thu 9am-5pm and Fri 

9am-4pm);  

o the Emergency Social Care Service by calling 0800 731 6969 (freephone) at any time 

outside normal office hours;  

o the Police by calling 101 or in an emergency 999;  

o a member of staff at the child's school;  

o any Health professional.  

 

Rachel Lloyd 

Acting Head Teacher  

Follow us on Twitter @StMargaretRCPS 

 

Provisional Dates 

 

Dunedin Music Performance        Thursday 13th December 9 – 9.45 am 

Class parties                                    Tuesday 18th December 

Dunedin Concert Queen’s Hall     Wednesday 19th December 

 

Christmas Service  at St Margaret’s Church  Friday 21st December 9.30 am * 

Term ends                                  12.00 noon Friday 21st December 2018  

Staff In Service                           Monday 7th January 2019 

Pupils resume                            Tuesday 8th January 2019 

Family Mass at 

Sacred Heart Church                  Sunday 13th January 2019 

All break                                     Friday 8th February 2019 

All resume                                  Monday 18th February 2019       

 

Message from the Parent Council 
St Margaret's Parent Council would like to thank all the staff, parents, children and families who 
supported our Christmas Fair on Friday 7th, through donating, attending and helping on the day. We 
have made over £320 profit which is amazing so thank you. 

On Wednesday 19th at 7pm we have a table booked at EH20 in Loanhead. Everyone is more than 
welcome. A number of people have seen the post on Facebook and replied but for those who haven't 
you are more than welcome to come along. Please see Emily Easton or Antonella Pia for more info. 

Mrs Holloway is retiring at the end of term. If anyone would like to hand in a contribution for a gift, 
could this be handed in to the school. Any suggestions on a gift would be gratefully received. 
 


