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Parent Book Group 
This session we are going to 
be updating how we manage 

behaviour in school. As a 
whole staff team we will be 
reading the book ‘When the 
Adults Change, Everything 

Changes’ by Paul Dix. We are 
hoping to have a Parent 

Book Group who will also 
read the book, come to book 
group and work with us to 
create a Sacred Heart way! 

Please email the office if you 
would be interested. Book 
group meetings will take 

place fortnightly on a 
Tuesday morning from  

9.30-10.30 commencing  
23 October.  
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Dear Parents/Carers 
What a fantastic start to the school year 

it has been. All of our children have settled 
back into the routines and are busy planning 
their learning for the term ahead. It was a 
busy summer with the changes in Primary 1 
and Primary 2, not to mention a new look 
Nursery and lots of new furniture for  
Primary 3-Primary 7. Unfortunately we have 
been let down by our furniture supplier and 
we are still awaiting some items of furniture. 

We look forward to welcoming you into 
the school over the next few weeks at the 
many events that we have going on, please 
have a look around the school at all the 
changes.  
 I would like to say a formal thank you 
to the staff here who gave up many days and 
some even weeks of their summer holidays to 
prepare the classrooms for our return. We 
have a busy year ahead of us but a fantastic 
team here at Sacred Heart who will make it 
the best year yet! 

Thank you to the parent partnership for 
a successful family fun day, it was great to see 
families enjoying the activities and getting to 
know each other. Same time next year? Thank 
you to all the parents and carers for your 
continued support. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office or me if you have any 
queries. 

Kind regards, 
Anna Chidgey 
Head Teacher 

 

Sacred Heart Primary School 

 
 
22a Crockett Gardens 
Penicuik 
EH26 9BB 
 

 
Tel: 0131 271 4665 

Email: sacredheart_ps@midlothian.gov.uk 
Website: http://sacredheart.mgfl.net 

Head Teacher: Miss A Chidgey 
Twitter: @sacredheart_ps 
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Class News 
Nursery 

What a lovely summer you have all had! The children 

have been sharing their holiday stories and settling 

back into our lovely newly refurbished nursery, isn’t 

it fantastic! We would like to welcome all our new 

children and families who have joined us recently. 

We have been focusing on reforming friendships and 

nursery routines. However there is a developing 

interest in building and measuring and around 

healthy food which we will help develop as part of 

our learning journey together. We intend to keep 

offering the children choice as they enter nursery as 

to where they would like to play inside or outside. 

For now, the majority of children are choosing to 

enjoy the new indoor environment and will 

throughout the session play outdoors. We would be 

grateful if everyone could be aware of the changing 

weather and the need for clothes that allow for 

satisfying outdoor play.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Staffing Update 
 

We are delighted to welcome  
Mrs Siobhra Cran as Acting 

Depute to our staff team.  
Mrs Cran takes up post on the  

1st October 2018.  
 

We wish Mrs Lloyd all the best of 
luck as she moves to St Margarets 

as the Acting Head Teacher.  
We are all very proud of you and 
St Margarets are one lucky school 

to have you! Good Luck! 
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Primary 1  

The children have had a fantastic start to their first year at school. They have come to school 

each day with enthusiasm, excitement and an eagerness to learn. They have adapted so quickly 

that it feels like they have always been a part of the school!  There is a wonderful buzz in the 

Primary 1 and Primary 2 area. The children are showing high levels of engagement in the new 

classroom. In the first week alone we had set up a shop selling ice lollies, designed maps of 

Penicuik, pretended to be tigers in a drama performance, worked on our balance and 

coordination in P.E. and developed our fine motor skills by screwing and unscrewing at the 

construction bench. Some of us also decided to investigate the different states of water by 

freezing water in different sized tubs. All in a day’s play!  We have so much planned for the rest 

of Term 1, including beginning to learn our sounds and developing our conceptual 

understanding of the numbers 0-20 (and beyond!). We will also of course be responding to the 

children’s interests as they play by providing opportunities to develop a wide range of skills in 

the classroom and outdoors. It is going to be an exciting term!  Miss Higgins and Mrs Hastings are 

busy setting up a Facebook page to document the P1 and P2 learning journey. It is called ‘Play at 

the Heart’ and we would love it if you could like the page and get involved by commenting on 

our pictures and posts 
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Maths Week 

10th-14th September 2018 
 

Next week we will be 
celebrating Maths week with 
all things Maths and Number! 
We have got lots of activities 

planned from Nursery-
Primary 7 with some special 
visitors arriving on Monday. 

 
The whole school and nursery 

will be using the book ‘The 
Rabbit Problem’ as a stimulus.  

 
 

Can you guess who our 
visitors might be? 

 
We will be having a 

celebration and sharing our 
learning at assembly on 

Friday 14th September from 
9.15am. Parents and Carers 

are welcome to join us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary 2 

In Primary 2 we have enjoyed settling into our new 

learning space and exploring all areas of our 

classroom.  We are particularly enjoying the 

opportunities for imaginative play and so far this term 

we’ve seen a shop, a house, a cafe, a mobile yoghurt stall 

and a camping trip to name a few!  We are also enjoying 

the construction area, working well with others to build 

some amazing structures such as bridges and train 

stations.  We have been revising all our phonic sounds 

that we learned last year and, in numeracy, have been 

revising our number knowledge and addition facts.  We 

are looking forward to getting back into our reading 

books and progressing our numeracy work.  In maths 

we have shown an interest in measure and we will be 

taking this subject and data handling forward into the 

next few weeks.  We will also be exploring our emotions 

and how to build positive relationships with our 

classmates and all school staff.  We look forward to 

welcoming you to our first stay and play coming 

soon.....stay tuned for a date!  

 

 

Primary 3 

P3 have been settling in well to their new classroom and 

enjoying seeing their classmates. In numeracy this term 

we will learn about place value, as well as the correct 

mathematical vocabulary associated with the four 

different operations. We have started our Read Write 

Inc groups for literacy and are enjoying having some 

personal choice reading time in class each day. For topic 

we have decided to look at environmental issues, with a 

focus on the problem of plastic pollution and will be 

working together to gather information about plastic 

use in the school community.  We will also be using the 

waste hierarchy to reuse plastic waste to make art. PE 

will be on Mondays and Wednesdays this term, please 

remember to send in PE kit for your child if you haven't 

already. 
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Residentials 
Thank you very much 
for responding to the 
consultation letter 
regarding residentials. 
We are in the process 
of booking these and a 
letter will be out to 
those classes involved 
next week with more 
information.  
 

  

 

Primary 5/6 

It has been a pleasure getting to know all of the children in P5/6 and to hear about their holidays. 

We have lots of exciting learning planned for this year including re-visiting Place Value – this has 

included: understanding the place value of digits up to 1,000,000; rounding to 10, 100 and 1,000; 

adding/subtracting/multiplying and dividing by 10,100 and 1,000. We will then be moving on to ‘4 

operations’ which will aid understanding of number relationships and families.  We will investigate 

different strategies and methods which will then be applied to problem solving questions. We will 

be using a comprehensive Literacy package called, ‘Literacy and Language.’ It is designed to 

stimulate and challenge our learners thinking, develop reading comprehension and improve 

writing skills.  The first unit we are looking at will explore the themes of relationships, suspicion 

and trust.  There will also be a large focus on spelling this term with the introduction of a new 

spelling programme which will support the needs for all. We are excited to get started with our 

first topic of the term which will be based on The Scottish Parliament.  We will investigate the 

meaning of democracy and discuss the rights and responsibilities of being a citizen in Scotland.   

We are currently planning a visit to the Scottish Parliament to support our learning. 

 

Primary 6/7 

This term Primary 6/7 are going to be learning about Democracy and the Scottish Parliament. They 

will lean about the history of the Scottish Parliament, describe the role of a Member of the Scottish 

Parliament, learn about the process of an election and name the main political parties in the 

Scottish Parliament. We will use our learning about elections and hold a school wide election to 

elect new house captains. Candidates will form a team to help them campaign for election and 

every pupil in the school will have the opportunity to formally vote to pick the winner. In Literacy 

we are following the Read, Write Inc – Language and Literacy programme. Over the next few weeks 

we are going to be studying the story, ‘Prometheus and Pandora’s Box.’ We will then write our own 

ending to the story from the view of Pandora.  In Numeracy we are going to be learning about place 

value, rounding and number. During Math’s Week we are going to be solving problems related to 

the book, ‘The Rabbit Problem.’ 
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Primary 4 

It’s a great pleasure to join the children and staff at the Sacred Heart 

PS.  Primary 4 have gotten off to a flying start. In P.E we are enjoying 

developing skills in basketball, in Art we have been producing some 

lovely collages, the children also particularly enjoyed their first 

swimming lesson at the Penicuik Center. We have started practising 

a cursive script in handwriting and after concluding assessments, we 

are ready to begin a new spelling programme. In Maths we are 

planning a focus on multiplication tables, division and fractions. In 

science we will be studying materials and their properties and uses 

in our lives. If you are able to collect a range of interesting materials 

to donate it would be much appreciated. I look forward to meeting 

you at the upcoming Parent’s Evenings.  

 



 

 

5 
5 

School Uniform 
The children look fantastic in their school uniform, 
thank you for your continued support. A wee 
reminder that school uniform is to be worn 
Monday-Friday. House hoodies and t-shirts are for 
P.E and sports events only. 
 
All the pre-loved uniform from last year that was 
not claimed has been washed and is now hanging in 
the office reception. If you are in need of uniform 
please take a look. All pre loved uniform is free to a 
good home.  

Some Twitter Highlights! 
 

  

Homework 
 
You may have noticed that no 
homework has appeared in your 
child’s school bag since we started 
back this year. As a staff team we 
have had many discussions around 
the value of homework and the 
impact on a child’s learning and 
also impact that homework can 
have on family life.  
 
Primary 5/6 and P6/7 last year 
piloted ‘No Homework’ and the 
views were gathered from the 
children.  
 
We would like to explore the idea 
of ‘homework’ further with 
parents and carers at our up 
coming parent’s night where we 
would like to hear your views.  
 

Watch this Space! 
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Parent/Carers are invited to come along to our Coffee & Chat  
sessions which will be held on the last Friday of each month  
from 9.30-10.30am.  Our first session will be on 26 October   
(Macmillan Coffee Morning being held on 28 September). 

 
 

 

 
Dates for your Diary  September 2018 

Sept-09 Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11.00am) Held every second Sunday of the month 
Sept-10-14 Maths Week 
Sept-11 Active Schools – KIC Dance (3.25-4.15pm 11 Sept – 4 Dec) 
Sept-12 P4 Swimming (13wk block 29 Aug-28 Nov) 
Sept-13 P5/6 & P6/7 Rugby Training (6wk block 30 Aug – 3 Oct; Festival 28 Sept) 
Sept-14 Assembly – The Rabbit Problem 9.15am in school – all welcome 
Sept-19 Farewell Assembly for Mr Bathgate (9.15am in school – all welcome) 
Sept-19  Cyber Bullying & Internet Safety Talk for Parents with PC Louise Cassidy (6.30pm school) 
Sept-20 Meet the Teacher Consultations in school (3.30-5.30; 6.30-9.00) 
Sept-25 Parent Partnership Meeting 6.30pm in school – all welcome 
Sept-28 P6 & P7 Rugby Festival at Penicuik RFC (am) 
Sept-28 Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Oct-02  P6 & P7 Cross Country (24 learners) at Vogrie Country Park (am) 
Oct-10  Rag Bag Collection 
Oct-11  P6 & P7 Girls Soccer 7s Football Festival (pm - Beeslack HS) 
Oct-12  NSPCC Internet Safety Information session for Parents (9.30 in school) 
Oct-15-19 OCTOBER HOLIDAY – School closed 
Oct-22  InService Day – School closed to pupils 
Oct-23  Pupils return to school (8.10am Breakfast Club; 8.50am school starts) 
Oct-23  Parent Book Group 9.30-10.30am in school 
Oct-26  Coffee & Chat in school (9.30-10.30am) 
Oct-29  Active Schools – Badminton (3.30-4.30pm 29 Oct-10 Dec; open to P4-P7 pupils) 
Oct-31  Halloween Disco organised by Parent Partnership (3.30-7.00pm) – more details to follow 
Nov-01 Whole School to All Saints Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11.00am) 
Nov-02 Active Schools – Gymnastics (12.25-1.25pm 2 Nov-7 Dec; open to P1-P4 pupils) 
Nov-08 P6 & P7 Boys Soccer 7s Football Festival (pm - Beeslack HS) 
Nov-14 P3 Sacramental Parents Meeting for Reconciliation (7pm in SH Church) 
Nov-16 Children in Need 
Nov-21 Flu Vaccination Programme in school for pupils 
Nov-24 Christmas Fayre organised by Parent Partnership in school (10.00am-12.30pm) 
Dec-10 Nativity in school (6.00pm) 
Dec-11 Nativity in school (1.30pm) 
Dec-12 Whole school to Beauty & The Beast at Kings Theatre (late return 5.15pm approx) 
Dec-13 Christingle Service (11.00am in school) 
Dec-18 School Christmas Lunch & Parties 
Dec-21 End of Term – school closes 12.25pm – pupils return Wednesday 8 January 2019 
 
Date for School photographs will be confirmed as soon as possible 
 
2019 events listed on next page 
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Dates for your Diary cont’d 
 
2019 
Jan-06  InService Day – school closed to pupils   
Jan-07  InService Day – school closed to pupils 
Jan-08  Pupils return to school (8.10am Breakfast Club; 8.50am school starts) 
Jan-15  Parents Evening in school (3.30-8.30pm) 
Jan-25  Burns Ceilidh organised by Parent Partnership in school (6.00-9.00pm) 
Feb-03 P3 Mass – Rite of Illumination (11.00am SH Church) 
Feb-11-15 February Break – school closed 
Feb-18 School reopens (8.10am Breakfast Club; 8.50am school starts) 
Mar-03 P3 Mass – Rite Presentation of the Signing of the Cross (11am SH Church) 
Mar-06 Whole School to Ash Wednesday Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11am) 
Mar-07 Easter Bingo organised by Parent Partnership in school (6.00-8.00pm) 
Mar-15 Red Nose Day 
Mar-20 P3 Swimming (13wk block 20 Mar-19 June) 
Mar-21 Stations of the Cross – Mass in school (11am) 
Mar-20 P4 Sacramental Parents Meeting for First Holy Communion (7pm in SH Church) 
Mar-27 P3 Reconciliation Rehearsal (10.30am in SH Church) 
Apr-04 P3 Reconciliation Service in Sacred Heart Church (7.00pm) 
Apr-08-22 Easter Holiday – school closed to pupils 
Apr-23 Pupils return to school (8.10am Breakfast Club; 8.50am school starts) 
Apr  P4 Residential – dates & details to follow 
Apr-28 P4 Mass – Rite Presentation of the Gospels (11.00am SH Church) 
May-06 May Day Holiday – school closed 
May-19 P4 Mass – Rite Presentation of the Creed (11.00am SH Church) 
Mon-20 InService Day – school closed to pupils 
May-30 Whole school to Feast of the Ascension Mass (11.00am SH Church) 
May  P5 & P6 Residential – dates & details to follow 
May/June P7 ASG Residential – dates & details to follow 
Jun-05  P5-P7 Show 1.30pm and 6.30pm 
Jun-09  P4 Mass – Rite Presentation of the Our Father (11.00am SH Church) 
Jun-13  Parents Evening 3.30-8.30pm 
Jun-19  P4 FHC Rehearsal (10.30am SH Church) 
Jun-23  P4 First Holy Communion & Feast of Corpus Christi (11.00am SH Church) 
Jun-26  P7 Leavers’ Mass (11.00am) and Assembly 1.30pm (both in school) 
Jun-28  Whole school to Feast of Sacred Heart Mass (9.30am SH Church) 
Jun-28  School closes for summer (reopen to pupils 19 August) 
 
All dates and times correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. 
 


