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ParentPay Update 
 

Thank you to all 
parents/carers who have 

signed up to the 
parentpay system. 
We welcome any 

feedback on how it is 
going. Please sign up as 
soon as possible if you 
haven’t yet activated 
your account. Get in 

touch with the school 
office if you require any 

support in setting up 
your account. 
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Dear Parents/Carers 
Summer is rolling in fast and all our 

learners have been embracing the glorious 
weather with lots of outdoor learning – long 
may it continue! It has been great to see lots of 
parents/carers come along to the coffee and 
chats this term. It is an informal meeting to 
ask any questions that you may have and for 
us to work in partnership to ensure the best 
outcomes for our children and families. The 
staff team have been analyzing the data from 
the standarised assessments and the progress 
made in learning this year, in order to plan for 
next session. Please fill in the questionnaire 
that will be in your child’s bag this week so 
that we can gather parent/carer views to 
contribute to the plan. The next 5 weeks are 
going to be very busy with assemblies, shows, 
trips and lots of exciting learning so I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
once again for welcoming me into the Sacred 
Heart family and for your support and 
engagement to the school over the last few 
months. I hope you all have a lovely, sunny 
and safe summer.  

Once again, please do not hesitate to contact 
the school office or me if you have any 

queries. 
 

Kind regards, 
Anna Chidgey 

Acting Head Teacher 
 

Sacred Heart Primary School 

 
 
22a Crockett Gardens 
Penicuik 
EH26 9BB 
 

 
Tel: 0131 271 4665 

Email: sacredheart_ps@midlothian.gov.uk 
Website: http://sacredheart.mgfl.net 

Acting Head Teacher: Miss A Chidgey 
Twitter: @sacredheart_ps 
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Class News 
P1 Forest Friday 
Primary 1 have been exploring the woods, learning 
about nature through their senses. 
 
They visited the woods last week to undertake a 
minibeast hunt. They were delighted to find lots of 
different bugs and used the internet to find out more 
about them on their return to class. They plan to visit 
the woods on a weekly basis until the end of term 
and would love for our adults to join them! Please let 
Miss Higgins or the office know if you would like to 
come along. 
 
The caterpillars have arrived in Primary 1! They will 
observe the life cycle in real time and write about 
our findings. They can’t wait to watch them 
transform into butterflies!  
 
In numeracy they are beginning to learn about 
money. They set up a pop up shop to help us identify 
the coins and to pay for items up to 20p. They are 
enjoying being the shopkeeper and the customer! 
 
In literacy they are continuing to learn sounds and 
are using increasing sound knowledge to help read 
and write. They are particularly enjoying our daily 
speedy sounds lessons as Fred the Frog likes to make 
an appearance then and he’s got a bit of a cheeky 
side to him that they find hilarious!  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Staffing Update 
 

Ms Wilson will commence maternity 
leave next week and Mrs Lloyd will 

teach Primary 4 on Monday – 
Wednesday until the end of term. We 

wish Ms Wilson the best of luck and we 
cannot wait to meet your new arrival. 

 
We say goodbye to Mrs Polak, after 7 

years at Sacred Heart. We thank her for 
her hard work and commitment to the 
children and families. We wish her well 

down under in her new venture in 
Australia! Mrs Polak’s last day is the 
31st May. Mrs Howat will be in the 

office full time moving forward. 
 

Mrs Ashley Beechman, a PDGE 
teaching student completes her final 

placement with us on Friday.  
Mrs Beechman has been working in 
P6/7 this term, providing them with 

lots of exciting learning opportunities. 
We wish her well for her future career 

in teaching! 
 

We are delighted to announce that  
Mrs Owenson and Mrs McInulty have 
been made permanent in their roles 
and we are delighted that they will 

remain at Sacred Heart Nursery! 
 

Staffing and classes for next session 
will be confirmed as soon as possible. 
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Sun Safety 
Please ensure that sun cream 
is applied before school and 

that your child has a bottle to 
reapply to themselves at 

lunchtime. Hats and 
sunglasses should also be 

worn. 
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Hunter & Lass Junior Disco 
 

Friday 25th May at Shottstown 
Miners Club 
P1 – P4 5.00 – 6.45 pm  
(Must be accompanied by an adult) 
P5 – P7 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
Tickets £3 available from school 
office 
 

Litter Pick 
 

All classes took part in 
CleanUpScotland litter pick, 
sponsored by Greggs. What a 
difference they made to our local 
environment! 
 

 
 

P6/7 Transition Camps 

St. David’s High Transition Camp was 
held at Lockerbie Manor and the fun 
included dangling from high ropes, 
stand up paddle boarding and 
canoeing on the loch. 

Penicuik High Transition Camp was 
held at Netherurd and some of our P7s 
camped in tents and enjoyed getting to 
know new friends through exciting 
challenges such as Highland Games 
and bush craft. 

Well done to all involved! 

 

P2 Gardening at The Lost Garden 
 

 
 
P2 visited the Lost Garden and were shown around by 
volunteers from the Community Development Trust. 
They were shown photographs of what it looked like a 
long time ago and discovered it grew pineapples and 
peaches. They adopted two raised beds containing 
marigolds, nasturtiums and radishes. They cleared and 
weeded a bed to prepare it for some kale. Any families 
who wish to visit the garden and water our raised beds 
are most welcome to do so!  
 
P3 Art Exhibition 
 
P3 had a busy time last term organising an Art 
Exhibition for an enterprise project. The exhibition 
went very well and we had a busy evening working at 
the stalls and the cafe. It was lovely to see all the 
wonderful Sacred Heart art displayed around the hall. 
We made a profit on the night and the class have 
decided that we are going to donate the profits to 
charity, more details to follow. We would like to thank 
all the staff who gave up their spare time to help make 
the exhibition such a great success. With the new term 
in full swing we are now beginning to plan for our class 
assembly where we will share our learning from the 
year so far. Invitations for P3 parents will be sent out 
soon. 
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Hunter and Lass 
The Pram Race is on Wednesday 23rd 
May. Come along and support Loanan 
and Katherine. 
All welcome to the installation 
ceremony on Thursday 24 May.  
The talent show ‘Penicuik’s Got Talent 
was held at the Town Hall on 12 May 
and we were represented by Aoife P1, 
Ruairidh P4 and Beth and Emma in P7. 
They performed with great confidence 
and talent and we are very proud of 
them – well done! 
 

 
Bikeability  
Training for P6 is well underway.  
Mrs Shaw and her experienced 
parent/grandparent helpers and 
teaching our cyclists valuable cycling 
and road safety skills. Gordon Burt, 
from iBike Midlothian has visited and 
is impressed with their skills and 
progress. 
 

Class Assemblies 

All welcome to your child’s class 
assembly followed by ‘sharing the 
learning’ in their classroom. Dates have 
been issued 
 
Thank you! 
A big thank you to our  green finger 
parent volunteers! Our grounds are 
looking great looking great! 
 

 
  

P4 Bonaly Residential 
P4 enjoyed team building and bushcraft activities as 
well as meeting a herd of alpacas. They enjoyed the 
fear and excitement of crate stacking and coped really 
well with being away from home on their first 
residential – well done P4!  
 

 
P5/6 Trip to John Muir Birthplace 
P5/6 are taking part in the John Muir award. See more 
at 
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/john-muir-award 

They visited his birthplace and had fun with some of 
his inventions! 

Primary 5/6 decided last term that they wanted to get 
outdoors and learn more about nature during the 
summer term. During initial research we discovered 
Scottish conservationist John Muir and the John Muir 
award. This term we are working towards achieving 
the first stage of the John Muir award. We decided that 
the wild place that we were going to discover was 
going to be Penicuik House and the estate. In April we 
were visited in class by Penicuik Ranger Derek. He 
spoke to us about the history of Penicuik House and 
the Estate. After learning lots of facts, we began our 
journey of exploration. We visited Derek at the estate 
and were given a tour around Penicuik House and 
shown the design features around the estate. We saw 
the animal grave yard, the Chinese gates, seeing rare 
Redwood trees from California, we stood on the roman 
bridge and finally visited the Chinese bridge and water 
fountain. In the near future we are going to be going 
back to the Estate to learn about the plants and 
animals that currently live in the environment. 
Recently, we visited the John Muir birthplace in 
Dunbar and learned all about the life of John Muir why 
his work is still important today. We look forward to 
completing our John Muir award over the coming 
weeks. 
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P6/7 

 

 

This has been a busy and exciting term so far. Both P6 
and P7 have been off to camp where they represented 
Sacred Heart beautifully. In preparation for moving on 
we have had lots of discussions around what we would 
like to do in the future. Our visit to Roslin Institute has 
made many consider whether a career in science 
might be of interest and our Sports Relief activities 
demonstrated potential in events planning or personal 
training. Not long now until we showcase our acting 
talents in the end of term show ‘Cinderella and 
Rockerfella’! More information regarding tickets to 
follow.  

 

 Sacraments 
Congratulations to Iain, Joe and Miriam in 
P3 who celebrated the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at Sacred Heart Church on 
April 25th. 
Our Primary 4s, Anna, Josh, Abbi, Jack, 
Igor and Fearne will make the First Holy 
Communion on Sunday 3rd June at 11 am 
in Sacred Heart Church. All welcome. 
The following Sunday is Family Mass and 
the Communicants are invited to wear 
their outfits again and take part in the 
Mass. 
 
Rag Bags 
Please return to school on Thursday 24 
May. Thank you. 
 
Sports Day 
Friday 15th June (alternative date is 
Friday 22nd June if weather is inclement). 
9.30 – 12.25 
All am and pm nursery children are 
invited to join in the fun – more info from 
the nursery. Pupils will be participating in 
8 House teams, two per house, in mixed 
groups from nursery to P7. 8 Potted 
sports events will be first, followed by 
break. After break there will be flat races, 
run in year groups. 
 
Bike and Walk to School Weeks 
These were a big success with many 
children opting for a healthier journey to 
school.  
 
Seasons for Growth 
8 learners are currently taking part in this 
programme and enjoyed a Fischy Music 
live concert at Mauricewood Primary 
School in April, hearing positive messages 
about coping with change. 
 
Weekday Mass 
All classes are taking the opportunity to 
join Sacred Heart Parish for Mass one 
Wednesday morning. All welcome. 
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